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Documents
Regarding the Dissolution of the
Communist International
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RESOLUTION OF TS EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE
COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL (ECCIH) PRESIDIUM RE(C-
OMMENDING THE DISSOLUTION OF THE COMMUNIST
INTERNATIONAL

15 May 1943
World News and Tiews. xxiii, 22 p 169,29 NMay 1043

The historic role of the Communist Intemational, which was found in
1919 as a result of the politic: T union of the great majority of old, pre-war
working-class parties. consis'ed in upholding the principles of Marxism
from vulganization and distortion by the opportunist elements in a number
of countries of the vanguard of the foremost workers in real working-
class partics. and in helping them to mobilize the workers for the defence
of their economic and politic: 1 iterests and for the struggle against fas-
cism and war the latter was preparing and for support of the Soviet
Union as the chief bulwark azamnst fascism

The Communust International from the first exposed the real meaning
of the “Anti-Connnten: Paci™. as a weapon for the preparation of war by
the Hitlentes Long before the war. 1t ceasclessly and tirelessly exposed
the vicious, subversive work of the Hitlerites who masked it by their
screams about the so-called interference of the Communist Intemational
m the mternal affairs of these States

But long before the war it vecame more and more clear that, with the
mereasing complications in the mtemal and mtemational relations of the
various countries, any sort of ntemational centre would encounter insu-
perable obstacles i solving the problems facing the movement in each
separate country, The deep differences of the historic paths of develop-
ment of various countries. the differences in their character and even
contradictions in their socie! orders. the differences in the level and tempo

of their economic and political development, the differences. finally, in
the degree of consciousness and organisation of the workers. conditioned
the different problems facing the working class of the various countries.

The whole development of events in the last quarter of a century. and
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the experience accumulated by the Conmnuniet International convine-
ingly showed that the orgamizational forn of ur iting the workers chosen
by the first congress of the Communist [ntemational answered the con-
ditions of the first stages of the working-class movement but has been
outgrown by the growth of this movement and by the complications of its
problems in separate countries. and has 2van become a drag on the fur-
ther strengthening of the national working-class parties

The World War that the Hitlentes have Ict loose has stifl further sharp-
cned the differences in the situation of the separate countries, and has
placed a decp dividing line between those countrics which fell under the
Hitlerite tvranny and those freedom-loving peopls who have united 1 a
powerful anti-Hitlerite coalition

In the countries of the Hitlerite Hlo- he tundamental task of the
working class. the toilers. and all honest [-eople consists in giving all help
for the defeat of this bloc. by sabotage of the Hitlerite mihitary machine
from within. and by helpmg to overthrow the Governent who are guilty

of the war Inthe countries of the antr Hlerne coahinon the sacred duty

of the widest masses of the people. and ain the fist place of the foremost
workers. consists in arding by cvery means the nulitary efforts of the
Govemments of these countries amnied at the speediest defeat of the
Hitlerite hloc and the assurance of the friendship of nations based on
their equality

At the same time the fact must not b lost sighi ol ihat separate
countries which are members of the an -Hitlerite coalition have their
own particular problems. For example 1 countries occupied by the
Hitlerites which have lest their State ind :pendence the basic task of the
foremost workers and of the wide masses of the people consists in pro-
moting armed struggle. developmg mto atational wan of liberation agamst
Hitlerite Germany, At the same time. the war of ltberation of the free-
dom-loving peoples against the Hitlerite tyranny. which has brought into
movement the masses of the people. unitmg them withour difference of
party or religion in the ranks of a powerful ant-Hitlerite coalition, has
demonstrated with still greater cleames: that the gencral natienal up-
surge and mobilization of the people for the speediest victory over the
enemy can be best of wil and most tritfully carned out by the vanguard
of the working-class movement of cach scpiarate country, working, within
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the franiework of its own country

Already the seventh congress of the Communicr Intemational meet-
ing m 1935, raking into account the change(s) that haa taken ptace ou.
m the intemational situation and in the workimg-class movements that
demand great flexibility and independence of its sections in deciding the
problems confronting them. emphasized the necessity for the Execi{ive
Commltl?c of the Communist International, n deciding all questions of
the working-class movement arising from the concrete conditions and
peculianties of zach country, to make a rule of avoiding interference in
the mtemal organizational affairs of the conimunist parties These same
consider itions guided the Commumist Intemational in considering the
resotution of the Cornmunist Party of the US A of November 1940 (jn 1ts
withdraveal fronn the ranks of the Communist International

Guided by the judgment of the founders of Marxism-Leninism, com-
munists haye never been supporters of the conservation of organiza-
tional fois that have outlived themselves They have always s\ubordl-
nated forms of organization of the working-class movement and the
methods of working of such organizations, to the fundamental poirical
nterest of the working-class movement as a whole, to the peculiarities
of the concrete historical situation and to the probiems immediately re-
sulting from this situation They remember tie example of the great f\'-lm,\',
who united the foremost workers in the ranks of the Working Men's
Intemational Association, and. when the First Intemational had fulfilled
its historical task, laying the foundations for the development of the work-
mg-class parties in the countries of Europe and Amenca, and, as a result
of the matured situation creating inass national working-class parties,
dissolved the First International inasmuch as this form of organization
already no longer corresponded to the demands confronting it

In consigeration of the above, and taking into account the growth and
political maturity of the communist parties and their leading cadres in the
separate countries. and also having in view the fact that during the preseit
war se oo seetions have rased the question of the disselution of the
Commuast ntemational as the directing cantie of the intemational work
ing class maovement

The Presidium of the Exccutive Committee of the Communist Inter-
national. m the circumstances of the World \War not being able to con-
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vene a congress of the Communist Inemational, puts forward the fol-
lowing proposal for ratification by the scerions of the Communist Inter-

national.

The Conununist Intemational. as the directing centre of the intema-
tional working-class movement, is to be dissolved, thus freeing the sec-
tions of the Communist Intemationa! from their obligations ansing from
the statutes and resolutions of the congresses of the Communist Intema-
tional,

The Presidium of the Executive Ccmmittee of the Communist Inter-
national calls on all supporters of the Communist Intemational to con-
centrate their energies on whoie-hearte1 support of and active participa-
tion in the war of liberation of the peoples and States of the anti-Hitlerite
coalition for the speediest defeat of tic deadly enemy of the working
class and toilers — German fascism and its associates and vassals

The Presidium of the Executive Connnittee of the Communist Inter-
national

(Signed)

G. DIMITROV
M. ERCOLI

W. FLORIN

K. GOTTWALD
V. KOLAROV
J. KOPLENIG
O. KUUSINEN
D. MANUILSKY
A. MARTY

W. PIECK

M. THOREZ

A, ZHDANOV

The following representatives of conmmuust partics also append their
signatures to the present resolution:
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BIANCO (ltaly)
DOLOKES IBARRURI (Spain)
LEKHTININ (Finland)
ANNA PAUKER (Romania)
MATTHIAS RAKOSI (Hungary)

Moscow. 15 May 1943

ENDNOTE: Interviewed on the dissolution of the Communist International
by Reuwiers™ chief Moscow correspondent. Stalin said:

“The dissolution of the Communist International is proper and timely L »-
cause it facilitates the organisation of the common onslaught of all freedom-
leving nations against the common enemy — Hitlerism. The dissolution of the
Comnunist International is proper because:

“(a) It exposes the lie of the Hitlerites to the effect that *Moscow” allegedly
intends to intervene in the life of other nations and to ' Bolshevise” them. An end
1S now being put to this lie.

“(b) It exposes the calumny of the adversaries of Communism within the
Labour movement to the ¢ Tect that Communist Parties in various countries are
allegedly acting not in the interests of their people but on orders fron outside
Anend is now being put to this calumny

“(c) It facilitates the work of patriots of all countries for uniting the progres-
sive forces of their réspective countries, regardless of party or religious faith,
into a single camp of nationat liberation — for unfolding the struggle against
Fascism,

“(d) It facilitates the work of patriots of all countries for uniting all freedom-
loving peoples into a single international camp for the fight against the menace
of world domination by Hitlerism. thus clearing the way to the future organisation
of a companionship of nations based upon their equality.

"I think that all these circumstances taken together will result in a further
strengthening of the United Front of the Allies and other united nations in their
fight for victory over Hitlerite tyranny. | feel that the dissolution of the Commu-
nist International is perfectly timely — because it is exactly now, when the
Fascist beast is exerting, its last strength, that it is necessary 1o organise the
common onslaught of freedom-loving countries to finish off this beast and to
deliver the people from Fascist oppression.™)
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STATEMENT OF THE PRESIDIUM OF THE ECCI ON THE
DISSOLUTION OF THE COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL

S June 1943
World Neves ane Views xxim 23 p 197010 June 1943

At its last meeting on 8 June 1943, the Presidim of the Executive
Committee of the Commumst International considered the decisions re-
cerved from its Sections i connection wi hits proposals of 15 May 1943,
on the dissolution of the Commuiust International. and decided the fol-
lowing;

1. That the proposal on the dissolution of the Communist International
has been approved by

The Communist Party of Austraha, Commumist Party of Austna,
Communist Party of the Argentine, Comniust Party of Belgium, Com-
munist Party of Bulgana, Communist Party of Great Britain, Comumunist
Party of Hungary, Communist Party of Germany, Conununist Party of
treland, Communist Party of Svain, Communist Party of Italy, Comnw-
nist Party of Canada, the Uhited Socialiit Party of Catalonia, the Com-
munist Party of China. the Communist Pa 1y of Colombna, the Revolu-
tonary Communist Union of Cuba. the Commemst Party of Mexico, the
Workers™ Paity of Poland. the Communist Pay v of Rumama, the Com-
munist Party of Syria. the Communist Porty of the Soviet Union, the
Communist Panty of Uruguay. the Comm st Pasty of Fuiland, the Com-
munist Party of France. the Commun s Party of Czechoslovakia, the
Communist Party of Chile. the Communist Party of Switzerland, the
Communist Party of Sweden, the Comninust Party of Yugoslavia, the
Communist Party of the Union of South Atrica the Conmmunist Interma-
tional of Youth (which is incorporated v1 “he Communist Intemational
with the full rights of a Section)

2 That not one of the existing Sections of the Conmmunist Intemational
sent in any objection to the proposal of the Presidium ot the EC
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In view of all this the Presidium of the Exccutive Committee of the
Commuist Intemational declares

| That the proposal for the dissolution of the Communist Intemational
has been unammously approved by all Sections able to send n thair dect-
stons. including all the most important Sections

2 it constders that as from the 10th of June, 1943 the Exccutive Com-
mittee of the Communist Intemational, the Presidium and Sccretariat of
the Executive Committee. as well as the Intemational Control Commis-
ston, have been dissolved

3 It entrusts to a committee composed of Dimitrov (as Chatrman),
Manuilsky, Ercoli. and Pieck to carry out the actual winding up of the
affairs of the organs, apparatus. and property of the Communist Intema-
tional

(Signed) on behalf of the Presidium of the ECCI

DINIITROV

ENDNOTL "The Chinese CP central committee expressed s full agreciment
{with the resotution of the Presidium): the Commtern had fulfilled 1ts nstorical
mission in protecting Marxisn from distortion, in helping progressive forces to
unite. in supporting the Soviet Union and fighting, fascism. and it had done all in
its power to bring about co-operation between the KMT and the CCP: in s
orpasaticnal form it had now outlived tself. The CCP had received much help
from the Comintern in its revolutionary struggle, but the Chinese communists
had now for a long time been free to decide independently onits policy and put
it into effect ™ -- from the introduction to the above statement 1 Docrnentts of
the Commumst International edited by Jane Degras
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In mtd-1970 the Communist Party ¢f India (Marxist-Leninist) des-
patched a delegation to Peking in mid-1970 for discussions with the lead-
ership of the Communist Party of China The delegation was to consist
of three comrades (Souren Bose. Saro) Datta. and Suniti Kumar Ghosh)
The latter two were unable to go for reasons bevond their control, and
the former left for Pekmg via London wd Tirana {Albanta) towards the
end of August 1970 S K Ghosh recounts that “Dunng, the interview
Souren Bose. as he said to us, was tcld by the Chinese leaders not to
take notes. not to put m writing anvthing about it before reaching India
According to him, he jotted down some notes i his hotel after the inter-
view and these notes were developed into this report after his arrival in
Caleutta.™ (The Hisroric Tiurning Pori A Liberation Anthology, ed.
Suniti Kumar Ghosh, vol 11, Souren Eose's ‘eport of the interview has
been reproduced in the same volume, o331)

We have taken the following version of this interview from Ex-
periences of Chinese Revoliution: Som s inpublished Notes. a Novem-
ber 1980 publication of Asia News and Information Service, Montreal.
Canada. distributed by the Indian People’s Association of North America
(IPANA). The “Preface’ to the publica icn states as follows:

“Reports and articles being producec in this booklet were obtained by
Asia News and Information Service from a Third World delegation which
visited the People’s Republic of Chinain 079

“The first of these reports is an accou nt of the discussion held in 1970
between Chou En-Lai of the Commumis Party of China and Sourcn
Bose. a representative of the Communist Paity of India (Marxist-Lennst)
The report is based on the minutes of tie talk, which the leadership of
the Communist Party of China released to the visiting delegation. . On
his retum from China. Souren Bose was arrested by the Indian state
Details of the meeting were never published

“In producing these texts no attempt has been made to improve the
grammar or the style of the presentation

Similarly. we have followed exactly the Asia News and Information
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Service text. and have not attempted to correct the spelling, grammar, or
stvle of presentation

No explanation is given in the text or the publisher’s preface for the
first and last paragraphs of the text. which do not form part of the inter-
view. We do not have anv further information about this text apart from
the above

The purpose of reproducing this interview n the present contest s
that it provides a revealing glimpse of the approach of the Conumunist
Party of China to one aspect of its proletarian intemational responsibihi-
ties, namely. its relations with fratemal parties Despite the vast gap
political level and strength between the two parties (the CPC and the
CPIML), the Chinese comrades take carce to hold the talks on an equal
footing, The Chinese comrades stress that onlyv Indian commumists can
properly integrate Marxism-Leninism with the concrete condition of In-
dra Only within this frame. and in the spint of “leaming from each other ™.
do theyv offer their comments and suggestions, on the basis of their own
neh expericnee

ABOUT THE TALK HELD IN 1970 BETWEEN COMRADE
CHOU EN LAl AND COMRADE SOUREN BOSE

From India, we have leamt several versions about the minutes of this
talk. First of alt, we arc certain that on October 20,1970, there had been
a talk betwveen Comrade Chou En Lai and Comrade Souren Bose \We
have gone through some of the versions of this talk prevailing in India;
the content of them are almest the same Comrades, If you are inter-
ested in this quastion, 1 am ready to inform you the main points of this
talk. 1 e about your party. Indian revolution and basic experience of the
Chinese revolution

First of all. Comrade Chou said to him. “I am very sorry, because |
have not been able to neet vou for so long ™

Comrade Bese answered. “It does not matrer because vou are so
OUSY 1N your werk T

Comrade Chou On the one hand this is because | was busy im my
work. on the other hand. 1t takes much time to ¢o through all of vou
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materials. | have not yet gone through a'l »f your maternals

“We have had too little talks with 2ach other In accordance with
Chairman Mao’s instructions. we have lone very insufficient job in the
mtemational communmist movement ™

Comrade Chou also asked somcthing about specific conditions of
Comrade Bose's joumey. He went on to say.

“You have undergone a long journer to pav a visit to China and to
have talks with us. We welcome vou and zongratulate you on the foun-
dation of your party and also on the success of your First National Party
Congress and also for the victory of vou  causes This1s a victory for the
[ndian people and also for the intermational connunist movement as a
whole Your party was born in the struggle aganst imnperialism, feudal-
ism. comprador capitalism and modermn revisionism You have four en-
emies. i.e.. you have four mountams on the back of the Indian people:
you have one more than that of the Chnese: We had three In the pro-
cuss of development of the international communist movement and also
on the question of ideologies there 1s a da k side also On the formation
of social imperialism by Sovict. thisis som thing bevond cur experienees
For us. it was a new thing, At that tmie we were strugghng against them
for 10 vears It has some difference with old hine revisionists because of
political power, armed forces. ctc . under their rule. We congratulate the
mitial victory of vour party This 1s anevevictory in India after the second
world war We congratulate on the stard of the frateral party. 1 think,
Comrade Bose has gone through Charnnmian Nao's article. “On the
People’s Democratic Dictatorship™ This was wiitten alter the victory
of 1940 i.c. when we entered the cities i that article, Charnman Mao
mentioned about the main weapons by wlich our party has won victory
of the Chinese revolution Today | am gong to mention them for the
reference of our Indian comrades Comiade Mao sad, "We relied upon
these three weapons for the victony of the Chinese revolution. viz.. party.
army and united front.” On the question of the party, Charman Mao
sard. A well disciplined party which 15 armed by theory of Marxism-
Leninism, adopts the method of self-cr ticisin and keeps i close touch
with the masses of the people”
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“Now. let me say something about how we used the theory of Marx-
1ism-Leninism to arm our party. On this question. Chairman Mao often
said that we should integrate the universal truth of Marxism-Leninism
with the concrete conditions of our revolution During the carly days.
when we mentioned Mao's thought. we took this as the main content of
Mao thought, i.e . we took the integration of universal truth of Marxism-
Lenmisn with the conerete situation of the Chinese revolution: This is
because i mtegrating the universal truth of Marxism-Leninism with the
concrete condition of the Chinese revolution, Chatrman Mao has done
the best and the greatest development. So, Chairman Mao is considered
to be the zreatest Marxist-Lenmist: So, at each historical erucial moment
and at each impaortant tuming of Chinese revolution. itis Chairman Mao
who excelled or rescued or remedied the general ortentation of the Chi-
nese revolution, Whenever we failed to do things in accordance with
Chairman Niao's mstructions. the revolution met with failures or sct-
backs | am 1ot going to the details of how Chairman Mao developed
Marxism-Leninism,”

_Comrade Chou continued to say, “Chairman Mao has always taught
us. even if it is a universal truth, it should be bound with the actual condi-
tion of a ce tain country and 1t should be through the revolutionary prac-
tices of the revolutionary comrades in that certain country. That means.
it should be bound with that concrete practice, and on that basis they
should form their own revolutionary line. If itis universal truth, it cannot
be transplanted ™

Comiade ¢Chou took the example of wreat proletanan cuitural revolu-

tion to show livm He snid

“The graat proletarian cultural revolution is a continuation of Chinese
revolution mder the dictatorship of the proletarat, and it cannot be car-
vied out 1.+ absence of the dictatorship of the prolctariat The revolution
of each country has its own charactenstic Therefore, | tell you, Com-
rade Bose, that a fratemal party is after all a fraternal party This 1s not
the same party; because i each country, it has different historical back-
ground, enviromment, ana different historical development. So, to win
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revolution in that particular country. we must integrate Marxism-Lemnism
with the concrete condition of that country. aad on that basis formulate a
correct Marxist-Lenimist line: So. on this pornt CPC and Chairman Mao
are n no way too modest In accordance with Charrman Mao's explana-
tion. to be modest is to scek truth fron facts So. v this case, 1f we are
modest. this being modest 15 correct So. tars is by no means hypocracy
of the bourgeoisic,”

Comrade Chou said. "By sceking truth from facts, we mean, the In-
dian revolution should rely upon the Indian Leftist comrades throngh their
revolution to work out their own correct po-itical hne and also through
their revolutionary practice. train and steel “hetr own leadership and
this regard no other party can do instead of them ™ Comrade Bose said.

“In the present lntemational Conmmmunist Movement, Chairman Mao
has his authority.”

Comrade Chou said. “We do not deny this After Marx, Engels, Lenin,
and Stalin, in the present day. Chairman Mao has persisted in truth of
Marxism-Leninism and persisted i the principle to the highest degree
and persisted in fighting against nmperialism, revisionism, and world re-
action and big country like China. consisting of 1/4 of total population of
the world, pursued the revolution of the prolctanat. This has made world
people happy and also look forward to China But Chairman Mao to the
Chinese party and to the Chinese revolution. transplant all this to the
Indian revolution, that will not be correct As comrade-in-arms and stu-
dents of Chairman Mao, if we offer some information to the Indian com-
munists (M-L), can this be more proper than what we uttered? Not nec-
essarily so. This is completely impossible. That means, it is not possibie
for us to offer you any information which is better than what you decide.
So. this is unnecessary and also impossiblc. Thercefore, between us. there
can be relationship between comrades \What we can do is to just base
on vour presentation and to offer you some information for vour refer-
ence only and when we do this, we proceed from the attitude of leaming,
if we do beyond this, that will not be in correspondence with Mao-Tse-
Tung thought and that will be a violation of Chairman Mao's teachings
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That means we will commit m.stakes Therefoie. we ask the CPI(ML)
to consider. If you say CPC is a party of leadership and Chairman Mao
leader of your party this is not proper. To be frank. this is not in corre-
spondence with Mao's thought and this is what Charrman Mao has con-
stantly opposed. In 1957, at Noscow conference held by fratemal par-
ties. Chairman MNao said that we opposed the patriarchal party. So sov-
ing, this not only re ‘erred to Khrushcev but also to Staim. Intus life time
Stalin, in some of his information given by him to Chinese revolution, was
wrong, Of course. Stalin was a great intemational communist and his
merit outnumibered his demierits, On the question of opposing patriarchal
parties some of (he fratemal parties agree with us, but some disagree
But those persons like Khrushceev disagreed Nowadays the Soviet revi-
sionist renegade chque still uses this tactics to direct those parties under
the dictatorship. But there baton is less and less effective now. Espe-
cially when the Soviet Union sent troops to occupy Czechoslovakia, those
directing baton has been less and less effective. You had a debate with
Dasgupta on the question of occupation of Czechoslovakia by Soviet
Union. What you have done is alright. So far as the relationship between
fratemnal parties is concemed. Chairman Nao has touched upon another
question, that is of communist intemational. The first communist interna-
tional was founded after the publication of the Commumist Manifesto,
and it gave the impetus to the communist movement in the initial days,
but the working class movement of cach country produced their own
leadership. The Paris commune was the first communist revolution 1n
the world, But it was not led by the First Commuinst International, It was
waged by the French workine class itself The Socialist October revolu-
tion of Russia won its victory when the Second Communist Intermational
became revisionist and lost its role, and this october revolution won its
victory under the leadership of Lenin and by the Russian Proletariat it-
self. After the victory of QOctober revolution, there was a new Commu-
nist International to prepare the communist movement in the world as a
whole and also the communist movement of all countnies to free them-
selves from the influence of revisionists as well as social democracy, but
we do nothing beyond this and if there is some superior party to direct
the movement in different countries — this 1s wrong, This 1s because the
world is so vast that it is not possible for anyv party to know the conditions
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m different countrics. and cach party has its own historical conditions
Each country’s revolution is in different stages and also it is different in
nature Itis only possible for the revolutionary party of a certain country

to mtegrate the universal truth of Marxism-Lenimsm with the concrete
condition of that country If a supertor party or an mtemational party has
to 1ssue orders or directives for another party,. even inferior in organiza-
tional matters. this is bound to comnnit nustakes Chimais a case in point
Therefore Chairman Mao said. when the Thizd Comvmunist International
was dissolved, the Chinese revolution won its victory I view of the
historical lessons m the present stiuggle agvnst modem revisionisn, it 1s
duty of our party and vour party as well as other fratemal parties fighting
against medem revisionisi to exchange information and help each other.
But if we want to set up with reluctance an international organization,
there will be mistakes. Now the situation 1s quite different trom those
during the days of the October Revolution. Now the sitaation has be-
come more and more complicated

“Some of the political parties after seiz ng political power have gone
revisionist. Some of the parties though have won state power, yet they
are still fighting against worst enemy and some of the parties have split
up into several splinter groups. 1t1s only through revolutionary struggle at
honie, we can see that the parties which can train therr own leaders and
can formulate a correct ine on the basis of integrating Marxism-Lennisim
with the concrete situation of their own countrv, are alright. it cannot be
done through groping in the dark. Therefore, Chairman Mao said, when
the leftist parties come to contact with us, we should receive them and
exchange views with them Butitis improper for some party to try to set
up an intemational organization and tieat cut party as a party of leader-
ship just as some parties did to the CPSU Tlus i: not proper, There are
too many historical lessons in this field. By doing so, we cannot help the
fratemal parties their ability of bemyg indepandent and having imtiative in
their hand On the contrary. to rely upon tie oprions of a big party 1s
very dangerous and it s bound for us to conmut nustakes itis so danger-
ous that when we do not know the conditions well, but we try 1o give
opimions to direct certain parties Therefore, our frateral parties should
keep in touch with each other on an cqual footing and all the fraternal
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parties should have independence and initiative in deciding things; and
this is question on which the success and failure of the revolution de-
pend. This is because it is upto ourselves to sum up and accumulate
experiences and raise it to the level of theory and also get it integrated
with Marxism-Leninism. So, on this question, we had talked with Com-
rade Bose and we emphasized it again and again. Now the world is
divided into different nations and different countries. Though the pro-
nationalism 1s the cominon thing for all of our parties but i making revo-
Jution, we should start from the spectfic conditions of our own country
So. in making revolution we must take into full account our national char-
acteristic. If we regard the leader who is directing the revolution in an-
other country as our own leader, this is not good because this will hurt the
national feelings of that country and the working class of that certain
country does not think it well. So, we say, this is not proper in the ficlds of
theory as well as practice. To respect the great Marxist-Leninist leader
of the world is one thing and to take him as the leader of another party is
quite another: So, this is a big problem, by no means a small matter in the
development of your party as also on the question of leading the Indian
reyolution to victory. This is a matter of principle. So, | cannot but men-
tion it again because it is a matter of principle. So far for how to use
Marxism-Leninism for arming the party.”

Comrade Chou continued to say, “Mao said that this party is a party
which maintains close link with the masses of the people. This has two
meanings. One, the part [parn — Comrade] is the vangaurd of the
prolctariat; it is not a mass organization. Second, this vangaurd of prole-
tariat. if it does not maintain close touch with the masses, it does not
follow the mass line, it will be divorced from the masses of the people.
After we scized the state power in the country as a whole there is still
the probiem of keeping close touch with the masses of the people. This is
a question of following mass line. Prior to the victory of the revolution,
we had many experiences and lessons on this respect and we committed
errors on the matters of political line on many occasions. | think Com-
rade Bose knows them well. Due to the error of right opportunism pur-
sued by Chen Tu Hsu, our revolution met with failure. Chen Tu Hsu
betrayed the revolution, surrendered and capitulated with the bourgeois,
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betrayed the interest of the masses of 1he people, hence the failure of
first Chinese revolution. In the period of agrarian revolution, we commit-
ted mistake of left opportunism on thiec occasions. So. we were di-
vorced from the masses of the people. In those davs, we failed to fully
mobilize the masses of the people and make revolution together with
masses of the people but we just organized a few vangaurd elements to
do the things.”

Comrade Chou said, "I can give you two instances to show one of
city and another of country side. In the cities, parties should be kept a
secret organization. But due to the left deviationist line, we refused to g0
among the workers in factories and studets in schools, et to do pains-
taklng and meticulous work In Shangha | e organized so called flying
meetings. [n the big cities on the occasion of some festrvals, viz,. May
Day, we organized some students to organizc r: Iy with big banners and
also distribqte teaflets from high building: . This was wrong, In the begin-
ning many people joined in such meeting and gradually less and less, and
finally they were exposed and arrested Ly Kucmintang. This ts one of
the instances in the cities. Another situation was as follows. When the
reactionary ruling class suppressed the revolutionaries in the.cities, we
Just organized a few sccret armed forces o kill those who unleashed
white terror in the citics and we killed sone of them. By doing so, we
may inspire the masses of the people for the time being but if we use this
method to mobilize the masses of people this won't do. This is so be-
cause in those days the armed forces of tie reactionaries were far stronger
than those of us, and anv how revolutiona -ics would be arrested by them
and this will not be helpful for mobilizing :h» masses again, -

““In the country side. after the defeat o the first great revolution,
there were such sifuations. There are two phenomena — one is suc-
cessful armud struggle In those vears we riobilized masses of the people
to go deep among the masses of the people in the country side. anong
the farm laborers and poor peasants and “ise them in struggle for food
grains, for higher wages, etc . and for guerrilla warfare It accordance
with Chairman Mao’s instructions, we did this But one principle we
ought to give attention is that we must mcbilize the breadest masses of
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the people. When it is necessary, we may kill very few local bullies and
tyrants who incurred bitter hatred of the masses of the people; but when
we kill them, this should be done on the basis of the demand of the
masses of the people and we should try them before killing them. They
should be tried before the people. When the masses of the people are
fully mobilized and we also use the armed forces to defend the fruits of
the struggle and distribute the land and food grains. under the such cir-
cumstances the peasant masses dare to distribute land and food grains
among themselves. Hence, the extension of armed forces and guerrilta
units; and the guerrilla units then grow from small the big and weak to
strong; in this situation, the peasant movement were developed in a wave
like. That means it is developed from a few villages to more villages and
the armed forces of ours were expanded from small to big. So, in this
wav, we gradually established a small base area, Such base areas are
the fruits of armed struggle. That means, we used armed forces to de-
fend political power. In these base areas, we relied upon armed forces to
seize political power so as to defend the fruits of agrarian revolution. So,
in the first volume of selected works of Chairman Mao, such questions
were mentioned. In fighting battles it is common that we suffered from
defeats and lost some areas. and we had to shift from one place to the
other. But any how, the armed struggle must be integrated with masses
of the people. In mobilizing masses of the people openly, we must have
some agrarian policy and through practice make them into agrarian pro-
grams. And we should recruit party members ainong the advanced ele-
ments of the peasantry. It 1is in this way that we established revolutionary
base area in Chingkangsang and in other places, and in the same way,
we expancled some base areas into bigger ones. Armed struggle led by
Comrade Viao and other comrades are experiences of successes. The
revolution iy base areas led by other comrades got victorious when they
acted in accerdance with Cha:rman Mao's line, principles and methods

“After the defeat of first 1evolution, another phenomenon appeared
that was leftist deviationist line and putchism. We relied upon few per-
sons to go to the country side with arms and kill a few landlords. In doing
this we may mobilize the masses of the people for the time being in the
locality and dis:ribuse food grain. But we did not mobilize before hand,
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instead we just relied upon killing of" some landlords. And then the reac-
tionary armed forces in the country side and the cities rushed to the spot
very quickly and the handful of acvanced people with weapons were
forced to run, arrested or killed Sc, we suffered in those areas where
the leftist putchist line was carried oui. Therefore, in leading the armed
struggle m the country side, the crucial pointis party’s political line, prin-
ciples and policies, and it also depends upon whether we have mobilized
the masses of the people, relicd upor them or not. Otherwise, we cannot
get a strong foothold If we fail to cari y out a correet hine, policies and
principles and without relying upon and robilizing the masses of the people,
we cannot get a foot-hold Here, ancther question mentioned by Chair-
man Mao is that this party should ha /e the spirit of self-criticism. \Vher
we committed the mistake of putchism. if we have the spirit of making,
sclf criticism, correcting our mistake:. and carrying out correct lines #nd
policies formulated by Chairman Mao. hat would be good: and we have
many such experiences. If we refuse to malke self criticism and sum up
our experiences, it is bound to commt mistake, even n.ore serious mis-
takes of putchism. That was the outcanie of three leftist lines, especially
the last one represented by Wang Minz, At that time though we had vast
base areas, we lost it. Then we were compelled to a long march, This
was summed up at the Seventh National Party Congress. In the KMT
occupied areas the strength of the party was lost 100% and in the base
areas 90%. Previously we had 3 lakhs o/ armed forces but after the long
march, when we arrived at North Shens: province, we had only 30,000,
So. 90% was lost. Therefore, Chairma Ivao said, “Only when this party
combines theoretical basis of Marxisni-Leninism with the concrete con-
dition of the country, can we work ou: ¢ correct political line, Whether
the policy we adopted is right or wronz s to be tested through the mass
movement.” Just as Chairman Mao scid, we should adhere to the poli-
cies of the masses of the people and then raise it high level among the
nm'sses_and then test among the masues. We adhere to those policies
which are correct and rectify those 1hat are wrong It we refuse to
correct those wrong lines and wrong policies and we just stick to them.
there will be even more serious mistakes When we purs‘uéa wrong line,
the discipline of the party will be dissolved and no will listen to the words
of the party. In his “Left Wing Commun;si: An Infantile disorder”, Lenin
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said on the question of discipline — in observing discipline we shouldfr::lly
upon the consciousness of the masses and on the correc(;ness 0 t;z
paity leadership and this discipline should' also be tgstlﬂe among "

masses. The previous few words were sal.d by ‘Chmrm:\n Mao in lns
article on People’s Democratic Dictatorship Thls_ was formulated J}f
Chairman Mao on the basis of summing our experiences al?d successes
and failures of our revolutronary struggles after our natiorniwide victory

Comrade Chou said, “The second magic weapon for defentmg the
enemy by our party was an army under its leadership. .It. 1s only t!\e
armed forces under a party which carres out corres:t policies, that c..;m
win the victory. Just as Comrade Bose knows tlm; dun.ngt.he L?ng Mz.lrc,'h.
it was i 1935 at the Tsuni meeting that the leading pf)smon of CI\.anmn
Mao in the "entral Committee was estavlished, anc! cince then, ogr f‘&)ICCS‘
continued to expand day by day. Untit 1945, tl?nt 15, after the \,'lctor)lf of
anti-Japanese war our armed forces expanded from 20,000 to more than

I mitlion

“During the anti-Japanese war, anan, among the high rank}ng
cadres of the party, a rectification campaign was r;arrled out, and}dur-w:jg
the campaign, we criticized the wrong line and thmkmg among t 1;3 cad-
res, and after that we held a Congress, and the (_‘hmese revo 'utlcl)n
achievzd victory throughout the country. Therefore, in order to W”?,t 1?
victory ir: the revolution, we should have an army under the leadership o

the party

“The third weapon 15 the revolutionary unitgd front of various re'\/()’[l.l-
tionary classes and groups under the leaders.hlp Qf a party. Qn [hI‘S f\.s'—/
pect, we 1o not know much about the Indian situation. so we will Just saé
something about our experiences. If we Sa)‘/ that‘lndxa is like (:h!le[an»
both have the task of fighting imperialism, feudalas.m, bureaucrat}c (,ag?nz
talism, t -t means that we have the same revolutionary stage, 1.e., tu;t
stage of azmocratic re.alution. Chairman Mao has alwa_yls glf\/.(}l: giz,:t
impe.tance to the united front work. After the defegt ofhel nsl g rt ’
revolution in 1928, it was in Moscow where Fl1e Sixth N;\t101,1‘:| fa] f;
Congress was held In the Congress, we rectified the mistake of le
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putchism and defined the nature of Chiriese revolution to be Bourgeors
Democratic revolution. This revolution vas to be under the leadership of
the proletariat and was to be on the badis of the worker-peasant alliance,
but the question of the bourgeoisie wa:. not solved vet It was said in the
resolution adopted at the Sixth Natior al Party Congress that the bour-
geoisie followed the KMT in opposing the Chinese revolution. The Chi-
nese bourgeosie is flappy. Just as Comrade Bose said. many bourgeoisie
are comprador and they gradually established their factories. Since this
is bourgeois democratic revolutionary stage —— not the stage of socialist
revolution, so at this stage, the bourgeoisie are not to be abolished, and
the exploitation system and private properties are not to be abolished.
Therefore, the question of the bourgeoisic is to be studied well Among
the bourgeoisie, there are some nationa betravers and aiso patriots. So,
the bourgeoisie is divided into two groups Those patriots among the
bourgeois, though they came from compradors, but when they started
there own factories, they began to have contradiction with imperialism,
and they have patriotic ideas. Hence, we say that they are national bour-
geoisic in nature; so, they are patriots. Sinall and middle sized enterprises
have contradictions with the monopoly big enterprises, because the latter
attempt to swallow them up. But at the Sixth National Party Congress,
this question was not solved well. So, we dumped all bourgeoisie to-
gether as reactionaries. Hence, bourgeoisie became the target of attack
without discrimination. So, on this questicn, we did not apply “one divided
nto two™. In those days, in the countrysiile. most of the enterprises were
small and medium sized. But we confiscated them without discrimina-
tion. Therefore, in countryside, we purcued the ultra left line and at-
tacked the intermediate classes and secticns. Because of our wrong line,
cven the peasantry became dissatisfied vith us because they could not
buy things. We became isolated from ths masses. Chairman Mao dis-
agreed. He stood for winning over small and medium sized enterprises in
the countryside, at least neutralizing theni. So, the antagonism between
red and white areas would be covered up, and small and medium busi-
nessmen will come to the red areas. The «mall and medium sized enter-
prises as well as national bourgeois have their own political representa-
tives, and those political representatives ae always dissatisfied with the
KMT reactionaries. Therefore, under such circumstances, it was pos-

a7

sible for us. at least, to neutralize them and not to push all of them away
to the side of KMT reactionaries. This was during the time of agrarian

revoluticn

“During the anti-Japanese war, because of Japanese aggression against
China, Chinese revolution remained unchanged In order to fight against
foreign aggression, this united front was further expanded, and we had
further alliances. Basically speaking, it was the united front led by the
proletariat based on worker-peasant alliance and alliances with different
democratic parties, classes, and sections. Of course this development
covered different stages. The whole democratic revolutionary period can
be divided into several stages.

“Dunngthe democratic revolutionary period, apart from having united
front with exploiting classes, among the laboring people, there was also
united front. There was a united front of workers and peasantry — united
front between proletariat and other laboring people. Of course, the worker-
peasant alliance is the most reliable basis of the united front. The work-
ing class itself is divided into left, middle and right. So, there is also a
question of united front. For instance, in the Chinese revolution, when
the armed struggle led by the CPC was not yet greatly expanded, in
cities,-we had to go among yellow trade unions so as to win the masses
there. During the ten years' agrarian revolution, we achieved very little
in this respect, and suffered great losses because of three ultra leftist
lines. Hence we failed to win over the support of the masses. We did not
£0 among the masses of the people to retain as well as expand our forces;
so, ultimately we became isolated from the people and got exposed to
the enemy. Some of our comrades were sacrificed, some were arrested,
and some were forcgd to shift to the guerrilla zone, some became pas-
sive, and some tumed betrayers. Now, 21 years have passed since the
nationwide seizure of power. Chairman Mao always reminds us not to
forget the past. We should recall our past experiences and lessons.”

Comrade Chou said, “Since the founding of our party, 50 years have
passed. At this time, when we recall the past half century of march
traversed by the CPC, we have come to an understanding that under the
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leadership of Chairman Mao, whenever »ve followed Chairman Mao's
words, we advanced forward. and whenever we refused to do so, we
suffered failure, This is what | have leamt, and on this basis, | have said
to vou something today. These experience: given to you ts of the past 28
vears of Chinese revolution So. this 1s for vour reference enly”

After this, Conirade Chou asked some specific questions about India
—- about Srikakulam, such as how far it 15 from sea, how many persons
were there, the height of the hills, food taken by the people there, etc

Comrade Kang said, “After Comrade Chou's presentation of the ex-
periences of the Chinese revolution, 1 have not much to say. ! fully agree
with him. Because our party does not kncw much about the Indian con-
dition, we just say something about our own experiences, and this is just
for the reference of our comrades from the Indian Marxist-Leninist party

“The first question | want to say is about the relationship between our
two parties, just as Comrade Chou menticned previously. So, in terms of
the relationship between our two parties, you, our Indian comrades, un-
derstand us, You said that your party regarded our party as a panty of
leadership, and regarded Chairman Mac as your Chairman. We have
repeatedly said that we do not agree with this view This 1s by no means
a question of being modest. Chairman Mo has lways taught us that on
the matter of principle, we should never te too polite. Our party has
always acted upon Chairman Nao’s teachings This is a question of Marx-
ist-Leninist principle. Comrade Chou has already talked minutely on this
question. Only when we regard our two parties as equal parties, is 1t
possible for us to exchange views on the basis of leaming from each
other.

“In May this year, Comrade Bose g thered our opintons about the
rwo articles. I one of these articles, itie sad the charnman of the Chi-
nese party is the chairman of your party. /At that time the CC of our panty
told Comrade Bose through one of our cornades that we did not agree
with this point of view. This is because ou 12l ationship 1s that of fratemal
partics, and not of a party being fed -— not the relationship of a patnar-
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chal father party and the son party The relationship of our.pame.s 1s one
of mutual support, leaming from each other and cooperation w.ltlj each
other. Why do we persist on this matter? This is because this 1s the
teaching of Chairman Mao Chairman Mao consistqnly opposed such
practice. 1.¢. to regard relationship between two parties as one of party
of leadership and a party being led

“Comrade Bose also asked our opinion about another article. Be-
cause our party docs not know much about the Indian conditions and
also some of the questions cannot be made clear through other channels,
s0 we suggest your party to send a delegation to Chinq i order to ex-
change views, if possible. Since the rise of the Naqub:\n movenent and
since the founding of CPI(NL). our paity has done its utmost to suppon
it 1 think Comrade Bose will remember on thie night of the last national
dav when Comrade Bose met with Chairman Mao, he said to him: ~“Your
pa-n_v represents the hope of the Indian Peopie.” Our pnn_\"has always
approached your party in this way. Soon after the Nexalban Imoveme.nt.
you have cstablished a formal Narxist-Leninist party, and this Marxist-
Leninist party has expanded its organizations in many of the Indian states.
Your party 1s 2 revolutionary party and a very brilliant party. You have
clearly defined the nature of your revolution and vou have defined the
task of the revolution as fighting against imperialism, feudalism, modem
revisionism and burcaucratic capitalism. Your party has persisted inmo-
bilizing the masses of the peasantry for armed struggle. We are very
thankful to you for your party having wamly supported our cultural revo-
jution and l—mving the highest respect for Chairman Mao and Mao Tse-
Tung thought. What Chairman Mao has said at a rostrum s the general
representation of our party in regard to your party. Of course. hecause
vour party has been ostablished not long back and it is a voung party, the
party s in its infancy. so in the process of struggh.‘, on the II“%\([CI‘S of
policies 1t 1s unavaidable for it to commit some mistakes. ThlsT is some-
thing easy tc understand  We support your party. But why did we not
broadeast those two articles? This is because some Hf the questions
mentioned i those articles. we do not know about, So. whether it is
beneficial fo- CPIML) if we publish these two articles —— this question,
we want to consult with you. Comrade Bose. Therefore, after Comrade
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Chou’s talk, I would like to exchange views with you on some of the
questions mentioned in those two articles

“In May this year. Comrad: Base approached us with one of these
twoarticles. which is entitled “Clhinese Chairman is Our Chairman, Chi-
nese path is our Path”. Comride Bose, pleasc excuse us: it is, just from
the title of the article. very hardto publish this article. So, if we publish it,
first of all. Chairman Mao wou'd eriticize us. saving why we have pub-
lished such an article with sucli a title? OF course, many things in this
article are good. For instance i has said that the main content of vour
revolution is agranian. and its nature is democratic. Those things are alrnght.
Itis said.

“The landless and poor peasarits are allies of the revolution, and we
should closcly unite with middi» peasants and win over a part of rich
peasants and neutralize the majc rity of the rich peasants.” All these are
alright. But there are still som. questions on which we want to exchange
views with vou. For instance, on the question of petty bourgecisie and
bourgeois intellectuals, it 1s sa d that only through armed struggle when
the worker peasant alliance it established and when the red political
power is established throughout the whole country, it is possible to form
a democratic front of all these zlasses under the leadership of the work-
ing class. (Note: Exactly what i ; said in CPHNML)’s program s, “Such an
united front can only be built afre cstablishing worker peasant unity and
the red political power in at leact i fow parts of the country.”™) This point
deserves our study In the light of our exper ences. tins problem should
be analvzed with the view point of “one divides snto two™, A part of the
upper strata of the petty bourgedisic 1s reactionary. But it 1s said in vour
article that they are linked togther with counter-revolutionaries. eco-
nomically and ideologically. But. another part of them can be with the
revolution. especially in the citics. and in your movement agamst the im-
pertalists, this force cannot be negfected According to our experiences,
there are a large number of patriotic inteliectuals From the reports of
westem news agencies. we have seen that there are such intellectuals in
India also who are against U.S i npenalism and Soviet socialist impeiial-
ism. So. | am afraid. it is not proper to have the democratic front with
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them {petty bourgeoisie) only after the seizure of power throughout the
whole country. It is because of these questions that we did not publish
those articles. So, we asked to send a delegation of your party to consult.

“There is another article. “March Forward through summing up the
experiences of the peasants’ revolutionary struggle of Ilndia“. This 15
another article on which Comrade Bese asked our opinion. Again, we
did not publish this article. because we wanted to exchange our views
with Comrade Bose first. In this article, there is a passage saying. “We
have gained the following experiences from the Naxalbari struggle —
Peasants are struggling not for land but for political power.” We do not
know whether such a formulatibn is proper or not in India. As you said,
the mzin content of the Indian revolution is agrarian. and you mobilize the
peasanitry to establish political power through agrarian revolution. In that
case, ‘ve think, agranan revolution is linked with the struggle for the
establishment of political power. These two tlings are inter-connected
and cannot be separated from each other. So. if you say that “the peas-
ants are not struggling for land but for political power™, we think, this

tfarmulation 1s not 30 accurate

“Another qLu:si‘ion 15 also mentioned n the article. It says “Without
mass movement and mass organizations, can we stait guerrilla warfare?
The mass movement and mass organizations intensify the tendencies
towards epen and economist movement, Therefore, open mass move-
ment and mass orgamzotions are a hindrance or an obstacle to the devel-
opment and expansion of guerrilla warfare.” But. in accord_ljnce with our
experiences, mass movements and mass organizations are just the basqs
of guerritla waifare, and not the obstacle of guerrilla warfare. If there is
no mass novement and mass organization, that will be an obstacle for
cuertilla warfare. We do not know whether your formulation is in con-
formity with the actual condition or not. This is a question of principle.
Because. we think that armed struggle and guernilla warfare and mass

movement ave the war of the masses.

“Anothic question mentioned i the article 1s about the question of

annililation of the class enenies Previousiy. we did not know much
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about tl‘IIS. formulation. So, we just approached this in accordance with
our experiences. Only after going h ough an article published in the July
issue of “Liberation™, we have cone to know the -eal meaning oflthis
amnihilation of class encimies by var- party, the form of t.gucrri“ab\\'aﬂ“] re
:1.nd about the formation of sccret squads to engage in ;{.‘CI'CI :‘ISS:‘:SSIII“I"l-
tions preferred by the Marsist-Leni tist party of India. So, this 1s C(JI;}-
pletely different from what we niean by ‘E:;lIL“I'I'l“ﬁ ".v:nfnrc‘ That article
save many examples, so we want to study together with our Indian com-
rades, whether you have just ortamzed such squads to wipe out .tiw
lm}diords physically and take that 1s the main form of guernlla warfare
After |.'0.‘lding the July issue of “Libe-ation™ and also after going [F}IO{I'_'JII
thearticle entitled “ A Few Words abeut Guerrilla Action”, :.vc h::;\-'c C('n;c
to undgrst:\nd that your way 1s the sime as we did during the defeat of
the Chinese revolution. i c.. by sl squads assassinating the Inmiimds
secretly. When the article deals wit 1 how to oreanize g,ut‘a?‘ilin Unis, 1t is
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said that in the process of orgamzir g wuerrilla units, we must keep abso-
l‘ute secrecy This is a completely different form of organization — dif-
!‘crcnt from relying upon the broade st masses of the pc;plc. Not only -(hc
folrln, the nature is also quite differ it from the suerrilla units in its real
things. It is also said that the guernlla units should be kept secret from
the local people who have not vet imastered the method of doing illegal
work. We think that this question i; reiated to the principle of ;ucrtﬁ;q
wmﬁ\rlc. We think that it is dangerous for the guerrilla wa:‘fn:u to dil-
vorce itself from the masses as wel as from thuhpnn_\' organization,”

- : ) M ..-q
Comrade Chou cut in, “That means, the guerrilla squad is divoreed
from the local people and the local Jrarty organization,” BN

. Comrade Kang said, “Again. in the article, there js a formulation say-
g, “These people whose hands arc not stained with blood of the class
enemy, are not worthy to be ealled a communist ™ This formulation 1S nr:t
proper. If we think, so then the party orgamzation will change its na{ur';*

Because of the above reasons. we dic not pubhish many of the articles 11;,-
vour party, and many of the articles ar:not by Comrade Charu Muzumdar

As we thought, it is not proper for us 1o talk about such questions through
other chanmfls‘ we thought 1t proper 1o have a face to face talk \\':{h
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Comrade Bose ™

Comrade Kang weni on to say, "If we want to wage a real guerrilla
warfare. we should apply the method adopted by Chairman Mao It seems
to us that your general orientation is correct. but only some of the policies
are not proper and are not in confornmuty with Marxism-Lenimism-Nao’s
thoughit, In 1968, when ! met with Comirade Bose. [ talked about this
question with h,m emphaticaily | said during the talk, “If we engage in
armed struggle in an isolated way, 1.e.. without the broadest masses of
the people, this kind of struggle would not be successful Disregarding
the vital 11 terests of the peasants and disregarding agranan struggle of
the peasantry, the armed struggle would have not basc. hence it wili net
be successful, 1 havé said that the level of consciousness of the masses
hae always been raised from lower stage to higher. and onlv when we
proceed front the wital interest, the economie mterest of the masses of
the people and raise their level of consciousness, can we mobifize them
for armed struggle. We should not mobilize the masses of the people for
armed struggle in a way of isolating ourselves from the masses

“So far as your work i the cities is concemed, vou have not said
anything about the experience of your struggle agaimst impenalists in
your articles. You said in the anticle that in accordance with the experi-
ence of the Chinese Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution, ali of the
mass organizations should be changed. But you should not copy our ex-
periences. From your articles, we can see that vour party does not have
any active attitude towards the trade union work ~

At this time, Comrade Chou cut in, “You sard that the work of the
trade union is defensive and cconomist Only the party organization is
offensive and militant 1t is not good for vou to set these two things
against each other. You regard a small number of secret squads engaged
in secret assassination as offensive, but the economuc struggle of the
broadest masses of the people as defensive. This question deserves our
study anc this is a question of principle.”

Comrade Kang said, “There is also a problem about the attitude to-
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wards the nuddle peasants. It 1 saud that the nuddle peasants should not
join the secret guernlla activities You have also criticized Nagi Reddy
saying, “Nagi and his hike atte npted to confiscate land. cattles and farm
tools of big landlords and distnbute amony poor peasants Do they not
think that big landlords should eall their po]ncc“ When the police comes

the big landlords and other reictionaries would try their utmost to hclp‘
the policemen to arrest the peisants. So when the landlords as well as
pthor counterrevolutionaries cin move freely and commit evils accord-
Ing to their will, how can we cenfiscate the land and distribute amone the
peasants” We do not know niuich about the advocacy of Nagj Rc;clld\f
but from your formulation. we “ee that the Indian Marxist-Leninist |}:\rt‘~,;
has not yet solved the quiestion of relationship between agraran struggle
and gu‘:rnlln warfare. In the light of the experiences of the (‘hi:;’sc
revoh.ltlon, we think that it is just on the circumstances that we should
orgamze armed forces to defend our Jand and guerritla organizations to
dcf?lld our activities. Previously. when we started armed struggle, we
achieved successes in this armed struggle only when we could ;n;b‘ilize
the masses of the peasantry to <rart agrarian struggles. The peasants
were engaged in struggle for the purpose of dcf‘endiﬁg the fruits of their
struggle. When our comrades asked Comrade Bose. how did vou wet
land distributed among peasants? Do yvou have any specific |;|r1d-poli-.;-\,f;’
He answered, “We have not yet started this work, because uptill How

we have no political power and army of our own ™ How can we do so it';

this way? First of all, fet us waork out some land policy with which the
peasantry can be mobilized, establish armed forces so as to seize pohit-

cal posver, this is a just reverse process. This is another question which

merits our study.

“Jpst as I'have said previous v vou party has established and it lacks
experiences. but I believe that se leng as vour party persists in its general
orientation, such specific policics can be solved g,l:{ldll("l”\/ So itis inevi-
table for us to commit mistakes of this kind or that in the revolutionary
s[ruggle Just as Chairman Mao said to Kanu Sanval. it is very hard to
avoid mistake among the revolut onary ranks Revolution has its ups and
downs, and revolution always advances v a wave like way
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So it is bound to suffer attacks. Now | raised before Comrade Bose,
the questions. Please consider these questions. After going back home.
tell Comrade Muzumdar how to rectify the policies

“Recently, we have seen from the reports i the October issue of
“Hindustan Standard ", it is said that the Chairman of the Marxist-Leninist
party said, “If we commit mistakes, we should try to rectify them be-
cause erroneous political thinking and working methods are the enemies
of our revolutionary work. So. we should not let such wrong things to
develop.” So Comrade Charu Muzumdar is alright when he said this,
But rectification of niistakes should be done step by step. and this should
not hurt the enthusiasm for revolution of the masses and the party mem-
bers. We should not allow the enemics to have any scope to attack and
disintegrate our party so, in rectifving our mistakes, we should not be
impetuous and this term should not be swift. We should be careful

“The second point is that in rectifying our poliéies, we should use
constructive things to replace those wrong things . For instance, we should
have a clear cut agrarian policy, and this agrarian policy should be for-
mulated by consulting the masses of the pcople. That means, we con-
centrate the opinion of the masses of the people and then get it formed
into policies and persist in implementing it among the masses. On the
other hand, we should establish our own armed forces in an active and
systematic way, and place them in secret artaed squads. We should rec-
tify those improper policics in the process of positive reconstruction,
Especially, we should integrate Marxism-Leninism Mao's thought with
the actual condition of our own country. )

“These are the questions we put forward for reference to Comrade
Bose, and these things are based on what is said in our documents and
articles. So, it is highly possible that what I said is not in conformity with
actual conditions of your country. Even what | said may be wrong. Pre-
viously, we understood your view point in the light of our experiences.
Today also.there may be such tendencies. So vou should by no means
take this opinion as an opinion of the party of leadership. You can just put
it aside without paying any attention to it. This 1s for your references
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only. [just said this tragmently, not systematically.”

Comrade Chou: | fully agree with Comrade Kang in his views You
have 2000 men in Srikakuiam Monv of vour comrades got sacrificed in
that struggle Would vou please wve us a biief account of vour expen-
ence, and successes and talures e Sokakalam™ 1 ohave already gone
through all vour reports of the minites, bt | have not been able to under-
stand this. You are there cncircled by the enemies and suppressed by
them or you are isolated there, because you are divorced from the masses
of the people. What is true? What is about your agrarian policies there?
In accordance with Chairman Mac’s teachings. if we want to leam from
experience, we should dissect a sp arrow, that ineans, we take a typical

case. and we try to view a prob em from different angles. Comrade
Bose, have vou been there?

Comrade Bose: 1 have been there twice. So, about the question of
Srikakulam, it was not because the encrmies have outnumbered us. Uptill
now, it has not been possible for the reactionaries to enter into the very
heart of this mountainous area

Comrade Chou: Is it mountaimous “egion”

Comrade Bose: That is a small hilly uea

Comrade Chou: Is it a forest area’

Comrade Bose: Not a dense forest because it is situated in the north of
Andhra.

Comrade Chou: What is the distarize from Srikakulam to Hyderabad?
‘Comrade Bose: It is-far away.

Comrade Chou: Then, is it far from wea?

Comrade Bose: 40-50 miles from the sea

Comrade Chou: Is there any sea-por ncarby?

Comrade Bose: No.

Comrade Chou: Are there any fish ng boats”

Comrade Bose: Yes, small fishing Loats.

Comrade Chou: What is the height of the hilis?

Comrade Bose: In some places 30(-200

Comrade Chou: Higlwway?
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“omrade Bose: No.
Comrade Chou: Animals”
Comrade Bose: Very few

Cemrade Chou: Is there only foot path”

Comrade Bose: Yes

Comrade Chou: Easy to hide”

Comrade Bose: Yes

Comrade Chou: Then. how did you suffer setback there?

Comrade Bose: Our party congress reviewed the struggles n that area,
and we thought that it was because of the bureaucratic at_mudc of the
local party organization towards local people. Because we failed to arouse
the class foeling, of the masses of the people towards the enemy, ..'Jﬂd we
failed to arouse bitter hatred of the masses of the people against the
enemy. Though we killed 120 policemen, we should have seized guns
from them. but we failed Because of the wrong attitude of the leader-
ship, we fatled to mobilize the masses fully and seize the guns ' ,
Comrade Chou So. these guns were taken away by other policemen®
Comrade Bose: Yes |
Comrade Chou' Were these 120 policemen killed cimass or scattered”
Comrade Bose: There were kitled within 8 moiths successively
Comrade Chou Were they killed by the guernlla squads?

Comrade 3ose VYes N
Comrade Chou Did vou put any placard about your land policies?
Comrade 3ose No

Comrade Chou: Is the party organization kept secret”?

Comrade Bose The party organization is known to the local people.
Comrade Chou: I« the Party organization known to alt of the local people
or some of the local | eople? o
Comrade Bose All of the local people. In carly "69. fand distribution was
done and cach household ot 5 bighas of land. But afterwards, they gave
up this work, because in mid 1969, policemen came and burnt some
houses of the people and then ran away. ‘

Comrade Clou: How many policemen came at different times”?
Comrade Bese Their number ranges from 1500 to 2000

Comrade Clou Were they local troops?

Comrade Bose: Mo, they were the CRP.
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Comirade : : ) ton |
ade Chou: How many days the CRP station in that areas?

Comrade Bose: They did not statien in that area at all They bumt the
houses and ran away _ ’
gomrn(cjie ghou: How many people 'vire arrested by the CRP there?
omrade Bose: Over 100 people were arr : .
ade Bose: pie were arrested there by the
are still in jail, Y fem and ther
Con : Smpri it
: 1r;’|de Chou. Are they imprisoned ir. the local area or sent away? Are
C1ere eading members of the party crganization among them?
on i g comrad : .
wrade Bose: The leading comrades of the local party organization
W & ' .
ere ngt arrested. but a few members of the local party organizations
were killed. ‘ v emon:
Comrade Chou: '
4 ou: d : INg i
u: Have you any leading comrade staying in that area”
Comrade Bose: Yes. - '
Com ' ‘
Lo rade Chou: When the CRP came to Srikakulam. was it because we
(1_:1 not guns or because of any other rz2asons that we failed?
. | . .
on;radc Bose: Not only because we had no firearms. Although we did
not have enough fircarms. but we had lozal made weapons: the critical
?‘omt 1s that we have not yet made any volicy towards the police
n : 'y . ' :
omrade Chou: Have vou cut down the communication line? Shifted
masses to another place?
Comrade Bose: Yes
Comrade Chou: So. vou evacuated th: masses of the people after many
\:crc arrested -—— after many were killed or arrested? '
C . > 34 ‘ ) l .
omrade Bose: Generally speaking, as soon as we got any mformation
\\IC Yy 3, ! hY Al ' ) ) ‘
got the masses of peopic cvacuated: still several hundred people
were not evacuated at one time,
Comrade Chou: S ' ‘
. So, have vou any policy ab [ i
s you any v about deahing with -
ment troops”’ - e govem
Comrade Bose: No, not yet
Comra ' he
. nr"lde.Chou. A'\l]l‘o'l?g the masses. dc you have some progressive mass
organizations, say, militia, guerrilla unit, cte.”?
Comrade Bose: W ——"
: We have p ganizati '
 omrade Bo ave some mass organizations among the masses.
are not mass organizations on the bases of armed, ie.. not
ar 3, \ . ! e
II‘nLd forces. Ny scl.f and Kanu Sanyal went there to train the guerrilla
umits. Contents of this trammg mcluder. how to seize guns from enemies
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and how to appear suddenly among the enemies. Such things, | leamed
in China. At a meeting of the local party committee, everyone agreed
that it is not proper time to engage with the encmy troops

Comrade Cliou: Did those 1300 policemen come at the same time or
they just came there on many occasions’

Comradle Bese: they came in groups and by stages. .
Comrade Chou Guerrilla units are to be trained through struggle against
the enemy: othenwise it is not possible to get them trained without fight-
ing guerrilla warfare. So the 16 Chinese characters of guerrilla warfare
were developed during the process of armed struggle in Chingkang. That
was done by Chairman Mao. and in this way, we could preserve our
forces as well as wipe out the enemy.

Comrade Bose: We taught the masses with the 16 character secret of
the guerrilla warfare, and the local masses can now recite them.

Comrade Chou: But they do not practice.

Comrade Kang: They are lacking experience.

Comra de Bose. When I went to Srikakulam for the second time, | called
a mecting, of the coastal region. It was decided that at that time, 1t was
not preper to launch attack on policemen.

Comrade Chou: We may not use the word “attack™ but use the wo.d
“fighting . We may not attack the enemy each time.

Comrade Bose: There is a sharp differences of opinton between the
lcading members and the ordinary people. So, Iwill convey your opinion
to the Central Commuttee of our party.

Comrade Chou: Which kind of opinion is in majority”

Comrade Bose: That opinion is in najority. 1.¢.. Now it is proper for us to
engage with the police

Comrade Chou: Are the leading comrades still among the masses i the
mountainous region? Is 1t possible for them to carry out work among the
masses still? Is it the area of national minorities? Have they common
things with the other areas of Andhra? Are the leading comrades seni-

open among, the hilly people? Are they natives of that area? Do you have

homeniade guns? You have just said that 120 policemen were killed and

vou failed to seize their guns. what were the reasons? Is it because you
do not want to use the guns or they took it away” Have you any regula-
tions of not using firearms”? Now, what about the feeling of the local
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-
masses”? i !
¢ 5se?‘l Are they disheartened or o tinglent [sic — Comrade] because
scve B T ‘ » Has
b dr_ar 1_;11d‘r:1,ds were arrested? Land has already been distributed. Has
€ distributed land been take . i i
aken back by the landlord or it is stjl] :
| ) : daoratis still in the
l(l:mds of the peasants” Is there any nass organization”
omrade Bose: Federation of nilita; tpeasants’ organizati
Comrade Chour: s it open” What is 1 F this orom
o i open tis the percentage of this organization of
. . 5 . = = -
e local popuiation” . . You may continue vour struggle
- P )

o e & m this area and
e form of the struggle can be rased on

¢ ste N 13,4 -y g . .
tion of that locality have a unified idea” SF[1|LJP\’CDH?Z?Ij“'](:n'::lrty i'gﬂ”'m"
past mistakes? Are thev now rectifying ther IHiS[lll-(Cﬁ_;) ~\rc0 i,
cpmradcs of the locality always shiftin; to ditferent plzfais and they hid
thcmsdvcs among the masses? Do \w)\u have some nnss@é t K) i“(c
guarq m the hilly regions” \Vhat abot t the area ofth'\; ! ; l'o"s’mn( he
reactionary landlords exist? Are thes s only rich 30'1:'|nfc‘;1 llfl-\ o
communications with cutside? |s there an\'.busi|1c,ss(c;(:"|liios"OW ot
. ¢ o

the leading

On hearing reply to these questions, Comrade Chou said: That me
vou are not completely isolated I have Just said, during thc. eri( d ‘?”Si
agranan revolution. in some of our arens where chist sore pron
ticed. there were no contacts betw

nroblem?

putchism were prac-
cen these two. Do you have any such

Cqmmdcl(‘hou: That means vou are not completely cutoff from outside
Is It possible for vou to get in the area through small footpath \:i'tlil ('[
passing b\ the tents of the police? Cay ¢ sad,apart f‘l'()l-ll‘ Nax: lb(')lf'
area, this is the biggest area? So. they day after t.ombrrow il leawe
If[(IJJI llilo[l;ui‘,sbu[ [I.HS question deserves our study. Wil vou please examine

In e nikakulam, s there any leader of nanonal minority” Your ex-
bcrr'f‘ﬂct—‘_ln this area deserves our study e voy :-:!F—‘sni-}}c]c;l ti ‘L‘\
nomic affairs there? Is it very high? 15 mularia p[\m";lms" D "” L‘CO-
them live in straw sheds? Houw Many yea-s hy \-:: VOu I:‘u‘:: W ;'I'O' ”“"‘;‘.‘l‘ o’f
Are there any revisiomst” \\ hat ;1l)bt;l menmbery ni::hu st s
Have they come over to vou! To whicl, gl

yvou witl leaye

FCVISIONISt party”
th sroup do they belong? All
et i ) . ) ‘ = 3 50 of
l 1 Joned? Now, are they working s e witly you? You should lead
them correctly, anc : - ‘
ncorrectly, and at the same time you should sum up VOUr experience
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Comrade Kang: You should sum up the experience of vour failure
Comrade Chou: What is the population of Stikakulam district?

Comrade Bose: Two and a half million

Comrade Chou: Are there many places m India where people do not
know how to grow rice, but the potography [ropography — Comracdle]
(s suitable” Can you sclect for a guernlla zone from these areas” Your
ortentationis correct, that is, togoto the villages. to start guernlla struggles,
create guernilla zones and expand 1t and create base arcas. But you
should have progranis and policics

Comrade Chou: In Assam, the population is not so large and the atea is
vast.. In vour article, vou oppose to go into jungles. \What is the reason”?
Is 1t for the reason that 1t is not very easy to get m contact with the
masses?. .~ So long as we rely upon the masses, we can start guerrilla
warfare. This 1s night. Sometimes, armed forces can shift to other places
under cover of the masses Just as Mao said, “We fight when we can
win . This is to preserve our forces and hiding our guernllas among the
masses. Consolidate our forces now in Andhra, Assam and \West Ben-
gal Is it easy for you to solve the problem of feeding vourself? In the
very beginning. we started guerrilla warfare in the border arcas, be-
cause the border belongs to several provinces: one part belongs to this
and another to that So. usually, we statted our guerrilla warfare in the
border areas Same is the case with India It is better to start i the
border arca. because m such cases, it 1s easy for you to deal with the
enciny because of their adninistration,

“Dialectical appreach towards hardship, death, sacrifice. "We fear
neither nor death ™ We fear no death, but there should be worthy death.
Charrman Mao said in lus article, “One 1s nughticr than anountain, an-
other is hike feather 7 1t 1s not good for us to die adventurous and unwor-
thy death. We, communist party membets, do not agiee with such anar-
chist practice, that 1s to assussiate a landlora or poiiceman without mo-
bilizing t! > masses. Without the masses, we just kill one bad element by
a handful of people. Of course, by doing so we can make those masses
who hate such bad elements happy, for the time being, but because this is
no: to be done by mobilizing the masses of people, so as a result when
this need passes, nothing is left there. So, these are questions which
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ment our study and examination. In ac sordance with your objective con-
ditions, you may start your guernlla base areas. Now a days, the Indian
people. especially peasants. are leading a very hard life and they are
oppressed. So they want to make revolation. So long as we mobilize the
masses, we can find out many places vwhere we can start guerrilla war-
fare. @

Comrade Kang: Chairman Mao said, “Policy is soul. If there IS Just a
slogan, but no policy. it will not do ™

Comrade Chou: As you know, our August first N:mchnng'uprising, we
attacked the Kuomintang, We fired the first shot against Kuomintang,
This orientation was correct But we were Wrong in our policy. In
Nanchang, during the agrarian revolution, we should have gone to the
villages. but at that time, we went to the cities

Comrade Kang: Some comrades Gpposcc to go up to the mountains say-
ing that Chairman NMao 1s Marxism in the mountains. Our party commit-
ted such kind of mistakes in those davs.
Comrade Chou: It was in the mountams tf at Chairmar, Mao practiced
Marxism. The second point is, after the Manchang uprising, we planned
to rely upon foreign assistance, i.e.. to rely upon Soviet assistance. So,
we led nearly 20,000 troops to Swatoo, heping to have Soviet assistance
from there. As a result. we suffered defear i) fighting big battles against
the enemy. You advocate not to rely upon foreign assistance, this is right
At that time, Comrade Kang said to Ccmrade Chou, “Materially, not
torely upon foreign assistance. byt spiritually they copy Chairman Mao’s
words: even they copy about the things of the red guards ™

Comrade Chou: So, Youare organizing red u ards in schools. But on this
Chairman Mao does not agree, and he said te the Japanese friends, It is
not proper fcr you to organize red guards.” | heard that your first party
congress was held in the city.

Comrade Bose: Yes.

Comrade Chou: That was very dangerous. . In the big cities we can
hold only short meetings. ... Because in the Pest you were i touch with
revisionists, you know many of the old revicicnrsts, so jt is Very easy to

’
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[ ' ade Charu
get you recognized by them. For instance, many know Cz)‘mmdz o
. ' ; 31 years, Comrade Ma
| move constantly. In 31 years, A
Majumdar. So, he should yours, Comras Mao
, ! » Stalin asked him
i e. and that too, as Comrade
went to Tungsing city once, : , P
vt ely ible for you to fin
isawv ntry. it1s completely poss you
0. AS YOUrs Is a vast countr omp 0 , ofnd o
tuit'lble places. You are to find out “Chingkang \Yl1ere you lWII .rectour
i1s for you to select.... If you still have some questions which requi
) il contact again ‘
answer, we will contact -
“Chairman Mao said. “Your party represents the hope of the Indth
“You ' i ; orrect the
people. Your gieneral orientation 1s correct. So long as t\‘ou c d. A
s party wi : ful.” Please convey Comrade Ch:
narty will be more hopefut, :
o o ' [ Mao’s hope. Chairman Mao
| 1s and Chairman Mao’s hope
Majumdar our congratulatior ‘ o
‘ T ‘e your state power, w
' . " dav when you will have vou
said vo Kanu Sanyal, “The da y< epo
will hand over to you the 90,000 sq. miles of the border terntory.

j id, Y ave said
Comrade Charu Majumdar, when reporteq, said, " You "]|]|USt: iommd
the day when India will be liberated, the Indian people will nol

for them.”
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Chinese Workers' High Tide of Struggle

China’s working class. once the rulers of the country, and then, after 1970,
made wage-slaves once more by he new capitalist rulers, have returned to the
country’s political stage. Anupsurge by China's workers has been taking place
for the last few years. achieving a now peak in March 2002,

In March. workers of Ferro-21l5ys Plant in Linoyang, gathered workers of
five other factories to demonstrate fortheir jobs and against the local leadershjip
of the "Commiunist’ party. The serics of daily demonstrations beypan on March
I'1owith 5,000 workers. When the police arrested the leading workers, workers
from I5 more factories joiticd At thz2 same time. according tothe BBC (March
I8). “Up to 50.000 protesters arc r2ported to have pathered every day at the
Daqing (Tach'ing) oilfield for ner'y two weeks™, laying siege 1o a petroleum
installation belonging to China’s big gest oif compmy. PetroChina. The Daging,
workers were protesting aginst *u s in severance pay and heating, subsidies
promised them when they were si ¢l ed thiee years opo

Those who recall the glories of socialist China (1949-76) know the name
Daqing well. Tili the Great Leap Forward, China was told it was not worth it to
developits own oil resources Throuph tha heroic efforts and remarkable home-
grown know-how of the workers of Daqing, the field was developed from the
late 1950s till it produced two-fifths o China’s oil requirements. and China could
stop tmports of oil. Now the Daqin g workers are being retrenched at a massive
rate as China joins the World Tradc Crganmisation: 80 000 have been sacked over
the last few years,

Not enly in Liaoyang and Daqin 5. but throughout China, and particularly
through the industrial northeast, \/hxre massive unemployment already exists
and it is estimated an additional 10 million will be sacked every year for the next
few years, the Chinese working class s instruggle. Inthe year 1999, the number
of labour disputes nationwide was put at 198.000: in the year 2000, at 327,000,

The Chinese rulers are anxiots at the fact that aot only are the workers
demanding their immediate econcmic demands, but they have begun to unite
across factories, form their indepencent organisations. and raise political de-
mands such as for the removal of coriupt and anti-worker officials. Neithier the
Chinese rulers nor the Chinese workers can forget that the Chinese working,
class was the country’s ruling clas: The workers proudly hold up the banners
and photographs of their great lecder, Mao Tse-Tung, write stogans such as
“Only socialisin can save China™, ind sing the Internationale, the song, of the
world’s working, class, Long live he revolutionary strugples of the Chinese
working class!



