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Editorial

Jailbreak, Armoury Raid & Dynamics of People’s War

The raid on the Girdih Armoury on Nov.
11" was an appropriate celebration of the
75" anniversary of the Chittagong Armoury
raid. Then, it was against the British
despotic rule; the present was against the
oppressive rule by the new rulers. Two days
later the historic Jehanabad jailbreak was
also a continuation of the legacy of India’s
freedom struggle where numerous
revolutionaries broke the chains that bound
them and escaped to freedom to fight the
oppressors. Some called it the “Storming
of the Bastille” — the famous jailbreak of
the French revolution. Others called it the
freedom of the poor and oppressed while
the real criminals are outside. Yet others
called it instant justice against a system
that falsely incarcerates them for years. And
as a cloth merchant in Jehanabad’s main
bazaar said (Tehelka 3/12/05) “Acha hua,
Acha hua .... The police never help the
people, they are only exploiting them, it is
high time someone taught them a lesson,
it is good someone is standing up to them”.

The oppressed masses of this country
and the progressive people welcomed both
these actions; it is the elite and their hangers
on of all types who condemn it due to fear
for loosing their lavish lifestyles. The
people of our country have over the
centuries resorted to numerous revolts
against their oppressors. But all failed as
they did not have a leadership that could
take on the might of the state and a scientific
alternative to the existing system.

A statement issued on Nov.13% by Com.
Sadan on behalf of the Bihar-Jharkhand
Military Commission on the Girdih armoury
raid stated: “Seizing arms from the armoury
at Girdih is a gift of the legacy of the
independence struggle. It is part of the
continuous link of the ongoing people’s
war. In order to serve the interests of
imperialism, especially US imperialism,
feudalism and the comprador bourgeoisie,
the Indian government, run by corrupt
bureaucrats, is unleashing intense
repression and exploitation on the people.
Under the Black laws arresting people
without a second thought and firing on
people and killing them in fake
encounters, etc have all become an
everyday occurrence.”

The Statement adds that “The present
anti-people government and system is

giving opportunities to the TNCs to loot
the natural resources in the name of
globalization. Recently the Jharkhand
government has had huge agreements with
big capitalists like Tata, Jindal, Mittal,
etc for the building of massive iron ore
mines and steel plants which will lead to
the displacement of lakhs of people.
Rivers, land, forests, mines, factories, fuel,
finances, labour, etc are being given to
the imperialists. As a result the people are
losing their jobs, food, dignity clothes,
land, property and even the houses in
which they live. The people do not have
democracy, do not have the right to speak,
do not have the right to hold public
meetings, etc. The action of seizing arms
from the Girdih armoury is showing the
people the bright path against all this.

“Actually the seizure of the armoury of
Girdih is a victory song of the armed
struggle and people’s war exposing the ill
intentions of the Gandhi Dandi Campaign.
This action is also a slap in the face of the
official Naxalites of the CPI(ML)
Liberation who indefinitely postpone the
armed struggle.”

Two days later at Jehanabad red
detachments of the PLGA had gathered in
the town by late evening. At about 8 pm.
they began to take positions at the main
points — the police lines, the armoury, the
CRPF camp at the college, the DSP office
and police station and also at the jail. Inside
the comrades in jail were awaiting the
signal. It was a Friday when Kheer is cooked
so that day the prisoners are generally
locked up late. But the time to be locked up
had passed and there was no movement
from outside. Just then a bomb went off. It
was 9.00 pm. But this was not a signal to
begin the action it was an accidental
explosion killing two dedicated comrades
of the PLGA. Some CRPF came out panic
stricken and firing into the darkness. The
action then began from all sides of the town.
Mines were exploded and firing took place
at the CRPF camp, the police station, the
armoury and at the jail. None knew where
the main action was targeted. Some
thought it was a repeat of Girdih, a raid on
the armoury. Megaphones also blared with
the Naxalites calling on the people to stay
in their homes and adding “you are safe,
our fight is not with you, our fight is with

the feudal system and administration that
oppresses you”. While the forces all around
held the police and par-military at bay the
main force advanced on the jail. One team
scaled the wall with a rope ladder from the
back wall another came from the main gate
and shot dead the guard. There were four
senior leaders in the jail including Ajay
Kanu and about 100 other cadres,
sympathizers, etc. All were incarcerated on
fake charges. They together with another
250 prisoners (total of 389 escaped, of
which 269 returned later) walked out of the
front gates. But before doing that one of
the main gang leaders of the Ranvir Sena,
Bade Sharma, was shot dead. He was the
person primarily responsible for the
massacre of over 60 dalits at Lakshmanpur
Bathe. Another top leader Bisheshwar Rai
was shot two kilometers away. A third top
leader managed to escape. Eight other
activists of the Ranvir Sena were taken
away, warned and then released after four
hours. To whip up caste tensions the media
widely propagated that the Naxalites took
away and killed 10-20 Ranvir Sena people.
This was a big lie knowingly propagated
by the government and media.

In the entire operation only a couple of
police were killed and nine weapons seized
from the jail. The main purpose of Operation
Jailbreak was to release the political
prisoners and as an added factor to punish
the gang leaders of the Ranvir Sena. Both
were successfully accomplished. But, two
comrades were martyred. The Maoists then
retreated into the darkness. The police were
so terrified that it was not till 10 the next
morning before they arrived.

In any people’s war it is fundamental to
maintain both the political and military
initiative. In some articles in the newspapers
there have been complaints that the
Maoists are now going for mere
militarization and away from the political
agenda and mass mobilization as in the days
of the Arwal mobilization. The problem with
such an approach is that they do not see
the character of the Indian state and its
ruthlessness. Any sincere struggle, like the
workers in Gurgaon and the peasants in
Rajasthan, are brutally crushed. So also
peaceful movements like the Narmada
Bachao Andolan which achieved nothing

Continued on page 6
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WTO 6" Ministerial Conference: Further Sell-Out to Imperialists

—Suman

Till the last day of the of the marathon
six-day meet from Dec.13-18" it looked as
though there would be no agreement
between the thousands of delegates
representing about 150 countries who had
gathered for the Sixth Ministerial
Conference of the WTO. This Conference
was to wind up the Doha Round which had
begun in November 2001. It was nowhere
near that goal and finally in order to avoid
a collapse some declaration was passed to
be further discussed at the WTO
headquarters in Geneva on April 30" 2006.
On the fourth day of the 5-day meet the
cynical report that came out was that there
was neither “breakthrough nor
breakdown”.

The WTO director General, Pascal
Lamy, himself said: “the last hours of the
meeting were incredibly intense..... It s like
keeping your balance in a small boat,
trying to reach the other side of the river
in the midst of a storm”. He added that the
last minute negotiations were “stormy”
since the trade ministers were faced with a
“make or break” situation. Most agreed
to the Declaration pushed through by the
US/EU despite reservations as they did not
want to derail the entire process. It was
primarily the Indian and Brazilian delegates
who broke with the unity of the
underdeveloped countries and forced a
decision, basically as per the wishes of the
US/EU demands. Kamal Nath de facto acted
as the Trojan horse of the imperialists within
the G-110. All his bravado rhetoric of having
fought for India’s interests was a hoax as
he turned out to be one of the prime
pushers of imperialist interests. The final
Declaration gave all gains to the
imperialists while that for the backward
countries were notional.

The Conference took place amidst huge
demonstrations against the WTO and its
anti-poor agenda. The demonstrators
gathered two days before the Conference
and reached a crescendo on the pen-
ultimate day of the Conference. During this
period throughout Hong Kong there were
big protests, many of which turned violent.
On the very inaugural day demonstrators,
particularly farmers from South Korea,
clashed with riot police. Though they were
not allowed anywhere near the venue and
only allowed to have their protests at the

far away Victoria Park, on the 5™ day the
crowds broke through police lines and there
were massive clashes with the police. In
the process they marched close to the
venue cutting off the Wan Chai area, the
location of the Conference venue, cutting
off public transport and forcing thousands
of delegates to walk back to their hotels. In
the brutal police attacks over 1,000 demons-
trators were arrested. Besides Hong Kong
demonstrations were taking place
throughout the world including in many
parts of India. A big demonstration was also
held in Delhi against the WTO meet.

The imperialists no longer hold such
Conferences in their own countries,
particularly after Seattle, as they fear the
wrath of their people. So they shift it to
distant places so that few demonstrators
can attend and where police brutality can
be more obscene and crude.

Background to the Meet

The worldwide anti-WTO demonstra-
tions brought to light the aggressive
imperialist nature of the Uruguay Round
whose discussions went on from 1986 to
1994, when the GATT was transformed into
the WTO.

When the Uruguay Round began, the
imperialists put forward a supposed grand
bargain to the backward countries. They
demanded expansion of the trade agenda
to include services and Intellectual
Property Rights; in return the developed
countries were to make major concessions
on agriculture and textile quotas. While the
backward countries implemented all the
WTO stipulations the developed countries
did nothing for the whole decade. Finally,
when textile quotas were ended last January,
they pleaded that they were still not
prepared and thus negotiated a three year
extension with China. What happened in
agriculture was even worse. While the
understanding was that rich countries’
enormous subsidies would be reduced, the
US almost doubled its subsidies. In 2002
the US Farm Bill set the new subsidy rate
for 10 years upto 2012. And the EU adopted
the CAP (Common Agricultural Policy)
which can’t reduce its subsidies before
2013.

On the issue of NAMA (Non Agricul-
tural Market Access) it was rejected by the
bulk of the underdeveloped countries at
the Cancun meet due to its horrifying impact

on the economies of these countries —
leading to an even faster rate of de-
industrialisation, by throwing the doors
wide open to cheap imports of
manufactured goods. It basically only
affects the backward countries as it is they
who have tariff barriers on industrial
imports while the developed countries have
mostly non-tariff barriers to deny market
access to goods from other countries. It
was the Indian government that had
virtually accepted the contents of the earlier
discredited text as the basis of NAMA
negotiations.

Finally the Doha Round sought the
liberalization and deregulation of the
services sector in which have been
included 160 services ranging from water,
education, health, infrastructure (including
energy, transport and telecommunications),
financial services (banking and insurance),
travel and tourism, etc. The subject matter
of'this GATS (General Agreement in Trade
in Services) is extremely broad as the term
“Service” is defined vaguely in the
agreement so as to potentially include any
and every activity.

Soon all began to realize that the WTO,
like its sister organisations the IMF and
World Bank, were nothing but tools of big
capital to rob the poor and backward
countries of their wealth and resources.
The imperialist’s aggressive nature was
further intensified at the very first
Ministerial Conference after Uruguay held
in Singapore in December 1996 and the
putting on the agenda by the EU the so-
called four Singapore issues. It was at the
third Ministerial Conference in Nov/Dec
1999 at Seattle and the violent clashes there,
that set the tune for the anti-globalisation
movement throughout the globe.

With the vehemence of the protests the
governments of the backward countries had
to put up some show of protest. What is
more the intense contradiction between the
US and EU on trade issues, particularly on
agricultural subsidies, allowed countries
some maneuverability between the two
imperialist monoliths. As a result of all this
with the culmination of the Uruguay Round
and the initiation of the Doha Round the
imperialists were forced to give the
appearance that this Round was being
devoted to the benefit of the backward
countries — so it was called the
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Development Round.

But that was only in name; a subterfuge
to dupe the masses of the world. The
essence of the Doha Declaration, which was
passed in the background of the US’s
aggressive posturing in the light of 9/11
that had taken place barely two months
earlier, sought to put even more burdens
on the underdeveloped countries of the
world, while turning a blind eye to the US/
EU protectionist measures. It was now
clearly the formula; free trade for the world;
protectionism, for the imperialists.

With the imperialist economic crisis also
having deepened in 2000/2001 their
desperation to shift the burden of this crisis
on the backward countries became even
more desperate. That is why, though they
had to make a show of it being a
“development” Round, to appease the
huge anti-globalisation demonstrations,
they in fact sought more aggressive
opening-up of the economies of the
backward countries of the world. In
addition, the crisis intensified the trade
wars between the imperialists, particularly
the US-EU conflicts, making their ability to
come to any joint agreement on international
trade more difficult. So, while pushing their
minimum common agenda at the WTO they
have also been pre-occupied in forming
bilateral/regional trade blocs, to further
specific imperialist country interests.

For all these reasons the Doha Round
never really got off the ground, though
agricultural issues, which was the main
bone of contention, was the core question.
The Cancun 5™ Ministerial Conference in
Sept.2003 therefore collapsed and there
was no agreement. Since then the regular
meetings at the Geneva headquarters have
not made much headway in being able to
revive the stalemate. Yet, in mid 2004 the
General Council of the WTO came out with
a framework for the culmination of the Doha
Round, the essence of which was to further
push the joint imperialist interests against
the backward countries. All that the Hong
Kong meet did was to basically re-iterate
the “framework” of what has come to be
known as the “July decision” of the General
Council, with a few changes. This
“framework” sets the path for the further
capitulation of the backward countries to
the imperialists on all spheres of trade in
agriculture, industry and services.

In September of this year Pacal Lamy

took over as the Director General of the
WTO — he was the earlier EU Trade
Commissioner who has been in the
forefront of pushing the EU’s imperialist
agenda for years.

The Hong Kong Declaration

It was the second draft that was finally
adopted, which basically set a framework
to be finalized by the General Council of
the WTO by April 2006. After five days of
intense haggling, this declaration was
signed by the 149 member countries,
thereby keeping the Doha Round alive after
its collapse at Cancun.

Much is made of the supposed victory
by the backward countries for the
developed countries to remove export
subsidies by 2013. This itselfis a big hoax.
Firstly the G-90 countries were demanding
that this be removed by 2010, but the EU’s
own CAP agreement has fixed till 2013 and
after India’s sudden change in stand the
2013 date was pushed through. Secondly,
of the 90 billion euros subsidy handed out
to European farmers only 3 billion goes as
export subsidy. So its removal will have
hardly any impact on their prices. Even
this removal of export subsidies comes with
conditions which if not implemented allows
them scope for non-implementation. It has
been made dependent on the “completion
of modalities”, the deadline for which is
fixed for April 30 06. Given the record for
failed deadlines there is no certainty that
even the date 3013 will be kept.

So, in effect what has been portrayed
as a big victory for India and the other
underdeveloped countries in a huge farce.
The subsidies for agricultural produce of
the imperialist countries will stay in tact and
they will continue to dump their cheap
products throughout the world thereby
destroying agriculture of the backward
countries, including India. So, for example,
in 2003 the US exported cotton at 53% of
their cost of production, and wheat at 72%,
rice at 74%, maize & soyabeans at 90%
below their cost of production. EU’s export
prices were 34% of its cost of production
for wheat, 50% for dairy produce and 75%
for sugar.

Also the much propagated concessions
to the LDCs (Least Developed Countries)
to allow the very poorest countries to export
their products to the West duty-free, quota-
free, was another farce. The EU pushed this
hard as they already have such a programme

running. But the US and Japan insisted that
the duty and quota free could not apply to
all products and would be applied
selectively. This means that Bangladesh
could exports say submarines (which it
does not produce) but not textiles which
make up 80% of its exports. The US offered
the four cotton-producing West African
states a minor concession to end export
subsidies, but were silent on the huge hand-
outs that Washington gives its Southern
farmers in various other way. All that the
US has committed is a reduction in the
export subsidy on cotton, which is not even
one percent of the $4.7 billion that it doles
out as federal support to the cotton
growers.

OnNAMA, as already mentioned, it was
a sell-out all the way. Heavy pressure has
been mounted by the US and EU well before
the WTO Summit for “substantial
agreement” on NAMA requiring the
backward countries substantially reduce
customs duties on manufactured goods.
Given the growing crisis of over-production
this is a fundamental aspect of imperialist
policy to push the burden of the crisis on
the backs of the underdeveloped countries
and cushion their own crisis. The so-called
Swiss formula on this translates into a 75%
cut in duties in the backward countries
compared with a mere 25% for the
developed countries. Yet this was
welcomed by the Indian Commerce
Minister, Kamal Nath.

In the Service sector too there was a
further setback for the backward countries.
This is a main focus point of the imperialists
as today the service sector amounts to over
50/60% of the GDP of any country and the
profit margins are often huge. Here too India
retracted on its demand for Mode 4
concessions. In the draft declaration that
went to Hong Kong, Annex C, which argued
for accelerating the liberalization of
services, was bracketed, implying that there
was no agreement on this. In a surprising
development the whole of Annex C has now
been unbracketed, with some minor
changes. India played a major role in
mobilising the backward countries to get
this change accepted. It was only Cuba and
Venezuela that formally expressed their
reservation on this change.

So, it can be seen that in the declaration
that finally emanated from the Hong Kong
Ministerial Conference a “framework” has
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been set for greater sell-out to the imperial-
ists in all spheres of agriculture, manufactur-
ed goods and services. This will have a
terrible impact on the lives of the people of
these countries and lead to further
backwardness and de-industrialisation.
Conclusion

At the WTO Hong Kong conference
the imperialists came with their large
contingents to beat back any opposition
from the poorer countries. The strength of
their delegations were disproportionate to
their actual size. The EU had 832 delegates
to the US’s 356 and Japan’s 229. 46
countries had less than 10 delegates and a
few African countries had none. This
massive inequality in negotiating strength
allows the imperialist to further brow-beat,
those from the backward countries and
adopt all devious means to split their unity.

Yet, the WTO is at a cross-roads caught
in a web of contradictions that threaten to
derail the whole process. Basically there
are four main contradictions at play that
could freeze the agenda, the essence being
two — inter-imperialist contradictions,
particularly that between the US and EU;
and secondly between the backward
countries and the developed countries for
a few more crumbs. These growing
contradictions are linked to the deepening
economic crisis which is having its ups and
downs within an increasingly fragile
bubble-like world economy. As a result the
imperialists are not prepared to give even
the smallest concession in trade
negotiations to the backward countries and
seek only to blatantly extract more and more.
Also in their growing scramble for markets
they are at each others throats for gaining

greater market access for their own specific
bourgeoisie. In this situation, particularly
after 9/11 the US has adopted more a policy
of unilateralism as against the earlier policy
of leading the imperialist pack against
others. This has become more and more
difficult as the situation has vastly changed
since the early 1990s.

The inter-imperialist contradiction has
been reflected particularly in trade conflicts
between the US and EU, as also between
the EU and the Cairnes Group of countries
(that include Canada, Australia, etc) on
agricultural produce. Between the EU and
US the conflicts are no longer restricted to
agricultural items, but encompass intense
competition between Boeing and Airbus
and now also the computer software sector.
In mid December 05 the European
Commission, for example, threatened that
it may fine Microsoft as much as $2.37
million per day unless it complies with an
order to provide interface documentation
to allow rival group servers to work with
the company’s Window operating system.
The EU also wants the US to cut down its
share of subsidies while Canada, Australia
and New Zealand are required to dismantle
their commodity boards, which is still a
point of dispute. These countries say that
the commodity boards — like the
Australian Wheat Board — do not push
price down. The EU is vehemently opposed
to this argument.

On the main contradiction between the
imperialists and the backward countries;
the imperialists are acting tougher each day.
They would rather see the WTO collapse
than compromise as anyhow they have
taken the alternative bilateral/regional route

to pressurize countries. The US Trade
Representative, Portman, said as much:
“sometimes no deal is better than a bad
deal”. The EU too has made clear that it
will not move on the commitment to reduce
subsidies — even by 2013 — unless
progress can be seen on NAMA.

The trouble is that while the imperialists
slug it out for greater spheres of influence
and markets the compradors of the
backward countries servilely fall at the
imperialist feet. This they do to varying
degrees, but unfortunately India is to be
seen in the forefront; as is that hero of the
WSF, Lula. {Lula has even sent Brazilian
troops to Haiti to police US intervention
there}. Itis only the people of the backward
countries that can reverse the sell-out
process taking place both within the WTO
and outside it through numerous bilateral
and regional deals. So for example, India
for all its chest-thumping at Hong Kong is
seeing its cotton farmers die while importing
$500 million worth of cotton per year with a
customs tariff of a mere 10%. This low tariff
is not even imposed by the WTO but the
servile rulers are willingly keeping it low to
the detriment of lakhs of cotton farmers in
India. This year, in Maharashtra alone
hundreds of cotton farmers have committed
suicide; and on top of that the government
has reduced the procurement rate by a
massive Rs.500 (from Rs.2,200) to bring it
in line with international rates.

Passive resistance brings little change
in government policy. It requires a strong
and militant movement if there is to be any
reversal in these disastrous policies of the
government at the dictates of the
imperialists. 0

Continued from page 3

after 20 years of peaceful struggle. General
mass movements must necessarily develop
into the mobilization of the entire masses
for the war. Only when the entire masses
are mobilised to participate in a people’s
war is a revolution successful. If just a
handful are mobilised militarily then it is
doomed to failure. So while mass
movements around people’s demands are
also necessary what is fundamental for any
revolutionary movement is to mobilise the
people and ready them for the war effort.
It is often said that the people are not
for war. Who is? Naxalites too want peace.
But not the peace of the graveyard. Nor do
the people want to continue living

‘peacefully’ in acute poverty and with little
self-respect. Dalits, for example, have never
known ‘peace’ there is a daily existence of
violence and humiliation — going on now,
and for centuries!!! The feudal mafia of
Bihar particularly as also other states does
not allow any to live in peace unless they
fall at their feet. Neither do the police.
Besides, it is fully just for Maoists to release
their comrades, hundreds of whom are
framed in false cases and jailed for years
and decades; and to seize arms to defend
themselves.

The government spends thousands of
crores of rupees to purchase arms from the
imperialists. Such money the army of the
poor never have; besides it is the

imperialists on whom their guns have to be
aimed. So where can the poor get their arms
to defend themselves. It can only be from
the enemy. This has always been the
method in any people’s war. So, the action
on the armoury at Girdih was not only just,
it was pathbreaking in showing the way to
the masses that they need not cow down
before the government’s guns and bullets
— and that there is some alternative. Girdih,
and the earlier action at Koraput, continue
in the great tradition of the historic
Chittagong Armoury Raid.

Jehanabad and Girdih are milestones in
the onward march of the people’s war in
the country.
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Rural India: Reeling under death

- Ayan

Every year a large number of rural
people particularly, tribal and dalit people,
succumb to the disease born out of hunger.
This gruesome reality has been continuing
to exist despite a flood of promises and tall
talk about the planned development of the
economy. While people are starving and
hunger stalks though-out the country,
especially, in rural India, the mainstream
political parties and their sycophants are
busy painting a rosy picture of future
prosperity. A large number of people are
being denied the right to food which is not
only a basic human right but also a basic
human need. Even then, these barefaced
mainstream politicians do not hesitate to
project the success of the Indian democratic
system! The fact is that this is a system
which ensures the right of the exploiting
classes (both indigenous and foreign) to
usurp the fruits of toiling masses and
destroy their livelihood. Since the last
decade people have been facing more
intensified exploitation due to
implementation of the new economic policy.
Despite the promise of the UPA Govt. to
give a ‘human face’ to new economic policy
people are starving, suffering from
malnutrition and gradually heading
towards death. The promise has turned into
acruel joke!

The administration of all governments
— be it a Congress, BJP, SP, BSP or ‘Left’
front — do never acknowledge a starvation
death. Whenever the issue of death due to
hunger and starvation is placed before them
they follow the British Legacy, a legacy to
prove that the death is caused due to some
sort of illness. It is of course a fact that
many deaths are reported under dysentery,
diarrhea, and enteric group of fever’.
Starvation also results in such diseases.
Prof. Amartya Sen explains, in the Bengal
famine, it was common to die of starvation
through diarrhea as well as dysentery,
partly as a result of eating uneatable objects
(Poverty and Famines). Moreover, poverty
and starvation cause malnutrition,
undernourishment and as a consequence,
such people become more vulnerable to so
many diseases. Thus while starvation is the
underlying cause of death, the immediate
one is, in general, due to infection as a
consequence of lowered immunity.

Some of the recent incidents are placed
here to realize the effect of present inhuman
face of unrestricted ruthless exploitation
which has been destroying the rural
economy and taking away hundreds of
lives. Death is caused either due to
starvation, undernourishment, malnutrition
or due to impoverishment entailing huge
amount of loan burden leading to suicides.
Rajasthan

Death due to starvation is a regular
feature in the Sahariya tribal belt of Baran
district of Rajasthan. A team led by the
senior advisor to the Supreme Court
Commissioner in the Right to food case,
reported that as many as 25 persons had
died due to starvation in this tribal belt.
The team visited the district during the last
week of September, 2004. The study of the
team revealed the deplorable condition of
the tribal people. According to their finding
a large amount of population is suffering
from chronic malnutrition and hunger. The
nutrition intake is so poor that 100 percent
girls are gradually proceeding towards
death. This team visited five villages of this
district and had to report of starvation
deaths from every village.

They have neither agri-land nor have
enough employment opportunities to
maintain their livelihood. Before coming to
power the BJP created a hue and cry on the
starvation death issue of this district. Now
it is the Congress and other parliamentary
parties that raise the issue to discredit the
BJP Govt. Amid this nasty parliamentary
politics the plight of these tribal people is
becoming more and more deplorable.

The plight of tribal people is no less
despicable in Udaipur and Dugnarpur
districts. A survey conducted by the New
Delhi based Centre for Environment and
Food Security has revealed that in the above
mentioned districts at least 48 persons died
of hunger and disease between mid July to
mid September of this year (2005). A team
led by the State Advisor to the
Commissioners appointed by the Supreme
Court in the right to food matter have also
confirmed the fact. It has also been stated
in the survey report that hunger and food
insecurity are rampant in these areas.
During 2004 about 99 percent of the tribal
families had to suffer from hunger and food
insecurity. It has further been stated that

28.3 percent of the sample households (i.e.
500 households in the two districts) lived
by eating just one distress meal-a-day. 99.8
percent of these families could not afford
two square meals even for a month during
the entire period of last year.

Madhya Pradesh

Patalgarh is predominantly a tribal
village of Sheopur district. In February, 2005
twelve children from this village died due
to  post-measles complications
compounded by malnutrition. Though the
Chief Medical and Health Officer of the
district could not arrive at a clear
conclusion, other doctors studying the
death did not hesitate to state that is was
malnutrition, which led to measles, even in
those children who have been vaccinated
against the disease.

The Right to Food Campaign Madhya
Pradesh Support Group published a report
titled “Children in Danger — Malnutrition
Disaster in Madhya Pradesh”. It states that
50 percent children in the state have been
suffering from malnutrition and there have
been deaths due to malnutrition in
Ganjbasoda district. The report presents a
gruesome picture of Chronic hunger which
pervades districts like Sidhi, Sheopur,
Badwani and Khandwa. The State
Commissioner, Women and Child also
admitted that the problem had become a
serious one. According to the Regional
Medical Research Institute of Tribals in
Jabalpur, 93 percent of tribal children are
victims of severe malnourishment and 15
percent of them are almost on the verge of
death.

Despite this devastating condition of
the people no positive step has been taken
for development of the economy to provide
better livelihood. Lands remain barren for
want of water. There are no irrigation
facilities. Acute joblessness continues to
exist. Their only means of livelihood is to
collect forest produce. That too lasts only
four months in the summer. In such a
wretched condition they have to live on
seeds of a wild grass called sama which
look like very fine rice but have little
nutritive quality. This very condition leads
to malnutrition and hunger.

Andhra Pradesh

Every where in the country people of

tribal communities are being deprived and
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exploited causing poverty and hunger
haunts them. They suffer from
malnourishment and become vulnerable to
disease that even leads to death. Andhra
Pradesh State is no exception.

It is reported that in the Integrated Tribal
Development Agency areas of
Visakhapatnam district on an average 312
tribal people die every month. (Frontline,
September 9, 2005). This is nothing
uncommon in the life of these tribal people
who inhabit the hills around Araku Valley.
The infant mortality rate is about 165 per
1000 while at the state level it is 95 per 1000.
And under-five mortality is as high as 50
percent (approx.) while the percentage of
the children suffering from anemia and
under-weight is 80 and 55 respectively.
These are the clear expression of the extent
of under-nutrition and hunger.

Most of the tribal people collect or
cultivate firewood, jackfruit, mangoes,
honey, tamarind like forest produce and
these are their main sources of income. But
they are cheated by the traders and
contractors in various ways, and earn a very
meager amount which is even far short of
their minimum requirements. Some of the
tribal families who collect leaves for making
plates can earn only Rs. 350 to 450 per
month.

This meager income causes severe
poverty and they have to take loans from
moneylenders at a rate of 5 percent or more
than that, per month. It is further
compounded by the same percentage once

every 3 months. They are being fleeced by
the money lenders in case of default and
forced by the moneylenders either to sell
their produce at a price lower than the
market rate, or to sign a contract for bonded
labour for a year.

A study by the Tribal Cultural Research
and Training Institute revealed that the
average income per year of a tribal family
was Rs. 4,327. Out of this meager income,
they spent 20 percent of that on health care.
Moreover, they have to pay back loan-
money along-with interest! How do they
maintain their families?

Moneylenders enjoy democracy to
charge exorbitant rates of interest and
exploit them in various ways. Traders have
the democracy to dupe them. Contractors,
MNCs and landowners have the democratic
right to loot the forest produce, rendering
devastation to their livelihood. But these
tribal people are being deprived even of
their right to food, the very basic need of a
human being!

Suicide is no Answer

Ever increasing input prices without a
corresponding increase in output price of
agri-products have rendered farming non-
viable and a loss sustaining profession. The
agricultural community has become a
happy-hunting ground of rapacious
moneylenders. Farmers have to pay
minimum 5% interest per month for their
loan. A considerable section of farmers have
to pledge even their crop to the
moneylenders. Among the borrowers the

small and middle farmers constitute the
largest group. Farmers’ indebtedness has
become a common phenomenon. The
amount of loan ranged from Rs. 10,000/- to
Rs. 3,00,000/-.

Amid this gruesome condition, govts.
on the one hand continue to befool farmers
with one after another promises and on the
other provide more and more scope to
indigenous and foreign exploiters for their
reckless plunder. Farmers do not find any
way out. They toil hard to somehow
maintain their families. But that too is not
possible for them. To free themselves from
huge amounts of loan burden they kill
themselves, this killing spree continues!

This heart-rending plight of farmers
prevails throughout rural India. Despite this
terrible condition of the rural people and
devastation of agrarian economy, the govt.
continues to project the growth rate of the
economy. This growth impoverishes the
toiling masses, destroying their livelihood
and help exploiters amass wealth.

The restive people are now airing their
voice against this injustice. They are
protesting against this inhuman
exploitation that robs them of their fruits of
hard toil. They are gradually breaking their
silence and becoming more and more
violent, particularly in the rural India. This
is now very much conspicuous throughout
the country. These people need a firm
leadership to expose the hollowness of
mainstream politics and lead them to
resolve their problems.

O

Continued from page 9

Imperialists and their Indian
Collaborators? Their targets are the
Maoists of India and Nepal and nationali-
ties of the north-east who had been carry-
ing on heroic struggle despite heavy odds
for national self-determination. The US
state has put CPI Maoist on its list of ‘ter-
rorist’ organization and supplying neces-
sary materials, training and guidance to
suppress Maoist revolutionary movement.
Kalaikunda is a strategic place from the
military point of view. It is within striking
distance of Nepal, Bihar, Jharkhand, Orissa
and other areas. As the revolutionary
movement gains momentum in West Ben-
gal and other neighbouring areas, crucial
military battles are likely to be fought in
West Medinipur where Kalaikunda is
located.

Fifth, however strongly Nicholas Burn
might deny US claim to make India its part-
ner for the containment of China, the con-
tradiction between the USA and china, like
that between USA and Japan or USA and
Russia is a reality. India has participated in
joint military exercises of different types
with USA, Russia, China and France. Israel
is another ally of India in this sector. The
goal of the USA is to bring India within its
fold Side by side both Russia and China
are apprehensive of US dominance in world
affairs and have recently conducted joint
military exercises. China after the restora-
tion of capitalism in the post-Mao era has
gradually been emerging as a powerful capi-
talist country at least in parts of Asia and
so containment of China can also become
an American Priority in future.

As we can see, the main reason behind
USA’s eagerness to build up a “strategic
partnership” with the Indian ruling classes
is to maintain its global dominance and the
imperialist system which is beset with deep
socio-economic-political crisis at home and
growing popular resistance against its poli-
cies and control abroad. The Indian ruling
classes aspire to become junior partners of
the US to fulfill their wild expansionist
dreams in this part of the world. However,
history has proved time and again that it is
not the oppressors and their stooges, but
the people and people alone who are the
motive forces of history. The revolution-
ary masses of India will surely give a fitting
rebuff to the wild ambitions of the US and

Indian ruling classes in the days to come.
0
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Bush’s Proposed visit To India.

Cherag

In the month of October last year,
Nicholas Burn, the undersecretary of state
for foreign affairs and emissary of US presi-
dent, George Bush, was on a two day visit
to tie Indian capital. He was entrusted by
Washington to make the ground work for
Bush’s proposed visit to India in February
2006. The Hindustan Times (25-10-2005)
carried an interview with Bush’s emissary,
which sounds very interesting. We would
try to analyze Burn’s statement though
brief, to understand why ‘India is priority
for President Bush’.

In reply to the question why The US
talks about making India a major power in
the 2Ist century, Burns says that during the
Cold war, India was a non-aligned nation
while USA was an aligned one. However,
after the end of the Cold War they are in a
new phase of the “globalized world” —
“where our interests are converging”. The
reality is that the Indian ruling classes and
their political representatives had always
been on good terms with US imperialists
ever since the days of Prime Minister Nehru.
Chester Bowles, twice US ambassador to
India and an intimate friend of Nehru,
played a leading role in cementing such
relationships. US imperialist agencies such
as the MNCs, World Bank, IMF etc. were
eager not only to establish their grip over
Indian agriculture (Community Develop-
ment Project Green Revolution) and indus-
try, but also to make India bulwark against
the rising tide of Communism and pose a
threat to Mao’s China. In fact, Nehru was
projected by them as the representative of
‘Asian democracy’ against Mao Tse-tung.
Contrary to what Burns holds, India was
never a non-aligned country, however
loudly people like Nehru or Indira Gandhi
pretended to be so. In fact, India was a by-
aligned county, either tilting towards USA
or towards the Soviet Union but without
getting rid of none. The interests of the
two countries are “converging” because
there is only one super-power in the world
after the dismemberment of the USSR and
the restoration of capitalism in China. Itis a
world where US imperialism appears to be
atiger and India gleefully hitches her wag-
ons to that American star.

According to Burns the greatest chal-
lenges of the future are “transnational chal-
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lenges”, “global climatic change”, “prolif-
eration of chemical, biological and nuclear
weapons”, “terrorist groups”, “interna-
tional crime and trafficking in women and
children”. As they cannot do all these
things on their own, they need “strategic
partners” like India. The country which is
the largest manufacturer of chemical, bio-
logical and nuclear weapons, admonishes
other countries for not destroying those
weapons. The country which is largely re-
sponsible for global warming and refused
to sign the Kyoto Protocol, seeks to com-
bat global climatic change. The state which
directed its Central Intelligence Agency
(CIA) to stage military coups in other coun-
ties to topple established governments and
to assassinate heads of states, which at-
tacked and has been attacking other coun-
tries with its military might, which commits
unheard-of-barbarity against peoples of
other lands, trampling underfoot their sov-
ereignty and does irreparable damage to
ecology and mankind, now talks about the
need to fight international crime. The state
which itself is a terrorist state and which
bolsters such states elsewhere such as Is-
rael, now talks about fighting terrorism. In
his list of priorities, there is no place for
grinding poverty and misery of the masses
of the world, as if such problems do not
exist on this earth.

Burns states that USA needs “strate-
gic partners”, i.e., countries like India which
“has that global ability and identical inter-
ests”, what is USA’s global strategy? Sim-
ply stated, it is to bring the rest of the world
under their knees — economically, politically,
culturally and militarily. First, the previous
Vajpayee led central government and the
present Manmohan singh-led government
accelerated the process of opening the
country wide open to foreign investors by
privatizing PSUs, lifting all state-imposed
restrictions one after the other and allow-
ing Foreign imperialist agencies entry into
most of the sectors of the Indian economy
— a process that started with much fanfare
during the 1980s. This policy of ‘liberaliza-
tion” was an essential component of the
terms of contract under which imperialist
agencies provide India with loans, ‘aid’,
technology and what not — terms always
kept hidden from public knowledge. US

A Comment

imperialism was the main beneficiary of this
policy. India also seeks to carry on her long
cherished expansionist designs under the
umbrella of US power and assistance. Sec-
ond India is also the buyer of US military
technology and weapon of various types
such as light weapons, long-range weap-
ons. fighter aircrafts etc, which drain out
thousands of crores of rupees over the
years. India had thus been utilized as a vast
market for US weapons.

Third, this is accompanied with Indo-
US joint military exercises in Mizoram and
other places with the ostensible purpose
of combating insurgency. As reported in
the press, between 7 and 19 November, the
Kalaikunda air base in West Mednipore,
West Bengal, the Indian and US air forces
will take part in joint training exercise,
named Exercise Cope India 05. Such joint
operations with the USAF had been held
in Alaska and Gwalior in 2004. As reported,
Kalaikunda is to be utilized as a permanent
site for such joint exercises in future. De-
fence Spokesperson wing commander R.
K. Das said that the USAF would send a
squadron of 16 to 18 F-16s, supposed to be
one of the world’s most advanced fighter
jets. Although the joint exercises would take
place from November 7, the American pi-
lots totalling nearly 300 have come from
Misawa and Kadena airbases in Okinawa
in Japan to familiarize themselves with the
IAF’s frontline aircrafts such as Jaguar, Bi-
son, MIG-27, MIG-29 and Sukhoi-30. The
USAF would bring along AWACS (Air-
borne Warning and Control System) and
transport aircraft-C5. The AWACS “is fit-
ted with long-range radar capable of aerial
surveillance as also command, control and
communications functions at high altitude.
The AWACS can simultaneously detect
and track air, sea and ground targets”, Das
said (Hindustan Times, 02-11-2005). In the
120 countries where the US imperialists
have setup military bases, they started with
such joint air operations. Needless to say,
such operations would inevitably lead to
the setting up of the first official US base
most probably in Kalaikunda. The pro-
posed Indo-US nuclear deal is part and
parcel of this ‘strategic partnership’.

Fourth, who are the main targets of US

Continued on page 8
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Sitaram Yechuri

— Samya

Sitaram Yechuri, the CPM leader, has
recently written an article captioned “Wrong
shade of red” in the Hindustan Times dt.19-
11-05. The main aim of this article is to
tarnish the heroic struggles of the Indian
Maoists. To put it briefly, it is a distortion
of history, a distortion of Marxism-Leninism
and is based on falsehood. Like Anil
Biswas, the CPM WB state committee
secretary, Yechuri also tried to equate
‘Maoism’ with ‘Anarchism’. Yechuri has
raised a number of questions which —
though somewhat hackneyed —deserve
some response. In fact, it is a long-standing
practice of revisionists like the CPM to make
deliberate distortions of facts of history to
hoodwink the people and hide their anti-
people face.

To begin with, Yechuri writes that the
CPM was born in 1964 “after a prolonged
ideological debate”. This is a travesty of
truth. The reality is just the opposite.
Harkishan Singh Surjeet, the CPM leader,
while referring to the Resolution of the
Tenali Convention, stated that on 11 April
1964, 32 members walked out of the
National Committee meeting of the
undivided CPI and issued a statement. In
that statement, they referred to the
‘opportunist policy’ of Dange and his
associates to form a united front with the
Congress, creation of sub-groups within
the party and the attempt to hush up
Dange’s letter sent from jail to the British
rulers that was tantamount to his surrender
to the foreign rulers'. However, Surjeet also
made it clear that if the party leadership
shifted from their stand on organizational
matters, they were ready to work with the
Dange group. In order to keep the unity
between the two rival factions within the
CPI in tact, both the factions met on 4 July
1964 in Delhi. The leading group was
represented by Rajeswar Rao,
Dr.Gangadhar Adhikari and Bhupesh
Gupta, while the other group was
represented by Jyoti Basu, Promod
Dasgupta and Harkishen Singh Surjit.
What is pertinent is that no ideological
discussion took place at the meeting, except
a reference to Dange’s statement on the
Kashmir issue—the details of which are not
mentioned. The organizational issue was
the main bone of contention. The two rival

factions fought among themselves not over
any ideological issue, but over the question
of which faction would be in control of the
party secretariat. Promod Dasgupta was
willing to have Dange as the chairman on
condition that Namboodiripad would be the
general secretary of the party. This proposal
was rejected by Rajeswar Rao and thus the
meeting ended in a fiasco( ‘Report on unity
talks’, Resolution of the Tenali Convention
of the Communist Party of India, n.d.,pp.29-
35) So, contrary to what Yechuri states, the
CPM was formed not ‘after a prolonged
ideological debate’, but over the issue of
the control over the organization. It was
nothing but a ‘give-and-take’ relationship,
though this time it did not pay off.

In the Seventh Congress of the party
held in 1964, the CPM leadership
incorporated the call for carrying out the
people’s democratic revolution in their
programme. This PDR had nothing to do
with any revolutionary effort. Apprehensive
of the fact that such a call for revolution
might send a wrong signal to the ruling
classes and might invite their wrath, the
party sent its general secretary Sundaraiyya
to the then central home minister, Guljarilal
Nanda. Sundaraiyya assured the home
minister that he should not be misled by
this programme of revolution, and that the
tactics of the party is to establish people’s
democracy and socialist transformation
through ‘peaceful means’. Another CPM
leader, Basavapuniaha, in a letter to
G.L.Nanda, reiterated the same view stating
that their opinion on the issue of the
transition to socialism through ‘peaceful
means’ was no different from
Dange’s.(Reply to Nanda, People'’s
Democracy, 06-02-1966). It clearly shows
that like the Dange-led CPI, the CPM also
was Khruschevite. The reality is that,
neither in the past did the CPM leadership
have, nor at present do they have any
hesitation to hoodwink and misguide the
people. In the name of making revolution
through ‘peaceful means’, they in fact seek
to forestall revolution and help perpetuate
this man-eating system.

Secondly, Yechuri finds is difficult to
accept the characterization of the Indian
big bourgeoisie by the CPI(M-L) as
“comprador” and tends to hold that it was
“national” in character. Nothing can be

Tries To Deceive

further from the truth. Over the last three
decades, sharp debates had taken place
among academicians as also among
political activists over this question. The
fact is that the Indian big bourgeoisie had
piled up huge fortunes by exporting opium
and raw cotton to China as intermediaries
of the British. The Currimbhoys, Petits,
Wadias, Tatas, Readymoneys, Birlas and
many others were intimately tied to British
interests.

It was the profits earned from opium
and raw cotton and from contracts with the
commissariat of the British army when it
attacked Iran in 1857 and Ethiopia in 1868
that gave Tata the much-needed capital.
During the First World War, TISCO
supplied steel rails and grenade shells to
British troops so that they could win the
war.

In 1943, the first automobile plant was
set up in India by the Nuffields of the UK
for Hindustan Motors—a Birla company.
Over the years, the Birlas have entered into
numerous collaboration agreements with
different transnationals for manufacturing
cars, light commercial vehicles etc.
Even today after more than half a century,
for re-designing old models of cars or fitting
new engines to them or for introducing new
models, HM abjectly depends on various
transnationals. The Birlas, Tatas,
Hirachands(PAL), Mahindras, Shri Rams as
well as India’s public sector have tied up
with the different automobile giants of the
world—General Motors, Ford and Chrysler
ofthe USA, Daimler Benz of Germany, Fiat
of Italy, Suzuki of Japan, Daewoo of
S.Korea, Peugeot of France and so on.
DCM-Daewoo had been permitted by the
Government of India to import 20,000 cars
in CKD condition for assembling them in
India, worth Rs.350 crore.(Business
Standard, 15 JUly 1995).

Even after the Indian big capitalists
turned to the domestic market in a major
way after 1914, they did not sever their ties
with foreign capital. In fact, they depended
on imperialism—both British and US—for
capital equipment, technology, spare parts,
market, expertise, selection of sites for
factories and building plans and finance.
The political goal of GD.Birla was, as he
wrote to J.M.Keynes, the British economist
on 28 May, 1932, was to get “a decent place
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in the household of King George the
Fifth”— in other words, self-government
within the British empire. When in the early
1930s the relationship between Gandhi and
the British raj became strained, Birla acted
as mediator between the two parties and
told Samuel Hoare, the secretary of state,
that “Gandhi and men of his type are not
only friends of India but also friends of
Great Britain, and that Gandhiji is the
greatest force on the side of peace and
order. He alone is responsible for keeping
the left-wing in India under check. To
strengthen his hand is...to strengthen the
bond of friendship between the two coun-
tries”. Birla was quite categorical when he
said that an understanding between the raj
and Gandhi and other Congress leaders was
necessary so that the latter could teach the
people that “the government is their own
institution, which should be mended and
not ended”. Such an understanding would
also create the proper atmosphere in which
the Constitution could be worked. Birla
then warned that in the absence of such an
understanding a violent revolution might
spell “the funeral” of both Britain and In-
dia. In fact, however surprising it may
sound, Birla was the chief architect of Con-
gress policies and was instrumental in lead-
ing Gandhi from the path of struggle even
of the satyagraha type to the purely con-
stitutional path after 1935. Such
compradorial ties continued throughout the
colonial period and after not only between
the Birlas and imperialist capital, but also
after India became formally independent.
CPM leaders like Yechuri either do not
know the past history, or if they do, they
try to suppress it in order to hide the ugly
role they have been playing.

Thirdly, Yechuri laments that the main
targets of the Naxalites during the 1970s
were the CPM members and in the last few
years they are being killed as “informers”.
This also is a distortion of history. It is quite
well-known that in the late-1960s and early-
1970s, the revisionist (CPI) and neo-
revisionist parties (CPM) joined hands with
the Indian ruling classes to unleash the
most barbarous repression on the
revolutionary masses. When in the 1970s,
the country was aflame with revolutionary
outbursts, they joined hands with
Siddhartha Ray-led Congress regime to
identify revolutionaries in different
localities, hand them over to the police if

possible, or simply kill them. In the
Cossipur-Baranagar area of north Kolkata,
in August 1971, they, along with policemen
and Congress hoodlums, perpetrated
massacres on the people, killing nearly 200
in one single day. Their leader, Promod
Dasgupta, at a public meeting, charged the
police with being lenient in their dealings
with the Naxalites. “Are contraceptives
mixed with police bullets;, why are the
Naxalites not dying?”, he thundered. This
he declared at a time when revolutionaries
were being butchered in cold blood on the
streets of Kolkata, in the jails and other
areas everyday. Who had butchered whom,
Mr. Yechuri? Whether you know it or not,
many of your party members acted and act
as police informers both in the past as also
at present at least in West Bengal. In the
last two or three years, 8 or 9 of your party
members were wiped out by the guerrillas,
not because they were CPM activists, but
because they were police informers, as the
police officials themselves admit.

Fourthly, Yechuri alleged that in the
name of making revolution, many ordinary
people were killed by the Maoists. It is
important to make it clear that some people,
who were ‘ordinary’ by their class position,
might have been killed. But here their role
in the class struggle rather than their class
position should be taken into account.
There are cases where common villagers
were bribed to act as informers or former
squad members were intimidated to act as
state agents. In such cases, their class
position might have remained unchanged,
but their role had changed. Of course, there
are cases when the guerrillas unknowingly
blew off busloads of passengers taking
them to be paramilitary forces in
plainclothes. Whenever such incidents
took place, and these took place only on
rare occasions, the party openly tendered
an apology to the members of the bereaved
families.

Yechuri’s fifth charge against the
Maoists is that “they seek to replicate the
pre-revolutionary Chinese experience in
modern India”, that they seek to
“universalize the Chinese experience and
impose it under modern conditions. He is
also very critical of the Maoists’ describing
‘Mao Tse-tung Thought’as ‘Maoism'— a
term the Chinese Communist Party itself
never used.” Let us discuss all these
charges as a whole, as these are interrelated.

Mao Tse-tung made revolution in his
own country by creating new Marxist
theories and creatively applying those
theories to the concrete condition of China.
After the New Democratic Revolution, he
initiated the Cultural Revolution which
essentially was a revolution in the realm of
the superstructure and without which
socialism cannot be consolidated. By so
doing he had made new contributions to
Marxism-Leninism and helped in the
process of the development of human
civilization. Lenin before him also made a
revolution in his own country and
replenished the Marxist theoretical basis.
If Lenin’s teachings could be universalized,
as is amply clear from Yechuri himself
quoting extensively from Lenin to justify
their party’s stand, why should the Indian
Maoists be blamed for universalizing the
Chinese experience and justify their
revolutionary programme? If the communist
revolutionaries could describe Lenin’s
teachings as “Leninism” after his death,
why should the Maoists be at fault for
describing “Mao Tse-tung Thought” as
“Maoism”? We will see later that Lenin’s
stand justifies not the revisionist policy of
the CPM, but the revolutionary line of the
CPI(Maoist). In course of the Chinese
revolution, Mao stood against the Soviet
model of revolution based on the most
industrially developed urban areas, the
working class and the insurrection in the
cities and developed the Chinese model of
revolution based in the backward
countryside and relying primarily upon the
peasantry. Many years ago, when the
heroic peasants of Telangana or later Charu
Mazumdar raised the slogan “China’s path
is our path”, they highlighted the necessity
of agrarian struggle in India on the basis of
the study of the concrete conditions of
India. No doubt, they took to the Chinese
path because this path had a universal
application at least in such agrarian,
primarily semi-feudal countries like India.
But that does not mean that it would be a
mechanical application of that path. What
the Indian Maoists seek to do is the
creative application of Marxism-Leninism.
In fact, in course of making the revolution,
they are learning from their own experience,
rectifying their mistakes and making
Marxist theories bear fruits in the Indian
condition.

Yechuri seems unprepared to accept the
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term ‘Maoism’. If, according to Yechuri,
Maoism is not acceptable for its being spe-
cific to the Chinese situation, why should
‘Leninism’ be acceptable as it was specific
to the Russian situation alone? In reality,
the revolutionaries all over the world have
much to learn from both Mao and Lenin.
The problem of Yechuri, Anil Biswas and
others is that they have learnt from none of
them. They take the name of Lenin, but have
cleverly rejected his revolutionary teach-
ings. They quote at length from Lenin’s
writings to drive home the fact that the par-
liamentary path, rather than the path of
armed struggle is the road to salvation. Let
us now turn to what Marx, Engels and Lenin
had to say on this.

The founders of Marxism declared:
“Communists disdain to conceal their
views and aims. They openly declare that
their aim could be attained only by the
forcible overthrow of the existing social
order”. Lenin had time and again
emphasized the inevitability of the
application of revolutionary force. In Two
Tactics of Social Democracy in the
Democratic Revolution, he wrote: “In the
last analysis, political independence and
the major problems of class struggle could

be resolved only through the application
of force and our task is to get prepared for
this application of force, to organize it and
actively put it into practice, not only for
the purpose of self-defence but also for the
purpose of attack”. In the State and
Revolution, Lenin stated that without
armed revolution, the proletarian state
cannot overthrow the bourgeois state. Mao
stated in the Humnan Report that
“revolution is an insurrection, an act of
violence with which one class overthrows
another”.

Revisionists like the CPM whom Sitaram
Yechuri represents, participate in Parliament
not to make revolutionary propaganda
among the people, not to prepare them for
armed struggle, but to form ministries as
trusted lieutenants of the ruling classes and
their imperialist masters. Apparently, they
seek to bring about what Yechuri describes
as the “socialist transformation through
peaceful means”. As we have pointed out
earlier, neither Marx, nor Lenin nor Mao
spoke of peaceful transition to socialism.
All of them emphasized that there was no
substitute for the forcible overthrow of the
existing capitalist order. It is a Khruschevite
distortion of revolutionary Marxism.

Sitaram Yechuri, like his revisionist fa-
thers tries to deceive the people. In his
opinion, the Maoists represent the “wrong
side of red”. There is no “wrong side of
red” here Mr. Yechuri. There is only Red and
Black. While your party, like the Congress
or the BJP, represents the Black, the Maoists
actually represent the Red, however
unacceptable it may appear to you. How
long will the Sitaram Yechuris and Anil
Biswases try to deceive the people by
sticking to their role as vote-beggars for
joining Parliament which Lenin himself
described as a ‘pigsty’? One day, which is
not far-off, will they find themselves kicked
down from the ivory tower and sent into
the dustbin of history?

I These letters, written by S.A.Dange
in 1934 after his conviction in the Kanpur
Conspiracy Case and found in the National
Archives, New Delhi in 1964, when Dange
was chairman of the CPI, included two
addressed to the Governor-General-in
Council. While praying for his release, he
expressed in these letters his willingness
to serve as a police-agent.

Single Copy
India & South Asia

Rest of the World

ReadandSubscribeto

Rest of the 3rd World Countries $2.00

Rs.12/- India & SouthAsia ~ Rs. 144/-+Rs. 6 Postage
Rest of the 3rd world Countries $24.00
$3.00 Rest of the World $36.00

For Copies and Subscriptions, Contact
P. Govindan Kutty, Peroor House, North Fort, Tripunithura, P.O. Box 56, Ernakulam District,

Kerala - 682 301, India.

(Money orders, cheques, bank,drafts to be made in the name of P. Govindan Kutty. Foreign & Indian bulk
subscribers can deposit payments in any ICICI Bank in my name in SB A/c No. 629401125513 and inform by

E-mail or by post.)

PEOPLES MARCH (Monthly)

Annual Subscription rates

News from the ‘Mainstream’ Politics

from Bangalore to Goa.

On 20th January 2006, 68 MLA’s belonging to ‘Mainstream’ BJP were Airlifted
from Bangalore to Chennai.

On 21st January 2006, 47 MLA’s belonging to ‘Mainstream’ JD(S) were Airlifted

12

PEOPLE’S MARCH, February 2006



Horrendous situation of Civil and Human Rights in Andhra Pradesh
Rule of the Law is evaporated in

Report from AP

After a one year gap, the nine year
period of Chandrabubu’s repression
regime, came again, of course with more
severity under the present CM
Y.S.Rajasekhar Reddy. Failures on all the
fronts and unable to keep the election
promises and the pressures form the World
Bank; the state was left with no other resort
other than repression. The black days of
emergency during Indira Gandhi period
have once again become the order of the
day in AP.

The Congress Government came to the
power promising free power to farmers,
holding talks with the Naxalites, and
separate statehood for Telangana. None of
the promises have come true. The Chief
Minister himself tried his best to disrupt
the talks with the Naxalites by giving
provocative, counter productive and out
of context statements. He is doing the same
till today on the naxal issue and Telangana.
The CM encouraged the top brass of the
police to be aggressive and adopted a
carrot and stick policy. The police have
continued the fake encounter killings.
Including Riaz (CPI-ML, Janashakthi), one
of the members of the delegation of Naxals
in the talks, the state has killed a large
number of Maoists, JS and other parties
cadre in cold blood. The situation in the
state has become very tense. TRS has
pulled out of the Government. With this
the dawn of peace has slowly melted and
the state turned into a battle field.

When Maoists attacked Chilakaluripet
police station in Guntur district and
Superintendent of Police in Prakasam
district, heavy repression was unleashed
on the activists of all mass organisations
including Dalit organisations. Police have
taken many activists and leaders of various
mass organisations into custody illegally.
Some of them were beaten badly, some of
them were forced to resign from the
organisation and some of them were foisted
with fake cases. Some of them were
threatened to be killed in an encounter.
Guntur, Prakasham and Mahaboob Nagar
districts were under the shadow of
greyhounds and all the activities of
common people went into the control of
the police.

Ruthless repression was started by the
State through private gangs after the killing
of Congress MLA, Mr.Narsi Reddy of
Makthal, Mahaboobnagar district by
Maoists on 15" August 2005. Now the state
repression have grown to new heights,
through killings, attacking, kidnapping,
threatening and death warrants by phone,
intimidate by announcing a list of leaders
to be killed in the newspaper, using
surrendered Naxalites, private factionist
gangsters, etc. These harassments are not
only to the leaders of progressive and
democratic organisations, but also to the
general people, intellectuals, workers,
peasants, rythu coolis and even to MLA’s
of the Telangana Rastra Samithi (TRS). It
was much discussed in the media that a
network of police officers is behind the
scene in these harassments.

Private gangs with full support and
supply from the police and the state in the
name of “Narsa Cobra’s (floated after the
killing of MLA Narsi Reddy) announced a
list of names of leaders of mass
organizations in the media on 17" of
August 2005 threatening to kill them. Till
today 70 more names of persons belonging
to various organisations were announced
by various Cobras. Just in the span of less
than a month the Cobras bit three leaders
to death.

Mr.Kanaka Chary’s name also figured
in the list announced by the Narsa Cobras
on 17" August 2005. Within a week, on 24
August 2005 the Narsa Kobras killed Mr.
Kanaka Chary (55), a teacher working in a
Government school near Makthal of
Mahaboobnagar district. Com.Kanaka
Chary was one of the founder members of
the Andhra Pradesh Teacher’s Forum
(APTF) in the district. Afterwards he joined
the Telangana Jana Sabha (TJS) and worked
day and night for the cause of separate
statehood for Telangana. Not only in his
district Mahaboobnagar, he was well
known throughout the Telangana region.
He was closely associated with various
agitations like the anti-drought campaign
and in a team to study the suicides of ST
farmers in the district. At the time of his
assassination he was a state executive
member of the Patriotic and Democratic
Movement (PDM).

the State

On 24™ August morning Mr. Kanaka
Chary as usual started going to the School
on his two wheeler. In the evening at 7:30
PM news appeared in the electronic media
that he was killed by some persons called
Narsa Cobras. The Cobras had thrown the
dead body of Kanaka Chary into the bushes
near Uthnoor of Mahaboobnagar district.
It was known later that some unidentified
members followed him in a Maruthi van and
took him into their custody, while he was
going to school. In a press statement the
Narasa Cobras proclaimed that they were
responsible for the murder and threatened
many others to face the same kind of
treatment if they continue to work in the
mass organisations. The Cobras terrorized
the members of the mass organisations to
face dire consequences if they participate
in the funeral procession and in any
memorial meetings. After the funeral of Mr.
Kanaka Chary, the Narsa Cobras
announced one more list of names with
those who participated in the funeral
ceremony of Mr. Kanaka Chary.

At the same time one more list was
announced from Markapuram Village of
Prakasham District in the name of
Nallamalla Nallathrachulu. After few
days another list appeared in the media from
Warangal district in the name of Kakatiya
Cobras. There is no response either from
the state Government or from the Police on
the brutal killings by the Cobras.

On 10™ September, Nallamalla
Nallathrachulu killed Mr. Mannem Devi
Prasadbabu, District committee President
of Kula Nirmulana Porata Samithi (KNPS
— anti-caste organisation) at his work
place. Com. Prasad was working as the paid
secretary in the agricultural cooperative
bank at Singarayakonda village. On 10%
September morning 10:30 A.M some
unidentified persons came to the bank and
asked the peon about Mr.Prasad. As Prasad
was not present at that time these people
spent some time and came back in the
afternoon. During the Lunch break they
once again asked for Prasad and
manhandled the attender in order to rush
inside the bank. As the manger was inside
and the chest was open they were stopped
from entering the bank. Prasad was informed
that some visitors are waiting for him
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outside. When he came out, three people
attacked Prasad with sickles and axes and
he was dead on the spot.

On 14" September 2005, along similar
lines, Mr.Kilinga Rao, sympathiser of the
mass organisations was killed by some
unidentified persons in the name of Victims
of Naxalites in Karimnagar town. There are
apprehensions that none other than the
police did this brutal act of killing an
innocent person. Every day threatening
press notes, phone calls and letters are
coming to members of various mass
organisations.

On 19" September 2005 evening
Nallamalla Nallathrachulu telephoned
Cheemakurthi, village surpunch, and to the
media and informed that they have killed
Malldi Ravindra of the APPKM. They
informed that the body was thrown out on
the outskirts of the village. Relatives
searched for the dead body but were not
able to get it. According to eye witness and
the kin and kith of Ravindra, on that
particular day he went to the RTA office to
settle the issue of his tractor. From the RTA
office some persons introducing
themselves as the police and had taken him
away on a vehicle. Next day evening
Ravindra appeared in a police station and
announced that he is alright and nothing
has happened to him. But the fact is that he
was beaten badly and threatened to be
killed. It was an obvious fact that the police
took a promise from Ravindra not to
disclose anything that happed during his
‘missing’.

The Cobras have been created and
nurtured by top police officials along with
the Chief Minister of the state. The Cobras
in their every statement are saying that all
mass organisations are the frontal
organisations of the Maoist Party and the
members will be killed if they continue to
work in these organisations. The factionist
nature of killings can be observed in the
present assassinations of mass
organisation leaders. Their throat was slit
by knives; their necks were cut with axes
and sickles. All the three murders by the
Cobras were in broad day light.

Now the cobras are sending death
warnings by phones and letters. They made

calls to Mr. N.Venugopal, senior journalist
and a member of Revolutionary Writers
Association (VIRASAM). Nallamalla
Nallathrachulu made calls to Ms.Sujatha,
General Secretary of the women’s
organisation the Andhra Pradesh
Chaitanya Mahila Samakhya (APCMS) and
abused her in rude and filthy language.
They threatened her with rape. The
threatening calls are from Cheemakurthi,
Srisailam, Ongole, Vinukonda and
Santhanuthalapadu villages.

Death warrants are being issued to the
leaders of democratic organisations.
Mr.L.Veeranna, an engineer working in
Warangal was threatened by an
unidentified person that he should resigns
from APCLC otherwise his dead body will
be dispatched to his home. Mr.
Jayabalanna, joint secretaray of APCLC
committee of Mahaboob Nagar district is
being terrorised by the Narsa Cobras. As a
result he fled away from his native place
and became silent.

In response to the brutal killings,
threatenings, kidnaps, attacks, the Director
General of Police (DGP) is giving ironic
statements such as “these killings are in
response to Maoist’s actions” and “Police
are not snake catchers to catch the Cobras”.
One can easily understand the state of civil,
human and democratic rights situation from
such statements of a civil servant who is in
the highest post. The DGP himself is
involved in child trafficking. His wife, Anita
Sen was arrested on grounds of child
trafficking in the name of adoption and
violated CARA and later on released when
he was working as an IG. He tried by all
means to set his wife free from all the cases.
He went to the extent of arresting the
investigation officer Mrs.Shalini Misra, of
his wife’s case. He became DGP with the
blessings of Robert Vadhera, son in law of
UPA chairperson, Mrs. Sonia Gandhi. With
those blessings he became a supercap and
is acting above the Home Minister and
Chief Minister. Many mass organisations
organised a dharna in front of the DGP
office in Hyderabad on the moves of the
DGP. This irked him a lot. This may be one
of the reasons for encouraging the private
gangs against the mass organisations.

The State wants to crush the democratic
voice of the people who are exposing its
failures and anti- people policies. The
anguish of the people over the present
Congress Government is increasing day by
day due to its failures in many issues. Large
scale corruption at every stage in the
administration made the lives of the people
miserable. Huge kick backs and high level
corruption involved in the irrigation projects
and other anti-people policies made the
prospects of the Congress party in the
ensuing Municipal elections very poor. It
is do or die for the CM to win the Municipal
polls to retain his seat. It is also necessary
for the state and central Government to
smoothly carry out the World Bank and
other imperialist agencies polices in this
country. Hence protests of any kind should
not be allowed. The main opposition will
be from the mass organisations which are
not aspirants of any power and people will
have faith on them. It is a known fact that
these organisations are neither anti-social
elements nor against the framework of the
constitution. These organisations function
in a legal way. All members of these
organisations are working in various
Government and private organisations and
none of them are under ground as alleged
by the police. Just for its survival and to
continue the imperialist policies the State
Government banned the Revolutionary
Writer Association (RWA) and put two of
its members and well known poets Dr.
Varavara Rao and Mr.Kalyana Rao behind
the bars. The State had lost its face with
this foolish act and have withdrawn the ban
but have foisted a whole lot of false cases
on the two artists.

To minimize the voice of truth it was
planned by the state and the police to
eliminate some of the activists of mass
organisation by anti-social gangs. It was
the Green Tigers, Singamalai and Thirumala
Tigers created by Chandra Bubu Naidu
Government that killed Com. Puroshottam
(APCLC), Aazam Ali (APCLC) and
kidnapped Dr. Laxman (APCLC). Now it is
the turn of the Cobras in the Y.S, Rajashekar
Reddy regime. Governments have changed

but polices remain the same.
0
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Demand Immediate and Unconditional Release Of Writers and Artists

It is now months since the famous
revolutionary writers VaraVara Rao and
Kalyan Rao are being incarcerated in
Andhra Pradesh Prisons. First, they were
arrested when a ban was put on the
Revolutionary Writers Association (the first
time ever). Since then they have been
implicated in a host of false cases all over
the state on all sorts of serious charges.
After that, in a hypocritical move the YSR
government lifted the ban. VV, as he is
fondly know, is a renowned revolutionary
poet whose poems have been translated
into not only many Indian languages but
also foreign. Kalyan Rao, just a few years,
back has released a path-breaking novel
which has become a landmark in Telugu
literature. This novel is based on the dalit
question seen from a revolutionary angle.
This too has already been translated into
some Indian languages.

Then in Jharkhand a number of
revolutionary artists were picked up in
Dhanbad from the office of a registered
union. They were members of the Krantikari
Sahitya Sangh. Amongst the many arrested
was Jetan Marandi, a young artist who has
written numerous songs and given
numerous popular performances, not only
in Jharkhand, but throughout the country.
With him was Rakshit a retired railway
employee and a popular leader. Along with
the others arrested was also the young 13-
year old Tara who is part of the cultural
troupe. Even she has not been released.
They have been charged for being ‘traitors’.

In Maharashtra another young cultural

activist, Shantanu Kamble, has been
arrested from Nagpur also on fake charges.
Shantanu is a member of the Editorial Board
of the popular Marathi literary magazine.
“Vidrohi’. A booklet of revolutionary songs
written by him in Marathi has also been
published. Some of the songs are brilliant
expressions of the dalits in the existing
horrific caste system.

India is being systematically turned
into a prison-house for even the right to
free expression. The so-called freedom,
much trumpeted by the media and rulers,
makes sure that your dissent does not go
beyond NGO-style resentment with the ills
of this system. But anything beyond is
looked on as treason and you are treated
as any ordinary criminal. On can talk as
much as one wants about film stars, cricket
stars or even depict poverty and that is the
limit beyond which you cannot go. This is
the nature of this so called democracy
where mafia rules the country. Mainline
media will consciously carry hardly one
word on these arrests but will go on and on
covering the arrest of mafia dons like Abu
Salem and Monica Bedi. But there is total
silence on the arrest and incarceration of
top artists as VV, Kalyan Rao and others
like Marandi, Kamble etc. What is
commendable though is that top artists and
writers in the country like Mahshweta Devi,
Rajendra Yadev and numerous others have
stongly condemned these arrests.

Revolutionary artists are a great threat
to the establishment as they, by their pen,
can emotionally move lakhs against the

existing unjust system. The governments
at both the State and Central level spends
crores of rupees to co-opt these artists.
Each State has their Sahitya Academies
which give largesse to writers who stay
within their framework. They become yearly
affairs patronized by none less than Chief
Ministers. In addition the imperialists play
abig role in seeking their co-option — well
known artists are picked up by the Ford
Foundation for lavish grants and the smaller
ones by imperialist-funded NGOs. Most of
the grants and awards go to dissident
artists, many of whom are from dalit, women
or tribal background. It is only those who
escape this wide cobweb spread by the
establishment that are then hounded and
incarcerated in jails and prisons.

Today the attacks on the people,
including artists is become more and more
fierce with each day due to the horrifying
effects of the policies of LPG (Liberalisation,
privatization, globalization). The more the
masses are impoverished and humiliated
the more the voice of the people is rising in
revolt. For this the rulers have only one
answer — crush it by brute force. Yet many
an artist flower in the growing
underground in the country where the
oppressed voice their agony through
poems, songs, short stories and even in
painting and sculpture. The iron fist of the
State cannot suppress their voice even in
jail as there too the four walls will echo the
revolutionary songs, dance and poems
inspiring hundreds of prisoners to a
revolutionary life. 0

Continued from page 18

or in fear of so called terrorist attack or
people’s unrest. But OVL, a public sector
undertaking of India ,may be dictated by
the Imperialists and their comprador
cronies to invest in those countries where
UK & US TNC’s investment will be illegal
in their own country or where the situation
is hostile, while they (the TNCs) can loot in
the happy safe hunting ground called
India. The production from those countries
made by OVL is always secure to the TNCs
as buying from OVL at a cheaper price
involves no legal or physical risk.
Conclusion
The war in Iraq and Afghanistan has
been fought for the control of oil and gas.

All global oil majors supported by
different imperialist interests are preying
upon India.

There is no need for war as our servile
rulers have from the very start of
globalization been surreptitiously opening
out parts of this sector and sabotaging local
production so that the big guns can
increase their exports to India. In other
words India is to become more and more
dependent on foreign produced oil and gas,
whose price will be doubled or even tripled
that produced in the country and in the
name of energy security our economy will
be more and more dependent on imported
crude and gas. International price increases
will continue to rob the masses, and the

resources of the country will be siphoned
away. TNC’s grip on the Indian economy
will become tighter and imperialist
aggression will increase at an ever faster
pace if the people of our land are not able
to get rid of this system of under-
development.

For that we have to build our economy
on our own, have to develop our own
energy efficient environment friendly
technology. We have to create a huge lively
internal market by complete land
redistribution. We have to resist each and
every sell out of our resources by the state;
we have to build a new democratic India
where these compradors will be history.

O
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THE HOAX OF ENERGY SECURITY

— Ranjan

Not only petro product prices, natural
gas (NG) prices have also been increased.
The NG has increased from Rs 2850 /1000
scm(standard cubic meter) to Rs 3200/1000
scm i.e Rs 350/1000 scm or a 12.28%
increase. The after effects of these will be
felt in the increase of auto fuel (in selected
cities) LPG, power, fertilizer and petrochem
prices.

Yet again the constitutional lefts have
compromised with the ruling classes and
robbed crores from the common people.
The target of this loot is not only the poor
but also the middle classes. The poor of
India have reached an extreme limit of
exploitation. The Congress led and left
supported UPA government is continuing
with more zeal and aggressiveness the
liberal reforms of the BJP led NDA govt .
The left are giving a sweet edge to this
reform-dagger only to erect a husmane face
of this reform process while the country is
on sale ,the lives of poor common
downtrodden people are at the mercy of
international market controlled by
imperialist capital. In a underdeveloped
semi colony like India, like all other sectors,
in the petroleum sector also the loot and
exploitation of the common masses and the
resources of the country have crossed
beyond all limits .In the pro big business
pro imperialist budget the govt is giving a
tax sop to the industries by cutting down
tax rate from 35% to 30% creating a massive
loss to the national exchequer while they
are ready to decrease the subsidy on Oil,
power, fertilizer, seed, irrigation ...every
sphere that touches the common peoples’
life .The other day this Dr Singh while
inaugurating the Nathpa-Jahkri
hydroelectric project declared that free
power cannot be given to farmers. In this
way they are trying to squeeze out even
the last drop of subsidies .Let us analyze

how the Indian petroleum sector is getting
controlled more and more by imperialists
and their cronies and how our own
resources are on sale for throwaway prices,
for a fraction royalty and how in the name
of energy security the Indian ruling classes
are making the country more dependent on
imported crude and gas.

Deregulation of petro price

“Since 1991, through the ‘reforms’ pe-
riod, the Government has taken several
measures in the name of ‘Petroleum Policy’
hiking oil prices, squeezing subsidies on
petroleum products (particularly kero-
sene and diesel), more dependence on the
import of crude petroleum than indigenous
production, privatization of public sector
oil companies. In 1996, the UF govern-
ment (of which the CPI/CPM was a major
part) took a major policy decision that
“comprehensively laid down the time-
table for dismantling the administered
price mechanism in a phased manner”.
With that the shift to market-determined
prices began in a few petroleum products,
while the public sector oil companies were
restructured to pave the way for their sell-
out. Subsidies too were slowly eased out,
raising the price of the poor-man's fuel,
kerosene, 3 to 5-fold. By April "98 prices
of only petrol, diesel, kerosene and do-
mestic LPG were controlled; prices of all
other products were decontrolled. In that
year the BJP government decided to to-
tally dismantle the APM (Administered
Prices Mechanism) in phases over the next
four years. This it has now been done by
virtually removing the entire subsidy on
kerosene, diesel and LPG.
(GLOBALISATION An Attack on India’s
Sovereignty VII Disinvestments or Sale of
India’s Assets)

After dismantling the APM (adminis-
tered price mechanism) the ruling classes
are trying to link the price of refined petro
products at par with international market

prices which is ,highly volatile and specu-
lative ,in the firm control of omnipotent in-
ternational imperialist capital .The Indian
ruling classes are trying to dismantle the
APM completely so that competitive pric-
ing in petro products bring choices to the
consumers but actually the motto behind
this is to siphon the subsidy in petro prod-
ucts to their booty .International oil prices
are so volatile that even a news of King
Fahd’s hospitalization increases crude
prices by $2 a barrel. On other occasions
international capital plays with the oil price
to amass wealth by speculation. The In-
dian cronies of imperialist capital are try-
ing to implement this volatile irrational
speculative price mechanism to the inter-
nal market to rob the masses to the maxi-
mum extent .
Increased Oil & Gas Demand and Import
In the past 15 years of reform the
skewed increase in petro product
consumption in the country has almost
gone 2-fold; with respect to 80-81 it is more
than 3 fold . India’s oil consumption, now
about 2.25 million bbl/day, is estimated to
rise, at present rates of expansion, to a huge
5 million bbl in five to seven years. This
increase is correlated with deformed
growth induced by the neo liberal policy
which induced a crippled growth or rather
growth for a small section of Indian society
while exploiting the rest. The Indian big
bourgeoisie and ruling classes, instead of
developing the economy on a self reliant
path by creating a secured & developed
local market for itself by land redistribution
and developing its own technology, chose
the path of underdevelopment, chose to
be the local partner of imperialism to exploit
the masses of the country .Whenever the
world imperialism faces a crisis they tried
to escape that by carrying ruthless
exploitation to the underdeveloped
countries of the world. Economic reforms
suggested by the World Bank and IMF are

Table: Automobile production in numbers :Economic Survey 03-04 (GOI)

Category 98-99 99-00
Passenger cars 390709 577243
Multi utility vehicles 113328 124307
Commercial vehicles 135891 173521
Two wheelers 3374508 3778011
Three wheelers 209033 205543
Total 4223469 4858625

00-01 01-02 02-03 03-04
513415 564052 608851 842437
127519 105667 114479 146103
156706 162508 203697 275224
3758518 4271327 5076221 5624950
203234 212748 276719 340729
4759392 5316302 6279967 7229443

Source:ministry of heavy industry and public enterprises

just another ploy of imperialism to further
impoverish the underdeveloped colonies/
semi-colonies. In India also the new
economy induced growth for only 2-3% of
the upper strata of the population, made a
section of the middle classes into upwardly
mobile middle classes who can buy high
end consumer durables, cars, consumer
non durables. All these products are either
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imported or made in the underdeveloped Natural Gas Production
country with imported imperialist technol- 200001 2001-02  2002-03 2003-04
ogy and machinery. 2948  29.71 3140 3196
The increase in the passenger car and (Billion Cubic Meter)

two wheeler segment has out grown
commercial vehicle production . (see: Table:
Automobile production in numbers
zeconomic survey(3-04) This increase in
passenger car and two wheeler(specially
motor bikes) segment indicates a growth in
the neo rich and “upwardly mobile” middle
class and this growth in the passenger car
segment also increased motor spirit & hsd
consumption in the country creating an
almost unsustainable demand for crude
import .

While our indigenous crude oil
production by ONGC and OIL and JV (joint
venture) fields has remained almost static
at 31 to 33 mt(million tones) over the last 15
years while simultaneously imports has
increased from 20.7 mt(90-91) to 90.4 mt (03-
04).In dollar terms petroleum ,oil and
lubricant import has increased from USD
6028 million(1990-91) to USD 17640 million
(2002-03).

Source: MOP&NG

In the natural gas sector the picture is
not so different though in the Krishna
Godavari basin Reliance has struck gas
tothe order of 7 trillion cubic feet (198 BCM)
it will come into commercial production after
2006-07. Natural gas consumption is
increasing rapidly, to cope with the demand
massive deals with foreign Oil & Gas majors
are in progress to import NG either through
pipelines from Iran, or Central Asia through
Afghanistan or by sea-carrier in the form
of LNG(liquefied natural gas). The
increasing demand in natural gas is to be
fulfilled by the import of costly LNG.
Petronet LNG Limited (PLL), a joint venture
of Indian oil & gas PSUs, was formed for
the import of LNG to meet the growing
demand of natural gas.PLL has constructed
an LNG terminal at Dahej in Gujarat for 5
MMPTA capacity and has planned to

construct another at Kochi (Kerala) for 2.5
MMPTA capacity. Further, PLL is
considering expansion of the capacity of
Dahej Terminal to 10 MMPTA and that of
the Kochi Terminal to 5 MMPTA, to cater
to the future demand of re—gasified LNG
(RLNG).PLL has contracted RasGas of
quatar for a period of 20 years for LNG
supply. In addition, Shell India Private
Limited is setting up a 2.5 MMPTA LNG
terminal at Hazira in Gujarat. Again
negligence in exploration and
concentration on import of costlier
products is the feature of Natural Gas as
well.

Stagnant Exploration and New

Exploration and Licensing Policy
(NELP): INDIA ONSALE

The national production of indigenous
crude has almost stagnated at a level of 31
to 33 mt/yr over the last 15 years (from 90-
91).What has happened to our PSUs like
ONGC and OIL which performed quite well
in the early years ?

“Both Oil and Natural gas
Corporation(ONGC) and Oil India
Limited(OIL) have been handicapped by
a paucity of resources and exploration
and exploitation activities have to be
funded with internally generated and
extra budgetary resources .No budgetary
support has been available for these two
PSEs and it has been legitimately
complained that the allocation of
resources for Plan Schemes has been
woefully inadequate and the two public
sector enterprises could not execute
expeditiously even on-going schemes.”-
New Initiatives Imperative by P.A.S(
survey of Indian industries (1997).The
Hindu)

So it may be assumed that by direct and
indirect policies and measures the Indian
ruling classes intentionally neglected
indigenous crude production by PSUs so
that this same stagnation in crude
production may be used as a cause for
opening up exploration sector to TNCs and
selling off exploration blocks to TNCs and
other private players at a throwaway price.
The collaborator compradors of imperialism
had done this in the form of a New
Exploration and Licensing Policy (NELP).

From the above comparison table it is
clear that cess has been abolished ,royalty
has been lowered to 5% to 12.5% ,a liberal
tax holyday of 7 years from commercial
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Terms of earlier policy

block offers.

and only for the blocks on offer .

contractor by ONGC/OIL

produced under the contract.

ONGC/OIL had mandatory10-40% stake

ONGC/OIL enjoyed special status & could get
block on nomination basis for their stand alone
ONGC/OIL were getting only administered prices
while International prices were being paid .
Companies could bid only during bidding rounds

Royalty & cess at specific rates on behalf of the

The government had the first right to crude

block & timing of the offer .

New exploration policy
No state participation through ONGC/OIL. Companies can bid directly

ONGC/OIL will compete with other parties for license.

crude while under joint venture contract
International oil prices to be paid to ONGC/OIL along with other parties.

Entire area to be demarketed on a grid and made available on a
continuous basis. Companies free to choose the areas of
Cess abolished & Royalty made 12.5% for onland ,10% for offshore and

5% for more than 400 meters deep blocks for 7 years

Contractors will have the freedom to market in the domestic market .

productions have been granted .That’s not
all; international crude prices to be paid to
the contractor and the policy ensures full
repatriations of profits abroad and no im-
port duties to be paid for the capital goods
(machinery) imports .And this new explo-
ration policy is supposed to provide India
energy security and act as a safe guard from
fluctuations in international crude oil
prices!! Our government has already com-
promised on crude prices and royalty and
taxes and thus it has created a happy hunt-
ing ground for international oil & gas TNCs.
That is reflected in the earlier NELP rounds
and in the latest one NELP-V (bidding com-
pleted in may05) where most of the big
TNCs like Total (France), Petronas (Malay-
sia), Statoil (Norway), ENI (Italy), Talisman
(Canada) and British Petroleum have
flocked to grab this booty. The Comptrol-
ler and Auditor General of India(CAG) in
its report found serious flaws in block allo-
cation in previous rounds of the NELP. In
its previous reports the CAG has com-
mented harshly upon what is mentioned
as shabby treatment given to national oil
companies, ONGC and OIL and the loss
caused to the exchequer by the offering of
the Panna ,Mukta and Ravva fields to for-
eign parties. The CAG has charged the
MOP&NG with having discriminated
against the National oil companies and
drawn attention to the infirmities in the bid-
ding and evaluation procedure. The minis-
try has been charged with having sold the

fields cheap to the private parties. The
award of the Panna ,Mukta and North Tapti
fields to the ENRON-RELIANCE consor-
tium has come for biting criticism from CAG.
The CAG report has charged the ministry
for not having reimbursed ONGC its ex-
penditure of Rs. 676 crores on the develop-
ment of the fields.

This makes one thing clear that ONGC/
OIL has been used by the comprador
collaborators to find the best fields for the
imperialist bosses and that too free of
charge. This sell out of Indian Oil & Gas
blocks has created unprecedented
enthusiasm among the TNCs .Under the
previous four rounds of NELP, production
sharing contracts (PSCs) have been signed
for 90 blocks. The fifth round, which is
underway, has been opened for inviting
bids for 20 exploration blocks. Out of these
20 blocks, six are in offshore areas along
the eastern and western coast of the
country and 12 are onshore.

Investment by PSUs in foreign
Countries: energy security or energy

dependency?
In NELP, total investment up to March’

04 is $ 667 million, expected investment in
all three phases under NELP is $ 4 billion
while our ONGC Videsh Limited has
committed investment of $ 4.3 billion
abroad ;surprisingly one of the main reason
shown by the ruling classes for selling the
oil and natural gas blocks to TNCs and their
JV companies is inadequate fund for invest-

ment in exploration. While we see ONGC
Videsh Limited (OVL) a wholly owned sub-
sidiary of ONGC Limited, has been formed
to invest in foreign oil and gas fields and it
has committed an investment of USD 4.3
billion of which 64% have actually been
invested till 31% march 2005 while gas ex-
ploration and production has reached a
stagnation at home. This is completely ri-
diculous as the indigenous blocks are sup-
posedly on sale for the lack of investment .

OVL now participates in equity of 15
Assets in 12 countries: Vietnam , Russia,
Sudan (3 Assets), Iran, Iraq, Libya (2
Assets), Myanmar, Syria, Ivory Coast,
Australia , Qatar and Egypt. Two Assets —
one each in Vietnam (Gas) and Sudan (Oil)
are in production and four Assets — Russia,
Myanmar, Qatar and Sudan (5A) have Oil/
Gas discoveries where appraisal and
development are in progress. Exploration
is in progress in nine Assets — Iran, Iraq,
Sudan (5B), Syria, Libya (NC 188 & 189),
Ivory Coast, Australia and Egypt.

This makes OVL the biggest Indian
Corporate having investments abroad.

If we see between the lines we clearly
can observe that OVL a PSU is investing in
such countries like MYANMAR, SUDAN,
LIBIYA, SIRIYA & IRAN where US and
British TNCS will not risk their shareholder’s
money either for a sanction from the GOVT

Continued on page 15
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Iran, the new Flashpoint

Iran is important to the US. That is why
it had its puppet, the Shah of Iran, placed
there for decades. Not only does it have
huge oil and gas deposits, one of the largest
in the world, but it has enormous geo-
political significance. It has two major
borders with the trouble-spots of Iraq and
Afghanistan and also shares borders with
Pakistan, Turkmenistan, Azerbaijan and
Turkey. In addition virtually all of West
Asia’s oil passes through the Gulfand Iran’s
strategic position overlooking the Strait of
Hormuz, which connects the Gulf with the
Indian Ocean, gives it the capacity to choke
off tanker traffic for the whole region if it is
attacked.

According to the Oil and Gas Journal
Iran has the second largest oil deposits at
126 billion barrels (after Saudi Arabia) and
also huge gas deposits. According to the
same journal it has 940 trillion cubic feet of
gas, (surpassed in the entire world only by
Russia’s 1,680 cubic feet) so that the
combined energy resources of Iran are
roughly equal to that of Saudi Arabia. In
addition, together with Russia, it has joint
rights of the large deposits in the Caspian
Sea. Also, unlike Saudi Arabia, its
production is relatively low, and so its role
in the world energy markets is very
prominent and growing. The US
corporations want desperately to get hold
of this market but cannot because US law
forbids them to do business with Iran. Iran
has thus diversified its oil interests,
particularly developing close relations with
China and Russia. China has bought large
oil rights in some of Iran’s oil fields.

It is within this framework that the US
seeks to get hold of the Iran pie but direct
aggression is not that easy due to the
confines of numerous geopolitical factors.
But before coming to this let us trace the
nuclear issue vis-avis Iran.

Historical Overview

The Iranian nuclear programme was a
gift of the US to the Shah after the coup in
1957. For over two decades the US provided
Iran not only technical assistance but also
its first nuclear reactor, enriched uranium
and plutonium. Iran was then not asked for
any guarantees. In the mid-1970s the US
approved 8 nuclear reactors. Then the
Islamic revolt threw out the Shah and
Ayatollah Khomeini came to power in 1979.

Immediately in 1980 the US instigated
Saddam to attack Iran and the war lasted
for eight years costing the two countries
10 lakh lives. But the new Islamic
government signed the NPT (Nuclear Non-
proliferation Treaty).

The NPT not only allows, in its section
4, that non-weaponising states have every
right to develop all aspects of nuclear
technology necessary for peaceful
purposes; it goes further in section 6, to
enjoin upon countries that have such
technologies to actively provide such
technologies to the non-weaponising
states who have signed the treaty. And it is
this legal right that the US (and later the
EU-3) are opposing in Iran to prevent it from
having its own enrichment (of uranium)
facilities. In fact, at the last NPT Review
Conference, the US tried its utmost to
rewrite the clause to reduce the right to
enrichment. But it was unsuccessful.
Enriched uranium that is used to generate
electricity can be used in weapons when
refined to higher degrees of purity.

The uranium fuel cycle consists of
mining uranium ore and processing it into
uranium oxide (yellow cake). The yellow
cake is converted into uranium tetrafluoride
(UF4) gas and then into uranium
hexafluoride (UF6), which is enriched to
varying degrees of purity.

Ever since 9/11 the US has put Iran on
the hit-list as one of the countries dubbed
the axis-of-evil. Like with Iraq it is claiming
that it has WMDs (weapons of mass
destruction) and that it should stop its
enrichment facilities. The standoff with the
US over its nuclear programme prompted
Iran to begin negotiations with Germany,
France and Britain in 2004 — the so-called
EU-3.

The discussions acquired urgency after
it came to light that Iran had not reported
the existence of a key underground facility
to the International Atomic Energy Agency
(TAEA). The uranium enrichment at Natanz,
which is a violation of the NPT by Iran,
was revealed by Iranian exiles to the West.
Subsequently, Iran signed the additional
protocol to the NPT, under which the IAEA
could make surprise checks of any of its
real or suspected nuclear facilities. In
Nov.2004 Iran suspended work related
enrichment at all its facilities, including

Esfahan and Natanz, which were
subsequently sealed by the IAEA.

Even after one year of discussions with
the EU-3 there were no real steps forward
to Iran’s own steps for confidence building
measures. Iran had hoped for mediation
from the EU in the face of the US’s tough
stance. Iran pressed for an accord, solicited
the EU’s proposals, and set a deadline.
Instead of the EU’s proposals, it received a
letter of July 29" 04 which shattered all
hopes. As a consequence Iran notified the
IAEA that it would resume uraniumn
conversion activities in Isfahan but would
not go for enrichment. Finally the EU3’s
proposals came on Aug.8". Entitled
“framework for a Long-Term Agreement”,
they comprised assurances on security,
economic cooperation, drug-trafficking,
terrorism, etc. But the core lay in Iran
abandoning its “fuel cycle activities....... ”,
It added “we do not believe that Iran has
any operational need to engage in fissile
material activities of its own”. In fact, even
over one month before the Sept vote the
US under secretary of state, Nicholas Burns,
revealed on Sept. 8" that India cooperated
with the IAEA on August 11" when the
Board adopted a resolution expressing
“serious concern” at Iran’s action and
urged it to “re-establish full suspension of
all enrichment related activities”.

Because of this hostile approach of the
West, the new government that was voted
to power in Iran, on Aug.8th of last year, re-
started work on its Esfahan facility, which
essentially converts uranium into feedstock
for enrichment at Nantz. By this step they
have begun uranium conversion but the
fact is that enrichment work can be done
only at Nantz, where the status quo exists.
The revival of the Esfahan facility has also
been done under safeguards. Work only
began after IAEA monitors had positioned
cameras inside the facility. Yet the US is
vehemently opposed to any nuclear
programme in Iran and has kept open the
military option unless it completely stops
it nuclear enrichment programme.

In the Sept resolution, the 35-member
IAEA Board passed a resolution calling on
Iran to stop enrichment work at Esfahan.
The statement said that “outstanding
issues relating to Iran’s nuclear
programme have yet to be resolved, and
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that IAEA is not yet in a position to con-
clude that there are no nuclear materials
or activities in Iran”. The resolution
stopped short of referring Tehran to the
UN Security Council, which could impose
sanctions on it. The new regime in Iran
openly replied to the US-EU threats and
said that it would continue with its enrich-
ment programme as allowed by the NPT. In
fact in November 05 it even publicly de-
clined Russia’s offer to move the final stage
of uranium enrichment to Russian territory.
In a show of defiance the Iranian
parlaiament has backed a move to begin a
uranium enrichment programme and end
surprise inspections by the UN if Tehran’s
case is referred to the UN Security Council.
In his inaugural address the new
President said that they will resist foreign
coercion, but are open to negotiations.

Strategic Significance of Iran

Ever since the Irag-Iran war Iran asserts
much influence on the Shia population of
Iraq— on whom the US depend to counter
the mainly Sunni insurgency. Ayatollah
Khomeini himself supervised the creation
of their umbrella organisation in Iraq — the
Supreme Council of Islamic Revolution in
Iraq (SCIRI). The military wing of the SCIRI,
the Badr Brigade, was founded, armed and
trained by the Iranian Revolutionary
Guards. When the US launched its war on
Iraq in 1991 Iran ordered SCIRI and others
to collaborate with the US. In the North the
Iranian regime in their struggle with Saddam
patronized Jalal Talabani, leader of the
larger Kurdish party in Iraq, so as to win
the cooperation of the Iranian Kurds and
to undermine Saddam’s hold over the
Kurdish part of Iraq. In this game too they

were on the same side as the US.

But when the US invaded Iraq this time
and expected the support of the SCIRI, with
whom they had been collaborating since
the past decade, they failed to get it. But
they did render immense service to the US
by forbidding their followers from joining
the insurgency that soon began and in then
neutralizing Moqtada himself, the only
formidable Shia leader who wanted to fight
the occupiers (his father was one of the
founders of SCIRI).

Once the US had captured Baghdad and
the leaders of SCIRI had been brought in,
Iran concentrated on getting the personnel
of their outfits like the Badr Brigade, to
occupy all the positions in the state
machinery. So it has come about that the
US and Iranian regime has been working in
tandem in Iraq, notwithstanding their
contradictions. US clients which were
independent of Iran were forced to rely more
and more on the clerics as the Sunni
insurgency grew. And even Chalabi, its star
client and great hope at one point, simply
defected to the Iranians and re-emerged as
aprominent figure in the new dispensation
as well. So, in Iraq, with a rising insurgency,
the US is forced to rely on the good offices
of the Iranians to keep the Shia population
on leash. This helps the Iran regime
maintain its bargaining position with
respect to the Bush administration’s
aggressive intentions against it.

The Iranian government has utilsed this
US helplessness to make deep inroads into
the Iraqi economy and government. Iran
has offered to refine Iraqi oil for the world
market and offered finance to build more
refineries. Iraq has no extensive port
facilities at present; Iranian ports are being
used for deliveries of goods; Iran is thus
taking over the transit trade that used to
go through Syria and Jordan. It is offering
finance and investment in a whole range of
infrastructural construction in southern
Iraq, from hotels to roads to airports to
electricity grids. Iran is training Iraqi
personnel in various branches of
government, including the police and army
and judiciary, as well as technical personnel
for the private sector. In short, Iran is fast
occupying many of the places where the
US corporations had hoped to be. The US
would be most unhappy of this role of Iran
in Iraq, but can do nothing about it for the
time-being.
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In Afghanistan too Iran has a large border
and has close influence on the war-lords in
parts of West Afghanistan. Their support
too is vital for the sustenance of the pup-
pet Karzai government in the face of the
growing influence of the Taliban. Recently
the Americans have established a major
military base in West Afghanistan — a re-
gion where the Indian Army (Border Road
Org) has been quietly building a road.
Besides this geo-political importance of
Iran, the Iran regime has been using its oil
and gas wealth to build deep relations with
other powers, particularly China. It already
provides some 14% of China’s energy
requirements and the huge deals it has been
signing and proposing for the future would
make Iran a strategic ally of China. Given
China’s growing clout in world affairs; this
China link will act as an important
counterbalance to western pressure.
Besides the Russian imperialists have
always been cultivating Iran, as they did
Iraq, due to their over two decade-long anti-
west positions. With Russia’s new found
assertion in world affairs in recent years it
has begun to play an important role in Iran.
In Dec 05 Russia raised its stakes in Iran by
agreeing to sell Tehran advanced air
defence missile systems — the highly
sophisticated 30 TOR-m1 missiles for $1
billion. It is Iran’s biggest defence deal in
recent years. In addition talks are on with
Iran to also sell it long-range Air defence
systems and the T-90S tanks. Earlier Russia
had build a nuclear reactor in the Iranian
city of Bushehr, which is to become
operational this year. All this has been
taking place inspite of strong protests from
the US and Israel. Of course, Russia has
also sought to play a double-dealing role
also demanding that Iran stop its uranium
enrichment programme, offering instead to
take it up for them in Russian soil. (This
scheme was supported by the West).
Finally, iran has ambitious plans to
construct in Tehran an oil bourse which
would use a Euro-denominated inter-
national oil-trading mechanism to begin
competing with the two main bourses, the
New York Mercantile Exchange (NYMEX)
and London’s International Petroleum
Exchange (IPE), both dominated by the US
multinationals and both involved in dollar-
denominated oil trade, thus making the
dollar virtually the world currency for oil
trade. Since the spring of 2003 Iran has

required payments in euros for its Euro-
pean and Asian exports. One must not for-
get that one of Saddam’s major ‘crimes’ was
that he started asking for payment for Iraqi
oil in euros instead of dollars.

Thus Iran has important strategic
significance in the present-day world and
it is not going to be that easy for the US to
launch a military offensive, particularly as
long as it continues to bogged down in
Iraq. Ofcourse, it is seeking destabalisation
methods through its infiltration of Kurds
and Azeri minorities in the North. It has
cultivated other groups for subversion as
well, like seasoned fighters of the MeK —
the Mujahideen-e-Khalq is a dissident
Islamic faction of Iranians promoted by
Saddam and now under protection and
command of the US. On the eastern flank, a
vast territory inhabited by Baluch people
is divided between Iran and Pakistan. The
US is said to have military bases and
extensive covert military operations in this
region. Besides there is a virtual US military
encirclement of Iran from Saudi Arabia and
other clients in the Gulf on the one hand,
and on the other, the newly acquired military
bases in Afghanistan, Iraq and some of the
Caspian littoral states. All this is
supplemented by the military power and
the anti-Iran designs of Israel. Finally, the
US is cultivating a large cross-section of
the elite Iranians abroad particularly those
from the monarchy who have extensive
links with secret subversive groups in Iran.
In fact the CIA had floated the Coalition for
Democracy in Iran to bring together all
dissidents abroad to restore the Shah’s son
to the throne.

So, the stakes in Iran are high. The US
has to move more cautiously but its
hegemonistic and imperialist ambitions
often push it to rash acts.

The IAEA Vote & India’s Cringing Stand

The Sept 24" resolution of the IAEA
stated “Iran’s many failures and breaches
of its obligations to comply with its NPT
Safeguards Agreement..... constitute non-
compliance in the context of Article XII C
of the Agency s Statute.... and the resulting
absence of confidence that Iran’s
programme is exclusively for peaceful
purposes has given rise to questions that
are within the competence of the Security
Council..... for the maintenance of
international peace and security”. The
resolution has urged Iran to institute further

transparency measures, re-establish full
and sustained suspension of all
enrichment-related activity, and reconsider
the construction of heavy-water-
moderated reactors. Further, in full violation
of the sovereignty of Iran, the EU-3 has
proposed a package to create an expert
body to help Iran identify and appropriate
research reactor and how best to achieve
1it.

All the NAM (Non-aligned Movement)
members on the IAEA Board abstained from
voting including South Africa, Mexico,
Algeria, Sri Lanka and Brazil. So also Russia
and China abstained. Only Venezuela voted
against the resolution. India’s vote was
crucial for the US as it broke the NAM
consensus on the issue and helped the US/
EU-3 get a slim majority. The essence of
the resolution was to seek to refer Iran to
the Security Council at an unspecified date
on mere suspicion of trying to acquire
nuclear weapons.

Iran’s position until recently had the
support of the entire 116-member NAM.
India’s volt-face on Iran totally reversed
the government’s earlier stand that the
Iranian issue should be discussed within
the framework of the IAEA. Even Pakistan,
which has the special status of a “non-
NATO ally” of the US, abstained in the
IAEA vote — such was the level of servility
of the Indian rulers to the US/EU combine.
India was one of the 22 to vote in favour of
referral. In doing so it joined Ecuador,
Ghana, Peru and Singapore in backing the
yes-vote.

No doubt India’s vote came in the light
of the India-US nuclear deal of July 19, Tt
is clear from statements made by top US
officials since then that it was at the dictates
of the US that the Indians voted. Frontline
reported (Nov.18") that the chief architect
of US foreign policy, Lantos, had stated: “/
would not like to see a set of developments
with respect to India whereby we agree to
undertake a tremendous range of path-
breaking measures to accommodate India
while India blithely pursues what it sees
should be its goal and policy vis-a-vis
Iran. And if our Indian friends are
interested in receiving all the benefits of
US support we have every right to expect
India will reciprocate ....I am particularly
concerned over recent remarks by the
Indian Foreign Minister that India will

Continued on page 23
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The Great Indian Sell-out :Traitorous policies of the Indian rulers

More on Foreign Takeover of Indian Industry

- Arvind

In the October 05 issue of the magazine
we saw the speed at which Indian industry
was being taken over, directly and
indirectly, by foreign capital. We add to this
now the latest figures on the same topic.

According to the Business Standard
(Dec.21 2005) imperialists now (on Sept 30
2005) OWN 30% of Indian companies and
as much as 39% of the private sector. They
own 11% of Public Sector Units (including
banks). They control 32% of the Bombay
Stock exchange. According to this
Business Standard report as on Sept 30™,
of the 2,457 companies studied, foreign
holdings in 164 companies are now over
50%, 180 companies have between 25% and
50%, 334 have between 10% and 25% and
240 have between 5-10% foreign holdings.
These foreign investments include FDI, FII,
NRI deposits and American (and other)
Depository Receipts.

Since then FII penetration has been
going up even further at a very fast pace.
On Sept 30™ they controlled Rs.6%: lakh
crores of shares on the BSE; in these past
three months alone this has gone up by
Rs.11,263 crores. Also FDI’s have been
going up fast with the current year having
the largest number of mergers and
acquisitions — many of which are foreign
takeovers of Indian companies.

In December 2005 the US’s big
investment banker, Merrill Lynch, bought
out their Indian partner in the Indian joint
venture for a gigantic sum of $500 million.
It is the largest FDI in India’s financial
service sector. In 1975 Hemendra Kothari
began the company DSP Financial
Consultants. Later the joint venture DSP
Merrill Lynch was formed with the US
partner having a stake of 40%. Now Merrill
Lynch has increased its stake to 90%
buying out the 47% of Hemendra Kothari’s
share as also 3% from the public.

With this takeover, the total takeovers
in the first 11 months of this year have
reached a gigantic $13 billion. The largest
takeover in the year was of Ambujam
Cement India Ltd by the Swiss company
Holcim Ltd for $810 million. Such takeovers
have been a continuous trend in this period
of globalization, but have seen a spurt in
the last two years. Most of these
multinationals are buying out their Indian

partners, with the further opening up of the
laws of the country, raising their stake to
90% and above, and delisting from the
stock exchange. During the last few years
dozens of MNCs have made open offers
and chose to de-list. These include
Cadbury India, Phillips India, Reckitt
Benckiser, Carrier Aircon, etc. And in many
cases where the Indian partner was not
agreeable to a sell-out they have used their
influence with the government to set up
wholly owned subsidies. An example of this
was that Singer India got FIPB permission
to set up a wholly-owned subsidy allowing
its collaboration with the Poddar group to
languish.

Also in November last year Mahinder
and Mahinder went into a 51:49 partnership
with the giant US company, International
Truck and Engine Corporation.

As mentioned in the October article
such direct acquisitions are one method for
the foreign take-over of the country’s
business. The other method is through the
indirect path of FII investments where
foreign institutional investment firms buy
up the share capital of companies on the
stock exchange. Over $34 billion has
entered this way and the pace of its entry
is increasing by leaps and bounds. The sky
rocketing of the stock exchange, primarily
due to FII inflows is an indication of the
extent to which the money is flowing in.

According to the Economic Times (July
25 2005) there are 13 companies in India
where the FII investment is $1 billion and
above. Leading the pack is Infosys with
$5.5 billion foreign investment, followed by
Reliance with $4.9 billion. The others are
ICICI Bank $3.4 billion, HDFC $3.3 billion,
Bharati teli Ventures $2.7 bilion, Satyam $2
billion, ITC $1.6 billion, HDFC Bank $1.4
billion, Bhel $1.2 billion, Hindustan Leevers
$1.1billion and NTPC and SBI with $1 billion
each.

The largest FII is the US-based Capital
Group with an investment of $1.5 billion in
the country. This is followed by HSBC
Global, Morgan Stanley, Allamanda,
Emerging Markets GF, Merrill Lynch, etc.
As already mentioned this capital is taking
over even small companies as can be seen
from the purchase of a 26% stake in the
Delhi-based pathological chain, Dr. Lal Path
Labs by the US venture capital fund,

WestBridge.

In fact the figures of foreign penetration
are even more that what was mentioned in
October if we are to go by facts mentioned
in an article that appeared in Business
Today (Dec.5 04). The figures for one year
back are as follows:

Company Name Foreign
Ownership%
Bharti Teli Ventures  47.7%
Cipla 43.4%
Dr.Reddy’s Lab 45.8%
HDFC 76.5%
HDFC Bank 45.8%
ICICI Bank 69.7%
Infosys Technologies 49.2%
Satyam Computers  66%
Reliance 22.4%
BHEL 22%
State Bank of India  12%
NTPC 6%
Bajaj Auto 17.2%
TVS 12.6%

In this one years time with the heavy
inflow of FII funds these figures would
have gone up drastically. So, for example
the Infosys percentage has gone up to
55.2% and the Indusind bank has raised
the foreign investment limit to 74%. It is
not surprising that the Infosys head,
Narayan Murthy openly talks as an
American stooge.

What is more, with the influx of foreign
capital and control over the country, though
politics is left to ‘Indians’, companies are
being now more and more directly run by
foreigners. More and more companies, not
only MNC subsidiaries, but also ones run
by compradors are bringing in foreigners
to head them. The most recent such change
was at the Hindustan Lever Limited which
has had an Indian to head it for the last 50
years. These chiefs are paid phenomenal
salaries which can be 50% more than what
was paid to the ‘Indian’. During the British
Raj this was a method of indirectly
transferring vast sums abroad. It is now
being repeated today. In this year alone
over one dozen foreigners have replaced
Indians to head the companies. These
include Coca-Cola Bottling, Spicelet,
Kngfisher, GoAir, Air Deccan, IndiGo
Airlines, Goldman Sachs, Intel India and
CSC India. Earlier even MNCs normally kept
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Indians to head it as their front men.
Now even compradors like SpiceJet and
Kingfisher are keeping foreigners to run
their establishments. These are being paid
anything from $1,50,000 to $2,50,000 per
month — i.e. they are being paid anything
from Rs.70 lakhs to Rs.1.1 crore per month.
(Economic Times, Dec.19 2005) Most of
this will be in foreign exchange and does
not include the perks they receive.

So, we find today that the compradors
are getting more deeply entangled with the
Imperialists while a large number of smaller
elements are getting wiped out, in order to
survive in this market which is being more
and more thrown open international
competition. It is becoming even more
difficult to survive without the prop of some
imperialist.

And the governments at both the
Central and State levels are bowing lower
and lower to imperialist and MNC dictates.
They have on their agenda to open the huge
retail sector to 49% foreign capital. Already
the giants of the world retail chains like Wal
Mart (US — and the biggest company in
the world), Tesco (UK), Casino (French),
etc are negotiating with local collaborators
even before the government has passed
the necessary legislation. For all the CPM’s
hypocritical opposition the West Bengal
CM has himself been talking to heads of
these retail chains about investment in
Kolkota. The government is also talking
about allowing foreign law firms, foreign
Charted Accountant firms, allowing 49% in
ARCs (Asset reconstruction Companies),
allowing Venture Capitalist funds into Real

Estate, and has even presented a road map
for financial sector reforms at a meeting of
the Indo-US Financial & Economic Forum
at New Delhi on Dec 5" 05.

Today it is the big compradors, the
powerful NRIs (like Mittal and others) and
the imperialists who are tightly bound in
the web of the imperialist system seeking
markets not only in India but also abroad.
It is this international mafia that is squeezing
the last drop out of the Indian masses.
While they make crores each day the
masses are being pushed deeper into the
abyss of poverty and disease. It is not
possible to reform this monster or give it a
human face; it requires a sharp surgical
strike.

Continue from page 21

not support the US drive to refer Iran's
nuclear weapons issue to the Security
Council..... New Delhi must understand
how important it is to the US initiatives to
counter the nuclear threat from Iran. That
includes supporting our efforts to refer
Iran’s 18-years of violation of the NPT to
the UN Security Council. Anything less
than full support will imperil the expan-
sion of nuclear and security cooperation
with New Delhi.”

Soon after this the Volcker report was
released implicating the foreign minister.
Though all politicians are neck-deep in
corruption and Natwar Singh and his
lumpen son is no exception, the report was
used by the US lobby to get rid of him. All
countries ignored that report as a US
concoction, but not the servile Indian
rulers. Ofcourse all the 135 companies that
have been mentioned have been
conveniently ignored.In fact one of the
major beneficiaries was Reliance, but no
action is taken on the Ambanis. Also the
foreign secretary, Shyam Saran, is an
outright parrot of the US and has promptly
stated in New Delhi that “India was against
the proliferation of nuclear weapons; there
is no ambiguity in India’s stand”.

Besides the oil pipleline deal between
India, Iran and Pakistan, India and Iran have

already signed a $21 billion 25-year deal for
an annual supply of 5 million tones of LNG
to India from 2009 onwards. Iran reacted
negatively after the India vote and
threatened to cancel the deal. Though the
US is strongly opposed to these deals with
Iran, Russia and China are very much for
pushing it through.

Besides international pressure there are
strong business lobbies in India who have
much to gain from the huge deals with Iran.
So a concerted campaign were taken by
political parties, like CPM, SP, etc, for
retracting India’s position at the next
meeting of the IAEA scheduled for end
November. Also it came to be known that
the decision to vote for the US-EU3
proposal was taken by a small clique
around the PMO (Prime minister’s Office),
with the Indian ambassador to the US,
Ronen Sen, and Shyam Saran playing
pivotal roles in the vote. Much of the
powerful bureaucracy was not in favour of
breaking the Iran deal.

Finally, in end November the US-EU did
not push for any vote at the IAEA Board
meeting and the EU3 have once again
begun negotiations with Iran. But, till date
both sides are taking a tough stand. With
the victory of the radical Islamist Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad in the Iranian elections, Iran
is in no mood to capitulate to the combined

US-EU pressure.

Iran is a new and key flashpoint in the
imperialist scheme of things. As mentioned
above many aspects of geo-political
influence are involved together with its
huge oil and gas resources. The Indian
ruling classes and business lobbies are
being pulled in two directions, while overall
bending to the US tune a section of the
compradors are in favour of continuing the
oil and gas deals with Iran.

No country has the right to dictate to
another, what it should produce and what
it should not. Least of all the US has the
fight to dictate on nuclear weapons when
it is armed to the teeth with them.
Notwithstanding the NPT itself allows Iran
to enrich uranium, even otherwise any
country has the right to do so to defend
themselves, particularly Iran, which is being
openly threatened by the US. The Indian
rulers are not only outright stooges of the
US but totally hypocritical when they
themselves are producing nuclear weapons
and have even refused to sign the NPT.
These two-timing agents need to be
rebuffed by all countries as this pro-
imperialist attitude towards Iran has also
been reflected in other fora. The people of
India must stand by the Iranian people for
the full defence of the sovereign rights
against the imperialist onslaught.
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PRESSSTATEMENT

Stop State Terror Against Maoists In India
Demand Immediate Release Of com. Sunil Roy, Gaurav, Kiran & Others

We, the Maoist Parties of South Asia
strongly condemn the State terror on the
people of India, particularly their vanguard,
the CPI(Maoist). Ever since the merger of
the two parties, the MCCI and
CPI(ML(PW) {both members of the
CCOMPOSA} and the formation of the
united CPI(Maoist), the Central and State
governments of India have been unleashing
maniacal terror against it. We strongly
condemn this and warn that the greater the
repression the greater will be the people’s
wrath.

It is now many months that the Indian
government has been illegally detaining
senior leader and politburo member com
Sunil Roy. In spite of his advanced age and
poor health they are treating him like an
ordinary criminal. Com. Sunil Roy (publicly
known as Com. Shome) is not only a
respected leader of the Indian
revolutionary movement he was also
known internationally, being one of the
important members of the CCOMPOSA. In
addition they also continue to illegally
incarcerate senior leaders and politburo
members of the CPN(Maoist), comrades
Kiran and Gaurav and many other Nepalese
Maoists.

The CCOMPOSA demands the
unconditional and immediate release of
these senior leaders and all other political
prisoners of South Asia illegally being
detained in Indian prisons.

Besides, it has recently come to our
notice from the media that the Indian rulers
have been unleashing a most brutal and
barbaric campaign, in the name of Salwa

Judum, against the tribals of Bastar
(Chhatisgarh) who are under the leadership
of the Maoists. It is reported the para-
military and lumpen forces led by an MLA
have been resorting to terror of
unspeakable nature killing, burning, and
looting. Itis reported over 100 tribals have
been killed and not even women and
children have been spared. Their heads are
being severed and stuck on their own
houses to create terror. Over 30 young
women have been gang-raped and six of
them killed. 40 villages have been burnt
down and villagers gathered and kept in
Vietnamese-style strategic hamlets. The
terror is reported to be going on till today.
It is reminiscent of British rule in India.

The CCOMPOSA demands the
immediate end to this terror, the restoration
of human rights in the region, and strict
action against all those responsible.

It is known that the Indian rulers,
backed by their imperialist masters, have
resorted to such terror not only in India
but other countries of South Asia in the
past like Sri Lanka, Bangladesh and also
against the nationality movements of
Kashmir and the North-East. The methods
adopted go against all civilized norms and
will breed hatred against the Indian rulers
in the entire region.

CCOMPOSA demands the immediate
end to the terror in Chattisgarh and a public
enquiry by an international tribunal into the
so-called Salwa Judum going on since the
past five months.

Coordination Committee of Maoist
Parties and Organisations of South Asia
(CCOMPOSA)

1) PBSP (CC) [Bangladesh] 2) PBSP
(MPK)[Bangladesh] 3) BSD (ML)
[Bangladesh] 4)CPEB (ML)
[Bangladesh] 5)CPC (Maoist) [Sri
Lanka] 6) CPI-ML (Naxalbari) [India]
7)RCCI(MLM) [India] 8) CPN (Maoist)
[Nepal] 9) CPI(Maoist) [India]

December 26 2005

Condolence Messages to Com. KS
Meanwhile PM has got a number of
condolence messages on the demise of
comrade KS. These were from the
CCOMPOSA, the Communist Party of
Nepal (Maoist) and the RIM. The
CCOMPOSA statement said “CCOMPOSA
pays its red homage to Karan Singh. He
played an important role in the initiation,
formation and development of
CCOMPOSA, which came into existence
in 2001, being a leader of RCCI (Maoist).
His active participation in the effort to
unite all revolutionary forces of South Asia
is exceptional and unforgettable. He firmly
and genuinely believed in the necessity of
ideological and political unity of all
revolutionary forces and the unity of all
workers of the world to fight against all
the reactions, feudalism and imperialism.”
The statement further added that
“Comrade KS will continue to encourage
us and inspire us in striving to achieve
socialism and communism, the ideals
which he stood for throughout his life. He
will forever live in the hearts and minds of
the oppressed that he dedicated his life.”

O

Continue from back page

very small scale), performed some glorious
guerilla actions. When our revolutionary
movement reached the eve of formation of
mass-organization mass-movement, peo-
ples’ militia, and regular guerilla forces, ex-
actly at that time, the new type of state re-
pression took place under the guidance of
the CIA-FBI & RAW.

In the process some organisers (from
district to cell level) were martyred.
Among the Losses the Gains are:

Inspite of the repression the spreading

of our organizational boundary has not
stopped. The Party organization has
already spread to more districts. In this
strategic defensive stage of the
revolutionary warfare, to resist a hugely
stronger enemy, firstly, we started to retreat
and move around for circling the enemy
camps. Then we started to take preparations
to counter attack the well-equipped enemy
force. In the process of retreat, most of the
forces of our party (the Organizers, Political
Commissars, and Guerilla Commanders etc.)
have taken their places in the retreat places;
from there they began to strike back. Our

guerilla squads firstly targeted the eyes and
ears of the RAB. The Govt. sanctioned had
Tk.115/- crore, as source money. By the help
of'this money, the RAB already established
asecret organization as its source informers.
Our guerilla squads began to annihilate
source organizers and important sources.

!, Rapid Action Battalion

2 Jagrata Muslim Janata (Vigilant Mus-
lim People), Bangladesh, In brief ]IMB

3 Director General of Defense Forces
Intelligence (DGDFI)

4 Army Intelligence

October 2005
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——Call

on the Occasion of March 8:

CONDEMN STATE VIOLENCE ON WOMEN AND ON THE WOMEN’S MOVEMENT!
EXPOSE AND OPPOSE THE VIOLENCE OF STATE BACKED VIGILANTE GANGS ON THE WOMEN’S
MOVEMENT!!

As March 8 approaches this year the women’s movement is
confronted with an unprecedented increase in the overall violence
against women, and particularly state violence. Under the impact
of the imperialist sponsored new economic policies of
globalization, women are facing increased exploitation and
repression in various ways — both feudal patriarchal as also
from a sexist consumerist culture. There has been a increase in
so-called dowry deaths, female foeticide, sexual exploitation, rape,
etc. As a result more and more women are joining the struggles
against the anti-people, traitorous policies of the Central and
State Governments. They are also becoming active participants
in the revolutionary struggle against this corrupt and discredited
system.

As the resistance of women is growing the government
and state have been attacking women with increased brutality,
particularly against those participating in the revolutionary
movement for their total emancipation. But women have been
fighting back. And they are becoming targets of repression by
the State and its agencies. On the International Working Women’s
Day this year let us focus on exposing and opposing the police
and other forms of state violence against women in general and
the revolutionary women’s movement in particular.

March 8, last year, dawned with the repression on the
Mahila Mukti Manch’s (Chattisgarh) attempts to celebrate
International Women’s Day. By converting Ambikapur and its
outskirts into an armed police garrison to prevent women from
gathering for the program, the state administration revealed its
real face towards the goal of equality and liberation for women.
Then Chattisgarh’s Raman Singh’s BJP led Government went
ahead and officially banned the Krantikari Adivasi Mahila
Sanghtana (KAMS) active in the southern part of the State. In
Bihar’s Aurangabad district too the Rabri Devi Government
disrupted the celebration of March 8 last year. In Daltongan;j
(Jharkhand) not only did the local police stop women from going
for the program but also kept them hungry all night and then
forced them to climb a truck filled with boulders. The truck turned
turtle and five women were martyred on the spot. Throughout
the year there have been various incidents of police attacks and
killings of women involved with revolutionary politics or
suspected of being so involved. Lalmani an organizer of the Nari
Mukti Sangh in West Singhbhum district of Jharkhand was
arrested on January 5, 2005 and has since not been heard of. In
Sept 05 three innocent minor adivasi girls were picked up by the
commando force men from near Bendur in Chamorshi tehsil of
Gadhchiroli district, raped and shot at. While Gita Tulavi and
Sunita Madavi died on the spot, Sushila Tulavi was injured. She
is now languishing in jail. This is a clear case of victims becoming
the accused while the accused commandos roam free. Several
women PLGA members have died fighting these armed
mercenaries of the ruling classes. We hail the martyrdom of all

these women who have sacrificed their lives for the cause of
liberating society and especially women.

The State’s most widespread and brutal attack on women
is taking place in the villages and forests of Bastar (Chattisgarh)
and West and East Singhbhum (Jharkhand) in the name of Jan
Jagaran (mass arousal). Called Salwa Judem in Bastar and Sendra
in Jharkhand, these campaigns have created a reign of terror among
the masses residing in these areas. In Bastar, ruling class
politicians, in the pay of imperialists and compradors greedily
eyeing the rich mineral wealth of these regions, are brutally
attacking women and children also as part of their all round
campaign to crush the revolutionary movement. Protected and
aided by the specially trained commando Naga Battalion, these
corrupt politicians led by Mahendra Karma and Kedar Kashyap,
and their notorious anti-people cohorts have attacked villages,
burnt houses, destroyed assets, beaten up men, women, children
and even killed them. Women have been molested and raped by
the goons of these politicians and the CRPF, Naga Battalion and
local police. They are being dragged to police stations and beaten
and tortured there. From June to October 2005, 25 women from 10
villages have been raped and 6 raped and killed. Among those
killed was a pregnant woman Vendije Nangi from Mukawalli village
(Bijapur tehsil). Competing with the Hindutva goons in their
bestiality, they ripped open her stomach after shooting her and
then again shot her and the foetus. Indeed no words can describe
the cruelty and brutality displayed by the men in uniform with
these and other women. As in the North East and Kashmir in the
heart of India too they are using rape as a means of suppressing
the people’s movement These accounts reveal the ruthlessness
of the Indian State and its decision to crush the revolutionary
movement at any cost.

In Andhra Pradesh in spite of the Congress coming to
power last year criticizing the Naidu Govt for its repression, the
Congress Govt has surpassed Chandrababu Naidu in its repressive
tactics. It began with the arrest and killing of Laxmi, an executive
member of the APCMS (AP Chaitanya Mahila Samakhya) on
January 8, last year. Since then the women’s movement is under
attack by vigilante groups functioning in close league with the
state police. The Narsi Cobras, and similar cobras, which are
nothing but fronts formed by the special police, have been
threatening to kill active members of the APCMS. They have
prepared and openly publicized hit lists, which include prominent
and active members of various democratic organizations including
the office bearers of APCMS, Sujatha, Swaroopa and others. These
so-called Cobras have also targeted women artists like Sandhya
and student leader Sneha. These hit lists and threatening phone
calls are not empty threats. They bring to memory the manner in
which the powerful singer from Telengana, Belli Lalitha was killed
and brutally cut up by one such vigilante gang with the active
connivance of the police. They are a clear indication of the manner
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in which the Andhra Pradesh Government and its police wing
seek to deal with militant opposition. Similar is the situation that
is being faced by women in Kashmir and the North East where
the various nationalities are struggling for their right to self-
determination.

In Jharkhand as the Munda government intensifies its
repressive mechanism incidents of molestation of women have
increased in the past few months. The long range patrolling
commandos raped Prabhadevi from Latehar on 11™ November,
while two women from Behra village (Pirta thana) in Giridih were
gang raped on 18" November.

Women revolutionaries are languishing in the various
jails of the country under draconian laws like TADA and POTA
or on trumped up charges, their only crime being that they yearn
for liberation for them and the oppressed masses and have either
supported or participated in the struggle for revolutionary
change. Irrespective of the party in power at the State, whether
Maharashtra’s Congress govt, or West Bengal’s CPM govt, or
BJP govts in Chattisgarh and Jharkhand they are facing
harassment and ill treatment. Even their basic rights as political
prisoners are denied to them. Chaili Pelga/Sarita of Midapalli
village, Gadhchiroli has been sentenced to life imprisonment
under TADA. Shanti and Elisabha arrested for organizing the
Nari Mukti Sangh in West Singhbhum last year are still
languishing in jail. Vinita a state committee member of the Nari
Mukti Sangh, and her grandmother, and Nitu, another activist
arrested in October 2004, activists from West and East
Champaran, Nisha, Anju and Manju, district committee members
of'the NMS arrested and tortured last year and others are all still
languishing in jail. Vinita delivered a baby just a month after her
arrest but continued to be under detention. Saroj from Bihar was
arrested in August and Gita and Vinita activists from Rohtas
were arrested in December 2005. They are facing prolonged
detention for trying to assert their basic democratic right to
profess political views, to join a mass organization and to be
socially active.

But it is not only the women’s movement but also
ordinary women are facing the increasing brutalisation and
arrogant unbridled power of the police and state machinery.
Thousands and thousands go unreported. We all know how
judiciary acquitted all the accused in Banwari Devi case. (“We
can 't believe these people would have committed such a heinous
crime”.) Even women like Indian Air Force flying officer Anjali
Gupta who was summarily dismissed for exposing sexual
harassment by superiors, IAS officer Nalini Netto who fought
against Congress Minister Neelalohidadasan Nadar, IAS officer
Anjali Mishra who hauled Super Cop KPS Gill upto Apex court
were unable to get justice from this rotten mainstream. As various
sections of the people resist the disastrous effects of the anti-
people policies of the government, the police are being
increasingly armed and given unlimited powers to deal with the
people and suppress their protests and resistance. Ordinary
women are at the receiving end of the corrupt, patriarchal police
force. College girls from Aligarh, Meerut and other towns faced
the full fury of the feudal patriarchal arrogance of Uttar Pradesh
police’s Operation Majnu carried out under media glare. The
manner in which young lovers, esp girls were beaten and

humiliated in full view of professional photographers and TV
cameras was shocking and broke all norms of professional conduct
by the police. Skeletons dugout after 22 years reveal how the
Andhra Pradesh police succeeded in convicting the husband (now
Editor, People s March) to life imprisonment in Hydrabad jail by
filming the raping of his wife in illegal custody and with that
further blackmailing her to perform porn scenes using high
resolution video camera forcing her to tender false evidence (false
motive supporting the prosecution version) so that her voices are
maimed for ever and she won’t turn hostile during trial. An
extremely corrupted, immoral and an organized criminal police force
in collusion with criminalized politicians are completely involved
in such heinous activities of the State acts illegally to teach morality
to the young.

The molestation and rape of eight Bodo college girls in
Assam by recruits of Haryana’s India Reserve Battalion on
December 24" is another prominent incident that proves this
patriarchal arrogance of the police. They were molested after they
climbed into a train compartment occupied by these army men on
their way to college. Only active protests by their fellow students
forced the authorities to take action. Three students died in the
firing resorted to by the police to suppress their protest. The
matter did not end here. A few days later, at the inquiry before the
SP of Bongaigaon, these girls and representatives of organizations
who came to assist them were treated as culprits rather than victims
forcing them to protest once again.

Even in major metropolises like Mumbai and Delhi
incidents of women being harassed and sexually assaulted by the
police are increasing. The rape of a young college girl near the
beachfront in Mumbai in broad daylight by a drunken policeman,
the rape of a 15 year old rag picker by a patrolling policeman near
the international airport in the same city, the murder of lovers and
wives by police officers show that the so called protectors of the
law are themselves the biggest violators of women’s rights and
their dignity. Women face threats from the men in uniform. These
are some incidents, which have gained publicity, but there are
many more, which are taking place, but go unreported. As the
imperialist sponsored sex industry expands its tentacles in India
and a culture abusive of women’s dignity and self, that promotes
the exposure and utilization of her body grows women are being
increasingly trapped into the sex industry. There they face not
only abuse by men but also the insult and abuse by the so called
guardians of morality, the police, while the main people earning
crores from this business move around as respectable members
of society. Workingwomen are facing violence at the work front
due to the profit only attitude of companies. BPO employee
Pratibha’s rape and murder reveals the situation facing
workingwomen. Ordinary women too are suffering the impact of
this culture; the increase in numbers of molestation and rape is a
pointer to this. Delhi alone reported 600 cases of rape in 2005!

The police, the judiciary and the Government — the State
— are also oppressors of women. Notwithstanding its claims to
stand for equality for women in formal declarations and laws, the
Indian State is an oppressor of women and an opponent of their
real struggle for liberation. These incidents expose its anti-woman,
patriarchal character. It is therefore inevitable that all other forms
of violence against women — in the womb, in the home, in marriage,
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Demand the unconditional

Release of Maoist Politburo Member Com.

Sanyal

On Dec 28" 2005 at about 3p Com Narayan Sanyal
(popularly known a com Vijay and Prasad) was arrested in Raipur.
From 29" itself civil liberty organizations have been demanding
he be produced in court. On Dec 31* Surendra Mohan of the
Socialist Front and Gautam Navlakha of the PUDR sent an open
letter to the Central Home Minister appealing that com.Prasad
be produced in court. On Jan 2™ the news service UNI reported
statements of the Chattisgarh state secretary of the CPI (Maoist)
and of the CC. The secretary stated that com Prasad had
disappeared from 28" afternoon itself. The CC statement said
“The Party has been facing one after another ruthless
suppression campaign unleashed by both the central and state
governments irrespective of their colors. They have deployed
the armed forces and thousands of party members, including
leaders, the best sons and daughters of the country, were
arrested, brutally tortured and killed, in order to wipe out the
Party. But these brutal attempts have backfired and the party
has developed from strength to strength. This time too the state
machinery cannot arrest the onward march of the protracted
people’s war.. a war to wipe out all sorts of inhuman
exploitation.” The Statement went on to demand the release of
com. Sanyal and all other political prisoners immediately.

Finally it was only after a habeas corpus petition was
filed on Jan 2™ that he was produced in an AP district court on
4™ evening. The police falsely announced that he was arrested
on 4" itself at Bhadrachalam. They falsely claimed that he had

been arrested with weapons and have foisted a host of false cases
on him regarding actions in AP, including the attack on the CM.

It is clear that the AP police whisked him away from Raipur
with the connivance of the local and central authorities. Now he
continues to be in the hands of the notorious AP police.

Com Prasad is a veteran communist leader aged 67.

Giving up his bank job he has since1964 been immersed full time
in the revolutionary movement. From the start he took up cudgels
against the modern revisionists. And with the outbreak of Naxalbari
he firmly supported CM’s revolutionary line. Being one of the
original members of the CPI (ML) he began work in Bihar. Later, he
firmly fought against the liquidationist line of SNS and
subsequently became the secretary of the Bihar state committee
of'the CPI (ML). But he was soon arrested in 1972.

He faced brutal torture in police custody, but stayed firm
and inspired others to also do so. In jail too he had to withstand
the attack of the jail authorities. In end 1977 he was released from
jail and became one of the organizers of the CPI (ML)(PU) formed
in 1978. From 1987 to 1998 he was its general secretary. After the
merger with the PW he was a politburo member of the new
formation, which he continued to be after the formation of the CPI
(Maoist) with the merger with the MCCI..

The CC of the CPI (Maoist) and many democrats has
called for freeing him immediately from the clutches of the AP
police and for his unconditional release.

On March 8, as we pledge to take the

in the caste, on the streets, at the
workplace are increasing. The Indian
State, the upholder and protector of this
feudal, imperialist patriarchal social order,
is sanctioning and itself perpetrating
violence against women.

struggle for the full emancipation of women
it is clear that only by overthrowing this
exploitative and unjust socio-economic
system and the State that defends it, only
by a revolutionary transformation can
success be achieved. Destroying the
power of the feudal lords, imperialists and
comprador bourgeoisie who gain from
patriarchy, and the State that upholds it,
can clear the path for women’s complete
liberation. Women in the fields and forests
of the country are increasingly realizing
this and are joining the revolutionary
struggle to make their dream come true.
They are overcoming obstacles to join the
struggle, facing tremendous odds and
difficulties to continue the struggle. Many
have been martyred in the struggle. We
call upon all women in India not to commit
suicide on facing miseries and torture and
gain strength and courage as history
proves an illiterate dalit Phoolan Devi was
right to take guns to resist the oppressors
and take to the path of revolution to fight

back the state attacks on women and for
the total emancipation of women,
overthrowing the entire system that
oppresses them.
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From 1 April 2004, a new type of state
repression began to take place. At first, it
began as a religious fanatical militant
repression, under the security coverage
ofthe Police, RAB', and BDR. The terror
was perpetrated by the fanatical group
named JMB?, which is the changed name
of the previously banned organization,
Jama-atul Mujahedin, Bangladesh (JMB).
After the end of this (Islamic) repression,
the RAB carried it on.

What did JMB & RAB do?

They abducted people, tortured them
in various medieval ways, handicapped
them, and killed them. They tortured
around 2,000 people, among them, more
than 500 people became handicapped,
and more than 50 people were killed.
Among the dead, more than 25 are the
cadres of the CPEB(ML) Red Flag.

After 5 to 6 months, from September
2004, the Govt. ordered the already
deployed RAB to start their terror. All of
the ongoing activities are taking place to
eliminate the anti-imperialist, anti feudal
(patriotic-democratic) revolutionary
forces. The RAB is formed and especially
trained by a demoralized army, the BDR,
under direct supervision of the US FBI.
Though they have been especially
trained to grab the armed communist
revolutionaries, yet in the beginning, the
RAB first started to grab the most wanted
criminals. The ruling class parties (AL,
BNB, and JP etc) had previously backed
those criminals. The RAB simply arrested
them, tortured them until death, or killed
them by firing bullets at them from point-
blank range. In each case, they declared
in the media that: During interrogation
the criminals, who disclosed the source
of some illegal arms were killed in the
cross-fire, after they started searching for
the arms. They claimed that on the way,
his fellow criminals opened fire upon the
RAB, and for self-defense purposes, they
replied the firing in which the criminal was
shot dead. Some arms and ammunition
were found abandoned near by the dead
body. This is the common story put out
in every case of the more than 500 ‘cross
fire’ killings within less than one year. The
only differences in the stories are name,
place, and amount & type of abandoned

Extracts of a report sent from Bangladesh by the CPEB (ML) Red Flag

weapons ‘seized’, which are usually out of
order. For 5 to 6 months, they killed only
the criminals, all of whom were hated by
the people. Due to the killings the image of
the RAB increased enormously, most
people were pleased with these actions, and
the RAB became heroes. The FBI & RAW
expected this, when they had plotted this
plan.

After gaining this prestige, they started
to grab most of the patriotic-democratic
revolutionary political cadres of various
parties. From the onset of the killing of
political cadre, a few intellectuals started
to express their opinion against this in the
media. Seeing this some fake anti-imperialist
intellectuals also started to express their
opinion against this ‘cross fire’, but their
opinions differ from that of the real anti-
imperialists. They are not against the killing
of revolutionaries, but they want the killing
should happen after a farcical judgment.
The Cause behind it:

Due to the rise of China in the capital
market, the US Imperialists face a new
threat. Because of this threat, the US
Imperialists wants to place a military base
in South Asia. Cent Martin Island of
Bangladesh is strategically and geo-
politically important for this purpose. Not
to antagonise India in fulfilling this
purpose, the CIA & FBI ploted a plan with
RAW. They placed three points of interest:
1) Release of Cent Martin Island for a US
Military Base; 2) Selling of natural gas to
India; 3) Establishment of a Free Port in
Bangladesh and allowing a transit route
from the mainland of India to the north-
east of India, through Bangladesh.

These three points of interest were
previously placed in front of the Awami
League Govt. However, they were dilly-
dallying to pass this proposal and shifted
itto the BNP Govt. The BNP Govt. also has
been playing the same game.

On the other hand, the CIA-FBI-RAW
pact became death defying; they had carried
out the 21 August Grenade Attack, with the
help of the DGFI* & AI* of Bangladesh.
After the attack, Harry K Tomas personally
met Hasina & Khaleda and gave them
separate messages. For Hasina, the
message was, “If she disagrees with these
three points of interest and begin to

organize any movement against it, the
next grenade will fall on her truck, not
besides that, like on 21 August.” For
Khaleda the message was, “If she
disagrees with the proposal and doesn 't
sign the agreement or continues dilly-
dallying to sign it, the story of Khaleda s
responsibility in the Grenade Attack will
be disclosed in the media with proof”.
So both of them started to capitulate to
the demands, under the pressure of the
invisible threads fastened to the fingers
of'the US Imperialists.

Within a month all, the agreements
were signed: 1) The Bangladesh Govt.
already declared to evacuate the Cent
Martin Island for a military base under
the banner of an eco-park and tourist
spot. 2) The Bangladesh Govt. signed a
20 years gas selling agreement with Ratan
Tata and a three-country gas pipeline
treaty also in the process of immediate
signing. The plot is that, natural gas of
Bangladesh will get circulated through
the pipeline. 3) A Free Port Agreement
was also signed, and transit route for the
Indians tactfully given under the name of’
a double-entry visa.

After the killing of Mofakhkharul
Islam Choudhury, the secretary of the
CPEB (ML), a significant polarization
began to take place. Most of the Anti-
Imperialist Anti-Feudal Intellectuals
began to realize the situation that the
wealth and sovereignty of our country
and state is now under serious threat.
Only the anti-imperialist, anti-feudal
revolutionary forces can organize the
masses and can lead them to an anti-
Imperialist anti-feudal revolutionary
movement. The reactionary gang-stars
fear only the organized & armed people,
but they know without the organizing
effort of the anti-Imperialist anti-feudal
revolutionary forces the masses cannot
get organized for the armed struggle. That
is why they are killing the revolutionary
forces directly, even without any farce of’
judgment.

We developed some irregular guerilla
squads. Those squads, with the help of
participation of the armed people (in a

Continued on page 24
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