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by LIU SHAO-CHI 
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Following is the full text of the speech made by Liu 
Shao-chi, Vice-Chairman of the Central Committee of the 
Communist Party of China, at the Peking rally held on 
June 30, 1961, to celebrate the 40th birthday of the 
Party. Ed'. 

Comrades and Friends, 

We are gathered here today to celebrate the 40th 
anniversary of the founding of the Communist Party of 
China. 

The forty years since the founding of the Communist 
Party of China have been y€ars during which our Party 
has led the people of the whole country in heroic 
struggles and in achieving great victories, years during 
which Marxism-Leninism ·has been spread widely in 
China and has won great victories. (Enthusiastic applause.) 

. . 

Before the founding of the Communist · Party of 
• 

China the ·Chinese people waged a long struggle against 
imperialism and feudalism; with fi~esh · forces . always 
stepping forward as others fell, a struggle that moves us 
to song arid tears.' However, they never attained genuine 

• 

victory. It was not until Marxism-Leninism spread to 
China following the Great October Socialist Revolution 
in Russia that the Chinese people found the best theoret
ical weapon for their emancipation. The Communist 
Party of China wielded this weapon and formulated the 
correct objectives, policies and methods for the struggle 
to liberate the Chinese people. From then on the march 
of the Chinese people from victory to victory has been 
irresistible. (Applause.) 

During these forty years the Communist Party of 
China, together with the Chinese people, has accomplished 
a great deal. To sum up, what has been accomplished 
consists mainly of two important things: 

First, we carried out the people's democratic revolu
tion in China. Because of its weakness the Chinese na
tional bourgeoisie could not lead China's bourgeois-demo
cratic revolution to victory. The responsibility of leading 
this revolution had to be shouldered by the proletariat. 
For a very long time many people tried to establish in 
China the system of a bourgeois republic, but all these 
attempts ended in bankruptcy. In China, if a republic 
was to be set up, it had to be a people's democratic re
public under the leadership of the working class and 
based on the worker-peasant alliance. Our Party united 
the people of the whole country and after twenty-eight 
years, from 1921 to 1949, finally overthrew the reaction-
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ary rule of imperialism, feudalism and bureaucrat-capi
talism and established the People's Republic of China . 

• 

(Applause.) 

Second, we have been carrying out the socialist rev
olution and socialist construction in China. We have been 
doing this for the past twelve years and we are con
tinuing to do it. The founding of the People's Republic 
of China marked the beginning of the transition from the 
democratic to the socialist revolution. The Chinese pea-
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ple's democratic state power is in essence the dictatorship 
of the proletariat. In the past 12 years we have basi
cally completed the socialist revolution and in socialist 
construction have achieved immense successes. A very 
long time is still required to build China into a great 
socialist country with modern industry, modern agricul
ture, and modern science and culture. And a longer his
torical period is required to realize the transition from 
socialism to communism. Nevertheless, anyone can see 
that the socialist social system is already established in 
this great land of China and· that China is no longer a 
stagnant country but is forging ahead vigorously. 
(Applause.) 

T is a great event in the history of the development of 
. . 

Marxism-Leninism that in a large country with a popu-
lation of 650 million, under the leadership of the Com
munist Party of China, the people's democratic revolution 
has won complete victory, the socialist revolution has 
won decisive victory and socialist construction has won 
initial victory. Both before and after the October Rev
olution Lenin many times predicted that the Chinese 
revolution and the revolutions in other Asian countries 
would exert a profound and far-reaching influence on the 
course of human history. His prediction has begun to 
come true. Undoubtedly, the victory of the Chinese rev
olution has changed to a certain degree the international 
balance of forces in favour of the people of the world and 
against imperialism and all the reactionaries. This vic
tory has therefore been welcomed by the working people 
and peace-loving people the world over. It has also in
curred the enmity of the imperialists, the reactionaries of 
various countries and the Yugoslav revisionist group. 
The imperialists, the reactionaries of various countries and 
the Yugoslav revisionist group have been and are cursing 
us venomously and will go on doing so. This is inevitable 
and not surprising. But it will not harm us in the 
slightest. 

The historical facts of forty years have proved that 
the Communist Party of China is a great, glorious and 
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