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PUBLISHER'S NOTE

The pre sent English translation of "In Me mory of Norman

Bethune" has been made from the Chinese text given it the Selected

'Vorks ol Md.) Tse-tilng, Volume II, published by the People's

Publishing House, Peking, in August r952. Thc translations of

"Serr. th. Feople" and "The Foolish Old Man Who Removed

the Mountains" fo11ow the Chioese texts in the Selected 'Vorks
ol Mao Tse-tttttg, Volume III, published by the samc publishing

house in May t913.
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Pinted in tbe People's Republic of China

SERVE THE PEOFI.E

September 8, ,qsq

Our Communist Party and the Eighth Route and New
Fourth Armies led by our Party are battalions of the revolu-
tion. These battalions of ours are wholly dedicated to the
liberation of the people and work entirely in the people's
interests. Comrade Chang Szu-teh1 was in the ranks of these
battalions.

A11 men must die, but death can vary in its signifi,cance.
The ancient Chinese writer Szuma Chien said, "Though death
befails all men alike, it may be weightier than Mount Tai or
lighter than a feather."2 To die for the people is weightier
than Mount Tai, but to work for the fascists and die {or the
exploiters and oppressors is lighter than a feather. Comrade
Chang Szu-te}r died for the people, and his 'death is indeed
weightier than Mount Tai.

If we have shortcomings, we are not afraid to have them
pointed out and critictzed, becausc we serve the people.
Anyone, no matter who, may point out our shortcomings. If
he is right, we will correct them. If what he proposes will
benefit the peoplc, we will act upon it. The idea of "bettet
troops and simpler administration"s was put forward by Mr.
Li Ting-ming,a who is not a Communist. He made a good

suggcstion which is of benefit to the people, and we have

This speech was delivcred by Comradc Mao Tsc-tung at a memorial
meeting for Comrade Chang Szu-teh, held by departments directly under
the Central Committee of the Comnunist Party ol Cbina.



adopted it. If, in the interests of th,e people, we persist in
doing what is right and correct what is wrong, our tanks will
surely thrive.

\We hail from all corners of the country and have ioined
together for a common revolutionary obiective. And we
need the vast majority of the people with u,s on the toad to
this obiective. Today, we already lead base areas with a

population of 9r mi11ion,5 but this is not enough; to liberate
the whole nation more are needed. In times of difficulty
1ve must not lose sight of our achievements, must see the
bright future and must pluck up our courage. The Chinese
peoplc are su,fiering;it is our duty to,save them and we must
exert ourselves in struggle. 'Wherever there is struggle there
is sacrifice, and death is a common occurrence. But we have
the interests of the people and the sufferings of the great
maioity at heart, and when we die for the people it is a

worthy death. Nevertheless, we should do our best to avoid
unne,cessary sacrifices. Our cadre,s must show concern for
every soldier, and all people in the revolutionary tanks must
care for each other, must love and help each othet.

From now on, when alryone in ou,r ranks who has done
some useful work die,s, be he soldier or cook, wc should have
a funeral cercmony and a memorial meeting in his honout.
This should becorne the rule. And it should be introduced
among the people as well. When someone dies in a village,
let a memorial meeting be hel'd. In thi,s way we exprerss ouf
mourning for the dead and unite all the people.

NOTES

I Comrade Chang Szu-teh was a soldier in thc Guards Regiment of the
Central Committee of the Chinese Communist Party. A member of

e interests of the people, he
in the Long March and was
g44, wheo making charcoal in

Shensi, he was killed by the

2 Szuma chien, thc famous chinese man of letters and histotian of
the znd century 8.C., was the author of the Llistorical Record.s, a col_
lection of one hundred and thirty articles. This quotation is from his"Rcply to Jcn Shao-ching's Lerter".

_ 
t This was the total population of the Shcnsi-Kansu_Ningsia Border

Region and all other Liberatcd Areas in northern, .entrul und southern
Chira.



IN MEMOR.Y OF NORMAN BETHUNE

Deceruber 21, 1939

Comrade Norman Bethune,l a member of the Communist

Party of Canada, was around fifty when he was scnt by the

Commutrist Parties ol Canada and the United States to

China; he made light of travelling thousan'ds of milcs to hclp

us in our $Var of Resistance Agairlst Japan- He arrived in

Yenan in the spring of la,st year, went to wotk in the \Wutai

Mountains,2 and to our great sorrow 'died a martyr at his

post. \il7hat kind of spirit is this that makes a foreigner selfless-

1y adopt the ,cause of the Chinese people's liberation as his

own? It is thc spirit of internationalism, thc spirit of com-

munirsm, from whi'ch cvery Chine,se Communi'st must l'earn'

Leninism teaches that the world revolution can only succecd

it the proletariat of the capitalist countties supports the

struggle for liberation of the colonial and semi-colonial peo-

ples and if the proletariat of the colonies and semi-colonies

supports that of the proletariat of the capitalist countries.s

Comrade Bethune put this Leninist line into ptactice. !fle
Chinese Communists must also follow this line in our practice.

V7e must unite with the proletariat of all the capitalist coun-

tries, with the proletariat of Japan, Britain, thc United

States, Germany, Italy and all orher capitalist countries,

before it is possible to overthrow imperialism, to liberate

our nation and people, and to liberate the other nations an'd

peoples of the world. This is our internationalism, the in-

ternationalism with which we oppose both narrow nationaiism
and narrow patriotism.a

Comrade Bethune',s spirit, his utter devotion to others
without any thought of sclf, was shown in his boundless sensc
of responsibility in his work and his boundless warm-hcarted-
ness towards all comrades and thc people. Every Communist
murst learn from him. There are not a few people who are
irrespon,sible in their work, preferring the light to the heavy,
shoving the heavy loads on to othcrs and choosing the easy
ones for themsclves. At evcry turn they think of them,selves
before others. When they make some small contribution,
they swell with pride and brag about it for lear that others
will not know. They feel no warmth towards comra,dcs and
the people but are cold, indifferent and apathetic. In facr
such people arc not Communists, or at least ,cannot be
counted as true Communists. No one who returned from the
front failed to cxpress admiration for Bethune whenever his
namc was mentioned, and none remained unmoved by his
spirit. In the Shansi-Chahar-Hopei border area,s nc.t soldier
or civilian was uflmoved who had been treatcd by Dr.
Bethunc or had seen how he worked. Evcry Communist must
learn this true communist spirit from Comrade Bethune.

Comrade Bethune was a doctor, the art of healing was
his profession and he was constantly perfecting his skill,
which stood very high in the Eighth Route Army's medical
service. His example is an excellent lesson for those people
who wish to change their work the moment they see some-
thing different and for those who despise technical work as of
no ,conscquence or as promising no future.

Comrade Bethune and I met only once. Afterwards he
wrote me many letters. But I was busy, and I wrote him
only one letter and do not even know if he ever received it.



I am deeply grieved over his death. Now we are all com-

memorating him, which shows how profoundly his spirit in-
spires everyone. W'e must all learn the spirit of absolute
selflessnes,s from him. \X/ith this spirit everyonc cafl be very
useful to the people. A man's ability may be great ot small,
but if he has this spirit, he is already noble-minded and pure,

a man of moral integrity an'd abovc vulgar interests, a man
who is of value to the people.

NOTE,S

'The distinguished surgeon Norman Bethune was a mcmber of the
Canadian Communist Party. In 1936 when the German and Italian fascist
bandits invtrded Spain, he rvent to the front and worked for the anti-
fascist Spanish people. In order to help the Chinese people in their
War of Resistancc Against Japan, he came to China at the head of a

medical team and artived in Ycnan in the spring of 1938. Soon after
he went to the Shansi-Chahar-Hopei bordcr area. Imbued rvith ardent
internationalism and thc great communist spirit, hc served thc arrny and
the people of the Libcrated Areas for ncarly two ycars. He contracted
blood poison.ing while operating on wounded soldiers and died in Tang-
hsien, Hopei, on November v, ry39.

2 The Wutai mountain range is situated on the borders betwe en Shansi,
Hopei, and what was then Chahar Province. In October 1937 the Eighth
Route Army led by the Chincsc Communist Party started building the
Shansi-Chahar-Hopei anti-Japanese base arca with the Ii/utai mountain
reglon as 1ts centre.

3 See J. V. Stalin, "The Foundations of Lcninism", Problems ol
Leninism, E"ng. ed., FLPH, Moscow, 19t4, pp. jo-jg.

4Narrow nationalism and narrow patriotism, in contrast with prole-
tarian patriotism and proletarian internationalism, ate manifestations of
bourgeois ideology in the approach to and conduct of the relations be-

t\ileen states and nations. If a socialist country or the proletariat of any
country and its political party is influenced by natrow nationalism and

!rarrow patriotism, it will concern itself solely with the interests of its

own state and nation to the fleglect of the revolutionary interests of the

international proletariat as a whole. It v/ill even counterpose the interests

of its own state and nation to the interests of the international prole-
tariat and refuse to support the people's revolutionary sttuggles in other

countries and the people's national liberation movem€nts in thc colonies

and semi-colonies. Some will go so f ar as to su pPort their own bou r-

geoisie in opposing other countries and in committing aggression against

the m.
SThe Shansi-Chahar-Hopei border area was an importaot anti-Japanesc

base area during the !(ar of Resistance Against Japan. It covered a

part of Shansi, Chahar, Hopei, lehol (originally a province' abolished in

r9y5) and Liaoning Provinces.
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THE FOOLISH CLD MAN WHO REMOVED
THE MOUNTAINS

June rr, rg45

We have had a very successful congress. \il7e have done
three things. First, we have decided on the line of our party,
whicl-r is boidly to mobilize the mas,ses and expand the peo-
ple's forces so that, under the leadership of our party, they
will defeat the Japanese aggressors, liberatc the whole peo-
ple and build a new-democratic China. Second, u/e have
adopted the new Party Constitution. Third, we have clected
the leading body of tl.re Party - the Central Committee.
Henceforth our rask is to lead the whole membership in
carrying out the Party line. Ours has been a congress of
victory, a congress of unity. The delegates l.rave made ex-
cellent comments on the three reports.l Many comrades have
undertaken self-criticism; with unity as the objective unity
has been achieved through self-criticism. This coogress is a
model of unity, of self-criticism and of inner-party dcmocracy.

!7hen the congre,ss closes, many comrades will be lcaving
for their posts and the various war fronts. Comrades, wher-
ever you go, you should propagate the line of the congress
and, through the members of the Party, explain it to the
broad masses.

This was Comtade Mao Tse-tung's concluding speech at the Seventh
National Congress of the Communist Party of China.

Our aim in propagating the line of the congress is to build
np the conf,derce of the whole Party and the entire people
in the certain triumph of the revolution. \)7e must first raise
the political consciousncss of the vanguard so that, tesolute
and unafraid of sacrifice, they will surmount every difii,culty
to win victory. But this is not enough; we must also arouse
the political conrsciousness of the entire people so that they
may willingly and gladly fight together with us for victory.
!7e should fire the whole people with the conviction that
China belongs not to the reactionaries but to the Chinese
people. There is an ancient Chinese fable called "The
Foolish Old Man !7ho Removed the Mountains". It tells
of an old man who lived in northern China long, long ago
and was known as the Foolish Old NIan of Notth Mountain.
His hou,se faced south and beyond his doorway stood the two
great peaks, Taihang and W'angwu, obstructing the way.
!7ith great determination, he led his sons in digging up these

mountains hoe in hand. Another greybeard, known as the
Wise OId Man, saw them and said derisively, "How si1ly of
you to do this ! It is quite impossible for you few to dig up
these two huge mountains." The Foolish Old Man replied,
"\7hen I die, r.ny sons will carry on when they die, there
will be my grandsons, and then their sons and grandsons, and
so on to infinity. High as they are, the mountains cannot
grow any higher and with every bit we 'dig, they will be that
much lower. W'hy can't we clear them away?" Having re-
futcd the \X/ise O1'd Man's wrong view, he went on digging
every day, unshaken in his conviction. God was move'd by
this, ar.rd he sent down two angels, who carried the mountains
away 01) their backs. Today, two big mountains lie like a
dead weight on the Chinese people. One is imperialism, the
other is feudalism. The Chinese Communist Party has long



made up its mind to dig them up. Vre must persevere and
u,ork unceasingly, and v/e, too, will touch God's heart. Our
God is none other than the mas,ses of the Chinese people. If
they stand up and dig together with us, why ,can,t these two
mountains be cleared away?

Yesterday, in a talk with two Americans who were 1eaving
for the United States, I said that the U.S. gove(nment was
trying to undermine us and this would not be permitted. We
oppose the U.S. governmenr's policy of supporting Chiang
Kai-shck against the Communists. But we must draw a
distinction, firstly, between the people of the United States
and their government and, secondly, within the U.S. govern_
ment between the policy-makers and their subordinates. I
said to these two Americans, "Tell the policy-makers in your
government that we forbid you Americans to enter the Lib-
erated Areas because your policy is to support Chiang Kai-
ahek against the Communists, and we have to be on our
guard. You can come to thc Liberated Areas if yotrr purpose
is to fight Japan, but there must first be an agrcement. V7e
will not permit yolr to nose around everywhere. Since patrick
J. Hurleyz has publicly declared against co-operation with the
Chinese Co,mmuni,st Party, why do you still want to come
and prowl around in ou,r Liberated Area,s?"

The U.S. government's policy o{ supporting Chiang Kai-
shek against the Communists shows the brazenness of the U.S.
reactionaries. But all the scheming of the reactionaries,
whether Chinese or foreign, to prevent the Chinese people
from achieving victory is doomed to fail,rre. The democratic
forces are the main current in the world today, while
reaction is only a counter-current. The reactionary counter-
clrrrent is trying to swamp the main current of national in-
dependence and people's democracy, but it can never bccome

the main current. Today, there are still three major con-
tradictions in the old world, as Stalin pointed out long ago:
first, the ,contradi,ction between the proletari at and the bour-
geoi'sie in the irnperialist countries; second, the contradiction
between the various imperialist powers; and third, the contra-
diction bctween the colonial and semi-colonial countries and
the imperialist metropolitan countries.3 Not only do these
three contradictions continue to exist but they are becoming
more acute and widespread. Because of their existence and
growth, the time will come when the reactionary anti-Soviet,
anti-Communist and anti-democratic counter-current still in
existence today will be swept away.

At this mo,ment two congresscs are being held in China,
the Sixth National Congress of the Kuomintang and the
Seventh National Congress of the Communist Party. They
have completely clifferent aims: the aim of one is to liquidate
the Communist Party and all the other democratic forces in
China and thus to plunge China into darkness; the aim of
the other is to overthrow Japanese imperialism and its
lackeys, the Chinese feudal forces, and build a new-demo-
cratic China and thus to lead China to light. Thcsc two lines
are in ,conflict with each other. tWe firmly believe that, led
by the Chinese Communist Party and guicled by the line of
its Seventh Co,ngress, the Chinese people will achieve com-
plete victory, while the Kuomintang's counter-revolutionary
line will inevitably fail.

NOTES

lThe three rcpolts at the Scventh National Congrcss of the Com-
munist Party of China were Comrade Mao Tse-tung's political re pott,

II



Comrade Chu Teh's military report and Comrade Liu Shao_chi,s reporton the revision of the Party Constitution_

3See J. V. Sralin, "The Foundations of Leninism',, W'orks, Eng. ed.,
FLPH, Moscow, tgy1, Yo1. YI, pp. 74-82.
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