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Feb. 7, 1965: By successive waves, US planes aitacked
North Viet Naw's tervitory. The US air war, of which
the August 5, 1964 raids were a prelude, started against
the DRV N in accovdance with plans laid down as early
as the beginning of 1964 by the National Security Coun-
cil n Washington.

Maych 8, 1965 : US marine units landed at Da Nang’
first contingents of an American -expeditionary corps
which was to swell to wmore than half-a-million ; the
“limited war” swpplanted the <special war” in South
Viet Nam.

April 7, 1965 at Baltimore, Johnson tried to jusiify
his war acts by the myth of an aggression of South Viet
Nam by the North, invoked US commitments to the pup-
pet government in Saigon and offered <umconditional
discussions’ .

Washington let it be understood that vesistance to US
designs would mean the merciless destruction of all major
constructions in the DRVN. Johnson’s negotiation offer,
pul forward at the very moment when he hurled US arm-
ed forces against both North and South Viet Nam, was
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noliiing shori of a demand for capilulation. Washington
thoughi that brandishing the threat of extermination would
be enough to bring the Vieinamese people to theiy fnees:
il simply failed to recognize their willlo live in independ-
ence and freedomi.

As early as March 22, 1963, the Nalional Front for
Liberaiion in a five-point statement affirmed lhe resolve
of South Viet Nam's people and armed forces to ““fuifil
theiy sacved duly, which is to drive out the US imperial-
ists, so as to liberate the South and defend the Novth.”
And a voal was dejined for ihis gigantic effort: «To
busld an independent, democraiic, peaceful and newtral
South Viet Nawm and wliimately achicve national yeuri-
ficalion’.

On April 8, 1965, jrom the vostrwm of the Nalional
Assembly in Hanoi, Premacr ham Van Dong proclaiiii-
ed the four-point position of the DRVIN Government Jor
the sefilement of the Viel Nawm issue.

The first two poinls recalled the essenital principles of

ihe Geneva Agreements, namely the vecogniiton of the Viel-
namese people’s basic national rights @ independence, sover-

eignly, wnity and leyvilorial imtegraby. All viclaitons Oy

the United Siates of thosc principles and of lhe stalus of
miilitary newivality of the fwo zones of Viet Nam pending
national rvewnijication musi e levminaled : this micani
withdvawal of all UIS iroops, cessation of the US policy
of intercention and aggression i1 Sowth Viel Nam and ol
all encroachmenis on the iervilory and sovereignty of lhe
DRVN. The vealization of these poinis would create, on
the (uiernational pianc, conditions for the application of
the third poini on the South Vietnamese people’s right Lo
6

self-delermination, and of lhe fourth point on Viet Nawm’'s
peaceful reunification.

This was a text of prime importance. The [our-point
position veflecled the resobve of an entive people Lo Jight fo
the end for the atlainwment of their sacred national objec-
tives, and at the same itme theiy good will in envisaging
a political seitlement.

For dls part, Washingion was to continue for several
vears the same game ! escalation of military opevations
to bring pressure to bear on the Vielnamese people and
lijt the movale of lhe puppets, together with “peace’”’ cam-
paigns aimed at placating US and world opinion. The
politico-milstary means it vesorted to, however, failed to
vield the expected wvesuits: the Vietnamese people were
standing Jivin both < the North and in the South while
m Saigon the puppel administration was plunged into
an cidless crisis.

Towards the end of 19065, Washington slepped up ils
“peace” campaign: a 37-day bombing halt was declared
with threal lo vesume the aiv raids in case the Yankee
diktat was wot heeded. In dozens of countries White
House envoys wmade a wnoisy propaganda about a US
fouricen-point “ peace” program (Jan. 7, 1900). Mean-
while a big cownler-ofjensive was lawnched by the US
command 1 Soulh Viet Nam in the hope of * seavching
ol and destroying’’ the NT'L vegular wnits, backbone of
the South Vielnamese vesistance. As the 1065-19060 armed
offensive and the pavallel < peace’’ offensive both failed,
Vasiington rapidly sivenglhened its expeditionary covps,
inicnsified the bombing against the DRVN and, towards
the end of 1900, mownted a new armed offensive againsi
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the NFL while demanding concessions from the DRVN
in return for en eventual bombing cessalion.

However, lo the Pentagow’s demands for ““reciprocity”
the Foveign Minister, of the DRVN, Nguyen Dy Trinh,
on January 28, 1967 gave a clear-cut answer which he
renewed on December 29 of the same yeay : talks between
the DRVN and the USA would take place only ajter the
wnconditional cessation of all bombings end other war
acts against the DRVN. Any self-respecting government
would have lo adopt the same stand, olherwise 1t would
find itself in a position of some one facing an enemy
who poinled his gun at him and dictated to him his terims.

Nearly two years weni by, during which 3,000 air-
planes were downed itn Novth Viel Nawi, two dry-season
counter-offensives were thwarted with heavy losses in the
South and increasing economic and political difficullies
swooped on the United States, befove the Americai rulers,
confronted moreover wilh an election campaign, came to
their senses: they had to accept a total and wnconditional
cessation of the bombing and all other acts of war against
the DRVN as from Nov. 1, 1968, making possible the
holding in Paris of @ quadvipartite conference on Viel Nam
with the participation of the NI'L on an equal fooling.

However,for Nixon, the new president of the United States,
although the trend towards de-escalation i the fightvng was
irvesisitble and demanded by the American nalion as a
whole, negotiations were but a “byproduct” of his policy of
“ Vietnamizing " the war. What was sought was not peace
but a military victory by othey ways and means.
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On May 14, 1959 he pul forward his first * plan [or
peace”’ : withdrawal of all < now-Southvielnamese troops”
i dwo  stages, and holding of eleclions n accordance
with procedures to be agreed wpon, it being understood
that those elections would be ovganized by the Nguyen
Van Thiew clique, dubbed the “ consiitutional and legal
government”’ of South Viel Nam ., lhe members of the
NFL would have to lay down theiy weapons, renounce
the wse of force and come back to the < wnational com-
snunity "

While insisting on the principle of  mutual troop
swithdrawal ', Nixon weveriheless could wot turn a deaf
car to the unanimous dewmands wn the world and the
{nited States for an carly vepalviation of the Gis, hence
lis decisions, laken within (he framework of ‘ Viet-
wamization”’, to reduce piecemeal the American expedi-
ilonary corps, this veducltion o be compensaied for by an
wntensive use of wultra~modern engines of death and bay-
barous methods of < pacification’’. The US airforce and
land and sea aviillerv inlensified theiy raids and pound-
dngs of all areas in Sowth Viel Nam io compel the popu-
lation Lo vegrowp dn cities controlled by US and puppel
iroops. With an cye to @ military viclory, Nixon siepped wp
the war @ Laos and in May 1g70 stavted an overt aggres-
ston agains! Cambodia, The Puris Conjerence was brought
1o a stanrdsiill, pending uny result lo come oul of this
“maximum mililary pressure”. Nivon's wneo-colowialist
ambitions were wol lWwmiied (o Vel Nam, they covered
the whole of Indochine-

In face of an opinion voused by the prolongalion of (i
soar An Vel Nawm and 1ls expansion fo other Indochinese
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countries, Nixon tried to justrfy his vefusal lo fix a dale
for tolal troop withdvawal fjrom South Viet Nawt, by
orcheslrating a huge propaganda campaign about << pris-
oners of way’. “ We will be there as long as they have
any (American) prisoners in Novth Viet Nam,” he again
repeated on April 29, 1g71.

The <« POWs” whose < tmimediate and wnconditional””
velease was demanded by Nixon, loomed lavge in the US
president’s five-point, second < peace plan’ of Oct. 7,
1970, next to a < cease-fire-in-place”’, an Indochina
“peace confevence’”’, a search for polilical settlement in
South Viel Nam in accordance with procedures fo be
agreed wpon, and, of course, the vefrain on ‘ mutual
troop withdrawal ™.

The Nixon ‘“peace plans’, aimed at camouflayping
war continuation, reflecled the neo-colonialist ambitions
of the Washington die-hards who, in spite of setbacks,
endeavoured lo cling by all means to South Viet Nam
through a puppel adwunisiration swearing allegiance o
the US and supported by a strong US military presence.

They offered a striking contrast with the programs for
political settlement put forward by the genuwine vepresen-
tatives of the Vietnamese people.

Right wn the first sessions of the Paris quedvipariite
conference, on May 8, 1969, the NFL delegation, which
later became the delegation of the Provisional Revolu-
Honary Government of the Republic of South Viel Naw,
proposed a 10-point overall solution to the South Viet
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Nam problem, in line with the NF 1. jive-pownd statement
and DRVN four-poinl postlion.

Based on respect for 'he Vietnamese people’s hasic pna-
tzonal vighls, this solution could rightly e desciibed as
procecding from the essential principles of the 1934 Gene-
va Agreemenls while faking into account the actual situa-
tion in Viet Nam. A “velurn io the Geneva Agreements”
was often proposed by the US, which however tenden-
tiously interpreted those agreenments in lhe sewse of a per-
manent partition of Viet Nam into fio different coun-
tries: the fable of an aggression of the South by the North
might then be concocted. It is obvious that the Vielnamese
people, who have buwill wp their national wnity in lhe
course of a pluvimillenary hisiory, could nol accepl such
a solution. Since terriiorial wirity is—like independence
and sovereignty —one of the basic nalional rights of the
Vietnamese people, which the Geneva dgreements duly
recognized, the only aggression in Viet Nam ts that being
commitied by the US imperialists. 1t is thevefore wup to the
United Stales to put an end to this aggression, pull out
from South Viet Nam all US troops and troops of the
other foreign countries of the US camp, their arms and
war materials, and dismantle all US military bases. This
is the first condition for any valid solulion.

The 10-point overall solution made a clear dislinclion
beiween two categories of questions. those to be debaled
between the US aggressovs and ihe Vietnwamese people,
victim of the aggression, and those concerning oniv Viei-
wamese paviies, lo be debaled among ihemselves.

The withdrawal of US and sateliite troops comes under
the first categorv. As for the problem of Vieinamese armed
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forces fighting in South Viet Nam, it beiongs o the second
calegory. 1o ask for a < mutwal troop withdrawal”, as
did Washingion, was lo sow conjusion, pit the aggressor
and his victine on aw equal jooting, and legalize the pre-
sence of US wrined forces in a land situwated more than
10,000 kilomelres away from lhe Uniied Slates.

The juture political regime of a South Viet Naw freed
from US wmilitary occupaiion is another problem of the
second calegory. No foreign tnterference can be folerated :
it is up to lhe Vietnamese people, nol lo Washington, to
decide, The gquestion is to define a process guaranleeing
the excreise of the South Vietnamese people’s vight to self-
determination. The PRG stood for the holding in South
Viet Naw of jree and democratic eleclions lo set wp a
wovernment of national concord. The crucial poini was
who was (o ovganize those elections. Nixon wanled lo
enivust the Ngwyen Var Thiew cligue with this lask, but
even Nguven Cao Ky, the vice-presideni of the Saigon
vegime, had lo acknowledge that the Saigon elections were
bl a farce and only served to install a government
which has nothing in common with the people.” (guoted
by the Telegraph of Brisbane, April 1, 1906g). The PRG,
though the fruit of a long and victorious struggle and the
embodiment of the deepest aspivations of the people in
Sowuth Viel Nawm, dit not arrogate o itself the vight to be
the sole organizer of the elections. Ii proposed that that
¥ight be excerted by a  provisional coalition government
formed after consultations, on a basis of equaltly, democ-
racy and muiual vespect, belween political jorces represent-
ing the various social straia and political iendencies that
stood for peace, independence and neulrality, including
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those persons who, for political reasons, had had 1o live
abroad.

On Seplember 17, 1970, at the 84th plenary session of
the Paris Conference, Mmne Nguven Thi Binh, Foreign
Minister and head of lhe delegalion of the RSVN PRG,
presented an 8-point clarification of the May &, 1904
overall solution,

While reaffivining the demand for a lolal and uncondi-
tonal wilthdreweal of US and satellite ivoops, Mme Binh's
statement specified that in case the US Governinent declared
i would withdraw the troops by June 30, 1971, the Peo-
ple’s Liberalion Avined Fovces would refrain from atiacking
the withdvawing ivoops, and fhe pavties concerned would
engage et once in discussions on! a) the quesiion of ensuy-
ing safely for the total withdrewel from South Viel Nam of
the ivoops concerned, ) the question of veleasing capiured
militarymen.

Concerning the problem of poier in South Viel Nam,
the statement specified that since the present leam in Sai-
gon, e waviike and fascist one. and a lool of the US
policy of aggression, were mulishly obposing anv peaceful
settlement, the vestovalion of gemuine peace necessilated
thewr overthrow and the formation of an adwministration
standing jor peace, independence, neulralily and democ-
racy. The PRG was prepared to cnler into talks with
such an administvaiion, and a provesional coalilion gov-
ernmment was to be set up with the lwee following com-
ponents:

— persons from e PRG,

— hersomns from the said Saicon admingsivation, who
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veally stood for peace, independence, neulrality and
democracy,

— persons from various political and rveligious forces
and tendencies standing for peace, independence, newtyal-
ity and democracy ncluding Uhose who, for political
reasons, had had lo live abroad.

On December 10, 1970, ai the o4th plenary session of
ihe Paris Conference, Mme Nguyen Thi Binh expounded
the views of the PRG on an eventual South Viet Nam
cease-fire.

A cease-fire would come into force between the South
Viet Nawm People’s Liberation Aymed Forces and the
troops and wmilitary personnel of the US and the other
joreign countyies in the US cammp immediately after the
US Government declared it would withdraw from South
Viet Nam all US and satellite {roops and nulitary per-
sonnel bejore June 30, 1971; 1t would be put inlo effect
between the South Viet Nam People’s Liberation Armed
Forces and the armed forces of the Saigon administration
immediately after an agreement had been yeached on the
provisional tripartite government veferred to above.

The proposal on a < cease-fire-in-place” in  Nixon's
October 7, 1970 speech was thus dismissed : lo accept such
a cease-five would amount to legalizing US occupalion
of parts of South Viet Nam’'s tervilory and alving the
aggressor a breathing space for hm lo prepare for new
wmalitary venlures.

On July 1, 1971, at the 119tk plenary session of the
Paris Conference, Mme Nguyen Thi Binh presented a
new program in 7 points for the settlement of the South
Viet Nam problem. This program, bused on the 10-point
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overall soluiton of the PRG, deals with lwo burning gues-
tions among others.

1t stipulates that in case the US Government fixes a
deadline Jor such a withdvawal in 1971, the parties will
al the same time agree on the modalities of two operations :
the total wilhdrawal in safely of the troops concerned, and
the velease of all militarymen of all parties and of all civil
ians captured in the war, including American pilots cap-
tured tn Novth Viet Nam. These two operations will begin
on the same date and end on the same date. Thus, lhe
Asnerican president would have only to announce o dead-
line i 1971 for the total withdvawal of US and satellite
troops, and all the GIs in South Viet Nam and all the
US pilols detained in North Viet Nam would be able to
spend Christmas this year in their homes. The questions of
captured military men, which constitules an issue nor-
mally to be setiled only afler the end of the hostilitics, can
now find a solutton in a very near juture as a rvesult of
lhe generous policy of the PRG.

The seven-point peace initiative also stipulates that the
LS Government wmust cease backing the bellicose group
headed by Nguven Van Thiew at present wn office in
Saigon, and stop all manoeuwvres, including rigged elec-
Lons, aimed al maintaining the quisling Nguyen Van
Thiew. The PRG program adds thal the -political, social
and religious forces in South Viel Nam aspiving for
peace and national concord will wuse various means 1o
form an Saigon a new administration favouwring peace,
wndependence, newtrality and democracy, with which the
PRG will tmmedialely enter nto lalks on issues rvelaling
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{0 the cessation of war and restoration of peace, in par-
ticular ow the formation on a broad - bascd (lripariile
government of nattonal concord which will be entrusied
with the holding of genwinely free, democratic and jair

general elections.

The other poinis of the July 1, 1971 peace initiative of
the PRG—regarding the question of Vielnamese armed
jorces inn Souil Viel Nam , lhe peaceful veunification of
Viet Nam and (he velations between the Novih and ihe
South zomes, the foreign policy of peace and reutraiily
of South Viet Nam, the damage caused by the Uniled
States to the Vietnamese people in both zones  respect and
international guaraniee for lhe accords which will have
been concluded—while veiterating the proposals contlained
in the May 8, 1969 overall solution, contain many 1ew
elements which only further highlight the good wili of the
South Vietnamese patriols.

From the 3-point statement and the 4-point posilion (o
the 7-point peace program, the bases for a Viet Nam sel-
tiement have been laid down.

Nixon is driven inlo a tighl corner. It ts wp lo him to
give proof, not any longer bv words but by deeds, of his
proclaimed good will for peace, concern for the South Viel-
namese people’s vight to self-delermination and solicitude

for the GIs and more particularly for the US pilots caplur-

ed in North Viet Nam
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He 1s beset by difficuliies from ail sides: the * Viet-
namizalion” program has come o grief in the wake of
the heavy setbacks sustained by US-Saigow troops in the
first six months of 1971, especially in Lower Laos; suc-
cessive ““pacificalion”’ plans have all failed ; in Saigon,
the popular movement of struggle is beiny stepped up
while Washington’s henchmen are tearing one another Lo
Dieces as the *“ presidential elections” are gesting neaver.
The anii-war drive is growing in the United States; 73
per cenl of persons consulied in an opinion poll came oul
against  Nixon’s Viet Nam and Indochina policy. The
majoritv of senators and an ineveasing nunther of repre-
sentatives of both the Democratic and Republican parties
are demanding a complete reappraisal by Nixon of his
Indochina policy. Averell Harriman, the ex-US negotiator
i Paris, acknowledged in a book vecentiv published in
New York, that in the cowrse of his official i¥ips in the
days of the Johnson administration o some fifty countries
we condd find oniy one or two governmments in the Far
Fast that were favourable fo the US siance in face of the
Viet. Nawm problem. This universal criticism has only
vedoubled ever since. )

Lo opt etther for peace i1 honour—a peace the possibi-
Hides for which have been shouwn bv he PRG seven
points—or for the continuation of an inunvral, disastrous

and lostng war—the choice wow depends wpon Nizon.
Washingion's [irst veactions (o the PR seven-poini
proposai iend lo show thai Nixon is still sticking {o his
neo-colonialist ambilions. Ile siill belicves e conld win
a silitary victery by prolonging the war and maling a
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maximigie use of - up-io-date engines of destruction, he
seeks by various manoetivres to undermine the great inler-
national movement of aid and support lo the Vietnamese
people. He lhas not given up his scheme to make Astans
fight Asians, Vietnamese jight Vietnamese, and to camou-
flage the US swav over South-east Asian countries through
regional organizations and agreements. Above all, he relies
upon his strategy of genocide fo exhaust the force of
rvesistance of the Vietnamese, Lao and Khmer peoples.

Nixon is grossty mistaken. The Indochinese people,
clostng thety vanks, ave vesolved to fight and wrest back
theiv independence and frecdom. So long as a single US
aggressor vemains on the terriiory of Viet Nam or any
other Indochinese country, the struggle will go on. In the
world today, nobody can subdue by force of arms, or
decetve, those peoples who are delermined to fight on. Nobody
can deflecl from ils goal (he movement of solidarity linking
the three greal vevolutionary frends of our times—the jorces
struggling jor socialist construction in many countries,
those working for national independence in the Thivd
World, and those sianding for democvacy, peace and
social progress in the capitalist couniries.

July 1071

NCTE

As we wrote this article, Nhan Dan, the central organ

of the Viet Nam Workers’ Party, set forth the Vietnamese:

stand in twe important editorials.
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We reproduce below as a docament some excerpts  of
those editorials:

Jilyv 19 Lditorial

“ Washington’s obstinacy with regard to the Vietpamese
problem has thrown light on the aggressive and warlike
nature of US imperialism, a full expression of which can be
found in its counter-revolutionary global strategyv called the
“Nixon doctrine.’

““The ‘ Nixon doctrine’ was conceived after the Traman
doctrine, the Kennedy strategy, cte., had gone bankrapt
one after the other. It was the direct outgrowth of o scries
of US setbacks in Viet Nam, of the failure of the biggest-
ever local war waged by more than half-a - million US
troops supported by modern air and naval force. 1t was
also the product of the world balance of forces which had
changed in favour of tho reveolutionary forces and to the
disadvantage of the imperialist forces, while 2 weakened
imperialist United Statcs was in the throos of a major
crisis.

B

“In a nutshell, the ¢ Nixon doctrine is the counter-

revolationary global strategy of US imperialism, which relies

op  US military force and war mieans, seels to set up an
allisnce of the counter-revolutionary forces in cach tegion,
tries to divide the socialist countrics, to win over one
scetion and pit it against the other in an c¢ffort to check
the pational-liberation movement, and carry out a counter-
revolationary ‘peaceful evolution’ in the socialist countries.

““As applied in Asia, it iatends to rally the counter-
revolutionary forces in this region, with Japancse militarism
as the core, into a regional alliance spearbeaded against
the soclalist countries and the libceration movement of
various nations. The prime target and also the first testing
ground of this doctrine is South Viet Nam, Laos and
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Cambodia. Nixon's policy is also aimed at achieving «
compronse between the big powers in an attempt to impose

their arrangements on smaller gountries (oo}

« The situation of the Nixon clique was in fact desperate.
They were i{ighting with their backs fo the wall. The whole
Trnited States and the whole world were shouting: stop the
war of aggre

ssion in Viet Nam and bring all US troops
home. Finding himself in such a fix, Nixon inoved heaven
and earth for a way out., 3ut he has gone to the wrong
place. Though the exit door has been opened, he has strayed
into a blind ailey.

¢ 1t hos been a traditional practice of the iwmperialists
£o bend others to their will and to use their strength as big
powers to bully smaller countries. Now they again want to
resort to this ridiculous practice. But today the world has
changed. Ouly those indulging in day-drcams are not aware
of the fact that the smaller countries have stood np to take
their destiny into theiv own hands. Tt is this stupidily and
ignorance which keeps the US imperialists in their colonial-
ist dreawm. This era is onc when the nations refuse to bow
to dictates, when even a small country can hold in check
big aggressors. Viet Nam is not a big couantry; she has
weither o vast territory nor a large population. Yet sic has
‘defeated several major imperialisms’. The fight of the
Victnamese people is one of the resplendent signs of the
times when the nations are shaping their own destinies.
‘The alliance awmong the nations and among the revolutionary
forces in the world makes up a great, iuvincible stremgth.
The timne when the imperialists jorded it over the whole
world is definitively gone. The time when big powers could
browbeat smaller countries has ended for good.

«8p jong as the Nixon clique do not reconcile themselves

to defeat, the Vietnamese people and the peoples of Laocs
and Cambodia will continue their fight.”
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July 20 Lditorial

«The Nixon clique is the most reactionary, warlike anti-
communist group. Tt reanains very obstinate in spite of its
heavy setbacks. Tn pursuance of its ¢ Vietnamization of the
war’ scheme and jts ¢ Nixon doctrine’, it is endeavouring
to coanter-attack at ail costs, in the illusory hope cf gain-
ing on the battlefield a. position of strength from which to
negotiate. So long as the Yankees mulishly continae their
aggression, our people and armed forces will perseveringly
carry on and intensily their resistance. Nixon and his con-
federates may vesort to any kind of crafty wanceuvres and
rush about trying to find a way out, they cannot escape
defeat. Since even their efforts on the battlefront lhave not
allowed them to change the situation, all their démarches
will be to no avail. The decisive voice in the matter belongs
to those who have defeated them. '
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FIVE-POINT STATEMENT
BY THE NFL CENTRAL COMMITTEE

{March 22, 1965)

. The US imperialists are the saboteurs of the Geneva

Agreements, the most brazen warmongers and
aggressors and the sworn enemy of the Vietnamese
people.

. The heroic South Vietnamese people are resolved to-
drive out the US imperialists in order to liberate
South Viet Nam, build an independent, democratic,
peaceful and neutral South Viet Nam and ultimate-
ly achieve national reunification.

. The valiant South Vietnamese people and the South
Viet Nam Libcration Army are resolved to fulfil
their sacred duty, which is to drive out the US
imperialists so as to liberate the South and defend the
North,

The South Vietnamese people express their profound
gratitude to the peace- and justice-loving people:
all over the world for their wholehearted support
and declare their readiness to receive all assistance,
including weapons and all other war materials,
from their friends in the five continents.

. Let our entire people unite, take up arms, continue
to march forward heroically, and be resolved to
fight and defeat the US aggressors and Vietnamese
traitors.
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Geneva Agrcements on Viet Nam must be strictly
-respected : the two zones must refrain from joining
any military alliance with foreign countries, and
there must be no foreign military bases, troops,
and military personnel in their respective terri-

tories.
FOUR-POINT POSITION
oF THE DRVN COVERNMENT 3. The affairs of South Viet Nam are to be settled by
the South Vietnamese people themselves, in accord-
Presented by Premicr Pham Van Dong ance with the programme of the South Viet Nam
to the DRVN National Assembly | National Front for Liberation, without any foreign
(April 8, 1o65) : ’
interference.

4. The peaceful reunification of Viet Nam is to be set.

1. Recognition of the basic national rights of the Viet- tled by the Vietnamese people in both zones, with-
namese people: peace, independence, sovereignty, out any foreign interference.
unity and territorial integrity. According to the
Geneva Agreements, the US Government must
withdraw from South Viet Nam all US troops,
military personnel and weapons of all kinds, dis-
mantle all US military bases there, cancel its
“military alliance” with Saigon. It must end its
policy of intervention and aggression in South Viet
Nam. According to the Gencva Agrecments, the
US Government must end its war acts against the
North, definitely end all encroachments on the ter-
ritory and sovereignty of the Democratic Republic
of Viet Nam.

2. Pending the peaceful reunification of Viet Nam,
while Viet Nam is still temporarily divided into
two zones, the military provisions of the 1954
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TEN-FOINT OVERALL SOLUTION

Presented by Mr. Tran Buun Kiem, head of the NFL
Delegation, at the 16th plenavy session of the
Paris Conference on Viet Nam (May 3, t969).

Proceeding from a desire to reach a political
solution with a view to ending the US imperialists’
war of aggression in South Viet Nam and helping
restore peace in Viet Nam;

On the basis of respect for the fundamental
national rights of the Vietnamese people;

Proceeding from the fundamental principles of
the 1954 Geneva Agreements on Viet Nam and the
actual situation in Viet Nam

On the basis of the Political Programme and the
{ive-point solution of the South Viet Nam National
Front for Liberation, which are in keeping with
the four-point stand of the Government of the De-
mocratic Republic of Viet Nam;

The South Viet Nam National Front for Libera-
tion expounds as follows the principles and main
content of an overall solution to the South Viet
Nam problem to help restore peace in Viet Nam:

1. To respect the Vietnamese people’s fundamental na-
tional rights, viz., independence, sovereignty, unity
and territorial integrity, as recognized by the 1954
Geneva Agreements on Viet Nam.

2. The US Government must withdraw from South
Viet Nam all US troops, military personnel, arms
and war materials, and all troops, military person-
pel, arms and war materials of the other foreign
countries of the US camp without posing any con-
dition whatsoever:; liquidate all US military bases
in South Viet Nam ; renounce all cncroachments on
the sovereignty, territory and security of Sounth
Viet Nam and the Democratic Republic of Viet
Narn.

3. The Vietnamese people’s right to defend their Father-
land is the sacred, inalienable right of self-defence
of all peoples. The question of the Vietnamese
armed forces in South Viet Nam shall be resolved
by the Vietnamese parties among themselves.

4. The people of South Viet Nam scttle themscives
their own affairs without foreign interference. They
decide themselves the political regime of South
Viet Nam through f{ree and democratic general
elections, Through free and democratic general
elections, a Constituent Assembly will be set up,
a Constitution worked out, and a coalition govern-
ment of South Viet Nam installed, reflecting
national concord and the broad wunion of all social
strata.



5. During the period between the restoration of peace
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and the general elections, neither party shall im-
pose its political regime on the people of South
Viet Nam.

The political forces representing the various social
strata and political tendencies in South Viet Nam
that stand for peace, independence and neutrality,
including those persons who, for political reasons,
have had to live abroad, will enter into talks to
set up a provisional coalition government based on
the principle of equality, democracy and mutual
respect with a view to building a peaceful, indepen-
dent, democratic and neutral South Viet Nam.

The provisional coalition government is to have
the following tasks :

a) -- To implement the agreements to be conclud-
ed on the withdrawal of the troops of the United
States and the other foreign countries of the Amer-
ican camp, cte.

b) — Te achieve national concord, and a broad
union of all social strata, political forces, national-
ities, religious communities, and all persons, no
matter what their political beliefs and their past
may be, provided they stand for peace, independ-
ence and neutrality.

c¢) To achieve broad demecratic freedoms — free-
dom of speech, freedom of the press, freedom of
assembly, freedom of belief, freedom to establish
political parties and organizations, f{reedom to
demonstrate, ctc.; to set free those persons jailed

on political grounds; to prohibit all acts of terror,
reprisal and discrimination against people having
collaborated with either side, whether they are now
in the country or abroad, as provided for in the
1954 Geneva Agreements on Viet Nam,

d) To heal the war wounds, to restore and
develop the economy, to restore a normal life for
the people, and to improve the living conditions
of the labouring people.

¢) To hold free and democratic general elections
in the whole of South Viet Nam with a view to
achieving the right for the people of South Viet
Nam to settle themselves their own affairs, in ac-
cordance with the content of point 4 mentioned
above.

6. South Viet Nam will carry out a foreign policy of

peace and neatrality:

To carry out a policy of good-neighbourly rela-
tiong with the Kingdom of Cambedia on the basis
of respect for her independence, sovereignty, necu-
trality and territorial integrity within her present
borders. To carry out a policy of good-neighbourly
relations with the Kingdom of Laos on the basis
of respect for the 19H2 Geneva Agreements on
Laos.

To establish diplomatic, economic and cul-
tural relations with all countries, irrespective of
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political and social regime, including the Unit-
ed States, In accordance with the five princi-
ples of peaceful coexistence : respect for each other’s
independence, sovereignty and territorial integrity,
non - aggression, non - interference in each other’s
internal affairs, equality and mutual benefif, peace-
ful coexistence: to accept economic and technical
aid with no political conditions attached from any
country.

7. The reunification of Viet Nam will be achieved step

by step, by peaceful means, through discussions
and agrecment between the iwo zones, without
foreign interference.

Pending the peaceful reunification of Viet Nam,
the two zones will re-establish normal relations in
all fields on the basis of multual respect.

The military demarcation line between the two
zones at the 17th parallel, as provided for by the
1954 Geneva Agreements, is a provisional line and
does not constitute in any way a political bound-
ary. The two zones will reach agreement on the
statute of the demilitarized zome, and work out
modalities for movements across the provisional
military demarcation line.

s. As provided for in the rgs4 Geneva Agreements on

[

Viet Nawn, pending the peaceful regnification of
Viet Nam, the two zones, North and South, of
Viet Nam undertake to refrain from joining any
alliance with foreign countries, mot to allow any
foreign country to muintain military basecs, troops

G

and- milifary personnel on their respective soil,
and net to recognize the protection of any country
or military alliance or bloc.

To resolve the aftermath of the war:

a) — The parties will negotiate the release of the
armymen captured in war,

b} — The US Government must bear full respon-
sibility for the Insses and devastations it has caused
to the Vietnamese people in both zones.

The parties will reach agrecment on an iterna-
tional supervision of the withdrawal from South
Viet Nam of the troops, military personnel, arms
and war materials of the United Statesand the other
foreign countries of the American camp.

The principles and content of the overall solu-
tion expounded above form an integral whole, On
the basis of these principles and content, the par-
tics will reach understanding to the offect of
concluding agreements on the above-mentioned
questions with a view to ending the war in South
Viet Nam and contributing to restoring peace in
Viet Nam.



EIGHT-POINT CLARIFICATION
OF THE TEN-POINT OVERALL SOLUTION

Presented by Mme Nguoyen Thi Binh, Foreign
Minister and hecad of the Delegation of the
RSVN PRG, at the 84th plenary session of the
Paris Confcrence on Viet Nam (September 17, 1970)

1. The US Government must put an end to its war of

aggression in Viet Nam, stop its policy of «“ Viet-
namization” of the war, withdraw from South
Viet Nam all troops, military personnel, weapons,
and war materials of the United States as well as
all troops, military personnel, weapons and war
materials. of the other foreign countries in the US
camp, without posing any condition whatsoever,
and dismantle all US military bases in South Viet
Nam.

If the US Government declarcs that by June 30,
1971, 1l will have withdrawn from South Viet Nam all
its troops and those of the other foreign countries
in the US camp, the People’s Liberation Armed
Forces will refrain from attacking the withdrawing
troops of the United States and those of the other
foreign countries in the US camp, and the partics
will engage at once in discussions on:

- the question of ensuring safcty for the total
withdrawal from South Viet Nam of the US troops
and those of the other foreign countries in the US
camp ; and

— the question of releasing captured military-
men.

2. The question of Vietnamese armed forces in South

Viet Nam shall be resolved by the Vietnamese par-
ties among themselves.

3. The warlike and fascist Thien-Ky-Khiem administra-

tion, a tool of the US policy of aggression, are franti-
cally opposing peace, striving for the intensification
and expansion of the war and for the prolongation
of the US military occupation of South Viet Nam,
and are cnriching themsclves with the blood of the
people. They are serving the US imperialist
aggressors who massacre their compatriots and de-
vastate their country. They have stepped up ¢ paci-
fication '’ campaigns to terrorize the people and
hold them in the vice of their regime, set up a
barbarous system of jails of the type of the “ tiger
cages ' in Con Dao and established a police regime
of the utmost cruelty in South Viet Nam. They
carry out ferocious repression against those who
stand for peace, independence, neutrality and de-
mocracy, regardless of social condition, political
tendency and religion. They repress all those who
are not of their clan. They increase forcible press-
ganging and endeavour to plunder the property of
the South Viet Nam people so as to serve the US
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policy of ¢ Vietnamization” of the war. The res-
toration of genuine peace in South Viet Nam neces-
sitates the formation in Saigon of an administra-
tion without Thieu, Ky, and Khiem, an adminis-
tration which stands for peace, independence,
neutrality, improves the people’s living conditions,
ensures democratic liberties such as frecedom of
speech, freedom of the press, freedom of assembly,
freedom of belief, etc, releases those who have been
jailed for political reasons, and dissolves concen-
tration camps so that the people kept there may
return to live in their native places. The Provi-
sional Revolutionary Government of the Republic
of South Vict Nam is preparcd to enter into talks
with such an administration on a political settle-
ment of the South Viet Nam problem so as to put
an end to the war and restore peace in Viet Nam,

4. The South Viet Nam people will decide themselves
the political regime of South Viet Nam through
really frec and democratic general elections, elect a
national assembly, work out a constitution of a
national and democratic character, and set up a
government reflecting the entire people’s aspirations
and will for peace, independence, neutrality, democ-
racy, and national concord.

The general elections must be held in a really
free and democratic way. The modalities of the
elections must guarantec genuine freedom and
equality during the electoral campaigns and voting
to all citizens, irrespective of their political tenden-
cies, including those who are living abroad. No
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party shall usurp for itself the right to organize
general elections and lay down their modalities.
General elections organized by the puppet adminis-
iration of the US in Saigon at the point of the
bayonets of the US occupying troops cannot be
free and democratic.

A provisional government of broad coalition is
indispensable for the organization of really free and
democratic general elections and alse for ensuring
the right to self-determination of the South Viet
Nam people during the transitional period between
the restoration of peace and the holding of general
elections.

The provisional coalition government will include
three components:

— persons from the Provisional Revolutionary

Government of the Republic of South Viet Nam;

— persons from the Saigon adminitration who
really stand for peace, independence. ncutrality
and democracy ;

— persons from wvarious political and religious
forces and tendencies standing for peace, independ-
ence, neutrality and democracy, including those
who, for political reasons, have had to live abroad.

The provisional coalition government will imple-
ment the agreements reached by the parties.

The provisional coalition government will carry
out a policy of national concord, ensure the
democratic freedoms of the people, prohibit all
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acts of terror, reprisal, and discrimination against
those who have coliaborated with either side,
stabilize and improve the living conditions of the
people and organize gemeral elections to form a
coalition government.

The provisional coalition government will pur-
sue a foreign policy of peace and mneutrality, prac-
tise a policy of good-neighbourliness with the
Kingdom of Laos and the Kingdom of Cambodia,
respect the sovereignty, independence, neutrality
and territorial integrity of thesc two countries. It
will establish diplomatic relations with all coun-
tries regardless of their political regime, including
the United States, in accordance with the five
principles of peaceful coexistence.

6. Viet Nam is one, the Vietnamese people is one. The

reunification of Viet Nam will be achieved step by
step, by peaceful means, on the basis of discussions
and agreements between the two zones, without
coercion or annexation by either side, without
foreign interference. The time for reunification as
well as all questions relating to reunification will
be discussed and agreed upon by both zones. Pend-
ing the peaceful reunmification of the country, the
two zones will re-establish normal relations in all
fields on the basis of equality and mutual respect,
and will respect cach other’s political regime and
internal and cxternal policies.

7. The parties will decide together measures aimed at

ensuring respect for and the correct implementa-
tion of the provisions agreed upon.

8. After the signing of accords aimed at putting an

end to the war and restoring peace in Viet Nam,
the parties will implement the modalities that will
have been laid down for a cease-fire in South Viet
Nam.

To attain a peaceful settlement of the Viet Nam
problem, the Provisional Revolutionary Govern-
ment of the Republic of South Viet Nam declares
its readiness henceforth to get in touch with forces
or persons of various political tendencies and reli-
gions both in the country and abroad, including
members of the present Saigon administration,
except Thien, Ky and Khiecm.
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STATEMENT ON AN EVENTUAL CRASE-FIRE

By Mme Nguyen Thi Binh, at the g4th plenary
session of the Paris Conference on Viet Nam
(December 1o, 1970).

1. A cease-fire will come into force between the South

Viet Nam Pcople’s Liberation Armed Forces and
the troops and military personnel of the US and
the other foreign countries in the American camp
immediately after the US Government declares
that it will withdraw from South Viet Nam all
troops and military personnel of the US and the
other foreign countries of the American camp
before June 30, 1971. The parties will immediately
discuss measures to ensure safety for all withdraw-
ing US troops and troops of the other foreign
countries in the Amcrican camp and the release
of captured militarymen.

2. A cease-fire will be put into effect between the South

40

Viet Nam People’s Liberation Armed Forces and
the armed forces of the Saigon administration im-
mediately after the Provisional Revolutionary Gov-
ernment of the Republic of South Viet Nam and
a Saigon administration without Thieu, Ky, Khiem

that favours peace, independence, neutrality and
democracy, have come to terms on the formation
of an interim coalition government including three
components in order to organize general elections
as stipulated in the RSVN PRG statement of Sep-
tember 17, 1970.

3. The parties concerned will agree on measures to

ensure respect for and the scrupulous application
of the points on which agreement will have becn
reached.
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SEVEN-~POINT PROGRAM FOR A SETTLEMENT
OF THE SOQUTH VIET NAM PROBLEM

Presented by Mime Nguyen Thi Binh at the
119th plenary session of the Paris Coanference on
Viet Mam (July 1, i971).

In compliance with the Vietnamese people’s
aspirations for peacc and national independence,
the American and the world’s pcople’s desire for
peace, in token of its goodwill to make the Paris
Conference on Viet Nam progress, basing itself on
the ten-point overall solution, and following the
sSeptember 17, 1970, cight-point and the December
10, 1g70, three-point statements, the Provisional
Revolutionary Government of the Rcpublic of
South Viet Nam declares the following:

1. Regarding o deadiine for the tolal withdvawal of 1°S

forces.

The US Government must put an end to its war
of aggression in Viet Nam, stop * Vietnamization ",
withdraw fromt South Viet Nam all troops, mili-
tary personnel, weapons, and war materials of the
United States and of the other foreign countries
in the US camp, and dismantle all US bascs in

South Viet Nam, without laying down any condi-
tion whatsoever.

The US Government iust set o deadline for the
withdrawal from South Vict Nam of the totality
of US forces and those of the other foreign coun-
tries in the US camp.

U the US Government fixes such a date for the
withdrawal from South Viet Nam in 1977 of the
totality of US forces and those of the other foreign
countries in the US camp, the parties will at the
same time agree on modalities for :

a) the withdrawal in safety from South Viet
Nam of the totality of US forces and these of the
other forcign countrics in the US camp ;

b) the release of the totality of milifarymen of
all parties and civilians captured in the war (includ-
ing Ametican pilots captured in North Viet Namj,
so that they may all rapidly return home.

These two operations will begin on the same
date and wiil end on fhe same date,

A cease-fire will be observed between the South
Viet Nam People’s Liberation Armed Forces and
tiie armed forces of the United States and of the
other foreign countries in the US camp as soon as
the parties have reached agrecment on the with-
drawal fromw South Viet Nam of the totality of IS
forces and those of the other {forcign countries in
the Us camp.



2. Regarding the question of power in South Viet Nam.

The US Government must really respect the
South Viet Nam people’s right to self-determina-
tion, put an end to its interference in the internal
affairs of South Viet Nam, cease backing the bel-
licose group headed by Nguyen Van Thieu at pre-
sent in office in Saigon, and stop all manoeuvres,
including rigged elections, aimed at maintaining
the quisling Nguyen Van Thieu,

The political, social and religious forces in
South Viet Nam aspiring for peace and national
concord will use all suitable means to form in
Saigon a new administration favouring peace, in-
dependence, neutrality and democracy. The Provi-
sional Revolutionary Government of the Republic
of South Viet Nam will immediately enter into
talks with that administration to settle the follow-
ing questions:

a) To form a broad three-component interim
government of national concord which will function
during the period between the restoration of peace
and the holding of general elections and organize
general elections in South Viet Nam.

A cease-fire will be observed between the South
Viet Nam People’s Liberation Armed Forces and
the armed forces of the Saigon administration as
soon as a government of national concord has been
formed.

b) To take specific measures with the required
guarantees to prohibit all acts of terror, reprisal,
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and. discrimination against persons having col-
laborated with one or the other party, to ensure
every democratic liberty to the South Viet Nam
people, to release all persons jailed for political
reasons, to dissolve all concentration camps and
to liquidate all forms of constraint and coercion
so as to permit the people to return to their native
places in complete freedom and to freely engage
in their occupations.

¢) To see that the people’s living conditions are
stabilized and gradually improved, to create
conditions allowing e¢veryone to contribute his
talents and efforts to heal the war wounds and
rebuild the country.

d) To agree on measures to ensure the holding
of genuinely free, democratic, and fair general
elections in South Viet Nam.

3. Regarding the question of Vietnamese armed forces in
South Viet Nam.

The Vietnamese parties will together settle the
question of Vietnamese armed forces in South Viet
Nam in a spirit of national concord, equality, and
mutual respect, without foreign interference, in
accordance with the postwar situation and with
a view to lightening the people’s contributions.

4. Regarding lhe peaceful reunification of Viel Nam
and the vélations between the North and the South.

a) The reunification of Viet Nam will be achieved
step by step, by peaceful means, through discus-
sions and agreements between the two zones,
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without constraint and anpexation by cither party
and without foreign interference.

Pending the reunification of the country, the
North and the South will re-cstablish normal
rvelations, guarantee free movement, frce corres-
pondence, {ree choice of residence, and maintain
economic and cultural relations on the principle of
mutual interests and mutual assistance.

All questions concerning the two zones will be
settled by qualified representatives of the Viet-
namese people in the fwo zonmes through negotia-
tions, without forcign interference,

b} In keeping with the provisions of the 1954
Geneva Agreements on  Viet Nam, while the
country is still temporarily divided into two zones,
the North and the South zones of Viet Nam will
refrain from joining any military alliance with
1 country to

foreign countrics, allowing any foreig
have military bases, troops and milicary personnel
on their soil, and accepting the protection of any
country, aud any military alliance or bloc.

5. Regarding the foreign policy of peace and meulyality

of South [7iet Nam.

South Viet Nam will pursuve a foreign policy of
peace and neatrality, establish relations with all
countries regardless of their political and social
regime, in accordance with the five principles of
peaceful  coexistence, maintain economic and
cultural relations with all countries, accept the

co-operation of forcign countries in the exploita-
tion of the resources of South Viet Nam, accept
from any country economic and technical aid
without amy political conditions attached, and
participate in regional plans of economic co-oper-
ation.

On the basic of these principles, after the end of
the war, South Viet Nam and the United States
will establish relations in the political, economic,
and cultural fields.

0. Regurding the damage caused by the United Slales to

the Vietnamese people in the two zones.

The US Government must bear full responsibility
for the losses and the destruction it has caused to
the Vietnamese people in the two zones.

7. Regarding respect and international guarantee jor ihe

accords which will have been concluded.

The parties will come to terms on the forms of
respect and international guarantee for the accords.
which will have been concluded.
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