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Peasants of Puniab:

From Suicides to Struggle
lty n corrosltonrlortl

[Tho loltowing reporl ts dated January 30, 2002. Since then severallur-
'ther 

developments have taken place. Nevertheless the reporl rentains

relevant.J

Punjab peasants alc oll 3 cotlrse of strtrg-e;le against the tragedy of
peasant suicides resulting froltt tlre debt-trap irr rvltich thcy are catrglrt'

Mitlroo Sirrgh, of village Sarrdoha, Nlotrr block. district Batlrinda, took

a loan of Rs 80,000 for.rr years ago frorrt a cottrrtrissiorr agcttt (trsttrer),

one Asfiok Kurlar of Mor.rr N4aldi (a sllrall torvtt). After two years, tlte

conrnrission agent conlpelled tlre peasant to take a baltk loan for pur-

chasing a ttcw tractor atrd tltelt to scll it irtrnlediately at a loss of Rs

50,000. The whole of tlre anrourrt (of about Rs I .83.000) received by the

peasant frorrr this distress-sale w'as still said to bc perrdirrg Tlte rtext year

ih"p*r.r,t lrad to sell a piece of his larrd. frortt wlticlt art atnoltlrt of Rs

40,000 tvas paid to thc tnottcy-lertclcr. \'ct thc dctrt rvns trot clcarcd. Lnst

tlre contutissiolr agent snatched Rs I 5,000 sayrrg tlrat tlris was the arllotrrrt

pard as a bribc to tlrc bank oftlccr lor thc snrtctiort of tlro loan. nrrothcr lls

15.000 was pocketed b)' llilll orl tlte excrlse of tlre "experrse of paPer-

rvork". Tlrt: rctrrnitrirrg, R:l ('(),()(X) r'vns ':rrljrr':lt'rl' ;tp,;tittst rlclr( ltrtt'lrs rlrrt'

frortr tltc pcasattt to t,c tlsr.rlcr'. So tlrc pcllsallt did rrot actLlally get ir

sirrglc nrpcc front the brnk lontr R:rtllcr, llc'uvns told tlrnt arrenrs of Rs

1,25;000 still stobd agffirst his irdnre. r /*'f+r''* -::' ,'#\

t7

ht the rn gcr sertt a tJrreateriiig renrinder do the
peasarrt. Tir 0l)MitlrooSingheniedhiitragiclife
story by col

Tlren, orr June 8. about r,000 pcasarrts gatrrerod ai trrc condorence
cerenrorly, rvlrere fiey resolved to launch a rni.litant strugile t<i get their
derrrands fulfilled. They derrranded. apart frorrr registration of a Iriminal
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statiorr, irr spitc of thc thrcats atld provocativc acts of corllrrtisstoll agcrlts

arrd the tlrreats issr.red by the police, rvlto rvcre|eavily deploycd thcrc to

clreck the dlrama. (For a dctailed report of tlrese actions, see Cot,troclc,

Nos l7-18, p.90)

Fnvournble and ultfnvourabte fictors
After a successful t]lass action of a olre-day dlranra (Jurle 18, 200 l),

the leadership of the stnrggle analysed the ob.Jectrve and subjective sittr-

ation, sorted out tlre favotrrable alld Llllfavotlrable factors for the strLrggle

arrd dccrdcd aborrt thc directiorl of tllc strtrggle

Tlre call gven by the strtrlg,Jc-leadersltip for a rlrilitarrt stnr-qLqjc was

getting a1 encouraging respoltse frortl a collsiderable sectioll of the peas-

I',.,t.y of tlris area (Mc'ur block) of Bat[irrda distriA, Tlre leadershrp of

BKU (Ekta) had the experience, capacity, confidence and prestige re'

a class issue.

As assenrbly elections were rlot far off, the rulilrg Akali Dali pre'

ftrred not to use tOo harslt repressive llleasures against tlle peasants,

vtho constituted their nuin electoral sr-rpporl base'

All these were favourable factors for transfornring the actrte anxiety

of poosants rolrrrdirlg tlroir dobt pr.oblcttl, nrtd tlroir ltntrocl o[ ntld lngo

agairrst the usuiers rna tt'," adnrinistration, into a nrilitant and successful

rt--gglu. Brrt thero werc also sotrrc rlnfavotrrable factors prcscrtt irt thc

srtuation.

rrecded to pass through relatively less rnilitant. tlrough assertive, fornrs of
struggie

y'ulother urrfavourable frclor rvas tlre uneven balance of forces be.
trveen BKU (Eha) and tlre organised corrrnrission agents and busi-
nessnren, orr the offerrsive This was irr response to tlre surging nrilitant
peasant nloverlrent, with a revolLrtionary direction, under the leadership
of a correct trend within the leadership of BKU (Ekta). The leaders of
the cornrrission agents were rssr.ulrg press statenrents whiclr were tltreat-
enirrg. derogatory and insLrltirrqro the BKU (Eka) leadership T,re/ even
attacked sorne BKU (Ekta) volunteers and tried to flare up physical
claslres betrveen peasants and conrnrission agents and their supporters
at I\4our lvlarrdi during the Jurre l8 dhanra

Tlre cornrrrissiorr agents saw their rrsurious exproitation of the peas-
ants thre.rterred by the upsurge of tlris peasant nrovenrent. The nrajor
portion of their capital irrvested in usury would be lost if tlris peasant
nlovenrerlt were to gain nrornentunr instead of being crushed by police
repression. Even in a very srrrall nrandi (a pennanant rnarket for agricql-
tural conrnrodities) the sunl total of usurious capital of tlre conrnrissiorr
ngotlts rtrrrs irrto tens of crores of rupees.

With such nroney power they are easily cipable of bulngthe support
of bureaucrats, thepolice, arrd ruling class politicians. The Deputy Coln-
nrissioner (the title ofthe head of a district adnrinistration in punjab) of
Bathinda is one of the rnost corrupt officers in the adnrinistration, with a
personal relation with the cornrnission agent Aslrok Kunrar.

These comntission agerts are heavyweights in ruling class parlia-
nrerrtary politics, due to their nroney power and due to their hold on Hindu
urban voters. Their political say is conrparatively nruch rnore in the presert

,state gpvemruent because BJP, n ruling pnrtrrer of Aknli Dot (B) vitnlly-
depends orr corrurission age.ts 

- businessnrerr and urban Hjndu votes
under their influence.

lrr vicw of thc rrcarirrg asscrrrbly electiorrs, tlre BJp aM Congress (l)
leaders of beopar nmnrlals (organisatiorrs of conrnrission agents and
tradcrs) wbrr: contcndirrg rvitlr orrr: anotlrcr to projoct tlrorrrsslvcs as tlrc
only genuine defenders of the conrnrission agents' interests and oppo-
narts of the peasarrt nlo!,cnt(xtt

Thc rrrlirr-q Aknli D:rl (Rrrrhl) rvus irr a fix lt hacl a lrard choice to
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lulsko. 01 tlro opo trand wcro tlrc rtcgntivc trlcctornl ir11:lic:rtiorrs of tttl-

leashirrg police repression ol1 tlre orrgoirrg peasant n)overllent. oD thc

other, tte BJP feared losing its base antong traders, cottrttrission agetlts,

and thosc urban Hindu votcrs undcr tlrcir irtflttcrtcc if thc pcasallt stnrgglc

were alto,ved to proceed rurclrecked ,Therefore the BJP leaders were

,r.cssuris;irg tlrcirLig brothcrs. tlrc Akalr Icadcrslrip, to rtip irr thc btrtl tlrc
l,"vil" ui tlre peasant rlrovenrent If tlrc Akali leadership rcfttscd to takc

c;rrc of tlrc BJP's irrtcrcsts l() on(' cx(cnl ()l tlrc ollrcl . llrt: ci-;tcks irr tltc

rrrlirrg alliartcc rvould rviderl

as possiblc tlro llursurrt-frir.rrtllt, irrrngo ol'tlro r\ltnli Iondl,rrr nrrd upsct
their electoral calctrlations. Tlris irrdeed was tlre raw neryc of the Akhli
leaders.

As tncntiorrcd carlicr, tlro nrotivc force belrirrd tltc active panicipation
of the nrajority of peasants in this struggle rvas rrot orrly tlreir sy,rnpathy
with tlre bcrcaved fan,ily, brrt also tlreir po',verftrl trrgc togct tlrcrrrselves
released frorrr the dcbt-trap So it was decided by the leadership of tlre
strtrug,lc llrat tlris rrrv,c sltorrlrl lrt. llarrslatcrl inlo:;ornc corrcrc,to dcrrrands
corrcerrtirrg tlte dcbt problcrrrs of pcasants And thcse derrrands should
lrc atlrlc<l lo tlrc clr;rrtcr ol'rlt.rr:rrrrir; of tlrc ()rtl.r.olnq strrrgglc Thcsc rrcrvly
addcd dcrrarrcls ltclLrded a sIop to the arrests of defaulter peasants; a

batr ott cortfiscatiorr and arrctrort of land and agricrrltural inrplerrrelrts of
dcfatrltcrs, a drastic rccltrctiorr rn tlrc interest ratcs of debt, especially of
rrstrriotrs dcbt of dcfarrltcr pcasants. rerrrissiorr of all the arrears of irrter-
cst wlrich tlrc peasarrts owc to tlrc banks arrd privete usurers; Iegally
reqr.riring thc corlrrrission agents to issr.re accor.rllt books to tJre debtor
pcasants on thc pattcnr of lrnrrks, so that pcasarrts can clrcck thcir ac-
cor,nlts arrcl dctcct lratrdulcrrt calcrrlatiorrs by the cortrnrissiorr agents.

Attcur;lt to scttle tlre issrre tlrrough negotintion
\Mrile trying to carry orr tlre struggle as long as possible, tlre struggle

leadership was always prepared to settlc the issues through negotiations.
Accordingly they resporrded positively wlreu the conlntissior't agent Ashok
Kunrar expressed his desrre to negotiate. The leadersltip took tlre stand
that the victirrrised peasant Itad alreadv paid lnore tlrarr thetotal anrount
of the debt (principal pltrs irrterest) He rvas dLrped through false ac-
coru'lting arrd trapped in fraudulerrt barrk loarrs by the conrnrission agerrt.
Tlrerefore the peasant leaders derrrauded frorn tlre delegation of conlnis'-
sion agents that they allow thenr to clreck the account books of Ashok
Kuruar, a dernand Ashok Kurrrar and lris supporters flatly rejected. under,
tlro plea tlrat tlroso nccourrt-books contnincd nlnny othor occountt. Th6
tnrtlr was that there were nralry nrore skeletons irr Aslrok Kunrar's cup-
board, wlrich he feared would corrrs tunrbling, out, Tlre peasoutloadom
tlrerr denrarrdcd that the cornnrission agcnts give therrr plrotocopies ofjust
tlrose pages rvhich contained the accounts of I\,titlroo Singlr. Ashok Kunrar
arrd his supporters rejeaed even tlris denrand, arrd so rrcgotiatiorrs broke

( urrrsc tlf :tctiolr

by rvinning over coulparativcl5 lracl<rvard scctiotrs of pcasallts arrd by

t.r"tping irrt-terurediate sectiotts to advattcc (irr class cotrscioustrcss atrd

tlre electoral irltPlicatiorls.
Irrviewoftheforthcorrrirrgasserrtblyelections,thestrug.ele.leader.

shp decided to trroutrt an effrctive exposure carupaiEr to ;hatter as tuuclr
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down on this point.
'llris round of talks confirnred tlre culpabrlity of tlre corttruissiotr agent

Ashok Kunrar in Mithoo Singh's suicide, and justified the dentand that a

crinrinal case be rqgistered against the agent.

Advancing the struggle
After a one-ciay dlrama orr June l8 before the Molrr Mandi police

statiorr, a call was given to bunr effigjes of Ptrnjab clrief rnirrister Parkaslt

Singh Badal and prinre nrinister Vajpayee before the sanre police station,
as a preparatory step for arr indefilrite dlrarra Followirrg arr cffcctivc
propagarrda arrd agitatiorr carrrpaigrr, aborrt 1200- ll00 pcasants (inclrrd-

ing wontert) gthered in the evenirrg of Jrrlv 4, at a nrairr road, abor.rt two
kilornetrcs away frorn Mour Marrdi A large trurttbcr of policc wcrc dc''
ploycd to chcck tlrc rrrnrclr of tlrc pcas:rrtts :tttrl c:nrirrrc tlrat tlrcy tlid rrot

entcr Motrr Marrdi . Apart frorrr this. thc district autlrorities had obtairrcd
court orders barrrrirrg tlte errtrv irrto I\4orrr N'tandi of all irnportarrt BKU
(Ekta) leaders.

Policc ol-llct'rs \vcrc;rrl:rrrr:rrrl llr:rl llrt'l)('ilslnls rvoultl rtnlr lrt';tl-
Iorvt'Ll lo [rrrrrr cl-ltgics ll llrt';rl,tt't'ol'llrt'r'-;tlltcrrtr',:ttttl llr;tt tlrer lt:ttl ltr
rlisl>u,sc ltrtrl tctrrrtr to tltr'rr ,,'rll:rqes ,'\l (lrrs I)()rll l\\() c()rrlr:lstrrt.!', \'te\\'s

crrrcrqccl witlrirr tlrc lcadcrslrrp of-lltc slrrrr4-u,lc ulrottl rvlut( rvas to [rc'rlortc.

ic, whctlrer tlre peasants slrorrld asscrl tltei r l'rtJrt to asserttblc pc.lco-

ftrlly bcforc the police statiort arrd brrr-rt clfigrcs tlrcrc, cottft otttirrq tlrc
police tlrreats boldly, or slrould srlncrldcr tltcrir dcrttocratic riglrt arrd obo.v

tlre police diaate to b,rnr the cftigies at tlre gatlrcrirrg spot atrd retunr to
tlreir villages. The pcasartts \vcrc polled orr tltc spot to clinclr the isstre.

Tlre ovenvlrelrrring rnajor;11, crprcsscd tltcrttsclvcs irt favotrr of dcfyirrg
tlre corrrt orders arrd policc tltrcrts

Ncaotiations witlr tlte police officcls alld discr,tssiotts atttoltg tltc pcas-

ants and the leadcrship took tttLtclt tintc Bt'tltc tirrrc thc dccisiorr was

tnkcn it rvas alreadl, Q p rn atrd tlrc rnnirr road (lirrkirtg Batlrirrda artd

l\lnrtsa district ltc:rclqttrrlcr s ) lrrcl bccrr blockcd for fi vc ltottrs Tlrc trta-

.jority lcadcr sltrp rcprcscntr)q tltc corrcct 
"'ierr 

clcctdccl trcitllcl itt llvotrr
ol a, plrysical clash witlr tlte policc to asscrl tlle peasallts' dctttocrattc

rigJrt of free assernbl)' (tltat decistort rvotrld lrave beett ittapproprlate to

thc lcvcl of tactical preparcdrtcss of tlrc nra.ioritv of pcasallts particrllatirr.:r,

in tlre stnrggle) nor in favour of retunringto their villages quiAly, coltrply-
irrg rvith the authoritarian orders of the district adrninistration (that would
also have beer inappropriate given the assertive nlood and will of the
gathering). The leadership decided and declared that peasants would not
retum witlrout buming ffig,et in front of Mour Mandi police station, tlrat
they would start their indefinite dhama on that spot (of course, blocking
the nrain road) till they were allowed to enter Mour Mandi and to bum
tlre effigies there. Peasarrts greeted tlre annourrcenrerrt of this decision
with joy.

Tlre officer in chaigc of the police station rvas on a hot line contact
rvitlr tlrr: district adruirristration. He was contitruously sending lnfonrration
about the nroven,erlts and decisiorrs of the pansants and receiving irr-
struclions fronr lriglrcr ups. Hc. alorrg witlr his forcos, wore standing ot a
distarrce to block tlre orrrvard rrrarclr of the gatlrering: After the distria
president of the BKU (Ekta) arrnorrnced tlre decision of tho peasants to
sit in indefinite dhanra on tlre road, the police officer called for the presi-
derrt to hold talks witlr lrirn. Thegatherirrg re.leaed his sunrrnon and as-
scrtctl llr:rl tltc prcsrtlt'r rt r,lrotrlri not .'qo n(':!r tlrc polrcc ofTiccrs arrd slrorrlrl
not risk ;trrcst ( lrr tlrt' Icr lrlk(' stnl-qr,-lc, llrc prcsrrlcrrt ltad bccn arrLtstc(l
:rllcr c:rl I rrrg lirr rrcqot r:rl r()r rs [)\, llrc clrsl r rcl :rrrtlror rtrcs. 'I'lrc pcrsat]ts llr(l
ttor tbrq.ot(crr tlr:rt crpc'rrt'r rcc. ulrd tlrcy rvt:rc corrtldcrrt tltat tlte polrcc
u,ould not dare to an'cst tllei r leaders frorn withirr tlreir "security cor-
don" Tlrc prcsidcrrt nrrrrorrrrccd frorrr tlrc lorrdspcnkcr tlrat tlrc police of-
ficer could corlle to tlrenr, iilre liked, for negotiatious, rather than his
going to tlre police officer Accepting this offer, tlre police officer along
witlr a group oi'policerlur began to nlove towards the district president.
Tlten tlre prcsiderrt arrrrornrced tlrat the gror,rp of policerrrar should not
conre rlear hirrr, and tl:at tlre polic:: officer nray conle all alone, tlrat he
shorrld not \vorry aborrt lris sccurity, for wlrich the leadership would be

responsible The police ottrcer ordered lris secr.rrity nten to pull back, arrd

lre u,ent alorre to nrcct tlrc prcsiderrt After negotiations, the presidcnt
nnrrorrrccd tlrrt tlrc district etrtlroritics lrad docidcd rrot to chcck the pcas-
arrts' rrrarclr to Nlorrr Nl:rrrcli Tlrc gatlrcr-irrg cntcrcd thc towrr roarirrg
slogarrs, to the disnrav ol the conrlrission a.gents, The townspeople
rvatclred cunously fronr ther r rooftops this nrilitant rrrarch of peasarrts at

tlrc dead of rrig,lrt Tlris srrccessfrrl stnrggle-action gave a new fillip to tlre
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nroraleandconfidenceofthepeasallts'rvhichwerespcctacularll'cvt-
dent wlren tlrey were victoriortsly btrnrirrg effigles befor' the police sta-

tlrertt.

Ilcsist:rrrcc to ttrc llrc-crtr;t(ivc prllicc :tttrrck

lu orclcr to pro""tf itf* Lt'fv l6th stl'rrggle-actiorl' thc policc raidcd

nboLttadozcrlvillagcsalldarreste(labortttriroclozetltttriotrleadersarrd
acrivists orr tlre rrigltt nilt'it r5th The district aLrtlrorities:":t:]*"jJl:
acIIVrsts ur I Lllc rrr5rr'L \ ' 

nests tllewhole plarr of arl
rllttsiorl thrt with thesc llte-crrrlltlvc raids arld a

rnclcfirtite clllanra bctbre tllc llolrce statioll rvotrld cottte to Itor'rght But

tlrisattackorltltepeasatltIc:adetsarrdactir,istsprovecicor'rrtter-produc-
tion, deflating tlre tlrreats of the cortlrllissiorl agcrtts arld the polrce

That actiotl was a palt of a tttore ittrpoltrrrt and stepped-up struggJe

action - an irrdefinite dltanra before tlre sattte police station -_ which

wastobcstaficdonJtrlyl(r'2001r\cotlccltcdarrdrvcll-orgarriscd
cxposure and agttatiortal preparatorv calllPalgtl was cotrclttctod Trairrcd

o,r'a *"f f _pr"palcd Bl(U (Eira) lcaclcrs corrdrrctcd rrrcctirrgs of actrvc

urrioli'nre,rbers, irrcluding wonten activists. 'lltert thev orgarrised village

level rallics and derrronstratiorrs arrdjogo-processiotls. (lrl Ptrnjabi, "iogo"

,teat.ls 
..arvakel,,. During ,r,.rri^g" ."Lbrlatiorrs. at night a gl'ol'rp of sirrg-

irrgrvorrrerr nrovethrorrg)ithe strels oftlre villagecallingor.rttlrcirfriends.

Orrc of tlrc rvotrren an,i'"' a rttctal llitclrcr dccoratcd witll fixcd catllrctl

lr,l.ps. As they sirrg thejogo song, they.exhoil variotts pcople to got' up'

Now this traditional f;tIs r'rsed-to ''of 
ili'" the people )

ln this nrobilisation canrpaiEr peasant leaders esplairred arld projeaed

tlre jrrstificatiort of tlre d"'t'a'.,di of this stnrgqlc' Tley prolected tlte seri-

ousllessofthecttrrerrtciebtproblerrt;rrtditslinktothesedetnatrds.Tltey
ertrpl....-l;-Jtlrcilrtpo.tttrtceofaprotracteclatlddeterrtlir-redstrrrg€Je.Tliey
tricd to rttake tlrc p.","'tt' scc llrospects of victory in tlre stn'r5de by

analysing tlre currerrt ,i,|,,o,io,,. 1'lroy also brcluglrt i|tto foctrs tlrc poirrt

trrat, but for trre nctiu" a,rJ ,"assive jarticipation of peasa'rts i' all ki.ds

;i;i.;gd" activities artd otlrcr rcsponsibilitres' rrot ortly wor'rld ProsPccts \\
ofvictorybodestroyedbr'rttlrisll.lovelr.lelltitselfcor'rldbctunredback.
During this .oo]p"igl,ih; f*"nt lenders kept in nrind tlrat for'tlre ttraxi-

*.,,r, i"ttffrfe ,noUltisation, it was l'recessary to locatc and address tlte

feeli,gs, questiorrs, a"rir"', L,.,q appre'crrsioris aborrt tlre stnrggle and its

leadcrslrip rvlrictr nriglril;;r;r",,ias arr.undercurrent irr tlre ntirtds of tlre

pcasants, 11rcy kept in rnind tlrat irr ordcr to generate'lld]]l:r,i.11::1l"''"

;;;;;r;, close and deep co.cern wirh tlre srrrrgglc, evcry iurportatrt

developnrerrt' .on'ia"Lilii't' i"''." and problenr of tlre strrrqcJe sltotrld be

slrarcdrvitlrt]rep"n,on.,.inthe.idiorrlandlalrgrragecotltprehettsiblcto

tive for tlle atrtliontres

Tho rlriclirrg llolicc 1:rrtres lrad to fncc ntr activc resistallce lll llrany

,illagcs trr .t"iir'r',ke viltago the police hacl to latlri-chargc tlle pcasatlts'

rrtclttdiltg rvotrr 
'rrg tlrc arrcsts of their l*d:It-l^l: n"

irritial burst of Peasalrts Presetlt on tlre occaslon re-

lltrlscdtlrcattathepolicerrrerrintoreversegear.Btrt
bctbrc a large s coirld rttslr to tlre scene' the police

party qtricklv picked rrp the trrllor

villa-gc. Kotra, tlre raidirrg polrcc

.,t.iict",l for five ltottrs bv tlre vi

Tlrcv sttrflccl lris rttotrtlt so that hc

pcasa,',ts lllay llot gatlrct tct tr:sist I

a retllote Police statloll'
Orl JtrlY 16, tlre daY of stnlllrl

barricadcs on all rlrairr roads lcracli

figlrters goirrg tlrere' Tlre previ

fridrterr the peasatlt lllasses a

,"iiler it stokcd tltc firc of irt

rvere deterltlirred Irot to retreaI frol

arid lrtrrrdrcds of tlrcrli werc stopp

N4our Marrdi arrd furtlrer to Ntartsa
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(tho distria hendqunrtcrs) This is lut irrrportnrrt rourl lirrl<irrg I)rryrrb ulrl
Haryana. Thcrr itwas decidcd tlrat all pcasants sittirrgirr dlranras at vari-
orrs places slrotrld rcaclr Maiscr Khana to corrsolidate tlreir forcos A
large contingent of peasarrt fighters started to pLril back fronr the police
barricades, feigning tirat they were retunrirrg to tlreir viilages. lrr faa
they were dodging arrest a'd r,akirrg their rvay to rVraiser Khana. Tlrey
did so over tlre course of two days, travelling tlrrougrr nrarry villages arrd
carrying out propaganda and agitatiorr there.

llrrlcfirrite rllrlrn:r 
- a schoolirrg, ngitttiorr:rl rurtl stnrggtc c:rrrr;r

Now arr irrdednite dhanra was starled orr thc rrrarrr road to N4aiser
Klrarra, instead of Mour N4arrdr. At least 1,500 pcasarrts pitchecl their
terlts on the road. arrd this btrsy road rvas fullv,blockcd, Trris rrrassivc
dlrnnrn wnr orrcirclocl by n lurgo rrrrrrrbor .l polieo lirrcor 't'lrrr rtr rr.r4rro
canrp was also converted into a big political schoolirrg arrd agrtatiorral
centre through alrnost corrtirrtrous stag,c prograrrrnrcs arrd grotrl.r nrcetings
of pcasa.ts, Many propaganda arrd agitation tearrs wcre sent rc.peat-
edly to various villages to rnobilise activc supPort arrd aid for this struqgle

As a rcsult rlcwcrgroups of pcasants 1l;rrlicrpntccl irr tlrr: tllrarrra Sorrro-
tinres tho strerrglh of the dhama reachod about 2,000. A cornruunity kitcherr
was set up at the verruo of tho dlmnra, People fiont villages nr and wido
woro rqgularly sording preFn196 rneals for this kitchen. sonretinres even
kheer (nce cooked in nrilk) and halvo were serrt orr a lrrassivo scare,
cnortgh for about 1,500-2,000 pcoplr: to cut tlrcir fill.
' Before this dhanra, the r.r,it of BKU (Ekta) in Maiser Klrana rvas a
weak one, but under the inrpaa of this dlranra arrd witlr the corrcerted
efforts of the leaderslrip of the stnrgleJe, alrnost the whole village was
geared to active participation in the stnrgcle

As the dhama got prolonged, the news of the struqgle was getting
tttore arrd rroro frorrt-pngc projcction irr tho pross, Sirrco nrr inrportnrrt
iraffic loutc was contirruously arrd seriously dislocated, and since tlre
press was giving the issue contiluous prorrrinerrce, the strugg:le bocarne
a sorious political concenl not orrly for the district adnrinistration but also
for tlre state govemnrent. Tlre stnrggle was a tlronr in tlreir flesh. They
ran tlre risk of a heavy political price botlr ways, ie, in case they did rrot
trse police repression witlr irrrpunity and la the stnr-ogle build up, as rvell

as rf tllev ct'trshcd tlrc strrr,tcilc rvith a lreavr,harrcl. Lct alorre tlrc clistricl
adrrrirristration. even irr tlre state caprtal no one rvas deerrred autltoriscd tolrrake srclr a hard crroice: trre crricf ,rirristcr \\,as o, a tour to trre USA.
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A s:rhot:rgc :rttcrrrpt
T^e rulers tried a,erv idca togct ort of this fix. Trrrougrr sorrre nrirr-istcrral arrd [rrrrearrcratic clrarrrrcls.-tlrcl succcssfirlly approached a,ryl-pre.vailcd trporr a pliablc sccrrorr of thc BKU (Ekta).s siate le.rdcrship t9ptlslt tlrrorlgh a proposal of a 'corrp.ortrisc'. 

irr arr rrrrdcrlrarrd fasltiorr, atrd
bclrirrd t'e backs of trrc acrrrar rcacre'srrip of thc strtr.Erre Ttre ,ir,,ggj"
rvas bcing lcd b1,thc. Barhirrcll rli:,rr.ict cornrrrirrcc ofEXU (Ektat Tlrcstate lcaderslrrp rvas ,ot crpcclccr nt nil ro 

^egoriato 
nry rcttrorlcrlt ofrlro str tr\rrro rvr(rrout corrsrrrtatrorr arrd appr.o'al i:l,the airtria co,rrr.,inu".

Tlre proposed 'co.rrllrorrrisc' rvas jrrit n fig-rc,af to cover n ,abo,nguof thc st'rr.q:.r.rc. ,.\ccortrirrg tr.r rrris pl,.Pos^r rrre cristrio atrtrrorities rvere
srrpposed to frrrfir rrvo corrditrorrs fbr trrc'rvitrrdrau,ar orth" stn,gsJ9, n,ra
orrc corrditron \vas ro bc Irrlilrc'cl irrrrrrc<rintc.ly nftcr tho rvitrrcl.nrili of trrc
st r trqg:Jc

Tlrc first corrditiorr was. trrat a, erquiry wourcr be ordercd by trro dis.trict ndrrrirristrntio, to fi,cr rvrrctlror,rlic corrrrrrissio,, ngoit ..rJiri"lr,rt,ra,age' are respo,siblc or rrot for cor,pellirrg tlre p*ront to conrnritstricide Tltc secottd corrcliiiorr rvns tlrnl tlro tlistrict rrrlrrrirrislr,lliorr rvotrlcl
,ccorrrrrc.d 0r) nrlo.,t ol Rs I 50 laklr as cor)lpensatiorr to tlre bereaved
farrrily of the peasant wrro corrrrrittecr srricide. to be give, by tlre stategovenr)rer1t fro,r the ftrrd rlrar lrad bee. reserved (btrt rrot disiributed to
:l'l,yor)e till drte) irr tlre prcrro.s state b.dget. for farrrilies or peasants
co.rrrrittirrg srricide trncre' btr.de, of debt. rf the readership of tir" axu(Ekta1 were to rvithdraw trrci r struggrc orr trreso corditiorrc, trro distncl
nrlIrinistr'rrriorr rvorrltl lurcirsc rrll tlrc poasarrr loaclcrs alcl activlsts arrested
dtrling this stru{qle.

Everybody k^ows trrat orderirrg orr inqtriry is a rrrost worn-out tactic
of the rrrlgrs to deflate trre just irrdigratiorra,',i .ng" of trre peopre against
a,y act of irrjustice. I'trris particrrrar case trre coriclusior.,s'of any *lrra_
be enquiry rvere arready krrowr.r, because the bias of trre district'"rrrr";-
ties irr favorrr of the corrrrrrissiorr age.t was alrcady grarirrg and known.
N{oreovcr' corrdtrctirg expecritiousry an errqrriry to errsure justice was trre
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.,,,t .g1.,lo,tal canrpaigr, ancl rvith a rrltrltiplied trtttrtbel of arottsed par-

,,'.,r.i,r. agairr a ,t,i,nil. 
""'glc-forrtt 

shotrldte idopt{ 
B^L::'I-I::1

clutv of thc adrrrirristrattott. it cotrld ttot Lrc ttrndc a corrdrtiorr for rvith-

drarval of tlrc strrr,qglc, Thc orrqoirtg stltlaqlc rvas ilt lro \vay cortrittq, irl

ilrc rr ly of suclt att cttqttirt
The rrreartrtgt of tltc sccond corrditrorr rvas that, if thc stnrg,lc rvcrc

rrot rv,rtlrdr,rrvrt, tlrc distr'ict aclrrrirristfatiort rvottld ttot cvcll rccott'ttttcttcl

tlrC cusc ,br cotttl;cttsntiort ltS tlcciclccl [:l'tlrc stlltc qovollllllcllt sttclt

conlpenSatiorr is to be givert to tlle fartrilies of all Peasarlts who colttrtlit

srricirlc trrrdcr tlte bttldcrt of dcbt Attcl cvctt if tlrc strtrglc wcr'c rvitlr-

drasn. tlre district atltltotrtics rvotrld orrlr'"lccotlltttctld". nttd rlot t.i)Sllre,

tlrc p:rt'rttcrtt ol' colttl>cttsltttltt
,,\s for tlrc third corrditiorr. all of tltc lc:rrlcrts nrtcl trttiotl rvorkcrs lt:rcl

lrccn;rrrcstccl:rrrcl bookcrl rrrr<lcr lltlsc clt;tttit's Stl llrcy rvclc (o lrc lc-

lcnscrl trrrcorrditrorrallV lt rr,;rs ort[-attd-cltlt [;llrcl<rlrailirlg lo cttfolcc tltC

rvi(lrclr:rrval oItlro strrr-qglc as a corrclitiort lbr rclcrsirrqtltc arrcstcd trrtiorl

lcndcrs nnd worl(crs,
As alrcadl, rltelttiorted, tlre sttqqested 'cortt;lrorttisc' rvas a ploy to

rvitlr<lratv tlre stnrglgle \vitllout g,cttirrg a sirrglc dcrttatrd of tlle strtr,clglc

ftrlllllcd So, nattrrally, it rvas vcllclllclltl\/ l'cjC'ctcd bv thc district cortttttit-

tcc arrcl a largc rrrajoritV of pcasatrts l)articil)atillg irr tlrc strtrgglc. lrl tllis
dcycloltrncrrt. thotrglr tlrc l'rrlcrs clicl rrot succccd rn tlrcr r cortsllirlrtorinl

nlanocuvrcs to gct tlre strtlggle witlrdrawrr rvitlrotrt ftrlfilling ally dclllnlld.

tlrcy dicl succccd irt catrsirtg a clocvagc artd slra rpcrrirrg tllc st r'rr-t4glc rvitlrirr

tllc sr:rrc colrplittee of BKU (Ekra) Tlrc pliable scctiorl of tftc statc

lcaclcr slrip, u,ho irrtcrrdcd to ncccl)t tho so-cnllocl cottlllrotttisc ortd wnl)tcd

to see tlre stnrggJe conclLtded, felt hurt arld challenged wherl tlte 'cotlt-

;trorlisc' \vas I'csoundirrgly rcicctcd [rt,tlrc lcadclsllill of the ncttral str.trq.s,lc

Irrrrl [r1, tlrc pclrsurtt liglttcrs itt llll!.rlc ('ottst'.;ttct ltll'. tltts tlc,r.l,;tttv'e tlcvcl

opntent witlrirr the state leaderslrip provcd to bc seriotts for the stlccess

of tlrc orrgoirlq stntgs,lc and tbr tlrc trrrrtY ot'nrrd irrtcgr ntiort ol thc lcadcr -

slrip, as will be reported latct ort

Alter aborrt fir,c days of tlre dharrla, tlrc clistrict corlrrtrittcc was coll-

sidcrirrg alr idea abotrt cltarrgirlg tlre forrlt of strtlg.qle As tlre atrtllorities

sccrrrr.tl :rtllrultrr[ :rrrrl rvcr(' rr()l l)rc1l:trctl tt, hrllil lltc tlctlrlttttl:; ol'llrt'
strlrgele, it was thor.rg,ht t)ecessary that tlre htrlrdreds of peasarlts particr-

l)atitlq i1 tltc rllrnlrrn slrotrld ltt:rrch ctt lllilssc to tllc villrges, nrld lrlollilist'

and arousc thc peasarttry on a bi.-!:,qer scalc Allcr a rottttd of propagarld:r

['nlcrrslrirrg l'cl)rcssloll
Orr.ltrlr'22, policc blockcd tltc rrav of abotrt 100 peasarrt volullteers

carrvitlrl lllcals oll tlactor tr'ollros for iltc ptrblrc kitclrclr''Thc police of-

tj."i i,]ll].rgc forbade tlrc peasants fl.orn taking tlre rneals to tlre dhanla,

.u,.t i',,,.rg,t,tIt'ottlctctl tl't'lrtt'go[rnul- llrrttlrclronrnlltrrvofotlotrondv

to obev lrirrt at any cost. The rJbelliotrs lllood of tltcpeasatrts provokcd

tlrc lrolir:c onlccr l-lc cllt-rr,:r lirrc ott tlrc grorrrtd ncross tlreir patlt, ;rrrd

[rr'corttirrtrcd
\Vlrcrr tlrc statc arrllrorrtrcs l'iliiccl to gct tlrci r so-callcd colllprolllrsc

rnrplctttctttc<l, tlrcy bcgarr to plav lt frntrdtrlerrt garllc Otltwardly tlrey pre-

tc,rrrlcrl trr Irc trn\rotrs firr :r ,lc-totintccl sctilctttcttt oI tllc strttSurlc' btrt irr-

rvarrllv tltcv rvcte dcsper:rtcli' rvaitirlg. for tlre Prrrljab chief rrrirrister's

t.ct,t.. fro,l tlre US to gct ir gi"c,,, sigrnl to tttrleaslt police terror to cntslt

tlrc str.rrgglc, Orr tlrc o,.,-. 1,",i.|, thc clistrict nutlroritios rcqucstcd thc l_cad-

"r, 
of ,filA^tlrirda rurit of Lok N4orclra Ptr,iab to act as rllediators for a

.n,rl1r,,.,,,,ir" trctrvc.cr] tlrc lcnclcrslrip of thc strirglele'arrd tlte distrlct at(hori-

tics Lok i\'lorclra leadcr s \vere tlrged to colltact the strtrg;cle leadership

nncl to tincl out aborrt tlrci r tctttts for att agrccrtlcllt. At tlte satttc tirlte tltc

D C ol. Bltltirrda \vi.ls sl'll)lll)olrcd to Dcllri to scc tlte clricf rttirristcr evctt

bcforc tlrc ('N'l l'cttr|rlecl to tllc statc capital' Orl Jtrly 22"Lok N'lorclra

Prrrrin[: lc:rdc|s cottl,ovccl to tlrc distt'ict atrtlroritics tltc tcrttts of Agrcc-

,',",it s",,t bv tlrc lcadefslrip oFthc strtrgglc'. Lok N'lorclra Purrjab leadcrs

rvctr: givctt to trrlclcrstartcl [rv tlrc rlistrict arrthoritics tllat tltcso tcrlllS werc

fr"i,,u.o,.rrlaclccl seriottsl)' Brrt tltc Batlrirrda DC retttnred frorrr Dellri orr

rlr.,,,,,rlrr oI lrrlr. 22 rl'rcl trr'itlr)9 11 l,l ccll srqnnl to go alread for strppress-

irrgtlrcstrl.r'{qlcl)tllrccl.rrL'ssllld\\ilss(cpl)ctlrrllliortttttc'slttttotltt)'
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dared tltetrt to tottclt tlris line. A yottrtg peasallt voltttlteer, acceptirrg his

clrallerrge, arrd prrttitlg'. his foot olr tlre lirle. declared that lris leg rrray bc

brokerr but it would rrot be pulled back Thc ar'r'ogant police officer brokc

tl:e leg of the peasarrt with a lreavy lathi blorv artd ordered a latlrr-clrargc

on tlte volulrteers. T1te peasarlt volttttteers, evetr tltotrglr ertlpty-ltalldcd,

bravely fought and ntade the police paity flee the scetre The police

retunted witlr reinforcetttel'lts. Agairl tlre peasallts resisted so deterrlrirredlV

and furiously that ttre deptrty strperirrterlderlt of police lrad to rttrt for llis

secrrrity and his Cypty (vehicle) atld t\vo sectrritv gttards becatlre the

ta rget ui tire rvrltll of tlre llcas:rrtts
Fipally, rvlterr rrrore policc forccs rcaclred tllc scctle, pcasallts took

slrelter in a nearbv village (N4orrr Clrarat Sirrgh)gtrrdrvara. rvltcre ttstrallt'

police do not enter Tlre police arrested I I people arld tlre gttrdwara u'as

sttrrotttttlccl Tltrotrg/r n lottrls;lc;rkct' tltc rvltolc lloptrlrttiorr of tlrc villagc

waS ordered ltot [o cot]le orrt of tltci r ltotrscs. re, n dc facto ctttferv rr,'as

irrrposed orr tlte village.

\Mrcn the rrervs of tlris developrlent leached tlte'"'etltte of tlte dhanra

at N4aiserklrapa, the BatIirrda dlstrict cottttttittec of BKU (Ekta) sertt

arrother volLtrtteer teatrt to N'lotrr Chrl.at SrrrgJl to gct tlrc pcasallt voltlrr-

teers freed frortt tlte gtlrdwara srlrrorlllded bV the police The llclv teal)l

reaclted tlre village, ntade contact witlr the people, rottsed therrt arrd prc-

pared tlrerrr to face tlre policc forces darirtgly Tlrc village peoplc bo\'-

cotted tlre policernen and did ttot qive tltcttt evctt a glass of rvatcr Tlrcy

helped the ttew leadirrg volttttteer tealll to secretly ellter tlle gtlrd\\/ara

coirrplex and nleet tlte peasants slttrt itt tlte gtrrdrvara. Tlte leadcr of thc

lte\v volut)teer teatn rotlsed artcl prepared tlte peasarrt volulltecrs to dar-

irrgly face ald struggle out of tlre police errcirclclllellt to reach N'laiser

Kharra. Vows rvere takett trot to fear arrY sacrifice arrd to figllt tlle policc

forces deterrnirredly Thtrs this colllbat-ready corrtirrgcrlt of pelrsarlt figlrtcr s

catpe oyt of tlre gurclrvara. stornrcd tlrrotrglt tlrc lrolicc lirrcs rird rttaclc its

\\,a),to l\,laiser Klraua at lriglr s1teed.. The policc follorved tlrerrl for tlrrcc

kilorrretrcs till tIe peasant volgt]tecrs erltercd atrotlter village (Jatn'). Tlrc

pol ice srlrrouncled tlte rvltole vrllage Btrt tlrc village peolllc actively

strppported tfte peasarrt yolgpteers arld lrelped tllettt escalle safelY frorrl

the police ertci rclel)ler)t to rcacll i\laiser Kltarla

A big clnslt
O-l ihe niglrt of July 22, the distnct ad an enler-

gr,Ji',lr"4ir,! of poli"e officers of the whol attack on

tlre dltanra. llre district Ladership of BKU d of these

irttentiotrs alld preparatiorrs of tire district also took

enrergency steps to ,"'i;;iit; erlerlry's attack The whole village of Maiser

Kharra was tlroroughly rnobilised and put into a cotlbat-ready position to

resist tlte inrpending police attack Stones and bricks were stored on

roof-tops of ntatty lrouses to resist the aggressive Police forcesrvith an

aerial attack. O,l tft"i' o'*r ir'titiative andllanning the people of the vil-

lage barricad"a tt'," or''t"' ope'tings of nrarry village streets by overtumirrg

the trolleYs of tractors

The police raided rrrarry villages' lt was expected that the venue of

trrc sit_i r wor rcr be .tt..r"a o,, rlry j,l I;: ::illlltffiiyJjfi'?,1:
, 4' a large tlrtttrber of peasants dis-

1 lere were only 500-600 peasants in

I olice forces (aboltt 500-600) attacked the

verlue. lt was atrnotlnced fronl tlrc stage that all the neafby peasants and

peasarrts of tlre village stroutd tt'slt to the ventte to repulse the attack'

SotrteotrefrorttMaiserKltarravillageanllotll.lcedfronttlrevillageloud-
speaker that everyone frottt the vilLge shor'rld ntsh to tlre vetrue of the

dlrarrta.
Tlre Plarr of the Police was tltat

not be allorved to errter the village

iu tlte lror'rses of the village So a s

block tlre two erltry poirrts of tlre

arotttrd tlre village glrrdwara to c

gtrrdrvara. A big sectiorr of tlre poli

"t P"arn,l,, Presellt at tlle vetrlte slrowered bricks and stones ol1 the

agq,ressors'orltlteotherlrarrdPeasalltsfroltrrvrtlrinthevillageranto-
war.ds tlle s,t_i,r venue They aitacked arrd 

.dispersed 
the policenren de'

plo;'edtoblockthe'-errrrypoirrts'Athirdclashtookplacenearthe
gurdrvara. Police forces depioyed there rvere thrashed by an attack fronr

ilr" roof-tops of rtearby ltottses'
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ln this claslt ntany policenten were severelv beaterr ttp and sortte of
tlrerrr were seriorrsly irrjured, Ort the other harrd polieonlerr er.rtered 22

houses of the village arrd beat, drag,ed and irtsLrlted these farrrilies, Evett

old persons, wonten and patierrts were not spared. ltr orle case they

sprayed pesticide on the wlreat stopk of the farnily to tttake it inediblc.

They broke fumitttre, refrigerators, televisiorrs, tractors alld lllany other

costly articles of ntany fartrilies A large lrtttttber of people \\rere ar-

rested, nrany of wlront were rrot participarrts in this claslr arrd were ar-

rested frorn tlteir houses or fields. Otrt of the persorls of this village who

were put belrind bars 39 were injtrred Five of therlt sttstailred brokert

anns, two broken legs, and six head injuries. 'llle total Ilurllber of injrrred

persons of allthe villages who escaped arrest was trtuch trtore. I I8 peas-

ants were setlt to jail trrrder variotls sectiotls of the Cr.PC., attd tttarty of
tlrent (irtcludirrg fotrr wotllell peasartts) lttrdet' scc 307 (ilrtentioll to colll-

llit tnurder). Arrest warratlts rvere isstted for altttost tlte erttire leader-

ship of the district and block

Thoug| the nurnber of peasartts beaten and trrjtrred irr this clash is'

ll'lore tltalt that of policerltetl beatert or ltttrt, the peasarlts were fcelirrg

rnorally victoriotts alld upbeat. lt was a rttorale-boostirrg developlllerlt for

Irundreds of peasarrts to dare collectively to resist tlre police attack arrd

figlrt a pitclred baftle.

Cnnr;laign to close ranks after tltc attack

After the big clash, the peasarrt leadership correctly grasped tlre sig-

rrificance of quick and active interventiort in tlre sittratiorr itl order to close

tlre ranks of tlre stnr.eg,lirrg sectiorrs attd to cotll'lter tlte terror cattlpaiglr

carried orr by tlre police tlrrorrgh raids, arrests and fratttittg of trttttterolts

persons.

Hectic efforts were ntade to contact victitnised fanrilies attd injtrred

persons, as well as to contact tlre activists rvho lrad gotte tttrdergroLrrld to

escape arrest and colttitttte activity. Tlris task was difficrrlt for tlre peas-

arrt ieaders wlro lrad warrallts oll tl'lelll to fulfil evell as police partics

were hourtdittg tltent. This task was evelr rrlore difficrrlt for tlrat sectiotr

of peasartt leaders wlto were rtot rvell versed ttl trtrdergrotrrtd workirlg

Activists of Lok Morcha Ptrnlab, partrctrlarlv wolllerl actrvists. rrlade a

good contribrrtiorr in tltis task Problerrls atrd rrecds of victrrrris<:d farrrilrcs

were located arrd creditably solved or fulfilled Agriculttrral work (eg

pesticiclcs or hocirrg) in thc ficlds of thosc orr wltotrt t:l"t" Yt",Yl'LTtl;
or rvho \\,ere arrestecl/trr.jured, was dolle col lectrvely with the help'of

peasants of the satrte village arld nearby villages' Special efforts were

,rade to trairr the lrurrtecl l"id"r, attd actit,ists in trrtderground workunder

repressive conditions. Arrangerrreuts were ntade to systen'latically sup-

pi, ,rif f. ancl otlter itettrs of Iaily rrse for trtore than one hundred jailed

p""r",r,r. Legal arrarrgertlerrti were lltade to figlrt the cases of-all' ar-

rested and frartled p"Lor" Of course' along with all these efforts' a

lrectic and intetrsrve.*por|',r" and ruobilisation canrpaign was conduded

to organlr" the actn,ities of protest attd resistance to thq ongoing police

rep resslon.
Tlreresultsoftlheseeffortsandarrangelr.lelltswereveryfruitful.A

big uralority of villages, farl.lilies and persotrs seriously victinlised by po-

tl.Z r.pr.r'on steaJfastly stood with the union and tlre stnr'e*Je' More

",.,.ouirg,ng 
rvas the faclthat a ttrajor section of the peasants who were

tlewtosuclrtryirrgrepressiveconditiorrsurgedtltepeasantleadershipto
step up the struggle.

Successftrl Protest rallY : '
After the clash of .ltrty Z+. tlre I adership of the stogglg was taken

over by trre state corrrrrlittee of BKU 
J:::lI I:';:';::,?'1,t"-I;'1il:
ll be rePofted later on' A call was

Motrr Mandi orr August l, to Pro-

eaceful dhama of Peasants'

al tninister (now arl M'P') and son

ofthePunjabChiefMinister'visitedtlreareaofRanrpurablock,whiclris
Pretext ofhis securitY, hundreds

lages to terrorise and Prevart the

rallY. Orr Augtrst i' about 4'000

frottt various directions but the nto-

and check posts on alI routes did rrot '

ur Mandi About 500 Peasarlt agta-

tors \vere eucirclecr i. a village (Kotra Koriarrwala) of Raurpr'rra block

for the *,lrole day by a hrrrrdred policenlert i\botrt I,000 peasants were
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detained at various places, And about 3,000 peasarrts succeeded irr reaclr-
ing about two kilonretres fronr Mour. They organised.a protest rally at
this place on the nrain road to Bathinda and jarnnred the traffic for ruany
hours. They wanted the Bathinda adnrinistratiorr frorrr tlre stage that tlre
peasant agitators errcirclcd by the police at Kotra slrould be irrrruediately
released, failing which a big coritingent of peasant fighters woLrld be serrt
to the village to break open the police siege and free the peasants. A
senior police officer present at the protest rally assured the peasant lead-
ers that the encirclenrerrt would soorr be ended Btrt after getting infor-
nration that the prorrrise giverr by the police officer was not being ful-
filled, a few hundred peasants riding trucks nrslred to tl're besieged vil-
lago, As soorl as tlrc bcsicgcd pcasants got inforrrratiorr that a rcirrforcc-
nrent had reaclred tlre village peripherylborrrrdaries to break tlre siege,
tltoy, carryirrg sticks arrd tlro liko, ruslrccl lrcacllorrg orrto tlrc polico forccs,
evet'l as the lqrders of tlre reinforcen)ents were still arguing rvirh police
ofTicers to lift the siqge. The police forces, seeing tlrerrrselves sarrdwichcd
between two sets of agitated peasants, irrrnrediately ended tlre siege..

This protest rally was a litrnus test for the nrlers to sec whctlrer omot
they wcrc succcssful irr crtrslrirrg tlrc strtr$qle witlr rcprcssiorr. Thc rc-
sponsc nrrd participetiorr of thc l)c:lsnnts rrr tlris rnllr, provcd thnt tltcy lr:rtl
rt:lir.sctl lo [rt' tt:r rorrscrl r\llcr (lrr' elrr.slr ol Jrrll, ].1, llrt' t'lut'l'nrrrrrstt.r 6l'
[)rrrr.1lrb, irr lr prcss statcntcllt tlcclalccl alog;rrrtly tlra( rro orre would bc
allowed to takethe law irrto his own ltands, arrd that those rvlro were a

larv rrnto tlrcrnselvcs worrld bc dcalt rvrtlr stcrrrly Rut jrrst n fcrv <lnys
al'[cr tlrc pr otcsl r ally, thc clrrcl- rrrrrrstr:r's soll, a dc thcto rulor of Purrlab,
said in a statcnrcnt that evcrybody has a derrrocratic nglrt to holcl rallics
and derrronstrations. The slrift between tlre two statcntents was vcrV
clc.rr llris slrift indicatcd tlr:rt tlrc rrrlcr.s'lr(rrrtrs tcst slrorvcd tlrc1, 11',,.;

far lctl
On Augrrst 14, a nrassive alrd lorrg (trvo-day) protest rnarclr was

orgzurised throughthc irnporturrrt villages of Rarrrprrla Phrrl end lr4oLrr lrlocks
of Bathinda distnA The vrllages and arcas tltar carrrc lrndcr police rc-
pressive c,rrnpaign were gven partictrlar inrportance A conv,oy of about
60 vehicles (tractor-trolleys, jeeps, trucks, ac) carryng about I 100-2OOO

slogan-shoutihg peasants toured nur)lerous vi I lages. Al nrost everywhere
this nrilitant protest rnarclr rvas greeted by the village peasants witlt sur-

prising excitenrent and happiness. They rvelcorrred the rnarclrers rvitlr
slogarrs. At nrarry places sorne of tlrenr were heard saying "Now no one

can defeat tlre peasants" "Look, tens of tlrousands of peasants lrad corne

frorrr fa r and wide to suppoft our struggle". Or the niglrt of August 14.

tlre rvlrole convoy stayed at a village (Chak Fatah Singlr Wala) and about

2.000 persons were served tea, dinner arrd breakfast (next nroririrrg).
Worrren folk of this village fully stretched thentselves to feed such a big
rrtrrrrber of persons and 70 rrrale volunteers also served in the kitchen.
Tlris was the first experirrrerrt by BKU (Eha) of carrying so large a

corrtingerrt of dernonstrators and agitators to the doors of tlre people,
Tlris actiorr wipcd out tlrc vcstigcs of terror of policc roprcssiott anlong
tlre people.

Orr Atrgrrst 22, a wr:ck after tlre nrassive protest ntarch, pcasarrts

fronr nrany districts of Purrjab organised a nrilitant ntarclr ou the roads of
tlre state capital, Charrdigarh, to protest against the police attack nrrd to
get the denrarrds of tlre strtrgqle fulfilled. Aborrt 4,000 peasants (incltrdirrg
wornor) participatcd irr tlris protest rally. Tlris gatlrerirrg, expressirrg kc'en

arrxictl, to bc libcratcd llorrr tlredcbt-trap.;r rnilitant and figlrtirrg rnood,

nrrrl rldcrrrrirratiorr. rvrs llrc hiu.qt:st cvtrr ir'r tltr";l;rtc callitll orqrrriscd ltv
lJK t i (l:l,t;r) :rlorrc

- lo ilcprct tlrc rcsrrlt:rrrt cllcel of tlrrs strrrg-s,lc. parlicrrlarly ot'tlrc ntass

resistance of tlre policc attack. orr the rtrirtds of tlre stnrggling peasants

nrr<l orr llrci r or.u,:rrrisrlior r. rl r:; rrscfrrl lo lrrrt'fl\,r<'Pttrl nn incrrlortl llr:rt lrn<l

carlrcr occrrrlcd at vrllagc N'latser Kharta, atter the polrcc attack of Jrrly
24

A pcasarrt of thrs vrllr,qo owcd a hrrge debt to a cotttttrissiorr agcrrt of
I\'lotrr N'l;rrrrli llc rr,;rs torrrpellc-rl to scll :r l)r('('('of l;rrrrl t,, tlt.,,t'r',,tc1,-

lcnclcr corrrrrrissiorr agcnt -l-lris was a sccrct clcel Publicly lte rvas thc
owrlcr of the larrd and lrc kept ctrltivating this lartd orr rent Every vear Ite

had to I)ay thc rcnt sccrctl),to tltc rrronc\,lcttdcr Ertcotrragcd bv tlris
strrrgglc tlris peasant rc1'rrsccl now to pa),rent as well to lrarrd over tlte
prcce of lanci to the conrnrrssion agent Thc corttntissiorr agart thought of
explortingthesitr-rationprevailingafterthepoliceattackorrthevrllage,in
u,hiclr village people were supposed to be terror stricken. (Corrtntissiotr

agents of Morrr lvlandr rvere overjoyed to hear the news of a severe and

rurassive altacl< on the stlLrg.glrrtg peasartts and thei r organisations. There
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\vere press repofts that thc corrrnrissror.r agents distribtrted swects nttd

frtrits anrorrg policenreu after tlre attack ) Tlre contntission ageltt canle to

tlre t,illagc at rright alorrg with a harycstcr corrbinc. trvo tractors and a

garrg of rrtrtr-rvielding lrirecl goorts Thcy bc'qrrr to Irarvcst tlrc paddy irr

thc disput,.d lticcc of land Tlrc rrcrvs,of tlrrs forcrblc act of plLrrclcr sltrcncl

irr tlrc vil,agc likcrvilclfirc Sorrrcorrcissrrcrl u call florrr tlrc lotrclspcllicr to

the vrllaqc pcoplc to irltrncdiatclv rrrsh to tlrc tlclcl arrd collt:clivcly r.estst

tlrc folciblc lcrpirtg of'tlrc p:tcltl1, 'l lre tcsportsc \vlls vcly qtriek artcl

slratp. lieasants of the villagc, carrying sticks and other traditiortal weal:-

ons, reached tlre fields irr no tirrre arrd challcnged tlre cotntrrissiort agertt

and his garrg of gunrnerr. Tlris rvas suclr an unexpected arrd bewildering

developntertt for the coltllltissiol'l agent and his party that they sporltalle-

orrsly fled the scerrc, leving bclrincl thc ltarvestcr corttbirtc, tractor-trol-
lcys, ct.c. (as u,cll as a lrirgc ntunbcr ol'bottles ol'art alcoltolic to lct tlrc
peasrnts celebrate tltci r victory!) The peasallts gave vellt to thei r rage

by strikirrg at tlre courbirre arrd tractors arrd destroying the breakable

parts. The conrurissiorr agent did not dare, for a long tiute, to retrieve ltis

conlbine and tractors, rvlriclt were left irt the paddy field. Seeing the

nlood and pgrjlredtlgss of the peasants, the police reEstered a .noll-
" -- -bailable clinrinal-case agairtst tlt itttruder conttltissiott agent'

' Thc struggle cotttittucs' but...
As nrentiorred earlier, the state courrnittee's takirrg over of tlre leader-

ship of tlro stnrgglo frortr the Batlrinda distria conrnrittcc was a ttrnring
point in ttre struegle.'l'hor,rgh this (seven artd a lralf tttorrtlr long) stnrggle

is still going oir, with tltis tunring point, however, tlre stnrggle witlrirr thc
leadership of BKU (Ekta)orrtstrippcd thc strugqleof tlrcpeasants agairrst

tlrc courrrrission agcnts and distrra adrttitristration. This dcvclopttrcrtt rrot

only dccrc,ascd thc tnot)lcr)tul)l of tlrc strtrgglc of tlrc l)casattts ag:rirrst

cllss crtcttttcs:ttttl ttltttrt'tl lltc clt:tttccs ol- tls sttcc:css, Ittrl ltlso 1lo5t'il 1

clangcr to the unity, of BKU lEkt:r) J'lris irtrrr:r-trrtion stru.+ilc, rvlrich llrs
;lcltt:tll\/ slt;tlllt'ttt'tl :;tttcc lltt'tt, l\ l)('\'t'lllrt'lt'r;:, trlrlir';tlrvt' ttl'lltt' P'r()\\'llle'

strglgtll of tftei corrcct trcnd rvrtlrrrt tlrr: lcrrtlcrslrrp ol'tlrc UKU (Ekta) It

tltus rtr'c<ls :r scl):rr:1tc lcl)ort lo tlclrl rvrllr it

State Leadership Attenpts to Foist Split on BKU

Re-organised BKU, A SteP Forward
'- bY a corrcs7Qndent

TlreBlrartiKisartUrtiort(Ekta)'rvlriclrlrasestablisheditselfastlre
lcacling Peasallt orgattisatrorr of Ptrrrjab tlrrotrglt a series of r:tilitalrt ntass

strtrqgles,lrassplit.Tllesplit.vasfol.rltalisedirrthestatecorrferetrceof
tlreBKU(Ekta)lrelclrrrJetlrLrkevillage'Bathirrdadistrict'onJuteS'
Arrotlter sectiotr of tlre BKU lEkta) lras declared it interrds to hold its

cortferettce soot.t--Asarttle.asplitirralt.lassorgattisatiorrisattttrlwelcontedevelop-

rureut, lt is a coururou experiencc tliat wlren tttass organisations-split, the

rarrks of the concenrei orgnnirntion are left dishearlqred. confused and

passive, everl if tlteir leaders are sat

io tlre corrtrary, irt tllis casc the ratt

cssatY developtnerrt for the advatt

tlre vast btrlk of the ratrks (ilrcltrdirl

irr tlre re-orgarrised body" btrt tlre rat

lcvcl of pa r1i cipati orr artd cottttttittltetlt'

\Mrntistl'"r".,o,.'fo,tlrispositivecleveloprltcrlt.]Totrrlderstandit.it
is rtcccssatl'to sttrcll'tltc crttirc pl'occss ctrlrrrirratirrgin this split (Tlris has

boctt covctccl in part irt-('tttttt'ttrlc tros' 2' c)' ll-12' l3-14' and l5-16: 17'

rs. ;rrrrr clst,rvlrcrc rn rlri,. rssrrc ) lrr thct. rt is rrot a split in tlrc trtrc-scttsc

of (lrc rvord \Vhrlc tlrc 11 lol\!, ttctltl ttr tlre IJKU (Uktil) rvittltod to forst it

:,1tlrl or I lltt'tttrtotl, tt'lrrr "r'it'ncl took 1ll;rcc rvas a polarisatiorr atrd re-

aIq,,,,ts',t,l.',' trl tltc rtttttrrt ()ll 'l lll-r'llt'l l)l:lll('

ij

l|:ttl,,gl'otrrttl ol' lllr. [ 'r
'l-l rc [l l: |. ( [- l<t lr ) rt ":,

tlevt'lollrtlt'rtt
rtscll tllc proclirct ol I lorre, strllqgle to trlllrol<l

Itrrtrttrrt'-i0 -)00:
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tr tltc posrtivo aspccts of trrc BKU as it was origirraily forrrcd irr r9g4.
origrnallv' tlre BKU, albeit Ied by ricrr peasarrtlectiorrs arrd eve, sorre
feudal elernerrts, was able to attract the vast peasarrt,rasses because it
adopter-l certaitr ltonlls: relvirrg rrairrly on orr4alrisc'cl and rrrobiliscd strcrrqfh
of thc pcasnrrt ,rasscs for qcttrrrq crcrrr:rrrrs .cccptc(r. arxr acroptrrrg ,rrri-
ta,t forrrrs of stnrqere: rrot ailor.virrg poriticar panies to rrse trrepralfor,r.,,
of the rr,iorr. a,d rcrnairri.g aloof frorrr parliarrc.tary clectiorrs: at the
sattletittte' opelrirrgits doors topeasant actirasts fr'orrr ali politrc.rl strea,ls,
attd allowirrg thc.r to play trrci r rorc ar rlrrlcrcrr( rcvcrs rccor<rir*4 t<; trrt:r r
rvork rrt (ltc ttrtiort: lrrnltrtlirrirrg tlrc scculnr clrarac(cr of tlrc rrrriori (botlr irr
its corrsritrrtiorr arr<l its [rlacticc): lnrl so orr l)trrrng tlrc pcak ol.rts urlltr_
errce. tlre ongrral BK U rvas abre to rrrobirisc tcrrs tf trrorsarrds of pcas-
artts for its ccoronric der.ards ,{lthotrelr rts clraracter rvas rcforrrrrst_
econortrist, irr coltditiorrs rvlrcrc tlrcrc \\,.s ,o scoPc for rc,olrrtior r:r vtbrccs tr-r sct r.rl) a, rrrfluertral rrrdcpcrrclcrrt llcasa.t orgarrisatiorr. BKU
p'ovidcd tlrerrr scope to forrr lrrrks rvith tlre Pcasart ,lasses, gatlrcr forcc
artd sct rr;r tlrc irrfrnstrtrctrrrc to s(1 trll lr rt.r,olu{ron:u,1,61c111.x:lrtic Pc:rs_ant orgat)tslttotl ur tlrc frrttrrc

cstablishirrg tlre trtass-strtrggle orientation of tlte union' and practising

detrrocraticfirrrcliorringilrtlretrniorr.Ttrereorgarrisedbody,wlriclradopted
tlre narrte gKU (Ekta), trrrdertook to fontt fratenral links rvith otlrer mass

otqnrtislrtiorts of tllc pcnsnrrts atrd 
ilrc

Civen tlle greater weiglrt of r rll

gKu (Ekta), tlrere was grcater sc nonlls

.,ld ,"riot',, advatrce of tlre peasarrt r rorrl its

inccptiort irl Septcrrrbe, 1oQ4' for tlre trext five years Qr so' tlre BKU

(Lktlr)rvllscrtglgcdittastlrrgglctocstablislritsclfvis.a.vistlroLaklrowal-
lccl uKl.J, '.cl 

to wrrr ovt.r iiinro liro-ponsnrrt soctio^s still in t5e latter

bodv. This task it achrcvcd strccessftrlly by laQa

Il:rsic tliffercrlce of :tpproacll
llowcvcr, tlrc problcrrt rlow starrllg tlre orgarrisation irr-the face was

Irorv to actr.rally build thc peasallt nlovelllent. rvlriclt was facirrg stagna-

tiorr arrd rotrtirrisrtt. Ttuo 
^1,1lroaclres 

broadly ettlerged in the BKU (Ekta)'
ll'lrc llrst \vas to firrrctiorr tl," r,,,io,r asa PtoPag(rtrclo'basedo.tyottisttliott'

irr tlro forrD of clcnrorrstratlorls, lllelllorattdttttrs to the autlrorities, and the

rike Furtrrer, it was felt trrat tirrougrr joint aaivities witlr sorne political

platforrns, tlre peasarrt rlrasses woLrld becottte politicised and tltus in-

crensc thci r particrpatiorr irl tlre tttriotl' lt was felt by the proporrelrts of

tlris:rltproltell tlt:tl tlttottr',1 I strclr ioirrt ac-1ivitics rtlorc activists rvorrlrl bc

g,",l.t^i"a for tlre trrliorr' rvlrich was facirlg a scarcity of such activists'

Tltcsecorldapproach'thecorrecttrerrdwitllintheBKU(Ekta)'ar-
gtrcd for focttssing ot'r btitilclitrg strtrgglc-oclit'ilies ott basic otrl btttr'

itry peosottt clettntrls, ar.rd iutroiucirrf political consciousness in tlte urlion

irr accordarrce witrr trre lever of trre p-easarrts'actual activity and experi-

crrce. \Mrile all politrcal forces weie free froru their indepardart plat-

fornrs to irtflttettce peasants polrtically' tlte experiences acquired by the

,r*rr,.r, rlrasses itr strlrgje *lotrld be cntcial io t'eir bei,g able to actu'

allv absorb 
^,',y 

,,',.1', frlitical propagnttda', (see Cotttratle nq' 9) New

activists for tlre uuion lvoulcl begenerated prir,arily in tlre course of tlte

clevelqptrlerlt of the trrriorr's st rrrgrl e-acti vity'

Thi s di fTcrcnco - bctwectt uuitdirg o p ropngnrrda'oriottod-orgnrrirntion

arrd a strtrggle-based one - ttttdcrlay the stnrggle witlrin the BKU (Eha)'

\Mrcrr, irr tlre loao corrfcrence of tlre BKU (Eha)' tlte leaders of the
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wro.g trend produced bogrrs rrrer)rbersrrip alrcr orr tr.'nt t orir *ffi topoffices of tlre organisatiotr, it becanre clear tlrat. irr thbil contention rvitlr
,,,rilr*,,y, while political parlies were in the nrajority' The.correct 

lrend
had to wage a tortuous baitle agairrst this trrrjr.rstifiabte decision in order to

the correq trerrd, thc wro.g trcrrd v;otrrd re,,,ivc thc \vrolrg orgaaisatioral
practices of tl:e Laklrorval perioct. T5e correct trerrd raised and discussedthis issue, brrt it did not press it to the brcakirrg poirrt rt irrstead focrrsscc!
orr brrilding arr altemativ e pmcrice,.witlro.t rvhich the parsa,t rarrks rvourdrrot bc able to grnsp and Pnrticipatc rrr trrr: poriticrr str-rr-rgrc lrcrrvc.crr rlrcIrvo trcrrds.

Step by stcP, tlre correct trcrrd wns abrc to lrrcct trrrs otrjccti'c lrorsolnc sc\/cn or clqht rrrorrtlrs bcfolc tlrc Jotltrrkc strugglc cr.uptcd. tltc
r)cnsa,ts,r ccnai, pockcts rrad bccrr rr'orrgrrt rrrto srrrailcr agrtatrorrs, orr
rlre irritratiVc of tlre activisls oFtlrc corrt:cr trcrrrl Tlrt'rrrost irrr,ortrrrr .flltt'st'rvlts lltt'ttl:tss ,.ltctrttt ol'lr lrurtl nr()rt.!,rqL) llrrrk rrr I(;rlrprrra, loll.*,-
ttt.r'i rvl'clt iI rr';rs artrrorrrrc.tr (r'rr lirr rrrt'.('\( srr rrr.rrlrrs r)();, r(.sr.; r,,,atrrrr
5c ttt:trlc of artl' tlcl:rultirrq J)cllsrlnts 'l-lrrorr.qlr srrclr rctiorrs, tlrc cor rcc(
ttcrtd',vas a[llc to I)oillt to ccrtrlt hrrrrrrrrr,. rssucs ol.tlrc ltr,;rslrrtr\,. tc\,(,:lltltc crttlrtrsiltsrrr of tltc l)ur:i:lr)l nu)s.ses li1 lrcrr.rr <lrr srrclr issrcs. :rrtl
-sllorv tltc sct-l;lo fot rvil tlttt-,1 slrrrrlqics r)n llr('s('rssat's tl,.rglr rrrilrt:r.l
rrlrss r:robi I is:rt ion

l)ilIcl'r:rrcc ol lrp;tro:rctl sccn il l)r.,trtrc(:
The diff-clelrcc betrvec, trrc t*,o approrclrcs \vas cxprcssccr irr a srrarp

forrir drrrirrg the Jethtrke strLrtqrc. rvrricir bcgarr irr Jarrrraq,2000 (scc
co,t,orle.os lJ-14)Thcrctrrccorrccttrcrrcr,rr.prcscrrtcdrrtlreBatrrr.da
.listrict corrrrrittec, \vas actuallv concirrctrng, arr agitatrorr crrr rvlrrclr tlrc
polrcc carried out seriorrs repressror. crrrrrririatirg r. a porice firirg The
corrcct trerrd was detennirred to overcor,c tlre repression, win 

"-anri,.,repressiorr-related derrra,ds arrd to acrrieve the origirrar airrrs of thc stnr.qgrc
Tlrr ",::;tg trerrd, replesotted b1, the rrrajor.itl, of the top office_bearers
of the state corrr,ittee. decided that the str.-g,gle ,u.s of ,.,o significarcc.
a,d that all that corld.be achieved rr,r* p,.lp.ga.da carrpalg,, ng.i,rrt
the repressiorr. For tlris ptrrposc thq,foistcd a, '.{ctiorr co,i,l,itL,,-,'-
i'clrrdi,g rrot only sorrre revortrtiorrarv gro.r)s' poriticar pratforrrs, bLrr ail
nrlirrg class parliarrrertary oppositio, parries Tlris Actiori corrrr,ittee. trrey
declared, worrld hereafter not orrly suppotl the strrrq.gJe btft cottrltrcl it. ht
tlris conrrrrittee the distnct cornrrrittee of the BKU (Ekta) rvas irr tlrc
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srlcl'l concrete experiertce, t6e peasants were able to rrrake out the dif-fercrrce oetweet.l the different tiends. Tt.,"y ntro ,r;r;;;d,ilr",.,, [p office-bearers) irlstrtraed tlre distria conrrttittee to give trp leader-

Dcbt qrrcstion, lirrc of tlclrrarcrtiorr
hr pa,,icrrlar, thc pcasa.ts begarr diffcrertratirg betwec, trrc h.vo trqrds

on tlte qttestiort of peasattt irrdebtedrress to ustrrious corrrrrissiorr agerts.
Tlte proponents of tlrt: corr.ect trerrd lrad, for sorne ii,r., ,r.,r;.l isterrr-atic effort to focus on trris issue. rrr doirg so, trrey toLrcrred ,po,r a lrratte,of strch urgent irrportance to tlre peasa,rt nrasses that it,nleashed their
struggJe'poterrtiar. trrdeed, o.e of trre ,rairr reasors for trre strerr.qtrr ofpeasart resporse to tlre Jetrruke stnrg:eJe rvas trrat peasarts coirectry
perceived the aftack o, tlre bus_fare aEtatio,r ,, n,i ,n",',.,pt io "*rttlreir organisation: and ,roreover that if tlreir orgarrisatio. were crushcd,
tlrc1' wottlcl ttor be abrc to fight on rlrc crebt clttesrion. Keepine this i,

It was with the agitatio, irr 200r over the Sandoha suicide case (sec
previous article) that a sustained, r.nilitarrt rnass stnr.qg:le enrerged before
tlre peasant n'lasses. Here tlre colrtrast becarre eve, ,rore glaring The
Bathinda district corrrnrinee had taken up the case arrd organiserl the
resrsLance even rn the face of seve'e police repression (the poli.. nr,r.k
at N4aiserkh;rrra) '\t this poirt trrc'strtc crrrrrrrirtct" (ic, ,r pr;rctrcc. (lrc
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.f',rrg"a by the police in tlre Maiserkllarla case - rvhich claint was later

lravirl-r4.q,r;lttbcd tltc lc:rrlorslrilt ol'tlrc [\l;rrst.rl\llutil :rqr(lrlr()n :rrrl()(.r:l(r-
call1, fse11, tlre Batlrinda district cornnrrttec, sirrrply dropped the agitatrorr
altogether. \Mren asked at tlre state conrrnittee rneeting for tlre next ac-
tiort orr tlre issue, the state president sirnply said, "we lrave lost." SLrclr
direct struogJes are to be replaced by'general propaganda orr renrLurera-
ti,r' [rro::rr€rrrent prices and orr the WTO

St:rtc Icrdcrship tirkes stcl)s to slllit tlrc orgalrisrrtiorr
For :r consiclcr';rblc- lcrrgtlr ol'trrrrc tlre lcrrlcls ol- tlrc wrong trcrrtr rr1-r-

pear to lrave beelr corrterrrplatin.g throwing orrt thc proponclrts of thc cor-
rcct trend, effectively splirtirrg thc organisation Hou,cver, the Ilttcr tbrces
rvere carefirl not to glve the fornrer any srrch opporlunity, rvhich rvorrld
Itave sevcrcly darnnr<cd tlrc Pcasrrrt rlrovcnrcr)t as a wlrolc At tlrc sarnc
trrrrc, tlrc state top leaclerslrip rvanted, to avoid beirrg associated with tlre
aa of splitting tlre orgarrisatiorr, for wlrich tlrer, '"votrld eanr widespread
condenrnatiorr. Moreover, thel,did not eluoy a urajority in tlre state conr-
rrrittee (whiclr contains. besides the state-level officc-bearers, the presi-
derrt and secretary of each distrrct coltrnrittee).

In Scptcrnber 200 l, tlris position clrcrrgccl, ns:r prcstigrorrs lcaclor of'
N'lausa district, Ruldu Singlr, serrior vice-presiderrt of the uniorr, switcrred
sides, for reasons we will nrcntiorr later, At the sarrre tirrre, RLrldtr Sin_l:/r

brouglrt in a pocket of ntass follorving, wlriclr tlre stato oftlcc-bearcrs
lrad lriterto lacked. Now thev rvere readv to attack tlre correct trcnd.

orr Noveurbcr 11.2000, at n special nrcctirrgof tlre stato conrruitrec,
Suklrdcv Kokri was renroved frotrr lris (elected) post. No show-cause
notice rvas issued: nor was he told orally wlry he was being renroved: lte
was allowed neither to alrsrver tlre clrarges nor appeal the action A
press statentent was issued by tlre state cotnnlittee statirrg tire follotvirrg:
(i) he rvas guilty of factional activity irr the Ntaiserkhana agitation, (rr) irr

thc Jetlruke struggle, he acted belrind tlie back of tlre state corrrrrrittee.
conrproruised, and la the policc chief off tlre lrook; (iri)lre sabotaged tlre
possiblecontprourise in Maiserkhalra, prevented the lrfting of the dlranra,
and spoke operrly frorrr tlre stage against the state leadershipl (iv) at the
sarrrc tinrc, lrc lct tho guilty SSP in Maiscrklrnrrn off tlrc lrook, and col-
laboratcd with tlre polrcc: ancl so orr (lrr support of tlris allegatiorr, tlrc
state corrnrine.c clairrred tlrat Sukhdcv Kolcri dcliberatclv had rrot bccn

llrovcrl lrrlsc )
.I-herecklcssstopol.tl)cSt'ilteleaderslrrpsr.:rrtsltockwavostlrrotrglt

tltc orgartisatiott SLrkhdev Kokn was in fact seerl by the ranks'as an

otrtstaltdingfigJrter.attlreforefrontofthetllajorstnrggles.Sev.eraldis-
trict co,',,,rittees quickly held special nreetings upon hearing- of the ac- '

tiorr,Fotrrcortttttitteeswrotetotl]estatecottttttiftee,askingwhatexactly
tlrcclrargesrvcrcTlreypoirrtedor.tttltat,forilrstarlce,points(iii)and(iv)
abovc wcrc cotrtradictorY

Tlrcstatccotlrtttittec..,vasforcedtoisstteforrrlalnoticeintllenext
rrreeting A conrpletely freslt set of clrarges was issued against Kokri'

rvrtlt r.to tttetrtiott of the earlier otles The llew olles were nluch vaguer: (i)

cor.rtirruor.rs vioratro. of orga.isationar crecisiorrs fro.r May 1999 to the

N4aiserkharra strtrggle- (ii) itstigating revolt against' and spreadinghatred

agairtst, thc state .o,,,'''''itt"t. (iiil cairyirlg orr factiorral activities upto tlre

;ii^;" levet. while igrorirrg his assigried state-level dr'rties, (iv) setting up

a parallel cerltre against the state colllllltttee'

Correct trend fights to dcfentl unity

r\trtotrqpolitical circles, tltis was widely seell as a precursorto a split

irrtlrettrriorr,Attlongtlretbrcesoftlrecorrecttrelld'arrdarrrorlgtlroir
allies, tlrere were a variety of reactiotrs to this devgloptttent' Sorne sec-

tioirs called for arl irrlrlrcdiate exit

was rto longer atly scoPe for work
,at tlre village level, pressed for sta

rvill bo t',ttnblo to lrarttt trs"' A tlri

orgatrisers of the correct tretrd rvoul

a iplit. and lroped sotneltorv to ket

organisatiorl-'-At 
tl',i, point, the proPonetlts of the correct trend is

They assertecl tlrat there rvor'tld be no split' At tltc sattte

tlte rolc played by , arrd asserted that tlre charges again

i.r, Va they would corltrrlrle to work rvitlrirr the exis

Tlris itaten.,e,',t was widely apprecialed anlong the ranks of the

orgatrisation, Tlre forccs of tlte correct trelld were congratulated and the

state leadcrslrip was criticised'
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At tlrc sanro tiruc, tlrc orgarrisr:r's of tlrc corcct trcrrd clisctrssccl tlrccr
aspects with their supporters arrd allies (i) Tlre nced to rnaintain the
urrity of the orgar.risatiorr was explailrcd. lrt sotttc areas, tlre polarisatiolr
between the two positiorrs was clear. btrt at certain other places there

was still scope for confusion aboLrt certain of the leaders of tlre wrong
trend. A split irr suclr circuntstatrces goLrld bring about confusiorr and

derrroralisation. Sotne allies of tlte correct trend cotrld becottte passive.
(ii) A clear reckoning was tttade of tlre positiorr of tlte two corrterrdirrg

forces, irr tenrts of areas of work, strcngtlt. arrd ltrcstige, It was slrowlr
tlrat the correct trettd was certain to be victorior.rs The questiort was
posed: "if we (tlre correct trettd) forcc tlrc isstre, arc we irt a positiorr to
take tlre orgartisatiorr fon'vard'.) 'l-ltc attsrvcr rs ycs; ortr irttcgratcd strcllgtll
is suclr that tlrey callltot cntslt us We are the esserrtial organisatiorr." (iii)
Tlre questiort 'rvas posed: "\Mll tlre retttoval of ottr leading activists frorrl
tlrci r'posts by tlrc rtrlirrg alliarrcc wcrkctt us, or strcrtgtltctt trs'.)"'l-lle atr-

swerwas tlre latter The peasant rattks, wlto kne',v well the worth of the

aaivists of the correct trertd, would be able to perceive tlte issues evett

rrrore clearly, and at arry rate the Ieading actir,ists of this trertd cotrld

concentrate frrrtlrer on local level work. As a result, the nrlirrg alliance

rvould ltave to pay a tttttclt higher price irr ptrblic syrnpathy, arld wottld

have to disbartd the district cortttttit'tees.

Thus tlrc orgartiscri of tltc corrcct trcrrd callcd for propagatirrg tllat
"There will bc no split. The strtrggle rvill corrtirrtrc."

At the sante titre, ltorvever. there rvas to bc lto dcfcrrsivertess irr the

face of tlte wrottg trerrd. The cltargcs levcllcd bv the nrlirrg alliarlcc wcrc

to be exposdd. Its rcal role. rttethods, irtterrt, artd violatiorls of discipline
rvere to be fully exposed irr a propaganda offerlsive. lrt group rllectirtgs

witlr peasarrt activists, tltc casc trtadc ottt b1'tlre rrrlirtg alliarrcc rvas tltor-
orrghly discrrssed, slrorvirrg ltorv tltcrc \\'as llot arr iota oltrtrth to it

In tlte acttral cortdtrct of tlrc carrrpaiS:rl, flcxrbility rvas slroum Ilt ccr-

tain areas, tvltcre cottcrete applrcatiorr of tlrc cotl'cct trrtdcrstarldirlg was

already corrsiderably adyanced, tlre expostrre tvas sltarp lrt otltcr areas,

tlte preserrtation arrd stress of drffdrent poirtts rvas differerrt. At places

where the ntoveltteltt was at a relativcly lorv level; it rvas sirrlply asked,

"\Mry tlris actiott, wlten rve ttecd ttrtity")" At different places, it was care-

fully worked ogt as to whiclr lcader or activist cotrld put rvhiclt poitrt nrost

ctl'ectively,lttdrcspottsibilitYlbrspcakirrgirrtlrodiscrrssiorlgroupsrvns
accordingl y' di stri btrted

Art irttporlarli rolc was plal'cd irr tlris pcriod by trp-to-datd iirqt rtpott-

ing of all tlte group nleet"tg''t"tott ;tlre entire network' ln this faslrion'

it,r"o,,Et.eaiJa,,j systc"'itic effo ts, the.tain force of tlte union was

nlet atld convinced of the correct trend's stand' Moreover' this force

lvas prepared for wltat tlte leaders of the wrong trerrd were likely to do

irr tlre coruirtg daYs.

Ruting alliartce receivcs a shockilrg rebuff
Tltc rtrlinq allinrrcc, bv corrtrast, \vas over-corrfident of its position'

Givcrr thc gcrrcral back*iarclrress of peasartt cot]sciottstress, their diffi-

ctrltyinstartdingtrptoestablislredleaders.arldtltecorrrparativelyestab-
lislrcd figtrrc of tlre state prcsidcrrt, tltey' arrogatrtly believed tlrat. they

rvotrld be able sirnply to overawe the district conllllittees into rubber-

stalrlpirrgtheiractiorrSotlrel,allllol.lllcedthatthestateleaderslripteant
worrld rrorv visit each distrro cotlitttittee arld explain its decisio-n'

Tlte tottr tumed or'rt to be a resottrtditrg slap irr the face of the state

leadership. Six of the rrirre districts tlrev visited disapproved of the action'

rrr the Batrri.da district coulrr.lrttee rrreetirrg, nearly 100 activists put the

state leaclership in tlre dock arld exposecl its stand ln Ferozepur the dis-

trict conrnrittec at tlre sarrre tinre iirvited the rernoved vico'prosidalt to

dcfcrldlrirlrsclfngni'.,,t-tl.,"chargcs.wlrichlredidtotlreirsatisfaction.
Sirnilar rejectiorr .nuoii"J thc leaJership irr Sarrgrur' Moga' Muktsar' and

Ludlriarta. (The rartks rverc also arvare tltat' of tlre retttaitrirlgdistrias' in

Patiala artd Fatelrgarlr Salrib there was llo nlass base; only in Mansa was

tlrcre a tttass base associated rvitlr tlte opposing treld') '

The clcar corrclusiorr erl]crgcd for the rarlks: tlre leadelship ltas no

basis for takirrg rl-'tl,) ^ 
stell itis a plalrrrcd stcp to rveaketr tlre stnrggle-

orientcd trcrrd, to split and dcscr't the strtrggle' the leadership is, beirrg

bolcllv collft ottted bv tlre correct trerrcl llr the rtleetings' the lqders of

tlre correct trerrd challerrgccl tlre state leadership: rve are ready fo.r your

actiotrs. we \voll't hllow i'split' everr if yolt rento"e lllore of us' We have

faced such actior.rs tili;;, ;;i we rvill continL," to do so. Frorir tlre stand

of tlte correct trend tlre-rarrks sarv tlrat the stnrggle was llot for leader-

It'rif poritio,'ts' but for wltether or rlot to carry on a strugqJe'nlovernent'
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The pe.rsant ratrks felt reassure.cl that, conre wirat nray, the trrrron wotrld
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crrcu nrical to srrclt an action, they winked at it inorder rrrerrrber to tlreir turprilrcipled faction. This
\vas t scriorrs violatiorrs sirrrilarly rvirrkccl at Lry tlrc
top o

'l-ricky rrrovc of tlrc st:rtc lclrlcr.slrip
Tlrc nrlirrg alliancc irr trrc rrniorr rc:rrisc<r tlrrt, rf trrc corrcct tr.crrcr rvas

allorved to particrpate propcrlv irr the corrfcrerce process, it would corn-
rrarrd arr easy rna.;ority. Hence tlrey resorted to a tricky nrove. The date
of tlre statc asserlbly elcctiorrs rvas declarcd to be Fcbrurary I3. Tlrey
kncw tiorrr past experierrce tlrat the correct trerrd rvould want to use tlre
occasio, of asscrrrblv clcctrons to sharpen ongoirrg stnrgglcs (ilr partigu-
llrr tlrc N'l:riscrkltrrr:r .jrrullqlc) rncl cxposc f lrc rtrlilrq class Parlics. in par_
Ir' rrl rr llr. rrrlrru l)..,r','r'.,r,rrlrl lr;rrrrl ro,.rrr.r [jorrr tlrt:..1r;rrJrrrrrrru,6['rltr:
r,rrr*ir-',lt-' Str tlrel' ti,i llrrt'tl at l spccrirl rrcctilrg o, tlrc statc corrrrtrittee
tlr;rt fcrr tlrc []KU t,,r{-crcrrcc rrrcrrtrcrslrrl-, rcc^ritrrrcrtt arrd blt,ck clcc-
trorrs sltotrld bc corlplctcd by Febrrrarv 28-l'lrcrc r'crc trv. prssibilitics: Fr rst. tlrc forccs of the corrcct trend
rruglr( cxPcncl tlrcr r strcngtlr orr rrrcrrrbcrslrip rccruitrrrent and la go of the
opPortrrrrity to sharpcrr thc asscrnbly-electiorr-titrre exposrrre and stnrggle;
irr rvhrch case tlre Akalr govenu,ert, to rvrricrr the BKU (Ekta) preslderrt
rvas close, rvould benefit. on the other harrd, if the forces of tlre correct
trend put their strenElr belriud the election-tirrre exposure carrpaign, they
rvould $e urable to corrrplete tlreir recruitrnent drive, and would suffer in
tlre corrference process. wrerr tlre leaders of tlre correct trend argued
agairrst tlris settirrg of dates, and pressed for arr e;tars,ion till nrid-Marclr,
tlre state leaderslrip refirsed, rvitlrout providing any reasons. .,r,

So it was decided by tlre correct-trend forces to carry out both tasks,
b-r'risirrg to the challerrge. ln Bathirrda district. till February 13, tJre enr-
plrasis was to be orr the strtrggle. vote.seeking candidates were glreraoed
at three placcs. \Mrerr, in Kotra. BKU rnernbers wer)t to corrfrotrt sikandar
Sirrgh Malluka (tlre Akali rnirristcr rvlro rvas the ruairr culprit behind the
scenes in tlre Jethuke episode). they rvere lathi-clrarged by tlre police. ln
Blrrini Baglra ([Vlarrsa). too. tlrere rvas confrorrtation rvith tlre police and
arrests. ln Talrvarrdi Sabo constituencv. irr rvlrich Sandolra and
l\'laiserkharra fall, a congress lcader wlro srrpported the conrnrissior agarts
dtrring tlre recent strtr-qgle rvas gheraoed. (Both lre and the Akali lender
florrr thc corrstituerrcy lost, and arr irrdependerrt candidate won.)

llrrlirrg rrllirrrrce throrv rurtlcrsrrrnrlirrg orr ;lnrlinlrrerrtnry ctectigrrs
to tlrc rvilrrls

\'lcarrrvlrilc, Rtrldtr Singlr. tlre BKU scnior vice..president frorn vlarrsa
rrlro loirrcd ('Pl(l\'l L) Libcratiorr. tlrrcrv all rrorrrrs of thc trrriorr to tlre
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rvillirrg to sacrificc top offrccs of tlre uniorr: lre corrld keep tlre presidency

.,.,.1 fwe otfter leaders of tlre nrling alliance could continue to occupy

rvirrds, He carried on alr rrndisguiscd carrrpaigr for thc CPI(ML) Libera-
tiort candidate in [Vlansa assentbly cotrstituenc\,. orre Rajvirrdcr Rnna. Hc
prrt the BKU (Ekta) firrrds. barrrrer arrd activists at tlre servicc of Ran;r

At tlre tilne of electiorrs. lre put up BKU pollirrg booths for Rarra At orre
rall1,, 11" had CPI(I\4L) barrners placed orr BKU (Ekta) trucks, and he
spoke fronr tlre BKU stage openly orr belralf of Rarra. Wlren a speaker
fronr the correct trend opposed tlris frorn the sarne stage, the state presi-
dent was forced to agree that tlris was wrotlg. The state secretary was
also presertt at tlte sante rallt, Horvever, irr thc followirrg state conrnrittee
rueeting. the state presiderrt. secretar),, arrd other top state level lcadcrs
rttaitttained a cornplete silcrtcc rborrt Rrrldu Sirrgh's lrlatant trashirrg of all
orgartisatiorral rrorrrrs This rvas [recarrsc lrc rvas rro',v crucial to tlrci r
splitttst platls.

After the asscnrblv elections. arrd irrdied evcn drrring thcnr, tlrc activ-
ists of the correct treud rvorked dav arrd niglrt to conrplete their recruit-
rnertt-drive. Tlrev realised that if the real nrernberslrip strerrgth of ttre
correct trerrd got recorded, tlrcy rvorrld rvirr casily, lf ths clricftnirrs of tlrc
wrong trcrrd still rvislrcd to dcfcat tlre corrcct trcnd, tlrcv rvould lravc to
carry out sr.rclr a lrr,rge bogus recrrritruerrt irr Patiala arrd Fatclrgarlt Sahib
tllat, tllcy rvorrld got tlrororrglr I 1, oxposcd,

Urrexpcctc<l rcstrlts ol'tlrc lllock clcctiorrs, slroctr to ltrc rrrlirrg
nl liarrce

After havirrg set the deadlirrc of Fcbrrrary 2S. arrd aftcr tlrc corrcct
trend had alreadl'conrplcted its cleaiorr pt'ocess at tlte block levcl, the
nrlittg alliance on tlre last datc c.rtcrrdcd tlrc date to l\'larch 16, to allorv its
or.r'rt forces rrrorc tinrc Of cotrrsc, rvhile the acti'",ists of tlre corrcct trcnd
subrrritted proper records arrd lrarrdcd ovcr tlrc firll rrrcrrrbership fcc col-
lcaiorr, nurnirrg irrto laklrs of nrpc.cs, tlrc' rtrlirrg alliancc did not cvcrr [:otlrcr
to produce or displav thcir rrrcrrrbcrshill rccciltts or harrd ovcr tlrci r t'cc
col lcrcti orr p tr bl icl y

r\t an1,rrtc, tlrc rcstrlts ol'tlrc [>lock clcctrons \\,crc a slrock to tlrc
\vrong trcrrd Orrt of 5S blocks. tlrc corrcct trcrrd rvorr irr i7 blocks Scc-
irrg tlrc rcsrrlts of thcsc clcctiorrs. llrc. rtrlirrri alliarrcc parrickccl Tlrc prcsr-
dcrrt bcgarr scrtdirrg corrciliatort' n)css:u{,cs to tlrc lcadcrs of tlrc corrcct
trcnd llrc lrttcr rcsporrdcd lrv rrr:tkirrg clt';rr tlrat tlrcv rvt'rt'pcrlccllv

officc-bearers' posts ill tlte state cortttttittee. ln place of six posts rvitlt

the wrong trerrd, the correct tretrd denrarrded orrly three - representirrg

BatlrirrdalMoga and Sangnrr. The secorrd co,dition tSey placetf was tlre

irrrrnediate al]llotlllgelrlqlt of tlre dates of the district elections'

Dividing linc crossed
At fiist tlre state president aPPeard to consider

N'larclr 25 rallyin CfrrnJigatf, ,i nounttd tlrat th3'di

world be fix"6 o, April tlon 4.;t l, however, lre did an about-face and

aggressively rejected tlre d

period. "First the Perfontta
district conltllittees. Tllen
Moreover, he announced arr agenda of r.,tl$tii

tivists of tlre correct trend, irrqtririrrg ir ' ' "4{+i

and so orr. He aunouncd that no date would be announced for the elec- 'lt
iion in ,Bathirrda urrtil after the conrpl*ion of an inqtiiry into allegations'.

agairrst tlre district cotlttrtittee,
"'1.1.,i, wns n dividirrg lirro, Till now it lrnd npponrod rtill potsiblo to ,,&

prevent a split, No.w tlrc rulirrg alliance had decided orr a split' lt became

tlrc duty of tlrc corrcst trend ti preparo the tttlion ranks for tho oncoming

sPlit. 
^ r, -1^- rr-^ - . t';l

Meauwlrile the corrditiorls necessary to slrcQessfully urrite tlre ranks

belrirrd the correct trc.rrd in case of a split lrad besu fulfillcd in the inter'

veningperiod.(i)Tlrerulingalliarlcecl'idnotplavarryuseftrlroleinrela.
tio. to t5e peasant **gg1"i, but acted as an'ob;tacle to tltctn (ii) Tlere

was now nrore than sifficient nraterial t" *';;; airy aaivist at any ''\

lcvcl of tlrc srand of thc corrcct trcnd otr organisational questions' For

exarttple, thc violatiorrs of tlre organis Mansa

clistrict providcd arllplc lrlaterial to tlr rend to

show lrow tlre barrner of BKU was resent'

'r",'tt 
ogainst tlrese violations tunred o iii) lnrr

irn,t.,'f t"^acrs in thc trrriorl who werc carlier neutral'were now con-

virrcccltlrattlrecorrcct-trerldleadersweretlrerealpro-unityforce.and
tlrcv becattlc allies of tlre correct trcrld
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Orr tlre otlrcr lralrd. sevcral factors irrclicltcd that therc was llow llo

scopetogoalorrgryiththcrrrlirrgalliartcc First.orrtlteqtrestiollofpeas-
arrt lrrrlcbtc<lttcss. tltct,-'\v:ls rl()\v lto lirrcc lcfl rrr tlrc statc Cotttlttitlct'

wlriclr had eithcr tlre s(renEh or thc will fbr a sc|iotts stnlgglc. Sccondly,

tlrere was now no appeal against atl)/ of tlre arbitrary decisions of the

nrling alliancc. Tlrirdly, on tlte questioLr of violation of tlre tlnion's norrlls

rcarrdirrg parlianlentary elcctiorrs, tltc rvrittcrr collrplaillts of tlle forccs

of tlre correct trend werc igltorcd Fotrnhly, thc rr.rlirrg alliarrcc was llow

dctcrrrrirrccl not to carry orrt tlrc dclclq,lrtc cortfcrcttcc, lrrstead, a vilifica-
trorr carrrpaiglr Irad bccrr latrrrclrcd

Firrally, it rvas rrow clcar tltat if. after n sltlit. tlte forccs of tlle correct

trcrtd spt'rtt (trttt: artcl cllclg)/, tlrcY cotrltl I)llll\L: Lll) ltttl'losscs itlcttrlctl

Wlrereas rf tlre urrcertaintv were to cotttirttrc. rt rvotrld be irnpossible for

tlrerrt to attettd to tlre perrdirrg strtrqglcs. lf tllc trtriorr's dcveloprtrcllt as a

rtrugglo-or.icntod orgulisotiort worr: [.llockccl, it rvotrld gcl collvcltod irlto

a propagrlda-oristted orgat'lisation. Tltis rvorrld negStively influerce even

tlre cadres of the correct trend. Denloralisation woLlld set in.

For tlre forces of tlte correct trend, it llow becalne colllpulsory to

takb urgerrt steps for tlre re-organisation of the utrion. With tlre state

committeL. launclring atr open assault oll tlle Batlrinda conlnlitte€, activ-

ists riglrt up to the village denranded of the leaders of the correct trerld

that they act. tn fact, fropr N{ansa, Saugrur, and Ferozepur aclivists were

questioning the delay irt acting. T[ey in fact were anxious that tlre lead-

ership of the correct trerrd slrould not conrprontise with the wrong trend.

llow to $et about ttte re-orgnuisation?
Tlre leaders of the correct trend be€Ful the preparatiorrs. A clear-cut

cliscussiort with thc allies of thc corrcrt trettd rvas required, layirrg out tlle

What forrrr should the stnrgglc take: .the carrying out of district con-

ferences'l Tlre setting up of a parallel centre'J Or should tlre correct

trcnd sinrply wait fo(,furtlter actioru by tho ruling allianco'l

lnstead of the aboye, a new fontr was chose1 by the leaders of the

correct trend. for wlrich tltcre was llo specific provisiott itr tlre constittl-

tiorr of tlrc BKU. narrrcll,. I "Kisnrt Corrncil" Tlre proposcd Cotrncil rvas

to consist ol'tlrc prcsiclcrrr lrrrl sccrctary of'caclr villagc tulit, thc wholc

conlnittee of eaclr block, the rvltole cotttrtrittee of each district, and the

rvlrole of the state conttllittee. lrt tlte absetlce of tlte state collferellce,

sgch a body rvorrld :onrrnand grcater autlrority tltart tlre state conllnittce.

Suclt a bodt'rvotrld also rcflecl tlrc real rttajoritv of tlre organisation, as

opposed to tlte rrtantrfacttrrcd rrrajority irt the state conlltlittee.
Tltcrc rvas jrrst a rlontlr rrr wlticlr to carry otrt tlre preparatiorrs for

spclr a nrccting, arrd tlrat rvus thc rttonth of April. irr wlticlr tlre Itarvestlrtg

of wlrcat is carricd otrt First a discrrssiorr was held arllong tlre rrtairr

lcadcr s ol-tlrc correct trcr rtl lrntl rts leaclrrrg allres - irl all, aborrt l5 pcr-

sons. Tlris discttssiort sttccc'cdcd irr Clcariltg llralry apprehetlsiolls alllorlg

tlre allics. The proposal caruc fr otn tlre district president of Mansa - the

sarne district which was the base of tlre serrior vicepresidort, who had

now joined tlre rulirrg alliance irr t tion "t*
Kisarr Council, all the leading ricti tato jd

and carried. T[is proposal. already irr tlre ntinds of the organisers, was ;

accePted.
It was dccided tlrat tlre plarrrted gatfueripg should .bring out the real

differences betwesr tlre two sides: on overall orierrtation (whether to

restrict tlre union to just propaganda, or take it to the level of strugglo a

. well): olt the uniou's rote vis-i-vis parlianleltary elections: atld on th

ileed to struggle on tl.re'question of peasant indebtedness. The

11ew leading teartt, its capability a1d lltllubers, in order to build corlfi'

dence in,tlre new leaderslrip. Regarding the all-inrPgrtant debt issue, it
w$s necessary to project rvlrat sort of loadership wos requirod to carry

out a sdrious struggle on tltis isstte, and ltow tlre leadership of the correct

l
n
I

I
I
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trcrrd had proved itsclf irr strtr.q-glc to bc capablc of doirrg so.
Firrally, rvlrile still explcssirrg tlrc desilc to do rvhatever was reqrrired

to save the trrriorr's urrity, tlle lcadcrs of tlrc corrcc-t trerrd r.votrld lrave to
rrrakc clcar tlrerc was now no rcal scoltc to prcvcnl a split

llirrrrrratllurit ntceting - turrrirrg ;loirrt ilr thc strrrggte
The plarrrrcrl nreetinq. rvlrich rvhs kc;>t secrct fror, thc lcadcrs of thc

\vrorrg trcrrd. took placc on April 28 at Ilirlrrratpura Aborrt 250 Ieading
actrvrsts frorrl l0 districts attcrrdctl Of therrr, I(r rvcrc statc colrrnrittcc
tttetllllt-'rs (lr1' 12i61;g of [rcirtti rlistrir:t conrrrrittct' ;trcsirlcrrts/sccrc(aries)
St:r'ttt(t't'lt ()l'tl)crtl wcre firlllirrrc lc:rtlrrrr.l ilctl vists ol'tlrc urriclt, olwlrorrr
nIle \\/erc at the state lcvcl For ty of tlrcrrr rvcrc activrsts wlro, at thc tirrrc
of arry itttporlattt stnrgglc, lcft thci r otlrcr activitics rrrd rvorkcd full tirrre
for tlrc trniorr.

Tlro rncctirrg's gucccss oxcccclccl lll cxPcctntiorrs Tltc first scssiolr
thorotrghly cxl)oscd tlrc dcccls. propagrnda arrd rolc of thc ruling alliarrce
in the union lrr the next sessiorr, orre activist. a teacher by professiorr,
describcd tlrc role and record of the Icadcrship of the correct trerrd He
corrcluded his descriptiorr by sayirrg that, inspirod by the currcnt sitr.uatiorr,
Itc rvas rrow tnkirrg prenlntlrrc rctircrrrcrrt frorr his job in ordcr to bo nblo
to wor k ftrll-tinre for tlre rrrriorr.

ln tlrc scssiorr that follorvcd. irr wlrich anyorrc corrld spcak frorn tlre
floor, 90 persons spoke - srrclr rvas tlrc entlrtrsiasrn and sense of particr-
patiorr. No less ll:,:.n 70 pcrsor)s forrrrally dcclarcd tlrcir corrrrrritntent (o
work full-tinre for tlre union. Said orre, "\Ve can work only 24lrours a day
for tlre uniolr, sirrce tlrere are r:ot 26 lrotrrs irr a day,". \Mrcrr orre was
rnaking suclr a conrnritrrrcrrt, arrotlrer said, "Bc strrc of tlre seriousness of
your corrrrrtitlnent. wc are sittirrg in the gurdwara." The first answered,
"lt is precisely in that spirit l arrr nrakirrg nry cornnritntcnt." tndeed, it
bccarttc clcar tltnt for thc pcirsar)ts activists, rrrakirrg suclr a corrruritrucrrt
was r-rot a liglrt nratter, lt had to bc discLrssed treforehand w,ith tlre farnily,
arrangenrents rnade, and only tlren could it be spokerr at tlre nrceting.
Thrrs a few said tlrey could rrot corntnit to work full-tinre till ttrey had
clcarcd thc lrrattcr at ltorrrc Othcrs said witlr frrll scriousrrcss: "l lravo
told thc fartrily; it is orrr colnntorl decisiorr." A leader frorn Sangrur, who
rvas latbr to becorrre tlre presiderrt of the new body, said, "l lrave givor

rrr' lard o, rc,t To lta' r,t, dcbi to r,y relati'cs. l ltavc,ro^g"gJ*,r.,"
larrd N'ly dcbt to trrc c.rrrrrrissio,r ag.:,,,t is rvipecr out (ie, i, trre urriorr,s
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Lrrrdcrsra.drrrg, trre peasart debt to trre trsurers rras arready bee, paidsc'crrl tirrrcs over) i\'r'drrrgrrtcrs (hc rras orrlv claugrters) have tord rrre,'Do rvlrat yotr rreed to do' r rrave rrarrded ail property,latters ovcr to,lyfirrrrilv " Arrotlrcr said. r'cfcrrir)g to a rc.cc.t bol,b brast irr wrriirr sor,e
PcoPlc hrd clicd. "Nou,rrry t;rlrrily,rrrcrrrtrcrs slrotrlrl corrsidcr rrrc to lrrvcrlictl irr tlrat borrrb brrst orrc actrvist frrrrrr'saicr. '.r have rclrted orr,1.!,l;rrrd ard sold rrrv arrrrr;rrs lf'r,otr <rccicr" io rr.,rg orr witrr trre prcsc,tlcrdcrship of trrc rrrriorr. l rviil rra'e to corrsrdcr *,hat to do. Btri if you
dccidc.,to pnrl \va\/s rvitrr trrcrrr. trrcrr lr'iil gi'c. rrrvscrf ftr[-tirre for trretll)Ion

of tlrc 70 rvrro rrarrc srrcrr corrrrritrrrerrts, abotrt i5 were of trre activistle'el, capablc of orga.isrrrg trreir o\v. tasks. Trre rernairi'g rvere of trretrlrc r*lro rvo.rd be able tbr carrvirrg or.rt allv tasks--trrey rvere assigred.Tlre atrrrospltcre \vas electric. Hear.ing ttl" 
"*pi"rrio,.,,'of 

'"o,.,l,,ri,-

rrcrrt nnd crrtlrtrsiasrrr, lisrcrrr:r,s'hairs stood orr end. Tlre participants de-
rtraltdcrl of tlrc lqrdcrslrip tlrat rt slrorv its scriotrsncss irr actiol. Tlc rrrt,"tirrgga'c tlrc lollorvirrg cor.rrsc of rrctiorr: ..First 

rrrakc clear irr the state corn_,ittcc rrectirg of r\ tar r trrar ail trre agcrrcras of actiorr .s.i,.,ri 
",,ip*pr"(ic thosc rcp.cserrtirrg trrc corrcct trc,d) rrrust bc droppt. Sero,airr, thestnti: lcadcrship rtrust irrurrcdiatcly Atlltounce dates ior tlie district elcc-

tiorts to bc corltlllctcd tvitSi, a short tirrrc. Tlrc statc corrforqrce nrust be
lrcld r',itlrirr tlrc rrro.tlr of l\{av At prescrrt. tlrc state corrrrittcc lras orrly a
sr,rpcr'\'lsor\, rolc, pendirrg the corrrplction of tlre confcrence. Tll therr. rro
actiorr is to bc take, agai,st a.y perso,: ar.v sucrr actiorr rviil be cris-
crrssccl ilr tltc statc corrfor.crrcc itsclf..,

lf tlrc statc corrrrrittec \\,c.c r)ot to agrcc to tllese rreasrres. the rrrcet_i.g said. thc state borrrrrrittc., should be-askcd to call the Kisarr council(to bc corrstittrtcd as dcsc.ibcd utlo'e), Tlrc clccisiorrs of thc corurcil rvrllbc.g'cc<l to [.lY rs Btrt if tlrc statc cor.Dnlittcu still refuses to c.rll suclr acotr,cil.'rve rviil do so. Teil the state corlrrrittee that: and teil trrbrrr arso of
tlris rtreeting itself. No dorrbt this nleeting is rlot an ordinary one: but tlre
sittratiorr i s abrrorrrra l. arrd dcrrrands e,xtri-orclina rv steps.,,

I
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(Ekta) rro nrargirr to subrnit to the diaates of the wrong trend.
r\t tlro sarrrc tirno. toc(.nt o\l)ol'iotco lrnrl slrorvrl tlto irttplicntiorr:l of

takirrg up tl.re issues being raised by the correct treud, nrost pronrinerttly
the debt issire. TIre rulirrg classes arrd tlrei r State nrachinery took any
struq.q,le on tlris issue vcry senously. as they do rvith any struglqle touch-
irrg, even irrdirectly, the qirestion of tlre nrearrs of production. Moreover,
thcy pcrceived irr suclr strtrrLejes tlre poterrtial to trrrleaslr peasatrt partici-
patiorr arrd self-organisatiorr. T'hus everr tlre district adnrinistration's an-
ticipatron tlrnt tlrc BKU (Ukta) lcadcrship wotrld tako up tho issuc of
trsury rrrotivatc.d thent to carry orrt age,ressive repression on the bus-farc
nrritatiorr at Jcthrrkc, Sirrrilnrlt, tlrc follorving scries of stnrqqles agairrst
corrrnrissiorr agents crrllnirrating in tlre Sarrdoha strtr{q,le \vere ntct bv tlre
fiercc rep.rs5sion at I\larscrkltana, So, let nlorre larrnchirrg stnrg;qles orr

tlrc clcbt qtrcstiorr. if tlic BKU (Ekta) state leadcrship rvere to cooperate
rvitlr, or cvcrr tolr.rrtr:, tlrt.t'or rcct trcnd c:rr'rvilrr{, orrt rrrilitnrrt strrrf+ilcs, it
too rvorrlcl titcc tltc tlro of'Statc replession. lt rvould lrave to clrarrge its
eritirc rrrctlrod of rvork and be prepared for seriorrs sacrifices. Wlrereas
if it rvcrc to rcstrict itsclf to 1t roltrgntirrg lrrrrl dcnronstrntirrg ngnirrst irrrpe
rialisrrr (as opposed to stt'trgglirtg as \vell agairrst irtrpeirialisnr), the WTO,
fcnlr,ulerative priccs and so orr. it would face rro ntoro probletus than ntly
ruling class part1,. i' - . r

'llrris the objective conditions did not leave tlro leaders of the wrong -'
trend arry scopo to tolerate tlre s(nrggle-nctivities I
11rey had to bo shut dowu. ,,,r:**s+- ,

'llis irr tunr rnearrt tlrat for the of tlre
tion rvitlr tlre wrong trend was irr ,..Fqilt
deruoralise tlre figlrtirrg peasant ra cause
ants frgnr tlre urriorr,

Tlre scope to conti:rue irr tlre sanre orgarrisation had evaporated. Tlre
objective situation, tlru conditiorr of the pensantry, left rro nlargin for
concessiorr by cither side - either tlre wrotlg side rvould lrave to be
rerrtor,rlded accordiug to the correct trerrd, or vice.versa.

Tuu,nrds tlrc Kisalr (llrrncil
At the N,lay I state corrrrnittce nreetirrg, tlre leaders and allies of tlre

correct trend placed tlre facts squarely before tlre body. Tlre Sangnrr

llrrlr: of (lrc objcctivc fttcltlr
llrsttcltafaslriorrtlreHirrlrrtatpttrarrlectitrgsltoweditscorllrdcrlcc

arrdclaritvabouttlrecotlrseitlraclacloptedltexceededalltlreexpecta-
tiottsoftt.,"o,.ga,.,i,"rs.TllisrvasJlrettrrrritrgpoirrti.rrtlteerrtireirrrrer-
organisatiorr.t it.,,ggl". lt brotrgltt otrt tlrat tlre organisers of tlre correct

trcrrd lrad correalyiaken tlre prrlsc of tlrc Pcasarrt rarrks lrr tlre prcvrotts

fcrv vcars. "rp""i^lly 
frorrr tlrc tinrc of tlrc Jetlrtrkc stnrgqle, poor peas-

lrrts lracl cor,c to the forc irr tlrc tnriorr. '[-lrcsc 
Pcasartt rattks, tlrrorrglr tlrc

practicalsclroolofstrtrgglc.ltaclar.rrr,cclatthestagervlrerrthcycotrld
graspthcditflererrcesb"t,vcc,r[ltctrvosidcsirrtltctrniorl.Arrdthcdift.cr-
ellceswercofstrcltal]attlrctltattllcr.arrkscotrlclrrotbclaxorlerlierlt
rcrvrrclirrgtlrclrrTltc\'rvct.cbtttrrtt.tgqtlcstiolls'qtrestiotrsoflifearrddeatlr
fbr tlrcl)cas^.ts. Iiti,"vu,crctosrrt,,,ittotllcrtrlrrrgalliarrccirltlrctrrrrort'
tlrcrr rlrcrc.uu,,i.i tr"ttol:oirtt irt corrtitrrrirtu, itr tlrc trtriorr' sirtcctlrci r isstrcs

lr,otrlcl bc srclclirrccl: arrd irr [lrat crse. tbt ,'',.'..l,oltlrc.rrl' it rvotrlcl Lle c.lit.ll.

cttlt c'u'ctt to carr)' olr tSci r cxistettcc' sirtcc thcv faced tlle loss ol tlrcir

l and,
lrr tlris faslriorl the objcctivc s

oPnrcnt$ in thc BKU (Ekta)' As

tlte corrditiorl of the peasarltn" P

rioratod drarnatically' Tlrc priccs
, . : ;il;;rprl,iiioir iirose ohtl.,cir producc. othcr avcrrues of cruployrucnt
'r, ':' ' ' 

6avc ari"a ,,p, niia;r "f 
irrputs suclr as diesel arrd fortiliser 1tavo risetr

stecplyl yi"ra, ilorc siagratal: arld procurenrqrt is being rvottrtd tlp, leavirlg

, tlrcru helpless b.foiu iil. traclcrs. Barrk creclit is evctt scnrccr tlralt bc' 
.

forc, parrictrl"ril;;;p;",.f *r"',tr. lrr suclr corrditions, thcy are driverr to

cverl greater 
jli.i,a"i.,." on tlre rlsrrrcrs, rvlro rrot ouly extract lriglt rates

'ofitrtcrest'btttforcethepeasatttstobtrfittptttsfrotttthenlandsellpro-
cltrce to tt.'u,.,., 

^t'i"pressccl 
p'iccs. e,lt tliis lras drivcrt tlte peasattts to tltc

porrlt rvhere ,h;;;f" in an,rg"t. of losing tlreir land. Tlris is a dividirrg lirre

for tlrc peasants: Tlrey see no poil'lt iir corrtintrilrg tlreir existertce aftcr

losirrg tf.,"i, f n,.,J. nris explairrs i'e p.errortterrorr of 
'r',ldreds 

of stricidcs

ofclcbt-ridclc'tpeasn''tt'ovcrtllcPastfourvearsitttlle'state'Tlrisalso
explains tlre polverfirl wave of pcasatrt participatiorr irt tlte real strrrqSrc-

activitics arrcl strtrgglc-ccrttrcs of tlrc BKU (Ekta)'

Ircr" of'lc"ii'io'taitlotts' tltctt' lcft tlrc pcasarrt rartks of the BKU
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distria president told the state presiderrt: "\bu have split the organisation.
Norv wo arc to dccido rvlrr:tltcr it is to bc concltrclcd arrricably or rrot " lrr

tlrc nreeting the Sangrur presiderrt said, "Yes, we ltavc lrad a lnccting of
ou:' :::iiiorters, Wi*lt of it'J You r)reet (chief nrinister) Badal and the
police secretly. Now tell rrs: arc votr anrrourrcir.rg the dates of the district
conferences'}" T'lre state president refused to do so, repeating the sarrre

excuses: "First we have to exarrrine the distria lists. The perforrnarrce
report has to go to the distrias, By July rve rvill coruplete tlre electiorrs.
RegardingBatlrirrda rvervill lrot seta datetilltlreirrquiryintotheirirregLr-
larities is over."

At this point the representatives of tlre correct trerrd placed tlre con-
dition of callinga Kisan Courrcil: tlre state leaderslrip refused: arrd so tlre
fonner declared that they rvould go alread and call it. The state leader-
sltip irr trrnr carrccllcd tlrc rrrcrrrbcrslrip of Sukhdcv Kokri, whorrr tlrey lrad

already rentoved frorrr state vice-presiderrtshrp (The excuse given was
tltat he lrad attended the Ferozeptrr district conruittce nreeting rvhcre the
state leaderslrip lrad.corrre to crplairt the reasorts for his being rerrroved -

frorn lris post.) Six othcr Icadels of tlre cou'ect trend rvere rvanred via a

press statenlelrt.
In all 1950 peasant activists rvere irrvited for the Kisan Cor.rrrcil -

irrcludirrgtwo each frorn 720 village rrrtits, severr each fronr the urriorr's

58 block corrrnrittees. seven eaclr frorrt the urtiort's l2 distrias, and nine
officq.bearers of tlre state corrrruittce Irr preparatiorr for tlre Courrcil.
drstrict conrurittee ruectirrgs rvere held irr all tlre distrias wlrere the cor-
rcct trcncl lrad acccss. Tlrcso rvcrc attcrrdcd b1'rrot only conlttittcc tttcttt-

bersbutotlterpeasarttactivistsasrvell-rtr.rutberittg40,50,evert 100. lrt

tlrese nrcetings thc corlterlts of tltc Hirnrnatpura ntccting rvere repo(cd.
Thc false propagartda of the state leaderslrip rvas effectivcly cotrrrtered.

Irr rcspo'nse to tlre clainr tlrat tlrc corrcct trerrcl rvor.rld rtot l)r'ovidc nrcnt-

bcrslrip lists. tJrey declared that tlrer'ru"r" pt.1rnr.d to do so tn response

to tl:e clairn that tlrcv rvere rttttnittg a\vay frorn tlte rally of tlte Fortrlrt

Against Irrtperialist Clobalisatrbn to be held in Dellri orr N{ay 10. tlrcv
cotrrrtercd tlret they notrld ccrlairrlt,attcrtd thc rall1, (irr facl they were
l l rt' l lr r --,est c()l( r rgcr tt li or t t l )r rr rl :r Ir )

Follorving the distria rtteetittgs. frorrr all areas tltere cartte resotrrrdillg

allltrovll [or tlrc Kisatt Cotrrrcrl proqr:tttrtttt' Tltt' lt'clirrg, ol- lltc pt';tr;:tttts

was that row the decisiorr regarding tlre frrture of the trnion worrld bo in
tlrci r orvn harrds. N'leanwlrilc. tlrc state lcaderslrip suffered a fiasco wlrerr
it tricd to lrold a ,rcctirrg irr Ranrppra to cor.rvirrce peasants not to attend
the Kisarr Council.

Tlte state leaderslrip called a last special state cornnrittee rrreetirrg o1
lVlay 18. Tlre leaders of the correct trerrd placed written dernands u"-rore
thestate leadership. First, Sukhdev Kokri lrad to be re.instated as.a del-
egate to the corrference. Secorrdly, rro actiorr was to be takerr against any
nrerrrber trll tlre confererrce. Tlrirdly. district elections and tlieitate cori-

next state corrrrrrittee rrreeting". "Tlren the Kisarr Council rvill take place".

Kisarr Council takes place

cil.'
Srrkhdcv Kokri rvas asked to prese,t Iris case to the courrcil. He did

so not as arr irrdividual, btrt as a representative of tlre figlrtirrg line, He
brought out the iclrieverrrerrts of tlre figlrtirrg line, tl:e clailr bJween tlre
trvo lirres irr the state corrrrrrittee, and finalll,the attentpt by,tl:e state
Ieaderslrip to s,ppress tlre praoice of lrre correct rirre. Dtiri,g trre course
of lris orre-lrorrr sPeeclr. tlrc arrdierrce brokc,into applatrse ,i* ot. ,uu",.,
trrrrt's, .rrrtl (\\'rec iur ()rLllniu\ l)c:rsrnt ljr,rrrr r\l;trsct klrittta rosc to lris lc,ct
to sav, "Yes, rvl rat lre savs is correct, that is eractly how it lrapper:ed "
r\t tlro crrrl ol tlris :;cssiorr. tlrt' corrncil tlccitlctl ro r.cstor.c lris iricrrrbc,-
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Tfie Courrcil irrstnrcted the state corttttlittec tllat its rig,hts were tlow

rcstr.ictcd Bt,Jtrpe l0 tlre state collfcrcrlcc lrad to be corllplcted

Tlrc ntoocl irr tlre Kisarr Cotrncil \vas ollc of jLrbilatiorl, llot ollly alllollg

tlre leaderslrip bLrt alrottg tlre rarrks..Of tlre 1.450 qtralified to participate

in tlrc Cotrrtcil, ll50 acttralll' atterlcled A largc tlttrttber of observers also

block nlrd villagc lcvcl tlrat tltcte rvas wiclcsl:r'cad lcscl)trllcrlt at Rtrldtr

one attettd.
Frorrr tlre Kisau Cottrtcil fotlowed a lrectic series of distria corrfer-

Ugrahan. ersrrvhir-- presiderrr of Sa.grur district. ,u., 
"l".t"dlntdr"ri- 

.
derrt' SLrkhdcv Kokrr rvas crcctcd state gereral sccretary. T'rre new state

(',rrclusiorrs 't



conscior.tsl'less, level of orgartisation, fightirrg spirit. arrd figlrtirrg capacity

of tlre peasarlt orgattisatiorl. atld tlltrs prepare it for a Irrajor srep fon'"ard

irr tlre practical nlovetllent. Let Its rettll'll to tlle qtlcstiorr posed at tlte

start of this report: \Mtat explairrs tl)e cxtellt of positive restrlts vicldcd by

tlris struqgle'l
First, the organisers of tlre correct trend were successful it littkirtg

tlrc politicol struggle (betrvecrr tlre trvo lirrcs for dcvclopitrg the trniorr)
:;.itlt tlrc concrete closs slt'ttgg/e. Thc basic rttasses irl gcrleral, artd

peasants in particrrlar, do ttot go bl,tlre spokcrr or rvrittert rvord tttttcll:

tlteyacceptatruthorrlyifitcorrcsporrdstotheirdirectexperience Potdirrg

its cortfirtttatiorr irt practice, tltev reserve tltci r.ltrdgrtterlt about it.

Tlre trrilitartt nlass stnlwle.'altet'Ilative \vas llot sorltetltirtg that the lead-

crs of tlte correct tretrd rrtercly rcfcrrcd to irr tlrcir specclres; it took a

cotrcrctc slrapc itt variotts srttall arrd big agitatiorls attd confrolltations. lt
was particularly assoctated rvitlt tltc gloriotrs Jethuke strtrggle, the paddy

procurenrent struggJe. artd the N'laiserklrarra strtlgg:le. Peasatlts lrad di-

rectly rvitlressed the leaders of tlte correct trettd irritiating and taking'
fonvard suclt intportartt lttilitattt tuass strLt.q.-q,les waged by the BKU
(Ekta) Thtts peasattts cottld casill' grasp tlrc altenrative being posed by

tlre leaders of tlte correct trertd

lrr parlicLrlar, the orgarrisers of the con'ect trend rvere able to take the

prrlse of the peasartt tl)asses regardirrg tlte bttrrritrg problerlr of peasarlt

irrdetrtcdrross. Dtrc to tlteir colrcct arlalysis of tlrc o[:jcctivc situatiort' tlle

orgallisers of the correct trend rvere able to tap the porverftrl peasellt

trrge for a do-or-die figlrt orr this isstre Tlre ranks of tlte trrriolt were able

to perceive frorrr actrral strrrggle-experiettcc tlrat tlre correct trertd wau

for srrch a figlrt ott tlte issttc of ttstrry. rvltcreas tlle wrollg trerld was

dcserting the battlefield. Ttre actttal perforrllallce of tlte state leaderslrip

after it usurped tlie Ieadership of tlre Nlaiscrkltarra strtrggle left rro dotrbt

irr thetr tniltds on tltis issrre. \Mlert tlrc Propoltcllts of the wrortg trerld

argrred tlrat the leaders of the N4aiserklrarta stntggJe lrad brouglrt repres-

sion urrrtecessarily on the peasarlts for a trivial isstre, their starld back-

fired ort tltetti. Civelt the trattrre of tlle isstre, tlre peasallts were prePared

for strclr sacrifices' ln tet'tlts of tllei r practical class stnrqqle' then' they

1,cre able to differeptiate betrveert the positiorls of the two trerrds.

r\rrotlrcr cxanrltlc of ltorv tl;c ralrks gr aspccl a polltical isstre irt tltc

course of class strtr_t!:le was otl tlre que
frorn ties to political parties. Or',ri,lg tir.
level nffi^^l c^t^t- tlwel office-bearers foisted. orr the latrat fbrces i, strrr-teJe, nn Actio,
pol 

trd liartrerttary politiEl parties and

tlte 
Up Corrrrrrittee attelllpted tO usurp

co, 
st rrorrglr this experielrce the ranks

wi,rds up rob bi ng tr, 
" 

oal,,,o.rn,,. 
rlg]l'jr"lfl Hllil:' :?"X.,"j'ff:::orgarrisation.

Tlte sartte principl.e that applies to political qtrestio,s,olds fororgarrisatiorrar issues. That is, the rarks are able to grasp orgarrisatio,arissrres, arrd participate in tlrcrn. ,ut.,",., tl.,"i,'nre a$e to relatc tlrern to ttreirdircct class st^rggre issres. Urtil srrclr ii,.r'r" r, trrev are abre to dg_so,orgarrisatiorar issues srrorrrd .o croubt be forrg,ht out. but ttrey strouta notbe takerr bc-vo'd a rinrit. Trre correct ti",,J,,,ny lrave to be prepared for' sollre losses as a resurt of orga,isatio,ar lvro,gs dorre to it u,tir that tir,e.For exarrrple, rvrrire the represer tati'es of-trre wrorg i^,rJ,,*.,urr"-trrred votes arrd carried our various other rvrrolesar. ilr&,,1;ri;", tr,r.,"1999 6sl1fslsrrce of tlre rrrrion. there rvas tl
beyo.d n poi,,t,- especia r ry as trre o,=o,,,rrl, J1i ;l:Jl- iJi:l;]-rthl:t:;
stagrraiion. rvith no serious struqg:res aloot. \Mrereas ,ater, whe, t,re ranksrvere able to perceive trre rrrotives of trre nrri,g ailiance r,., ,iiiu.,i.;,.,gS,khdev Kokri, a,d rerate it to trre actrrar-struggres irr wrricrr rre rrad beeupror,nert, tlrey courd effectiver_y irterverc a,d sa right trreorg;rr,;lrtio,rrt

rrr isdeed.

, Seco'd11. the orgarrisers were eft-ective i, ertstrt.ittg rlte tttoxitrttttttrletttcct.'otic po,ticipotiort o1[ trte t.otrks irt rrte itttter-ot.gattisoriottor
stt'uggle, TIris is lirrked to rlre first point. Because tlre issucl r,uer. poredi' te.rs of thc practical (arrd orrgoi'ng; class strrgre, trre peasart ra,ksrvere abrc to grasp therrr Arrd becaLLse t'ey r'ere able to grasp.trre is-srres' rhey were able to panicipate irr trre st^'ggle. Further, tt"r. o-r!.n;r.r,rvere Able to devise sr.rcrr forrrrs alrd fortrrrs as rvourcr tap trreir derro_cratic poterriial

Thirdly' wlrire trre correct trerd .rairrrairccr orgarrisatiorrar discipri,e irrits tnre spirit' it did .ot do so brirdrl,rrrd rrrc,crrrrricaily The totrchstorrewas the rreeds of the strrrgg:re, ii, ,r.il [cr.nrs As corrrcr bc foilorvcd bv the



rrraJorit)' of the rartks. Several exatttples catr be cited' During the

Ir,laiserklrana struggle, tlre state leadership, alarrtted by tlle advatrce of
the correct trertd, directed that orte district cottttttittee arrd its ranks could

pot copte ip srrpport t 'altotltct'dtlrirrg a strtrgle. lf arly sttqh support

rvas requiled, it wotrld ltave to bq got tlrlotrglt tlte state cottttttittee. This

pateltly ltotivated ptove was so ctearly gpposed to tlte interests of tfte

poasant stntglq.lc tltat it cotrld be dcfied rvitllotrt rlttrcll rvorry, sirlce thc

ratrks of tlre orgarrisation cotrld easilygraslr the issttcs at stake Sirrlilarly'

tlrere is no provision in tlre BKU (Ekta)coltstitLrtiorl for a Kisan Courrcil

Bqt rvlrerr peasants were able to sce t[e rreed for sorrre body witll tlre

atrtlroritV to diOate to the state cottttttittee. tlrey errrbraccd the idea, arld

the orgarrisatiorral objeaiorls of the state corllr)tittee becattte irrelevarlt

(r11fact, tlrey hacl to cortfirrc tlrci r objectiotls to saYillq tlrat orrly t[ey wcre

cnlllowcr ccl to clrll tltc Ktslttt (iotrlrcrl)

No doubt, ap it.t.lpomarlt factor ip tlre srrccess of tlre struqgje was tlle

crpabilitl/ of tlre teant leadirrg the strttg,le lf tlte correct trend is to ef-

tcctively figlrt ttre wroltg trcnd, it tntlst be able to develop tterv forltts arrd

llteans for corttitrttitlg tltc strLrg,le, orl tlte basis of tlre nerv developrrletrts

irr tlre wrotrg trettd. Orte stlcll sig'l of dcvelopntellt was tlre thct that the

correct trerrd rvas able to keep its allies rvitlr it, arrd wi6 new allies Tlrese

allies provided a touchstone of conllnorl peasattt setltilllellt, outside tlre

ci rcle of tlrose'directly urtder the irtfltrelce of the correct trertd The

clear-cut attitrrde of tlre allies siglalled tlre organisers of the correct trerld

tlrat tlre sittratiorl was ripe for the cotlrse r'rrrdertakerr'

lf tlte correct trerrd does rrot creatively apply the lirre, its effleaive-

ness, howcyer proper its positiorls rrriglrt bc,',vill be lirrrited ltt the cottrsc

of strrrglilg against the rvrorlg trerrd. tlle correct trerrd itself lllLlst de-

u"lop. ii,,.,,,st uot face devcloprrrents spontalleossly, but plan arrd pre-

pare the ralks for tlrept. At every tryist alld ttlrll of tlre strtrgele, tlre

orgalisers of tlre correct trertd assessed tlle situatiort alld prepared the

teants of activists for the cotllillg devcloptnerrts, artd for collfrolltillg the

\vro1g treud. Each slclt cotlirolltatiorr for rv[ich the rattks artd activists

hacl beerr prepared. arrd irr rvlrich they rver.e tlterefole able to acqult tl)cr)l'

selves well, gave tl'lell ipcreased collfidellce irt tlre correct trettd alld rrl

tlrei r own capacitY.

Frrrally, rvitltirt tlte,corrcct trcrtd itscl,t. thcrc are s1;vcral slrades of

op'lro.. lt is ,ccessarr' for trrc orga'isers of thc correct ,r",Ja!,,,dy
:l]:ll .1rd,.arrylur persuasiorr afd ,t,.r',.q:*rlc in a posirive way ar)ronq
rr rcs e r re.ds,o "n"o,,.i,';;:; ;;:;,,;fr : li,l,.::; l;ilav 

a r)'o,s
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