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" Editorial

S ~ Soliciting the Ruling Classes,
Dismembering the Working Masses
The Indian bourgeois political scene is at -
present fully evercast with the approaching
general elections. All the parliamentary political
parties are now preoccupied with various moves .
and counter-moves for buttressing their respective
electoral prospects and for undermining those of
their rivals. Obviously, the two electoral fronts

of the ruling class political parties, led

" respectively by the Congress(I) and the Janata

Dal, are playing the central role in ‘this-poli-
tical game of intrigue and denigration of each
other and in the deception and manipulation of
the common people. The newspapers, radio and . .
television are operating as active combatants 4n = _
the no-holds-barred prcpaganda-war going on T e—— -
between these electoral fronts. ' PRl
The increasingly vehement and vituperative

nature of their respective campaigns clearly P
indicates that both of the contending eléctoral ' “°

fronts ---and those sections of the ruling classes. -

find -the stakes quite high in the losing or the "
gaining of central’governmental power. What" is at. .
stalke is not merely the usual power of ~ 1 "7
political-economic patronage, conventionally e
associated with the hold on central government, '
but instant fortunes involving hundreds of crores: -
of rupees. 3 SHSLET LT

The running feud between two big business - FELSpitls
houses, the Reliance group and the Bombay Dyeing
group of ‘companies, is a striking case. It’ et
manifests the enhanced significance of



the - central government authority in
influencing intra- rullng class conflicts. In the
Bombay Dyeing chairman's statement to this year's
annual general meeting of share-holders, it is
brought out how the central government's discri-
minatory policy towards that company regarding a
single item of the requ1red raw—materlals,
Paraxylene, results in pruning the company's
profits by Rs 45 crore per year and indirectly
benefiting-its competitor by Rs 180 crore per
year. This magnitude of financial advantage or-
disadvantage to theo concerncd "parties", that is
involved in the biased operation of the central
government authority in the matter of a single
itemof industrial raw-materials, provides an
inkling of the extraordinary financial stakes in
the full-scale operation of that authority. No
wonder that, of all -the lines of manufacture,
“manufacturing of government" is turning out to
be the most profitable one.

. Of course, the institutions of State power

- continue to play their role as reliable watch- -

dogs in protecting the.general class interests
of the big bou*geoisie and the big feudal land-

_owners vis-a-vis the working masses qf Indian

people. But these institutions have been
gradually cracking, in recent years, under the
strain of intensifying contradictions among the
various sections of the Indian ruling classes

and their imperialist patrons. In facing the
partisan conduct of the central executive
authority in the. intra-ruling class conflicts,
&pst of -the State-institutions are often found"
ineffective or compliant. So, the central -
financial institutions (various finance corpora-
tions, banks and.insurance companies etc) and

the administrative institutions (the C.B.I., the
Enforcement Directorate etc) may go far out of
their way to promote or hurt the interests of-one
"party", depending on whether that oneé has a hold
on the central government authority or its rival
has it. That'is why, one of the major themes of

2

. provincial legislatures, the governorship, ‘the

opposition partyﬁbrapaganda;fas*wéll'as‘of’a ;
section of intellectual publicists;’ happéns to“be
"the imperilled sanctity and credlblllty of :
various State-institutions"”

It is interesting to observe the contra—
dictory ends. being sérved by the ongoing-"sub-
version of.,democratic constitutional structures
of State power".

On the one hand, they prOJect this issue ‘as

‘an indictment of the Rajiv govérnment: The" A=A

unbridled conduct of central executive author1ty =
is made out to be an outcome of the selfish -

pursuits of Rajlv Gandhi or the small clique of

political scoundrels around him, rather 'than as
a necessary conseqguence of the sharpened con-
flicts among the ruling classes. In this way, the "
extent and gravity of the crisis engulfing the
Indian economy and State —- hence the accelera-
ted degeneration of State 1nst1tutlons mETATe.
sought to be obscured from prllC attentlon and”
comprehension. 3
On the other hand, the very acuteress of the';
crisis and of the cohflicts drives them to wash :
the dirty Iinen of State functioning in: publlc
and so to highlight, with all the resources at
their command, the sordid reality of the'
‘hallowed" edlflc° of their so-called democratic
State. In this way, contrary to thel* lntentlonshﬁ
they objectively contribute to the’ growing publlc”
disgust with these institutions. Follow1ng ‘the )
presidency, the parliament, the judicial comml—,'
ssions the CBI and the Comptroller and Acconn—”"”

tant General etc, the latest -institution’ that

was made to shed its ornamental plumage is’ that
of the Army General Staff. The Bofors gun may or
may not prove its deadly striking power in the
battlefield; it surely demonstrated that power

in sheoting down many a big reoutatlon, including
that of the Army General Staff for its *°
professional uprightness :



Appeal addressed to ruling classes

The other major theme, rather ‘the main theme,
of the current propaganda-war between the two
electoral fronts of ruling class parties is "the
security" of the country or of the Indian State.
The Congxess was quick to adopt this as its main
electoral plank. Th one form or the other, the
security of the. country has been its pet tune
for a long. time, The Janata Dal and its Naticnal
Front somehow muddled through, finally to arrive
at this slogan. Lately, the .leadership of the
opposition front has been at pains fo stress that
the main slogan of the opposition is actually
that of national security. The National Front
chairman, N.T. Rama Rao, could be seen labouring,
last month, to produce an explanation of how
"Rajiv Hatao" (remove Rajiv) was never the main
slogan of the Front but that of the BJP; the
Front's was "Rajiv Hatao Desh ,Bachao" {(remove
Rajiv for the same of country's security). ]
V.P. Singh, the vcrusader" against corruption at
‘high places, could also be seen clarifying the
thrust of the opposition campaign by stating
that the real issue was not corruption but.
national security. 2 w14

What emerges, in a striking fashion, out of
the din and fury-of this election-eve political
atmosphere.is this: the issue of the Indian
State's well-being, whether in the form of ]
security of the, State or the integrity of various
institutions of the State, constitutes the main
political content and central axis of the whole
propagandafcampaign, on the part of both the
major electoral fronts of ruling class political
parties. .- et :

Broad masses dealt with at different plane

At a cursory glance, the above feature of the
current electoral conduct of the ruling class’ -
parties may seem strange. For, an elgctogal plank

“such as the integrity of State institutions has

4 L

little appeal for the vast majority of the Indian
working people, iec, for the overwhelming majority
of voters. Even if the broad masses of the
working people may not be politically aware of
the inimical class character of these State
institutions, their living experience makes them
feel the alien character of these institutions.
Naturally, they have no sense of belonging to
these Stat® institutions and, hence, no concern
for the plight of these institutions. The ruling
class politicians are not oblivious to this
reality. The point is that, in real political
terms, both ofs -the two -electoral fronts are not
addressing the vast majority of Indian working
people. The political propaganda campaign, with
the fore-mentioned political electoral planks,
is addressed essentially to the ruling classes
and the upper crust of the middle classes. The
vast majority of the Indian people, the working
people, are being addressed separately, at a
different plane -- not as a constituency of
"mainstream" politics. - -

There, both of the two electoral fronts of
ruling class parties, are essentially banking on
the skillful handling of the sectarian communal
divisions -- particularly the religious communal
divisions -- among the people. These sectarian
communal divisions already have been mainly
nurtured by these very political parties of the
ruling .classes. Having first ensured, in their
respective manners, that they are on the safe
side of majority Hindu communal sentiment, both
of the two electoral fronts are now-vying with
each other to woo the minority Muslim communal
centiment. In this, the National Front leadership
was greatly helped by the timely guidance in
electoral real-politik by the '*Marxist' chief-
tain, E.M;S.Namboodiripad: He warned the National
Front leadership against overtly allying with
the BJP lest the Muslim minority communal ‘con-

‘stituenhcy should get estranged from them.

' So,-there is now a clear breach in the
i L ! e 5




parliamentary ‘political process. The ruling class
political parties have underscored the reality
of even formal marginalisation of the vast
majority of Indian people from the parliamentary
political process. The ruling class pqglitical
parties are in their natural element of politi-
cal hypocrisy vis-a-vis their own class so far
as they are projecting (in their electdral
political campaign) the respective concerns of
the various sections of ruling classes in terms
of common concerns of the ruling classes as a
whele. But, as regards the broad masses of Indian
people, the conduct of these electoral fronts is
principally that of electoral manipulation, while
the aspect of parliamentary political hypocrisy
has been relegated to an insignificant status.
Indeed, the conduct of the whole electoral
campaign by the ruling class parties on the basis
of the political marginalisation of the broad
masses of working people, is an act of great
effrontery towards the democratic sense and
status of the brocad masses of Indian people.
However, the people can give a fitting reply
to this political insolence of the ruling class
parties by snubbing their manipulative overtures
and ensuring the further marginalisation of
these parties from the mainstream of real
people's politics ~-- viz, from class struggle.

ELECTION PREPARATIONS

September 15, 1989: The official death toll in
the communal clashes at Kota {Rajasthan) rises to
16. September 12-18: Communal clashes in Mehsana,
Kaira, Sabarkantha, Ahmedabad, and Panchmahals
districts of Gujarat. September 29: At least 30
killad, 200 injlired in Badaun (U.P.) rioting aver
Urdu issue. September 29: Firing and curfew in Mhow

(U.Ps) © r 1: F0L1 in Khargon= (#.P.) riots rises
to 4. Ric alno wrups in Ratlam (M.P.), Indore
tensae, Ostobar 15: communal riots in Indore claimed

at leas> 30 -- the unofficial toll is 50 -- and lefr,
100 iniured in four hours..... -

What We Must Learn from Comrade TN

Comrade Tarimela Nagi Reddy -- "TN" to his
¢« mradeos ——.passed away thirteen years ago, July
28, 1976. His contribution to the formulation,

defenge and develepment of the communist revolu-
tionary line are invaluable. But one particular
aspect of his leadership is of immense signifi-

S~

canco for Aall commygnist revoluticonarios todav.



That is, his method of political analysis and
his approach of linking theory with practice.
“Comrade TN had an integral political—ideologi—
cal concept and approach towards all revolutionary
work; and he excelled in practising it. In analy-
sing any political development or situation,
sticking to the standpcint of Marxism-Leninism,
proceeding from the current development of and
interrelation between fundamental contradictions,
ascertaining the particular form cf conduct’of
different political forces in relation to them,
ascertaining the actual -state of affairs of the
revolutionary force and wcrking out not only
practical tasks but also the concrete forms of
revolutionary activity with regard to them, ==
all this he did in a manner that not only
corresponded with, but was also easily identifia-
ble with, the long-term interests of the movement
and the strategic goal of the revolution. It is
on the basis of this strength that Comrade TN
showed exemplary revolutionary optimism, unsha-
keable conviction in and assertion of the line,
and resolute confidence in the organisation. All
of which made him a constant source of cheer and
inspiration for all comrades. »

Today, when pragmatism in political conduct
and cynicism in spirit are swaying many a leader-
ship and rank-and-file of communist revolutiona-
ries, it will be a fitting homage to Comrade TN
to resolve that we will imbibe and strive to
develop this particular aspect of Comrade TN's
role.

Below is a part of the letter, written by
Comrade TN in September 1975, to the then
Secretary cf UCCRI(ML). In this part of the
letter he elucidates his impressions and views
on the "Emergency". Though it is nct 2 finalised
or full-fledged article, we can see in it TN's
integral political—ideological approach. We have
sligntly enlarged the original <o rake it more

>
legible. ,
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UNITY-STRUGGLE-UNITY FOR SEATS

"Even before a formal electoral adjustment could
take place amongst the opposition parties, the two
major left parties, Indian People's Front {(IPF) and
CPI, have entered into wordy clash over sharing of
scats in the forthcoming Lok Sabha elections.

"With the announcement of the chairman of IPF
Nagabhusan Patnaik to contest 15 Lok Sabha seats in
Bihar, the Communist Party of India came heavy on the
IPF describing it as an effort to . ensure the victory
of Congress, :

"patnaik disclosed that...IPF was prepared to .have
dialogue with any party, barring communal parties
like BJP. He said, 'however we will give first prefe-
recent to the left parties, as our main aim is te
give a left-ward shift to the Indian polity. Where
the IPF has no option, it would even support a combi-
ned opposition candidate including the BJP to rout
the corrupt Congress'.

"For some time the twe partiecs, have had discus-
sions on contesting the elections jointly. But the
main problem has been the common seats claimed by
them. The CPI had won the Jehanabad and Nalanda seats
in the last elections. But this time the IPF has
staked its claim. The IPF considers these two seats
as their base. The differences could not be sorted
out. Meanwhile, the IPF held its national conference
in Arrah in Bibar and dacided t» contest 15 seats,
including these two.

"However, in order to work out a policy, by which
the two parties could come cleser and ensure =he
victory of their candidates, the leadership of IPF
and @PI met in Patna to sort out differences....

-- Indian Post, 2/10/89.




' Punjab

Our Approach to the Employees™ Agitation

{Note: The Punjab state committee of the CCRI

has issued a booklet on the upsurge of the
employees taking shape there. The booklet
analyses the struggle for better pay, allowances,
etc, by placing it in a broad socio-political
frame; it poses the concrete problems being
faced, or which are going to be faced, by both
the trade union movement as well as the revolu-
tionary democratic forces involved; it suggests
remedies and concrete steps both in the immediat:
context of the trade union struggle and its
success as well as from the broader revolutionar:
perspective; and, it does all this in the light
of the fundamental revolutionary line, and, more
specifically, .in the light of the political
observations and the general and specific
directions of the December 1988 Political Resolu-
tion of the CC, CCRI. We are publishing here an
abridged version of the booklet, hoping it will
be useful to our comrades in other states. --—
Editorial Board.)

.... For guite some time, an acute unrest and
resentment amongst the employeces of Punjab has
been manifested in various forms. The employees
of the lower and middle layers of the interme-
diate class —-- the electricity workers, Markfed
workers, health employees, PYD employees, road-
ways workers, and school teachers etc, are on
the path of organised strhggles. What is unique
this time is that the higher layer of the inter-

mediate class, too -- doctors, ehgineers, colleg
teachers, education officers, and judicial . .
officers -- are on the move, ané are struggling.

The indefinite stxrike by doctors continued for
more than a month. Declarationg have also been
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reatly restricted the use of this taCtlc1b¥t§:e
guling classes of India. In fact, the exp gtrdeg
ruling classes are sliding off the en;xremasses.
of the prevalent crisis onto the workuggiS IS

In case of the workers and employegsl Ry e
experjenced in the form of an erosion

salaries.... .
Pay. Revision .

: i i wards the ruling
intaining its loyalty towar i
‘laZZéQFatgé ghird pPay Commission, hasé ghgﬁggg

:gts recémmendationslforezaysgzzzzl?zéel? gn
s and employees. E : !
;2§1Z3§§:§on of the statistics, it boasts of

i i used b
full neutralisation of pay ercsion ciiefs gnd
rising prices, new allowances and re ’

furthermore of a 10% overall increase in the pay.

i i i the contrary....
Sec theséi:lzgyalihgiéfetﬁz present pay-§§tg§rn
b 'ﬁ..implemented by the government lggzslzau;ed
&gthgr than neutralises,.thg pay erissges s
gy'thé.lhcreasing cos;fqiiilvigg;tIRs asa =8 &L
SRR mini?gznwzgzn(t;e mgnimum for the cept;e
gidaggslgiglic—sector enterprises); by reducing

i inu-
the rate of annual increments; and by disconti

ario ' = b lso has a biased

i ri ‘allowances. It al 3 ased

;ngrgazé :zWZids the administrative and civil
ppraQcé

i perts.
authorities, as against the professional exp :
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5§¥§érs, employees, profesi;qzztigii‘..l.
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" Realising th : 5
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gdéiup'by the employee-sectl
significant.... . p—
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osition being-

rugzl. in con:cnt,

the upsurge of the emplovees has a great objec-
tive political significance because of the
circumstances prevalent in Punjab in which it je
emerging, developing and affecting the whole
atmosphere.... No doubt, the people of Punjab

have frustrated the designs and attempts of.the
communal-fascist gangs to incite communal riots, .

and of the ruling class parties to perpetrate

the communal rift. Even so, the current upsurge

of the employees is a power ful Process, establi-
shing andg strengthening the class/seculgr basis

for the commor* interests angd fate of the people,.

Stalling the process of division on communal
lines andg particularly undoing the effects of
communal ideology. It is a severe blow to the
politics of the fascist forces ang to the rulinc
class parties!' politics of dividing the people. .
Indeed, this employees' upsurge is the first
shower of rain washing away the mist of State
terror hanging over Punjab.... This upsurge of
‘the employees -- emerging despite the deployment
of State terrorist gangs at every step, and
despite the black laws imposed to strangle all
civil and trade union liberties == is:an active. -

Process washing away the effects of State terro:
and suppression.. .. :

Expose *he Anti-People Character of the State

For long, the trade union moveément of Punjab
has been under revisionist and opportunist s
leaderships. That is why it is not armed with
the correct and concrete understanding about the

government. We have to show clearly and- concre-
tely how this government representg the imperia-
lists and the Indian ruling classes and how, : for

" the sake of exploitation by the imperialist-and’
' 25 SR A Lo




ruling classes, it denies legitimate rgmu;gr;:ign
for the labour of workers and employeg . ie
to show how, for theksakeaig Z;g?;?:i;n%or 2 eir
struggles of the workers O e T otas
rights, it devours trade unic R
ws, and does not beSLtate e .
E;:cgiiita;y for suppressing and crushing the
struggles of workers and em?lOYECZ' o v s
In the present context, it needs 8 e ahiown
clearly how thé ruling c}a$ses’are,e?_ Bled e
an all-round economic crisis. The ru ln%he wéight
through their government, are throw;za be weian
of this crisis onto the people. Erod eg itn
wages and incomes of tbe workers a?e alEsing %
i increasinglpr§gz? ?gdogiy o%e part of
i £ i ari _ |
gg:giﬁgeﬁ; ;giigy?aIn the pres%nttc1iﬁzmigiﬁgiz,
idi i liefs to :
aVOLGLnEchzgeigxggsf:gg :2 indispensable.need‘
JQdfﬁgpgoiernment. So, in these presen§0c1§$gm
gta;ces, the government can be'foigﬁdglesgare 2
cthing only if the emgloyees struggl e s
ik 2 d powerful -- in terms o§ their p ke
mq;uraﬁan mgmentum, and class-political con eges
Slvi?i:s;ubpressing and crushing thesehstrggg -
# 14 o;n before the ruling clqsseslt eizé
navi ptcv ay an unbearable political pr e
haviﬁgthe ?;itial stage of the strugg%z;szious
should make the strugqllng1empl?yeesfuthe e
igilant about the dual policy o i
i d;he overnment appeals, on the one a%d
@ent....1 t'oi of the issue through dlalog?itnl
for r%%G::‘;t}oﬁ.of the case before a commlthéb
for-p%lsEﬁé to }emove anomalies;lwhlle, OE
co?stlhu 5 it threatens "no worx, no payténtion
e anvtaks and enforcement ot the det 2 :
i 2%zkmaintenance of essential scriégeﬁé..
ECt igi emp16yees should be made to cgmsiraing
iﬁé importance of getting propafg?b?g Eirkeﬁ
their loins to resist s?ch n goad 1
attack by the goevernront.

26

Smash Narrcw Sepecticnal Boundaries,
Build Common and Broad Struggle Platform
Owing to the infection of reformism, there is
a tendency among the employeces of Punjab to give
Primacy to narrow sectionsl interests above their
collective interests. Every section demands
maximum egonomic concessions for itself rather
than projecting the common and basic demands of
the employees as a whole. As a result, despite
the basic commonness of the demands, in actual
practice these demands are neither presented nor.
projected as®common demands

..... Thus, each
struggle ~- though objectively a part of the
struggle of the employees as a whole -- turns
out to be a

Struggle of

this or that specific
section.

Moreover, owing to opportunist politics, the
employees' movement in Punjab is afflicteqd by
another serious malady. Viable organisations
have not been built o- the principled basis of
"one trade, one union". Rather, different oppor-
tunist political forces have formed different
political platforms....

This split and rift in the
movement has given birth to an
is that there is not a singie
is in a position to play
rallying other trade unio

Such a state of the tr
weakest aspect of the current emplovees®
struggle. Yet, there is cne
-~ viz, the fighting mood an
the general masses of
becoming a pressure on the ressective leading
teams, in favour of struggling and building
Struggle-criented platforms. We, especially the
revolutionary activists in the trade unions,
should further intensify this Pressure being
exerted by the general masses of the enplovyees,
and make it more effective.

For this, the
employees should be made to feel that without

trade union

other problem. It
trade union which
the pivotal role in

ns arcund itself....
ade unions is the

positive aspect oo

d ezgerness ameng - 7
emplovees, which isg
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unifying their strength into one it is not
possible to resist the onslaught of the State....

So it is highly essential to make the masses
of employees vigilant and conscious that in their
present struggle and in the situation shaping in
the country, the struggles being carried out on
narrow sectional lines will not be able to hurt
the government in any way, will not be able to
get anything from the government, and will not
do any good to the employees. Advancing in the
direction of building one union in one section
on the sectional basis, the massec of the emplo-
yees should move forward towards building a
common struggle-centre for the determined
pursuance of their common demands.... For this,
while taking up the demands of that specific
section, the entire employee sections should be
rallied on the basic demand of a master pay-
scale. Mutual differencés, doubts and objections.
can be resolved with a flexible approach and ‘
some consensus formula can be evolved. A similar
consensus formula, in the present circumstances,
could be a master pay~-scale on the basis of the
central pattern....

««. The principle of "one trade, one union"
should be implemented.... Applying this correct
general direction in the obtaining conditions
the following immediate steps can be sucgested:
Different parallel and section-based unions
concerning one trade should build a common )
platform on the basis of common demands. Stepping
further, a common platform of all trade unions
in one government department, board, or manage-
ment should be formed and then, above all, an
attempt should be made to build a broad struggle-
platform of all the employees of Punijab....

" The opportunist leading teams of the different
trade unions, afflicted with narrow sectional
prejudices, can be a major obstacle in the
process of immediately forming a broad platform
at the Punjab-level. aApart from this, the atti-
tude, enanating from narrow sectional tendencics,

~
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of remainring an indifferent or silent spectator
o§ the struggles of other sections can also be a’
big hindrance. For the sake of removing such
obstacles and hindrances, the struggling
employees should be mobilised, from right now,
for carrying out suppeort-actions and for
devgloping fraternal ties. Mutually supporting
actions such as this, will not only constitute
the initial steps towards building broad
employees' unity, but will also provide encoura-
gement to the struggling employees as well as
bgcgme a shield against the repressive and victi-
mising steps of the government. In case such
support and solidarity activities are not feasi-
ble in the initial stages at the state level,
tbey may be initiated at the district, tehsil or
Clty-centre level....

Even if there is no Punjab-level common
platform for struggle immediately,...a hartal or
s;rggglg in ‘any other form on a day fixed by co-
ordinating at the level of different unions would
not only truly reflect the unity and solidarity
of the employees, but it would also jeopardise
the government, as its administrative machinery
can not suffice to deal with such a broad action
on a single day.... For the employees of the
departments capable of causing direct economic
los;-to the government, such co-ordinated
activities are even more essential,

Another hindrance to building a common
struggle platform may be this: there may be some
organisations whose leaderships may be infamous
among the emplovees because of their servile
attitude towards the government, their anti-
emPloyee activities, and their imposing of un-
Principled splits on the established organisa-
tions; but they may have a consolidated impact
on the employees in some small centre or area
Oor they may have scattered and sparse impact in
a bigger area. In normal cnnditiéns, we keep
SQCp leaderships out of the rale of joint actdi-
vities -- in acco?dance with our policy of
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isolating and ousting them from among the
employees through directly and thoroughly
attacking their anti-employee activities and
policies.,.. But in the changed context of the
employees' upsurge, this policy should be applied
in a changed manner. Now, instead of isolating
them through direct attacks and ideological-
pclitical exposures, a mass pressure from below
should be built against these leading teams, in
order to make them participate in the struggle
so as to make it more broad and comprehensive.
Leading teams who refuse to join the struggle
would lose their hold as soon as the struggle.
acquires momentum and sharpness, while the leading
teams joining the struggle will also soon feel
shaky and the chances of their reneging from the
struggle and prostrating before the government
are plenty... The only condition for letting such
leading teams join the common struggle-centre
should be that they must have some mass base and
there should be eagerness for struggle.
Prominent Demand of the Hour:
Determined Militant and Prolonged Struggles
.«..The words of the governor of Punjab, in
connection with the doctors' hartal continuing
for more than a month, that: "Hartal may go on
for a year, but it can not go on for tep years",
show that even the longer struggles, being
carried out in conventional forms do not become
any headache for the government.... Rallies and
dharnas etc, of course, are means of mobilisation
2% they are not forms of struggle yielding acute
pressure,....lf anything can mognt immense
pressure on the government, it is this: After
making determined preparations for a 9rolqnged
struggle, obtaining the maximum mob;llsatlon
through conventional forms, inl?latlng the
process of co-ordinated activities, and through
this process building the common p;atform of
broad employees-unity, an advance 15 made_towards
paralysing for some time the entire functioning
of the government. Only a commnen any vrolongad
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€n masse hartal of the employees of the'entire
government and semi—governmentvdepartments; ie,
a general strike, can pose to the government the
risk of great political loss andAcompel it to
yiela....

So, keeping in view the immediate concrete
context of the present circumstances as well as
the strategic perspective of a developing
favourable revolutionary situation in face of
the sharpening crisis, all revolutionary acti-
vists should convince the workers and employees
apou@ thg impbrtance and effectiveness of deter-
Tlnou, militant, and prolonced struggles; and
Lhey_should Prepare them for them. Making use of
rallies, dharnas, mass casual leaves, etc, as
forms for_mass mobilisation, adopting the forms
o§ co-ordinated hartals and mass gheraos of heads
Oof different departments and other high officers
Qf governor-rule, the struggle should be advanced
in the directicn of a general strike

Raise Voice for Democratic Rights

-...For the sake of tackling and suppr i
essi
the struggles of the workers and emplo?ges, i

_ . s and for the restoratj

union rights. That way, too, the strE;SQeoihzzzde
hgs an economic content also gets a great poten-
tial for acquiring democratic-political element
But revolutionary activists should not rest ’
content with this sSpontaneous process. They
sbogld, from the very outset, make the employees
vVigilant and conscious about the anti-people
charactgr of these repressive laws. If these’
repressive laws are enforced, the employees
should be found mentally prepared ang mobilised

31




for the necessary resistance.

Besides the immediate. context, from the
strategic angle too, the ranks of employegs
should be provided with awareness that, wlt@ Fhe
further intensification of the economic-political
crisis in the country, far more struggles of
workers, working masses, and other oppressed
people are going to emerge, heat up,.and become
fierce. These struggles of the exploited classes
are going to advance towards peoplg's_a;med
revoluticnary struggles. In that 51tuatloq, the
ruling clsses will, for the safety bﬁ their rule,
resort to fascist oppression/repression to
suppress and crush these struggles; and the
marginal democratic rights and llbertles1of the
people will be snatched away and trampled upon.
So, in the emerging situation in the country,
the struggle for defence and acquisitioq of
democratic rights is going to have special and
basic significance for all oppressed people --
including workers and employees -- in the
development and expansion of thgir Just struggles.
Thus, the struggle for democratic rights should
also become an important ingredient of the
employees' struggle. .

Oppose Communalism

«-..FOr quite some time, communalism has been
a continuing challenge to the class organistions
of various sections in Punjab. Communal fanatic
elements have stained their hands.w1th the blood
¢f several employees and trade union leaders. In
the name of tackling communal terrorism, State
terrorism has not cnly been coming dqwn heavily
on the people but is also misnamlgg its own
terror as the fight for degencg of life and .
property of people and Fhelr 11pert1es.... T :
government and opportunist parties may preseg .
"~ the employees' upsurge as an obstacle to szq )
governmental activity and may accuse thg,s iggg
iing cemployees of thus objectively serving Sl
faratics' terrorism by 2ngaging the government
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in their own struggles.

No doubt, the trade union movement of Punjab
has been successfully protecting its class/
Sectional unity against the onslaught of communa-
lism; it has been continuing the anti-communalism
fight in various forms; and some of the trade
unions, by organising opposition from correct
revolutionary standpoint, have played a solid
role in the anti-communalist struggle. During
the current struggle too, employees' organisa-
tions should determinedly Ooppose communalism and
communal fanatic forces trom the point of view
of continuing their fight against communalism,
thus deflating the accusation of the government
and opportunjst political parties about the
consequence of the present struggle. Aand they
should do this, above all, from the viewpoint of
their own basic enmity with communalism.

:---In the conditions of there being no
uniform understanding among the employees'
organisations about the significance of this
-issue (viz, the fight against communalism) and
about the importance of opposing it, it should
not be made a condition for the building of the

- common struggle-platform. But, under the tempta-

tion of having broad unity of employees, organi-
sations formed on the .basis of communalism should
not be allowed to jein this common platform. In
fact, looking at organisations- based on communa-
lism as fragments of a disintegrated trade union
movement is to strike at the Very roots of the

class-sectional basis of trade unions. Our revo-
lutionary activists should remain fully alert in
this respect, and shoulg not fall prey to
liberalism in any form.

Mobilise Peoples' Support

----In this struggle with. the government,
whichever side -- the government or the employees
—- whosoever wins the support of the masses of
the Pbeople in general, will surely get the upper
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hand in the struggle. Realising the importance
of this aspect, the government has already
engaged its Public Relations department and
other propaganda bands to mislead the people
about the employees' struggle, whereas the
employees, generally, are not laying necessary
stress on this aspect.... The revolutionary
activists should pay special attention to making
the employees realise the importance of "winning
over the people's support for this struggle.
‘They should be urged to go to the people, explain
their case, and expose the misleading and
diversionary propaganda of the goverament. Along
with this, the revolutionary activists —-
especially the non-employee activists -- should
take the initiative to mobilise mass support.
Solidarity and support committees should be
organised by motivating the organised sections
of the non-employees, the other class/sectional
organisations, and democratic elements. Through
these committees maximum people‘'s support should
be mobilised. They should work with the realisa-
tion that the non-antagonistic contradiction
between the employees and the people -- which
the ruling classes and the government wish to
utilise in their own favour and against the
employees struggle (in fact against the revolu-
ionary democratic»movement)‘by giving it an
antagonistic colouring -- can be tackled and can
be solved in a non-antagonist manner
and from a revoluticnary stand-point .
only by the revolutionary democratic force.

The solidarity committees, constituted.by
sections of the people, can play the role of
bridging the schism between the people and the
employees. Revolutionary activists can, through
these committees, expose the false propaganda
too. They can concretely show the people that
the economic crisis prevalent in the country,
the poverty and misery of the people, and thg .
rapidly rising cost of living, are all cﬂuseg pY
the pro-imperialist and pro-ruling class policies
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of the government. Revolutionary activists can
show that_the present demands of the employees
for wage increases are just and that the argument
of the government that fulfilment of these
dcmands_implies imposition of new taxes on the
peoglg is misleading and wrong....Revolutionary
activists should boldly take up the task of unity
between the people and the employees in the
context of this struggle as well as in the
perspective of building up the united front for
the revolutionary movement.

Firmly Grasp the Class-Political Angie

While playing an active role in the employees'
struggle, the revolutionary forces should keep a
firm hold on their class-political angle. In
this struggle, especially in its initial phase,
the middle and upper sections of the intermediate
classes are seen to be more zealously active.

The class character of these sections is such
that when they are excessively restless and
pent-up, they rise like a flame; but because of
their vacillation and lack of determination and
stamina, neither can they maintain the consis-—
tency and militancy of the struggle on their
own, nor can they steadfastly confront the State
repression. They come to terms for small or
petty concessions and feel temporarily satisfied.
That is why, rather than concentrate our atten-
tion on the attractive activities of these
layers, we should concentrate primarily on those
employees who in the nature of their work and
economic social status are more akin to the
industrial working class. On account of their
eagerness, determination, steadfastness, and
militancy in struggle, these sections are capable
of becoming exemplary and vanguard sections in
setting the direction of prologed and militant
struggles, in maintaining their sharpness; 'and
in determinedly resisting State repression.
These sections also provide the boost and the
backing Zor tho middle and upper layers to
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persist in struggle. Full of class hatred for
the exploiting system, these sections show more
eagerness and capacity to grasp revolutionary
democratic politics. That is why, on the whole,
these sections are of basic importance for the
revolutionary-democratic forces.

Apart from these, we should deploy part of
our energy in those employees' organisations
which possess, or are capable of possessing,
from the mass-political angle, a prominent
placing and prestige in the trade union movement
itself....

In this struggle, a new and unigue phenomenon
is the adoption of the path of struggle for
their own demands by the lower category of
officers of the different departments. If these
lower-level officers by virtue of being the
lower layer of officialdom have an oppositional
attitude towards workers and employees, they
also represent (since officialdom as such is
wse upper layer of the intermediate class) the
disintegration and economic degeneration of the
intermediate classes caused by the onslaught of
the crisis. Thus, the dual economic social status
of this lower layer of officialdom become the
basis of its dual character as well....
Revolutionary democratic activists should provide
awareness to the employees about the dual chara-.
cter of this layer, projecting its class-limita-
tions, the importance of winning them over to
the struggle, as well as- the aspect of its
opposition to towards the employees. There should
be no let-up in the struggle against the anti-
employee activities of this layer. On the whole,
the policy of achieving unity through struggle
should be adopted towards this layer.

-...Struggle and propaganda from trade union
platforms for the acceptance and establishment
of revolutionary orientation and policies should
be carried on by remaining within the sphere of
trade union politics and within the norms of the
concerned organisation.... For the propagation
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of our party's policies, we must use our party
platforms. The result of ignoring the distinction
between the trade union platform and the party
platform is tantamount to not only erroneous and
harmful usage of the trade union platform, but
also to devaluing and obliterating the role of
the party platform -- negating its specific
importance:

Deploy the Strength Skilfully

--..5ince we are a relatively small force,
the prudent and skilful deployment of our
strength in this struggle, acquires utmost
importance. Even with a small force we can
provide a nucleus capable of pushing the struggle
ahead and in the correct direction, providing it
momentum and-sharpness, and carrying it out as a
prolonged and militant struggle....A small force
can play an effective role only by acquiring a
firm footing in a small and compact area. There,
basing itself on its concentrated and unified
strength and determined pursuance of its correct
revolutionary policies and struggle-tactics, it
can play a leading role in building model
struggle-centres. These struggle-centres should
be exemplary in ensuring the emergence of
struggles, in uniting the employees' strength
into one force in building common struggle-plat-
forms, in setting the stage for employee-people
unity, and in overall mobilisation and
propagation.

Grasping the basic importance of building the
model struggle-centres, different revolutionary
forces working in that specific area
should remain ever-ready for combined efforts
by arriving at the minimum common understanding,
because even the total combined strength of .the
revolutionary forces is far too short as compared
with the capacity of reformist-opportunist
forces. The already splintered capacity of the
revolutionary groups, gets further weakened by
mutual dissensions and rivalry not related to
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the issue at hand. This only benefits the
opportunists; whereas, on the whole, the unified
strength ensures the expansion and extension of
the revolutionary groups. In the areas where two
or more revolutionary groups have influence,
special attention should be paid to building
common struggle-centres, through combined effort.
These struggle-centres can become, through
practice, outstanding centres for the corrobora-
tion of our correct revolutionary policies. In
these struggle-centres, apart from extending,
expanding, and strengthening our concrete politi-
cal influence, we will be able to extend so as
ter bying our ntruggle -contres in proximity to
each other's also....

March Ahead on Revolutionary Orientation
Breach the Vicious Circle

....No doubt, revolutionary struggle policies
are exceedingly important for making the struggle
a success. But most important is the dissemination
of revolutionary democratic awareness among the
employee sections by integrating it with the
issue in hand, so that the employees may be able
to comprehend the rootcause of the concerned
issue and develop their struggles in the
direction of its basic remedy. )

Therefore, the revolutionary democratic forces
while showing the justification of the employees'
demands should make them clear and conscious
about the phenomenon of high prices operating
underneath, and especially about the exploita-
tion of the Indian people by the imperialist
forces and ruling classes through increasing )
prices, and the patronage given to thi§ gxplo%-
tation by the anti-people economic policies of
the government.... High costs, struggle for
petty concessions, again higher o )
prices, again struggle: this is a vicious circle
in which the employees' struggles remain
embroiled. Such embroiling of the workers and .
employeces in this vicious circle is in the
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interests of the ruling classes.
cunning move of theirs in order to provide an
outlet, time and again, for the pressure of resent-
ment and unrest among the workers and employees. .
So the real meaning of the struggle for wages
and.allownncos lies in developing it into an
antl—bigh—priccs struggle; mobilising determined
Opposition .to the anti-people economic policies
of thg government serving the imperialists and
exploiting ruling classes; initiating a struggle
on the common issue of high prices involving all
people (includ}ng the employvees) being tormented
and crushed by high prices -- especially the un-
Organisoed WOt KEng s workers, and peasants;
and 1n forging broad people's unity as well. But
this is pessible only if the employee sections
come cut of the above-stated vicious circle and
turn towards a permanent solution of the problem
and make efforts for that.
‘GetFipg workers and employees to come out of
this vicious circle, is the responsibility of
the trge revolutionary forces. For decades the
reformist-revisionist gangs had kept the
employee; trapped in this economist circle.
For purging the trade union movement of this
malady of economism, the revolutionary-democratic
LorFes should direct and prompt the struggles of
workers and employees erupting on economic
issues--of course, maintaining their own distin-
ctness sc as to explain what is needed politi-
cally for rooting out this malady. Therefore,
utmost effort should be made to turn the economic
struggles of employees into anti-imperialist
struggles on the issue of high pricés, and to
make them a part of the fight for smashing the
very system based on imperialist-feudal exploita-
tion, establishing, instead, the system of true
People's Democratic Dictatorship.

It is also a
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May Day Report:
Uniting the Workers, Exposing the Splitters

In our deliberations about May Day celebra-
tions we decided that, while projecting our
political understanding during the May Day
campaign, its one aspect should be particularly
emphasised. This is the aspect of .unity and
solidarity of trade unions under the influence
of different political forces. There was one
particular reason for such a decision. In the
period preceding the May Day campaign there was
an upsurge of the state government employees.

The release of a pay commission report evoked a
protest movement among state government employees
against the most unsatisfactory recommendations
of the pay commission. After years of stagnation
in most sections of government employees, almost
every section was on the march to get satis-
factory pay-revision. The objective need for
joint struggles and solidarity actions was
asserting itself sharply. This was so because,

on the one hand, no employees® union was in a
position singlehandedly to get its demands ful-
filled, and on the other hand, much common ground
emerged for joint struggles and solidarity
actions. The state government and the revisionist
trade union centres were trying their best not

to let employees' unions respond to this objective

particular political push behind sgch
of the revisionists (CPI and CPM) in
their opportunist thinking that
struggles of the people against the state govern=
ment will weaken the fight against Khalistani
térrorists since such struggles divert the atten-
tion of *he state governmant which is waging 2
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war against Khalistani terrorism. We, on our
part, were trying to project and propagate this
objective need in the form of a political
direction, very much required for the employees'
movement to get its demands fulfilled. Therefore,
in the May.Day campaign, we also wanted to drive
home this message of unity and solidarity in a
wider political context.

It was decided that, along with propagation
of this objective political need of unity and
solidarity among various sections of people, we
should try our best to realise every possibility
of demonstrating it practically in the May Day
celebrations. So we decided on the follewing
steps: (a) we should approcach other communist
revolutionary groups to issue joint statements,
leaflets, wall posters, étc in the  name of
pclitical organisations to project our common
May Day message; (b) the editor of our mass
political paper should approach other revolu-
tionary democratic mass papers to publish a joint
May Day editorial or a joint May Day statement
of editors; (c) on the level of mass organisa-
tions, our mass leaders should approach all other
pro-people mass organisations under the influence
of other political forces (including CPI and
CPM) to organise joint May Day platforms on the
City or town level. All the participant orga-
nisations should sort out the minimum common
political understanding which is to be projected
grom such joint platforms, while their indivi-
dual maximum political understandings could be
projected from their own scparate platforms,

{d} if any where organisation of a joint platform
1s not pessible, various mass organisations
should demonstrate together towards the end of
their separate May Day funcrtions. Only a few
commorl slogans may be chosen to be raised at

such joint demonstrations. If even this is not
posgible then all the organisations should con-
clude their May Day functions at the same time

s0 that concurrent dispersal from various
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functions of slogan shouting masses may leave a
comparatively massive and collective impact on
the town or city.

In the following, we describe three from among
the May Day campaigns under our leadership in
different centres, so as to highlight particular
Z_...tures oi cur efforts towards the end of
building up working class solidarity and of
@xposing the treacherous and divisive leaderships
in the working class movement.

Impiemeritation 5

A dn o oan industirial city. wWe have a knoewn
mass organisation of industrial workers there
and some influence among railway workers. A
representative meeting of various mass organisa-
tions was called on April 12 at the initiative
of our mass leaders to organise a joint May Day
platform. This meeting was attended by represen-
tatives of industrial weorkers, democratic rights
organisation, electricity workers, roadways
workers, railway wocrkers, textile workers,
telephone employees, C.M.C. hospital employvees.
Apart from us, the other trade unmion centres to
which these mass organisations belong are AITUC
and HMS. It was decided that, after holding their
separate May Day functions, all the organisations
would organise a joint demonstration where
commonly decided slogans would bhe highlighted.

A wall poster was.published in the name of all
the above organisations, giving the call:
"Celebrate May Day Jointly". CITU had refused
joint celebrations from the very beginning._
Further, within few days of the above decision,
the higher authorities of AITUC and HMS too
backed cut. There were clear indications of a
difference of attitude of the upper leaderships
of AITUC and HMS from the local representatives
of mass organisations attached to these trade
union centres. Most of the latter were inclined
towards joint activity with us but the former
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Linacc to AITUC, especially those of telephone
cmployces and hospital employees, tried to
persuade the AITUC leadership for joint May Day
demonstration; but they felt helpless in the
face of the intervention by the CPI's district
leadership. In spite of this, these organisations
assured a, token participation in the joint
demonstration. One of their leaders expressed
their own inclination saying that while they
wanted to stick to the earlier decision they
could not afford to get expelled from the party
(CPI) on thid issue. Similarly, the local repre-
sentatives of the HMS assured token participation
in the joint demonstration in spite of the
decision to the contrary by their higher
leadership. ’

A propaganda campaign was initiated by our
organisaticon of industiial workers, a week
before May Day. a troupe of about 50 workers and
some students organised a flag march in an
industrial area; organised shows of street corner
plays_in the two big sguares of the city;
organised a rally and song-and-music programme
in a park. Again, on 30th April, a troupe of
about 100 workers demonstrated through half a
dgzen industrial areas. A group of 35-4C workers
with flags in their hands entered a wrestling
show where about 500 spectators greeted them
with enthusiastic slcgans commemorating May Day
martyrs.‘Women activists related to the )
democratic rights organisation organised meetings
of women in some localities.

Onlthe morning of the lst of May, slogan-
ghoutlng groups of workers emerged from various
1ndgstri§l areas and gathered at the office of
their union. After a brief flag-hoisting ceremony
hundreds of workers marched on a 4-5 km route '
through the city to reach the venue of the main
funcﬁlon of May Day. After preparatory gate-
meetings and meetings in colonies, a group of
70-80 railway workers organised a torch-light
procession for 3-4 hours in the railway colonies
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on the night of April 29. On the morning of May
1, after the inauguration of their new office
and flag ceremony, a 8etachment of about 250
railway workers and employees demonstrating
through the railway colonies reached the venue
of the joint function.

In this joint function, thus, about 800
people, comprising railway workers, industrial
workers,' telephone employees, roadways employees,
Nepali workers, democratic rights activists,
women and students, held an impressive and
spirited rally. After the rally they marched
about 3 km bofora concluding their May Day
celebrations near the bus stand.

Before reaching this destination the
demonstration passed by another May Day function
being held by the CITU leadership. When the
demonstrators reached a point near the CITU
function, the organisers of that function
stopped their proceedings and began to give
revolutionary slogan calls from the stage -- in
order to warm up their audience against any
possible disruption by the approaching “rival®
demonstrators and in order to generate a preven-
tive atmosphere against any possible dominating
impact of the comparatively massive demonstration
on their own small gathering. But the leaders of
demonstration, instead of throwing themselves
into a competition of slogan=shouting with th?
organisers of the CITU function, stoppgd calling
out slogans and led the demonstration 1nstead_
into positively answering the slogan-ca}ls being
raised from the stage of the CITU -function. They
thus implied that they had come near the CITU
function not with the motive of rivalry or
disruption, but with a feeling'of solidarity
with the audience of the function.

“B" is a little town. Before coming to the
narration of May Day celebrations there, it is
worth mentioning the tussle that had been going
on for a month or so between our comrades and
the pro~-CPI-CPM trade unionists on gquestions of
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organising a solidarity committee and solidarity
actions in support of the then on-going struggles
of government employees —-- especially that of

the Punjab doctors. In this town, there is only
one mass organisation under our leadership
(organisation of technical workers of the
electricity board); we also have some links (not
very strong) in the leadership of two other mass
organisations (also related to the electricity
board). oOur organisation of electricity workers
gave a call to organise a solidarity committee
and solidarity actions in support of the strugg-
ling doctors. Trade unionists belonging to
revisionists (CPI, CPM) opposed this move of
ours, directly and indirectly, and succeeded in
sabotaging three s5uccessively called meetings of
the representatives of various mass organisations
of employees intended for organising a solidarity
committee. '

In this tussle of 30-40 days, our correct
policy and the persistent Propaganda and persua-
sion campaign by our comrades bore fruit.
Revisiconist trade union leaders were isolated
and pressurised to join the solidarity committee
comprising about 20-21 mass organisations. Most
of these organisations are either under the
direct leadership of revisionist, or were loosely
attached to their trade union centres. One
organisation of fourth-class employees of a
department is linked to INTUC. The leader of
this organisation said to our comrades that
though he is a Congressman yet he is against
the government's attitude towards employees'
demands and he supported our direction of joint
Struggles and solidarity actions.

Then came May Day in town "B". The-union of
technical workers of the electricity board
again gave a call for joint celebrations of May
Day by all organisations of workers and
employees. Revisionist trade union leaders of
the area were again opposed to this move of our
comrades. But defeated and humilisted in the
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previous tussle, they were feeling weak in the
struggle against our trade union comrades. So
thlsltlme they called for help from one of their
bigwigs, a trade union leader of a nearby big
town. Our comrades organised a meeting represen-
Fed by lé mass organisations to consider the
1ssue of joint celebration of May Day. This
revisionist trade union leader, along with his
20 followers, came to attend this meeting
although neither he nor his followers belong to
"any of the mass organisations of tbwn "B" or its
surrounding arca. After some informal chat, the
organisers of the meeting (our comrades)
requested the outsiders (the revisionist trade
union leader and his followers from the nearby
town) to leave so that formal proceedings of the
meeting might be initiated. These uninvited
participants refused to go out, saying that they
were all comrades and had nothing to discuss
separately and secretly, that they should all
sit together to sort out things collectively.
Our comrades left the issue, sensing that
struggle over this issue then may not be useful
for the real objective of this meeting. Initia-
ting the discussion on the agenda of the meeting,
our comrades explained their proposal that all
the pro-people mass organisations of workers and
wmployees of the area should unite on one plat-
form for May Day celebrations. They proposed
that, for sorting out the minimum common
political programme to be projected from the
joint platform, each participant would have to
make some concession in the form that he would
not project those points of his political ugder—
standing which are in basic contradiction with
the politics of the other participant organisa-
‘tions. Revisionist leaders tried hard to divert
the discussion by asserting the correctness ef
their revisionist politics. They refused to make
any concession and thus frustrated the attempts

of our comrades for joint colebration of May Day.
g

Af=ar this, Swo May Day platforms amerged in the
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town, one led by our comrades and the other by
the revisionist leaders. The revisionists started
a denigration campaign against our comrades. In
this tussle between two May Day platforms, our
ccmrades had won over 11 mass organistions and
only five had remained with the revisionists.
Being isolated, and seeing the danger of public
exposure ~of their weakness of mass influence in
the case of two parallel May-Day functions, they
had to agree to the proposal of joint May Day
celebration. So, as a result of the victory of
our comrades, a joint May Day function was held
-- which was well attended and which left an
inspiring revolutionary influence on the masses
of the town.

"C" is a town in an area which had been a
stronghold of the CPI for a long time. The CPI
leader of the area had won three Assembly
elections from this constituency. So this party
also dominates the trade union politics of the
town. Now, for few years, a bitter struggle has
been going on between our trade union leaders
and those belonging to the CPI. In spite of this
situation, the trade union platform of the town
supporting us circulated a letter to the active
members of all the mass organistions of employees
and workers to celebrate May Day jointly. This
letter and propaganda and persuasion campaign of
our comrades evoked a positive response among
the rank and file of the mass organisations
attached to the revisionist trade union centre
of the town.

This unexpected development had worried the
revisionist leaders much and they geared their
machinery to counter this tendency of joint
activity with our comrades. In the first round
their local trade union leaders organised
meetings of all their trade union activists and
sympathisers to dissuade them from joint May Day
celebraticons. Finding themselves unsuccessful
in this campaign thev called for the area leader
of the CPI (ex-MLA). This leader 1is known for
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his disinterest in party work of mass mobilisa-
tiocn and propaganda except for his own election
campaigns. But he was very active in the
persuasion (in fact pressurisation) campaign of
his party for separate May Day celebrations.
Normally the revisionists never care for any
sort of prepaganda and mobilisation as a part of
their May Day celebrations Usually their May
Day function in this town used to be a mere
formality. But this time, being in severe compe-
tition with our trade union platform, they spared
no effort in their propaganda and mobilisation
campaign. The town presented a spectacle of
election days. Wall posters, wall writings,
stickers and banners of both sides could be seen
everywhere in the town. Our comrades decided to
make a video film of the May Day function. The
revisionists got wind of this decision. Next day
they were howling on the public address system
in the town that they are going to make a video
film of their May Day function. Thus they had
tried to allure the people to attend their May
Day function for being photographed in the film.
On May 1, they had summoned their district level
trade union leadership for canvassing and trans-
- ported a few truckloads of persons from other
areas to make their May Day show massive.

Though the attendance in their May-Day
function was bigger than the function organised
by our supporters the revisionists were on the
defensive. They did not at'tack our trade union
platform in their speeches of the function,
because our comrades were successful in projecting
their positive image in the hearts of a sizeable
section of the ranks of mass organisations
attached to the revisionist trade union centre.
A few mass organisations, moreover, formally
broke away from this centre and decided to join
our trade union platform. Some other trade union®
activists, formally under the leadership of
revisionist, conveyed to our comrades that in
fact they were in favour of joint celebrations
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but that they could not prevail upon their
leadership. In two small-scale factories, workers
were divided. A section of them attended the
function of the revisionists and the other
section went to our 'side though they were
formally under the leadership of revisionists.

Apart from uniting various mass organisations
of an area or a town on a single May-Day plat-
form, we had also thought that after short May
Day functions at various town-centres the masses
from these centres should gather at a bigger
common centre to preoject their massive strength
in a collective May Day function. But this idea
could not be implemented. Instead. of this, five
May Day town committees (each containing 3-4 to
11-12 mass organisations) issued a joint May Day.
poster to project the spirit of unity and
solidarity of the people of these five towns and
areas. Similarly, with our initiative, five mass
revolutionary papers (supporting the lines of
glve different revolutionary groups) published a
joint May Day message. This was the first joint
activity of so many mass revolutionary papers
supporting different political lines. Apart from
this, a joint wall poster was released by our
political organisation and the Punjab unit of
C.T.CPI(ML). A leaflet was issued by our politi-
cal organisatioi which covered all the aspects
of our political understanding and which compen-
sated for the concessions made by our mass :
organisations to join May Day platforms. A
special May Day supplement was issued' by the
mass political paper supporting our line.

Once again, we have seen concretely through
our May Day campaign that a strong urge for joint
Struggles and activities is prevalent in the
organised sections of workers and employees. The
opportunist political forces are consciously
keep;ng them divided for their own narrow and
selfish political interests. These opportunists
can be isolated if the urgent need for joint

struggles is projected correctly and effectively.
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They have no political arguments to counter the
correct direction of joint struggles and they
invariably fall back upon a denigration campaign
against revolutionary forces., Although the trade
union movement is dominated by revisionist
parties, their grip over. trade union activists
and ranks is very weak. A section of these
activists is attached to the revisionist parties
because of some petty personal gains while
another bigger section is there because of the
weakness or absence of alternative revolutionary
centres of working class. By developing such
revolutionary centrea of working class which may
coneistently follow the correct trade union
policies and effective tactics, the revisionist
trade union centres can be easily shaken and
demolished. ’ ‘

WHERE EVEN CONGRESS-I FEARS TO TREAD

Where no other party could spring to the defence
of Punjab's most notorious police officer, the well-
known CPI leader of Punjab and editor of the Punjabi
CPX daily, Jagjit Singh Anand, has this to say:

*With Gobind Ram in command, the streets of Batala
regained their old hustle and bustle. Shops remained
opgn till late night.... .

" ®And then the story of excesses against Gurmit
Kaur and Gurdev Kaur broke out....

"....P0litical parties of the Right and Left exce-
1led each other in denouncing Cobind Ram.

®All this hue and cry led to the transfer of Gobind
Ram from Fatala. Even this did not satisfy his perse-
cutors. They demanded his exi™t from Punjab.

®....Let us not forget that both Chaman Lal and
Gobind Ram belong to the ranks of those who gave
battle to the terrorists to safeguard the unity and
integrity of the country. And the political parties
that have consciously sacrified their best leaders
and cadres in this notle cause should not lose :'xightr
‘of the ‘fact that today they stand on the same side of
the barricades as conscious public scryapts who have
risked their all and made no less sacrifices are

standing.”

-- Indian Express, 6/10/89.
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Pepsi Project

‘

Compradors Alone Could Argue This Case

This year, on "Baisakhi” day, the foundation
Stone was laid for the first plant of Pepsico in
Sangrur, a district of Punjab. The entire project
has threg partners. The biggest, Pepsi
Inte;ngtlonal, has a share of 40 pei cent. The
remaining 60° per cent share is equally distribu-
ted between Voltas and the state-owned Punjab
Agro Industrial Corporation. The new company is
to estapllsh_an agro-research centre, a potéto
and grain processing unit, a fruit and vegetable
pProcessing unit, and a soft drink concentrate
manufacturing unit. It claims it intends to
consumg 5,000 tonnes of potatoes, 25,000 tonnes
of grains and 80,000 tonnes of fruits and vege-
tables while pProcessing and manufacturing so%t
drinks, pop-corn, potato chips, fruit concentra-
tes and so on, for local and foreign markets.
Fifty per cent of its production will be pop-corn
g:gngotato chips and 25 per cent will be soft

S.

The American-based Pepsi International is the

second largest multinational dealing mainly in

soft-drinks - after Coca-cola. Pepsi

per cent §hare of the world market? ;02:; ;tls
operates in 150 countries with a total work force
?f 2.?5.lakh workers. India is part of the
remaining” uncovered world. Pepsi's annual
turnover is over $10 bn (Rs 16,500-crore) .

ﬂxgh such economic might it -also exercises

p911t1ca; clout. The former American President
Richard Nixon reportedly took much help from Pepsi
in gettlng'elected, and thereafter‘Pepsi even
succeeded in establishing its plants in the
Soviet Union. Pepsi has also been notorious for
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aircragt, anti-armour ammunition
range instrumentation,"

Apart from this -- ang es i
) T _ . pecially since
vhen India Signed memorandum of»undgrstandi;;as

with the U.S. on hi-tech -- the U.S. has opened

and test

cxvxllap uses. In 1987 alone the U.S. approved
45690 licences for sale of controlled items of
h}—tgch to India, with a total value of $826
million. Almost half of India's imports from the
U.Sifazﬁ in this department. - )
f- € reader glances back at k i
of mlsﬂi}cs, and the additional c§3§u2§§C;;gti°n
electronics equipment and knowhow' required to
convert rockets into missiles, he will see what
a8 ernreial I<ie such technology must have played
in the design, on-board instrumentation, ground
instrumentation, flight-path testing, internal
guidance, and tracking of the Agni.

V.5. Arunachalam (the all-powerful head of
DBDO, Sgcretary of Defence Research, angd Scienti-
fchAdylser to the PM) admitted in the context
of Agni, "One of our major weaknesses is compo-
nents. We have missed the silicon revolution,
When the world went into microprocessors and
Jjumped from large-scale integrated circuits to
very large-scale integrated circuits and sub-.
micron technologies, we had been left fa. behind.
Most of the components (for missiles) we need in
e}ect;on@cs we have to import and that is a .very
big liability." (Frontline, 10-6-89) So z;ch’for
Igdig's”ability-to independently fabricate a
missile -- it cannot even make such essential
components! ‘

‘But this is to understate the extent of
foreign technology involved. The Agni project
involved not cnly what goes into the missile,
but even the work to be done before that stage.
In the very design phass of Agni, various =
2quisment had to bo aemploved which is unlikely
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to have been manufactured indeperdently in India
(the land which enters into technical collabtora-~
tions for even push-button telephones): a six~
axis motion simulator to test missile cocmpenents;
an ultrasonic wind tunnel where models are tested
upto four times the speed of sound); "ccmputer
assisted design" computers (CADCAMS) which, by
enabling the designer to "draw" his design on
the computer, save a huge amount of time and
infuse precision; an analogue computer asscciated
with the motion simulator, which is used to
programme the simulated flight path. Between
1983 and 1987 alone there have been 37 foreign
collaborations by Indian companies for computers.
(For example, an advertisement by HCL computers
for CADCAMS states that "in addition to frigates,
they (CADCAMS) have helped develop rocket engines
for our space effort, rotors for our aircraft,
and circuit boards for our radars." The hardware
for these CADCAMS the advertisement claims, "is.
more than amply supplied with systems made under
licence from the world no.l, tpollo Hewlett-
Packard". Hewlett-Packard is one of the biggest
defence contractors in the U.S.) )
Between 1985 and 1988 the Government has
cleared over 750 collaborations with the V.S
U.K., France, West Cermany, Switzerland, Sweden,
and other countries for the import of technology
in electronics. Two wore recent examples: Hewlett
Packard is now establishing a joint venture in
India in which 40 per cent of the eguity will be
held by itself, 20 per cent by Blue Star Ltd,
and 40 per cent by the Indian public. It will
produce electronic instrumentation for use in
"defence, aerospace, and telecommunications".
Similarly, Honeywell, another major U.S. computer
military equipment firm, recently announced that
it is "pursuing a number of military programmes
in co-operation with the Indian government".)
Another example: it is claimed that 60 work
centres, laboratories, universities and produc-
tion centres in the private and public sectors
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are purt;ciQnting in the design and manufacture
of the missiles in the Integrated Guided Missile
Development Programme (IGMDP). (This in itself
reveals hew much of .'civilian' research and
dgvglopment is actually intended to serve the
military.) But most of the more sophisticated
computers used by, for example, scientific esta-
bllshments, are imported. The Indian Institute
gf Science at Bangalore, which imports much of
1ts most sophisticated electronic and computer
equipment, has been thoroughly involved in the
programme; much of the work on the IGMDP is done
in a defence laboratory also in Bangalore. The
Indian Institute of Science is also to be a
recipient of the much-discussed U.S. super-
computer. None of this can be unknown to those
who sell India such equipment.

As Frontline (10-6-89) reported: "The U.S.
yad also.agreed, as part of the Indian requests
in the mid-1980s for technology, to provide
electro-optical instrumentation for the National
Test Range in Baliapal, Orissa. The equipment is
already in place and was used to track Agni. The
U.S5. must also be aware that many of the compu=
ters sought by Defence Research and Development
Organisation and supplied by the U.S. would be
used for the Integrated Guided Missile Programme
(set up in 1983, and including Agni). With its
sophisticated intelligence network, the U.S.
probably had full knowledge of the Indian
programme." .

The Director of DRDL and head of the Agni
programme, Abdul Kalam, declared: "We were
thrilled that the multiple tracking system net-
worked with the Interim Test Range at Balasore
was a success." (India Today, 15-6-89),

In fact, the CIA chief recently told a U.S.
Senate panel that after the Agni launch, the U.S.
was contemplating cutting off supplies to India
of state-of-the-art U.S. technologies such as
. missile gquidance; is this not an admission that
_ such technologies have been supplied to India by
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the U.S.? ) ‘
At any rate, the supposed American displeasure

at Agni was very superficial. The latest U.S.
Defence Secretary's annual report emphasises:
"We are continuing to develop our security co-
operation‘*with India, the region's pre—-eminent
power, through training visits, technical
exchanges, attendance at exercises and service
conferences, sales of material, and technological
assistance fqr a variety of defence production
projects.” Prominent among the latter are the
Light Combat Aircraft and certain systems for
the Main Battle Tank. K.C. Pant's recent visit
to U.S. defence establishments (including scme
which the U.S. advertised as particularly top
secret, and never displayed before to Indian
eyes) generally re-affirmed the close co-opera-
tion in the armed forces with the U.S.

Indirect assistance

There are mysterious bits of informaticn
provided by the Government. It was declared in
the Lok Sabha that "only 10 per cent of Agni was
impcrted. This raises two questions: first, what
was imported, and from whom? After all, the
components that were directly imported by the
Defence Ministry not only must have been unavai-
lable in India but must have clearly been open
to military uses; the seller, too must have-been
aware of this. Thus the sale would have constitu-
ted tacit assistance to the Indian missile
programme. Secondly, what about indirect imports
(ie, imports made by Indian companies who produce
systems for the Agni)? These are evidently not
covered by the Government's declaration.

Apart from this, there are other areas which
we can hypothesise about, but for which no firm
information is yet available, For example, we
are told that 30 per cent of the components of
the ASLV-2 (which failed in July 13, 1988) were
bought from Indiah firms, and a similar but un-
declared percentage for the Agni. Who are theca



Indian firms with such advanced technology?
There is virtually no Indian firm in the field
of high-technology which does not have foreign
collaberations. For example, the engineering firm
Larsen and Toubro, which has collaborations with
various foreign firms, has been.manufacturing
rocket cases for the space brogramme ard, repor-
tedly, for Agni. Since the materials required
fer missile and rocket casing are subjected to
enormous pressure and heat (upto 3000 degreeces
Centigrade), they aee unlike the materials used
for any other customer of Larsen and Toubro.
Since it in unlikely that L&T devieloped the
requisite technology on its own, it would proba-
bly have required a separate, fresh foreign
collaboration for this purpose alone. The foreign
collaborator and the country approving the sale
of such technology to L&T {India) would be
perfectly aware of the end-use. But this would
not be considered as part of the foreign exchange
component of Agni, but rather that of L&T.
(During September 1987 to March 1989 alone, L&T's
foreign exchange expenditure was Rs 112 crore ~--
a figure only surpassed among private sector
firms by Reliance.)

Similarly, Siemens AG., the West German firm,
is one of the major suppliers to the West German
armed forces: it supplies electronic equipment
for tank, vessels, helicopters, aircraft, and
rockets/missiles. Siemens AG morecver has colla-
borations for electronic equipment with Indian
firms who also supply electronics eguipment to
the Indian armed forces: Bharat Electronics Ltd
(BEL), Bharat Heavy Electricals Ltd (BHEL),
Electronics Corporation of India Ltd (ECIL),
Gujarat Communictions Electronics Ltd, and West
Bengal Electronics Develcpment Corporation
(Webel). Siemens's collaborations with these

firms may be ¢f a *dual-use' nature -- ie, they
may have military applications. As we mentioned
2arliler, at least 50 prr o caent of the cost of
soshigticated military hardware today is in
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electronics and computers. Bu: of coarf?r;gEE
indirect involvement bynq g?;ﬁngﬁiTazcESrt B e

i 11d be shown as "in = : £ - T
3gnéatgbé;L advertisements wblch dei{dretﬁzab
"our defence electronics cqu{pm?nt Egg e
nation alert andd?e?ureé;éé giogigmao A
i red~in...Indila's spac 2.
igiglgﬁ;rat Heavy Electricals Ltd, a czTgigy
with continuous string of 54 cclla?ggg a;d .
between its inception in 1964 a?d ? s'tiéd
company which since the late 1970s ha N g N
itself to a string of collaborations ?t e
AG, now announcing (on 21-9-88) that ;“ Y gl
"diversifying into defence glectron;i £0 9za
claim, for a company which is not able selt
the power equipment it manufactures to eve t

Indian power industry.

In sum

In sum, despite the paucityuqf gvallab}e e
information, the claim of the ;ndlgenousSLGEI
of Agni carries no weigpt. A rockgt (the ,
developed under the aegis of fgrelgn spices
agencies is modified with fgrelg? computers,
testing equipment, electronics, a?d caglgg
materials; it is fired and then tracke Y of
imported tracking devices. This is the story
Agni& is true that Agni is not the fgll—E%eiggi
import of a missile from any s}ngle imperia ;t
power. It is unlikely be so, given t@e prgsilst
correlation of strengths of various imperiall :
pewers in India. But the entire progeg; orlAggs
is one of manysided dependence. Agnl 1s on'gie
indigenous as the Indian comprador bourgeol:;o :c

We should also remember that even ?hls 1eroli
effort of the Indian comprador class 1is éot so :
reliable. It is true that, after tyo ungxp%aliec
bumgled attempts, Agni was fired, that it Bo? »
off, and that it cdropped somewherg in the Bay g
Bengal. But the Government myster}ously refuse .
to disclose the ‘®exact spot where it dropped. Why
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Given the enormous Precision of satellite photo-
graphs taken by the US and USSR and even by West
European“commercial-firms who rent facilities on
Satellites and sell the information quite openly
and legally, what is the secrecy involvegd in
where the Agni fell? 1t may be part of the
Government's deliberate cult of Secrecy about
all defence matters, which is intended to incul-
Ccate irrational acquiescence in the public mind.
But it fs also quite possible that the Indian
Government, until it buys that information or
obtains it from an imperialist power, may not
even know where the "cmbarrassingly accurate”
misgite fell,

In fact, the sLv rocket, on which the Agni is
based, and the ASLV, which it resembles, have
had sorry history. oOut of the four SLV launches
and two ASLV launches by ISRO, two sLv and two
ASLV launches have failed. Despite elaborate
departmental enquiries, there is as Yet no clear
explanation for these failures, particularly of
the ASLVs. (Despite this, the programme for the
even more ambitious PSLV steams ahead!) This 66
per cent failure rate is the highest among the
countries that report their launches. Agni
succeeded on the thirg attempt; but that is no
guarantee of what will happen next time. The
fact that a nuclear-armed Agni will eventually
be aimed from Balasore, Orissa, at Pakistan,
should send a shiver up the spines of not only
Pakistanis, but of all the North Indians under
its flight path.

For all their breast-beating declarations,
that Agni is an indigenous project and that (in
Rajiv Gandhi's words} "technological.backwardness
leads to subjugation”, the Indian missile-makers
have been trying desperately for further foreign
collaborations for the Agni. An attempt to get a
Super computer from Japan (which can help in _
designing missiles) was turned down; a licence
to import from the U.S. a Combined Acceleration
Vibratisn Climatic Test System {cavcrs, or "shake
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and bake" device), to test the ability'of )
missiles to resist heat and pressure, is now in
question; an agreement with France for liquid )
fuel rocket engine technology is gpparcntIY.901n
to be substituted by the French w;?h §ometh1n?
less clearly in violation of the Missile Testing
Control Regime. But at any rate, it is glcar to
the Indidn ruling classes tha: fake anti-
imperialist rhetoric is not by itself going to
get them their latest desired toy -- a rel%able
missile that can massacre civilian populatlgns
in neighboumning countries. For that capability,
they will have to hold someone's hand.

ADVANCING PEOPLE’S WAR IN PHILIPPINES

26 (Reuter):"Communist rebels in the .
gggf?g;ines say they are aiming to ta*e.pqwer-Yitgzg
ten years and worsening economic ?ondxtlons wi : P
them do it... The outla;gehComﬁgczigagsr:¥ ?ist e

ippines marked the anni t
?2iiégs; y:sterday, assert@ng that even\bagkmng fzg
the government from the United Stat?s woul_ no : P
the vltimate victory of communism. There is notegy
the United States can degeat.a:r?solute pro;fagd Qo
peoplé‘s war in the Phélxppggngsre::e pfrty sai

3 t distributed to e p .

:a:§2t§$e?Kvoﬂc):"The chief of the;ml}ztary ?gm of
the banned Community Party of Phlllpplr‘ies.saa che
yesterday that leftist guer}llas had survived
21l-out war ordered by President Corazon Aquzno.le"

' Rolando Kintanar, chief of staff_of the. New ngp =
Army (NPA}, said rebels h§d continued to exgan'1§t_a;
claimed that they had slazp 128 troopers and mili i
men, including several officers in V}sayas_rfgzog.
April 9 (UPI): “The jailed leader of the .out awgd
Communist Party of the Philippines (CPP?Vha§1§a1
that rebels control most of the country's vi t:gg:
and are gaining strength despite set?acks_én : :10
war against the Manila government...'outside i r .
Manila, in the 63 provinces, we already contrg .?gz
of the villages, except probably those close to
capital', he said."”
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China

Teaching by Negative Example

Lest some people still have some illusionsg
about the’

the State, the Chinese revisionis
their true character once again in May-June thisg

year. This time, only mnrn nakedly and brutally.
On June: 3.9, 1989, the ruling revisionist auto-
Cracy in China proved to the people of China and
of the world that it is as Shameless ang ruthless

as any gther autocracy in the world, murdering
and terrorising the masses of the people -- gyen

faction that hagd staked its
bower by fanning an outright
"Democracy Movement™,

Despotism of Revisionist Autocracy

about the figures of the dead, put out by the
foreign press, they cannot erase the fact that
they cold-bloodedly massacred large numbers of
people on June 3-4, 1989, First they admitted
that: "Because there WEere numerous onlookers and
students some were knocked down by vehicles,

Some were caught up in crowds, and others were
hit by stray bullets. During the riot more than
1,000 of the people. were wounded and more than
100 dieg.n (Beijing Review,June26-July 2, 1989),
Later they raised tnis figure to over 200 dead
and more than 3000 wounded (Beijin Review, July
17-23, 1989). 1t is obvious that they will never
come out with the actuail figure. However,
according to the Chinese Red Cross sources, the
casualties wera "no losgs than 2,600 people killeg
and 10,000 injured” {EEQEEEEEE' Junes 10-23, 1289) .
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afrer this bestiaiitvy, the Ch:nesoﬂpe??lerUlP
will never forget tha:t under Ehe éus?urifggratiéz
of the Deng revisionis?s the "People's losite
Army" has transformed 1t§élf into its opp the.
While under the leadership of Comrade M;o, .
CPC and the Chinese Sta@e!had never emp oyelr1 :
PLA to suppress civ111§n dlsturbancgs, a; A
fact, there were no such disturbances t en are
seen now. Even during the G;ea? Prolgtarla;
Cultural Revolution, when m;lllops of QEOPLE .
held rallies and dem:ns::atlon% in §h91rhshrugge
against certain capitalist roaders in powcr,t ik
PLA, far from suppressing the people, prqtgc e
them. The PLA under Comrade Mao was a shlplnq
example before the whole worlid fo; its integra-
tion with the people. But today the PLA had
turned into a mercinary and anti—ggop}? forqe:
Again, under Comrade Mao:s leadersnlp,'CEE s i
first principle in suppressing cougter—re\o;utlo
naries was: "As a general rule, before passing a:
death sentence, (to) refer the case to;the masses
and consult democratic perscnages" (Main Points
of Resolution of the Political Bureau, Februarg
1951.) Such was the mass approach and the confi-
dence in the masses that the ?PC had, even in
the earliest phase of its coming to power when
it was facing a fierce counter—revolutlgnary e
onslaught inside China and was engaged_ln.a 11_e
and-death struggle with American imperialists in
Korea. But now, within a fortnlgh; of the June
3-4 massgcre, the Deng-Li Peng cllqge, irn the
name of quelling a “counter—revolu?10nar¥
-rebellion"”, subjected scores of “r+oters* F?
summary trials and sadistic gxecutlons: Moot of
those thus executed were ordinary Eeopiﬁ == I
Deng's words, "unreformed elements'.or d{OSE
and dregs of society". The actua} rlDQIE§CEIa,
whom the cligue charged for lead%ng the "counter-
revolutiocnary rebellion", are 1¢:t scotfrge to
enfjoy the patronage of imperialist embassies.
The ruling cligue is on the hunt for more )
"ricters". It is continuing its harrassment and
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terrorisation of people, through arrests and
?§§5:EE§§gnsnin t??us§nds, by announcing rewards
irning over the "riote . i
"neighbourhood committégghcrs Py
g:ﬁg?ﬁqurticipants in the unrest; by drastically
t g down recruitments '
cutting down enrollment intgngsgif???gt maged M
than 30,000 etc. ' ) ® by more
Such %s the despetism of the Chinese
€?v151onlst ;ulers that one need not bhe surprised
: 1!11-"11--wr; 1heans Lhat appeared at the eime n';‘ ‘
:rUu: Chinese troops had to fire on pro- o
democracy protesters...because the securit
forces had insufficient teargas and no rubge
bullets or water cannon, the Premier Li Pen 3
Eo%d an 5merican visitor" (Reuter). And "Ag
Chinese 3gdge confirmed last week that éhe famil
of each victim {executed) would be billed forll 4
t@e cost of the bullet -- 1 Yuan, worth 27 cents"
(News Week, July 3, 1989). e

Mass Anger Against the Regime

_More than anything, the tyrannical &
Chinese regime show its despgrateness ZEtihZf
face of total alienation from the people -- apart
from the fact that tens of thousands, sometimes
hgndreds of thousands, of people had occupied
Tirananmen Square for two months and participated
in massive demonstrations in defiance of the
regime. The mass anger against.the regime is
evident from what the Chinese rulers thémseives
put out to justify their acts: "in the several
days of the rebellion, more than 1,280 military
vehicles, police cars and public buses were .
wrecked, burned or otherwise damaged.... During
the same period, arms and ammunition were stolen
More than 6,000 martial law soldiers, armed ’
police and public security officers were injuraed
and the death toll reached several dozens."”

(?eéj?ng Mayor's speech —-- Beijing Review, July
17-23). :
-
"From June 4 to 8, a total of 319 railway lines

to collect information

were put out of action for nearly 350 hours....

"In Shanghai, nearly 100 armed pclice and
firemen were injured on June &, by a mob....
(Beijing Review, June 26-July 2 )e

Such large-scale destruction of the military
and government outfit cannot be the handiwork of
a handful of conspirators. It is the result of
the people's pent-up frustration with the
oppressive conditions under the revisionist rule
and the result of the mass fury against the
repressjon let loose by the regime. If the people
were to be on the side of the Chinese government,
it would not have been possible for a handful of
reactionary elements to sway the people in their
favour.

puring Mao's lifetime, the CFC faced many an
attack from bourgeois Rightists. But CPC was
nover afraid of them, and always isclated and
defeated them by mobilising wide masses of people
into "Great Debates" and anti-Rightist campaigns.
Always it was: "We should not be afraid of dis-
order or of being unable to extricate ourselves"”,
and "which class really benefits from this slogan
of speaking out, airing views and holding debate
in a big way and writing big character posters?
In the final analysis, the proletariat, not the
bourgeois Rightists". (Mao, volume 5, page 503).
Such revolutionary confidence, optimism and faith
in the masses is alien to revisionists.

Today, for Chinese revisionists, "Airing views
and holding debates and writing big character
posters" are anathema. They cut a sorry figure
and reveal how much they are alienated from
people when they say: "The main difficulty in
handling this matter lay in that we had never

"

- experienced such a situation before, in which a

small minority of bad people mixed with so many
young students and cnloockers" (Deng to PLA
Commanders on June 9, Beijing Review, July 10-16,
1989). Deng reveals another fact when he says:

"I believe that after serious work we can win

the support of the jreat majority of comrades

81



w p— L 3 3

a;éﬁ;nt;:equrty (ibid). As of today, leave

of tiie CPC mombers are.nop Ealiion cooioieEity
reacticnary "Democrac?"nﬁévigéiEEd PAALnSE the
) ?he_fact of the matter i; fio
beginning, what fue
and was worried

e ; ght from the
the Deng clique clearly perceived

about was, ti! i
e : . ¢ ne eruption of tt
mass discontent into a mass revolthunderch e

cgnditions of a bitter figh i
5ionist and reactiona:ycﬂixﬁmifggie;oszg r;ﬁl—
;ioggftzcggai giason_for declaring the séudézz
ol as urmoil® which involved a thre

E?ag;i Ei:L?uEO suppress them; that tpo is thgt
1_(_317' ].:«--l--?ﬁ rrlr“‘1.'1‘1_’1n~‘! martial law on May 20, and
Junn-i:;‘ ?lluo;w 4 reign of military terror on
o e s B the time, while the ruling clique

S 1ncapable of -- rather was opposed to —-q
rallying the people to expose the reactiocnar
character and designs of the leaders of the¥y
Demogracy“ movement, these administrative
coercive measures actually added fuel to the
rising angexr of the people against the oppréssivp
cenditions unde; the existing revisionist rule.
And now the ruling clique turns around and sa :
that a few "bad elements" and "olo+ters“lh d ”
utilised these coercive measures té sprcada
rumours and rouse the antagonism of the stud
and people towards the government. e

Counter Revolution vs. Counter Revolution

The fact is, most of the reacti r
whom the ruling revisionist cliqueoggézsézag?rs'
brewlng and leading a "counter-revoluticnar
rebellion", are their own kinsmen. The Beij{ng
Mayor's report (on behalf of the State Council
Eo the.NPC Standing Committee on June 20) on
Rgs§§ktpg the Turmoil and Quelling the Counter-

utionary Rebellion® eiji i

17-23) configms tgiiTon 'Bel1ing Review, July
3 Fang.pizhi, who is accused of organising a
Neo-Enlightenment Saloon", "Democratic Saloon'™
ate, and of raising nlogans to establish a
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western—-type "Democracy"” and "human rights” in
China in collusion with the foreign-based
reactionary organisation "Chinese Alliance for
Democracy", was the first Yice-President of the
Chinese University of Science and Technology and
a leading member of the CPC till 1986-87.

Yan Jigqui, who has now defected from China
and, based in Paris, is organiging an
international "Front for a Democratic China" to
promote wWestern democracy and human rights in
China, was a top ‘aide of zhao Ziyang the now
deposed Secretary of CPC.

Chen Yizi, who is accused along with Bao Tong
(secretary te Zhao Ziyang) of leaking the party
secrets to stir up naticnwide mass strikes for a
"]ife and death struggle” {(instead of hunger
strikes and peaceful sit-ins) and who is now
associated with the above mentioned "Front for. .
Democratic China" was the director of the
Political Reform Rescarch Centre of the Party
Central Committee (of CPC). His associate Gao
Shan was the deputy director of the same Centre.

Many others like Chen Ziming, Ge Yang, Su
Shaozhi etc, who are accused of campaigning to
"reverse the verdict on the fight against
bourgeois. liberalisation” and for rehabilitation
of Hu -Yaobang, were the directors or such other
key figures in the higher educational and
research institutions.

Above all, 2Zhao Ziyang, who is accused of
having “"unshirkable responsibility for the
shaping up and development of the turmoil" had
been hand-picked by Deng to be the Premier for
over 10 years and Secretary of CPC. -

Thus the top leaders who led or abetted the
"turmoil" are none other than a dissenting
faction of the ruling autocracy. This "turmoil"
(according to the Deng clique) or the "Democracy
movement" (according to the imperialists and
their Chinese henchmen), is not aimed at over-
throwing the Chinese autocratic State as such.
It is only aimed at replacing the mask of "Four
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Cardinal Princi " i
“inciples®™ ("Keepin iali
gpag and upholding the peogle?stge;girzg?lallst
ictatorship, leadershi \ e
and Mao Zedgéqﬂgﬁgsgg?ﬁphﬁf EhEhCOmmunist A
T S : hic e D i
st;i; employ to deceive the peoole}e:?tgligue
Tiét of b?urgFOLS "democracy" and "multi—pa?ty
System". In this, the dissenters w 113
Bk B ) 415 i aer 513
;?e ?Lo?lng disaffection amon; peoolg Efl;iséggt
agsg?gzéggiar‘—" towards the Deng Eliqué Thisn °
on is mainly urban based ’
the peasantry did not ticigate. saine.. LLroe
: "Ly G participate. Mainl t
_confgsed and misled student community angr “he
- ? .
;fculgns.of_aggr}eved urban working Population
LEe rawn into it. The various twists and turns
?n? ups and downs of the movement show the e
iuddst??p's links with various contending
mperialist powers i i i
SomoRs itselg. and with the feuding factions
Thl? socalled_"Democracy movement” is anti-
ggmgunlst, reagt}onary and counter—revolutionary
By ay of providing polltical-ideological leader:
é ;p,.Fang Lizhi and others ~-- the Chinese
_E harovs who are sold to Western imperialists
. peddleq (through organisations such as,
" emoufat}c.Salogn", "Federaticn of Autonomcus
gtg?enus d?ions in Colleges and Universities"
ultra-reactiona i i
ol ry bourgeois theories
" "Attempts at socTalis i i
t m and their failure
constitute one of the two maio i
- r
208D Settarin: 3 legacies of the
" 3 :
4 Soclialism had completely lost its attraction
?n thgrg was,the nreed to form political
pressvre groups' to carry out ‘reforms’ for
polﬁtlcal democracy and economic freedom":
.whgther there is any rationale now for
Sgc1al}sm to exist" and "whether Marxism-Leninism
fits tne.realltles of China"; "we have been under
a communist system for 40 years and we a i
living in hell"; ‘ " Stll;
Two of China's promincent dissidents, Yan Jiaqi
(an academic, former head of the department of
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Political Science at the Academy of Social
Sciences and an adviser of Zhao Ziyang) and
student leader Wu'er Kaixi. who fled the repre-
ssion in Peking, consider “hat students and
intellectuals have a dete:mining role to.play in
their country's developmernt, "The Chinese
Communist Party, which has a fundamentally
peasant character, must become intellectualised,”
said Wu'er,. "Students are the people's driving
force." They had succeeded in mobilising 1.1
billion Chinese, including workers, even if the
latter "have no very clear idea+of democracy"”.

Earlier this year the same Fang Lizhi had
addressed an impromptu meeting of students in
Beijing University, where he had argued that the
orthodox Marxist notion of Proletariat as the
revolutionary class was outmoded and obsolete:
intellectuals constituted that class now.

By way of providing an Economic Prcgramme
they criticised the revisionist economic policies
of the 13th Congress of CPC, as leading to
*stagnation". Through a "declaration on private
ownership at an early date,.,., greet a new future
for the Republic”. Fang revealed the emerging
reactionary class alliance when he expressed the
"nhope that entrepreneurs, as China's new rising
force, will join force with the advanced intelle-
ctuals in the fight for democracy".

Thus, in economic terms and in the immediate
context, this movement denoted a developing
contention between the still dominant bureaucrat
capitalists and the developing private capita-
lism, though both are aligned with imperialist
capital. The "entrepreneurs" who have flourished
under Deng's policies till now, seem to have
grown envious of the CPC and the government
officials -- the bureaucrat capitalists -- who
are monopolising all avenues of pilfering,
profiteering, hoarding, blackmarketing, nepotism
etc. The "advanced intellectuals" who, panpered
by Deng, have not only acquired higher learning
with imperialist aid but also have lapped up .
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imperialist culture, are seeing butterfly dreams
of becoming masters of the universe by breaking
off from the mediocre revisibnist bureaucrats'
controls. These forces can achieve their aims
only with greater dependence on the imperialists
and social imperialists.

-However, as part of their own drive, the
reactionary leadership of this so-called
fDemocratic movement", have fully laid bare the
rampant factionalism, bureaucratism, corruptjon
and nepotism of the ruling clique. They have
sought to gain credence for their anti-communist
theories by projecting these evils of the
revisionist CPC as those of a Communist Party
and its rule. In the same attempt, and in order
to utilise the mass disaffection towards the
regime, they intertwined their anti-Communist
theories with some slogans directed against the
Deng clique: "Down with Deng Xiaoping"; "the man
who should not die has passed away (reference to
uu Yaobang) while those who should die remain
alive (reference to Deng)"; "decaying men admini-
stering affairs of the State": "autocrats with
concentration of power": "a party of conspira-
tors"; "not to follow the old disastrous road of
non-prccedural change of power as in the case of
Kruschev and Liu Shaoqui®; "non-procedural change
of power as in the 'Cultural Revolution! will nc
longer be allowed in China" (these last two in
the context of the ongoing faction feud between
Zhao ziyang clique and Deng-Li peng clique); "an
organisation on the verge of collapse"; "dissol-
ving the incompetent government and overthrowing
autocratic monarchy"; "abolition of Chinese
Communist Party and adoption of the multi-party
system"; etc. '

At the same time, according tothe Deng clique
itself, the reactionary Fang and Co, when the
wind was going against them (after the "Democracy
movement” was declared a "turmoil® by the ruling
clique), changed their slogans to: "support the
Communist party”, "support Socialism", "support
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the Constitution”, etc. They also changed, "down
with dictatorial rule" etc to "oppose hureaucracy,
oppose corruption, oppose privilega" etc. The
reactionary leadership of the movement thus has
no basic difference with the present revisionist
autocratic Constitution and State of '‘China. Their
opposition to the revisionist CPC is only with
regard to'its name and not'to its content. They
used the 'Communist' label of CPC to discredit
Marxism-Leninism and Socialism by highlighting
the crudities of the present regima.

This ploy,, of using the utterly hypocritical
label worn by the revisionist autocrats to dis-
credit the very idea of a Communist Party, of
dictatorship of Proletariat, and of Socialism,
was orchestrated internationally by imperialists
and all other reacticnaries to whip up anti-
Communist frenzy throughout the world. During
May-June 1989, the imperialist and reactionary
press, including in India, produced article after
article, each spicier than the 315st, in denoun-
cing Marxism-Leninism and Socialism. They
surreptitiously drew absurd parallels between
the actions of the present revisionist autocratic
regime in China and those of the proletarian
regimes headed by Stalin and Mao.

Perverted imaginings were produced in print
to project the massive but misled' demonstrations
of the people against the Chinese€ regime as the
final proof of the failureée of Communist theory
and practice. The imperialists were so thrillegd
that the Voice of America, the government-run
radio network, extended its programme in
Mandarin (Chinese language) to 11 hours a day.

It started beaming the service's first TV news
programme via satellite to about 2,000 digh.
antennas in China, most of which are at mll%tary .
installations, "to make sure the Army, a major
player in the power struggle, gets an accurate
account of what is going on" {according to VOA
director, News Week, June 19). -
87
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The deludad) ambitions of the imperialists
and.their reactionary ‘henchmen will not bear
fruit. Their attempt to parade the dead corpse
of bourgeois democracy as an alternative to
proletarian revolution ang dictatarship cf the
pProletariat is bound to fai1.

Far from Proving' the failure of Marxism-
Leninism, the €vents in China, by negative
example, prove the continuing validity of

What is seen in China today is the social,
political and economic crisis of the capitalism
that was established there in the past decade.

After dismantling the communes and the
ccllective production teams, and beginning HiEh

i sm- ini introducing "individual responsibility system”,
ﬁ;gfgsﬁhggﬁf“;?m; TE?Y Prove how correct was the Deng cgique has now fulEy restoreﬁ pgivate
dictatorqhi} of Egn 1nuing revolution under the 3 agricultute, in the guise of the State leasing
Correctnésspof-theevgigiegar;at: They prove the f the land to the individual peasants for 30 years
rian cultural revolutio CO Dbgtne great proleta- ' (renewable, and with hereditary rights, right to
They prove that the 50_2a1§ 2 e and his ilk. .. sell, and right to hire farm labour). Along with
ment" is only a logj 1 oxre ‘Dem0cra?y ROVe- : this, about 13% of rural households were officia-
of Deng's Vg;nrp._gfcél “¥tension and a variant lly designated as “"specialised" on the grounds

It iﬁﬂbéhg's ;oi;gyegt$g$éh Bad Sl of "efficiency", and given preferential treatment
People, in the absence of an or : ; réven the for allocation of material inputs and technical .
rian revolutionary leadershj ganised proleta- services. Now, those with capital and official
though only to give . ooYPs, 1nto this movement, connections "parlay their control over means of
and anger Jive vent: to their frustration production into family incomes in excess of

’ 10,000 yuan a year. Those without tHem are sunk

to bare subsistence levels" (William Hinton).
Inspired by the “get rich" slogan and the profit g
motto, the enterprising farmers switched from =i
grain production to cash crops, leading to a steep M

Deng's Counter—Revolution and Growinag Mass Unrest
——————~fIRevolutio

. The Deng clique, after capturing power follow-
ing the death of Mao, subverteq Marxism-Leninism

?zglgggd“igg?EOIShéP Of the proleteriat. It i fall in grain production and food shortages.
is the K l;:hfaf inal theory -- "class struggle Rich farmers and traders control over 50% of the -
fo*ces (;ghe* . T7T wWith the theory of productive food trade,and hoarding and speculation have W
bu:ween it pr}QCIPal contradiction...is that i become the order of the day. There is drgstlc;”_
thth ©_9growing material ang cultural needs ; cutback in rural secondary education. While ther
e QBOEle and the backwardness of social : is growing rural unemployment and underemploymel L=
??0duCt10n ). In the name of increasing produc- 3 the pauperised are driven to urban areas to earn -
tion, they tore every fibre of Socialist econcmic 3 a living by any means possible. It is these
policies Pursued under Mao's leadership, Step by & people that Deng calls "dross and dregs of ..
Step they established capitalist economic ; society", who resorted to rioting and rebellion
poll;les and the market—oriented economy with : Private enterprise in other sectors was i
Erof:t‘as the motto. with this, the Deng cligue 5 éncouraged, toco, mainly in transportation, trade
Cragged ctha deep into the web of fore{gn ' and services. Such units reached the number of
_tlnanc?lcap;:al. Year after year, they promoted . 11.64 million by 1984. Though their share is
the Paelicy that“some people get rich first, still a meagre 0.2% of the national output, they
then we will have the other people get rich". spread the culture of private enterprise and
: petty production throughout the country.. On the
88 A other hand, State-owned industry has been tran
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managerial class. State,
controls over them were r
began in 1973. i

: By 19?4, all of industry was brough
LI2Sponsibility™ profit sygtem withugh; gggirof
a full capital and labour market and distribu-
tion bylsupply and demand". Under this the
managerial class is given unlimited po&ers to
szgazg g; closg gown or diversify production,
ire an ire 1 i i
on the profit potentia??our’ “Rpending Nia
. Mean:hile, with a new "labour c
e workers were denied job securit i
benef;tg, and welfare provisions, wﬁicﬁrtﬁgi had
b?eg enjoying till then. The workers' right to
Strike was removed from the Constitution in 1982
and the workers were placed at the mercy of m
managerial mandarins. The Free-Trade Zones
established with much fanfare, have been a’
fiasco. Ins?ead of attracting foreign investment
and generating export earnings, they have become
a drain on the country's foreign exchange. And
they have become centres of corruption. Faced
with appalling working conditions, low wages
rising prices, job insecurity etc, the workeés
have beenllncgeasingly resorting to strikes.
Factories dropped production of cheap every-
day items because of low profitability. Shortages
increased. "According to official statistics,
210 out of 506 industrial commodities and 55 out
of 141 agricultural products could not be
produced in large enough quantities to meet
de@ands“ (Beijing Review, June 12-25, 1989).
Prices were decontrolled and fixed according to
the "law of supply and demand". "By 1987, the
market set the prices for 65% of agricultural
goods, 55% of industrial products, and 40% of
raw materials" (Kolko, Monthly Review, April,
1988). Food prices alone rose by 50% in May 1985.
In 1988, China's overall "retail price index
rose by }Q:S?'(Beiﬁing Review, June: 12~25, 1989).,
in Beijing, prices “have risen 95.5% in the
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last five years" {ibid, August 14-20). Petty
capitalist traders exploit the people with price-
gouging, hoarding, corruption and speculation.
China, which did nct have a single dollar of
foreign debt a decade ago, now owes imperialist
countries over 42 billion dollars.

With the "reforms" in industry and agriculture,
#nd with.the policy of "get rich first", the
Deng clique laid the ground for ‘ideas of
"individual freedom" based on private property,
the hallmark of "bourgeois democracy”. It thus
openly broke apart from ideas of having "both
centralism ahd democracy, both discipline and
frcedom, both unity of will and personal ease of
mind", based on socialist production relations.

With this the illusions about bourgeois demo-
cracy, which is obsolete both historically and
in Chirnese conditions, seem to have developed
among some petty bourgeois sections of people --
among students in particular -- enabling the
imperialist and reactionary forces to mislead
them.

With their strategic policy of "opening up",
the Deng clique facilitated invasion of China
not only by imperialist capital and technology
but also by imperialism's decadent culture. With
the penetration by the capital and technology of
different contending imperialist powers, diffe-
rent factions emerged in the CPC and in the State
administration owing allegiance to different
imperialist powers. These factions, while feuding
among themselves for control over power, have
been manipulating public opinion and unrest in
the interests of their own factional fight and
in the interests of the imperialist power with
which they are allied. This is evident in the
earlier agitations {opposing foreign eccnomic
invasion) being directed particularly against
Japanese investments and trade and in the timing
of .£he peak demonstrations of the recent
"Democracy movement" to correspond with
Gorbachev's visit -- indicating the play of
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inter-imperialist contradictions in China
Deng could achieve all this through persecu-

and_through Stifling the people's voi

striking out the "four great greedOmsic?"zgeakin
our freely, airing views fully, holding great 7
debates, and writing big-character posters")

from the Constitution in 1980, Red China, where

the;r dgstiny, was turned into a neo-bureaucrat-
capitalist State under Deng. In this State while
a few became rich overnight, the majority found
life became miserable and suffocating. The
bureagcratism, corruption, favouritism and
" nepotism have become ‘so rampant among Party and
State officials that the kith and kip of a number
of_top leaders == including three of Deng's
children -- have been involved in financial
scandals. Such conditions confounded the students
fven more. They were faced, on the one hand
with rising hostel bills, lack of adequate '
educational facilities, and job insecurity and
on the other, with the lure of the Western way’
of life. They were fed on the "horrors™ of the
Cultu;al Revolution and on the virtues of
"getting rich first". They grew restive,

Under the prevailing conditions of deprivation,
yarlous_sections of people began to resort
1n?reas§ngly to protests and struggles against
price hlk?s, low wages, bureaucratism, corruption
and nepotism of the officials ~- and for democra-
tic rights. In particular, the student protests
went to.a pitch in 1985. They were directed
@gainst price rise, against corruption, and
against Japanese economic invasion. Thus they
were directed, to one degree or other, against
Deng's economic policies. However, subsequently
they were diverted into a political “"reform",
movement with initiation from Derg himself. While
introducing elections to local congresses,
students were encouraged to digcuss “polirical
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reform”. Since then, "democracy" has become zan
undefined catchword for the student community.

It is against this background that the student
protests, raising slogans against corruption and
for "democracy", began in April 1989. In the b
absence of an organised proletarian leadership,
the reactionary elements could divert the unrest
into a reactionary "Democracy movement®. The
bitter factional fight within the CPC for power
(between Zhao Ziyang who fell out of favour and
the Deng-Li Peng cliques) and, as it appears,
the contradiction between American imperialism
and Soviet social imperialism, facilitated and
influenced it. Economic demands -- such as
against price rise and unemployment —-- and
demands of workers were carefully avoided or
side-tracked.

Nevertheless; apart from tens of thousands of
students, large sections of urban people, inclu-
ding some workers, participated in this
"Democratic movement". Different sections,
including radical and revolutionary elements,
appear to have joined protests, with their own
demands and slogans. In fact, Deng lists "the
remnants and evil elements of the 'Gang of Four!
among those who resorted to beating, smashing”
etc. Besides, in demonstrations commemorating
May 4, 1919, there were diametrically opposite
slogans -- some saying, "even after 70 years
nothing is achieved" (thus denouncing the Chinese
people's democratic revolution) and some saying
"without May 4th there would not have been '
Chinese, revolution” and hailing Mao. Notwith-
standing the anti-Communist rhetcric of ‘the ,
reactionary leaders, there were singings of "the
Internationzle”. This shows that the demonstra-
tions and processions were not hemogenous. For
pecple who once enjoyed "Great Democracy" and
who have not forgotten the days of the Great
Proletarian Cultural Revolution, the demands to
punish corrupt officials, oppose bureaucratism,
for press freedop and for democratic rights, may
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have appealed. Irrespective of the theories of
the reactionary leadership, what was all perva-
Sive was the pent-up frustration with and anger
against the revisionist autocratic regime. It is
this that scared the Deng clique into resorting
to such tyranny and greater cunning.

Only More Cumnning and Autocratic

s

Being a more experienced revisionist and
reactionary conspirator than his proteges and
present detractors, Deng Xiaoping knows that the
conditions are not still ripe for an open
renunciation of Mao's Thought and dictatorship
of the proletariat. That is why, when faced with
the contention for power by his own proteges and
partners, part%cularly in conditions of raging
mass anger against his policies of capitalist
restoration;.Deng licks Mao's boots and surrep-
tiously’ takes shelter under some of Mao's
theories, which he has earlier denounced.

Once Deng.denounced Mao's truly revolutionary
organisational steps and the slogan "bombard the
headquarters”™ as violation of party organisatio-
nal principles and cultivation of "personality
cult". He made a big show of "veterans making
way for younger generation" through calculatedly
"relinquishing of important posts by veterans".
Yet now he reveals and justifies his factional
role by proclaiming that the present victory
against a "rebellious clique"-is because “we
still have a large group of veterans who have
experienced many storms". In fact, Zhao Ziyang,
the Secretary of CPC, blew Deng's lie when he
revealed in a "first" public disclosures "Comrade
Deng Xiaoping's helmsmanship is still needed for
the most important issues. Since the 13th
National Party Congress, we have always reported
to Comrade Deng Xiaoping and asked for his advice
while dealing with the most important issues."
(May 16 meeting with Gorbachev). Indeed, Denyg
has been the extra-Constitutional monarch.

Earlier, Deng had clearly dropped "taking

3
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truggle as the key link" and proclaimed: -

Siizzsssirgggle no longer constitutes:the.prlngl:\a
pal contradiction...”. Yet now, to save his 5k¥?g;'
he characterises the storm that he faced as a - _°
*counter-revolutionary rebollion"_almed at over-
throwing the Communist Party and the socialist
system. Further, in a decept;?e posture of bexgg.
profound he pontificates: "This storm was bo:g
to happen sooner or later. As'determ§ned by e
international and domestic climate, }t‘wgs EogndK u
to happen and was independent of man 5‘w1;1‘, i kL
(Beijing Review, July 10-16, 1989.).“ Bl

Deng had ridiculed Mao'§ slogaqs" grasp 1?V9—c
lution and promote production” and geep politics
in command". But now, while proclalmlng the ‘
"crux” of the recent incidents as "ba51cal;y the
confrontation between the four c¢ardinal princi-
ples and bourgeois liberalisation”, Deng is '
forced to lament at least in words: "if there is
anything amiss, it is that these (four carﬁlnal)v_:
principles have not been fully implemented :
(ibid). He goes on to point out how much he has
talked about these principles and about the
necessity to fight against "bourgeois.
liberalisation”. : s

At one time Deng has ridiculed Mao's pollc}esw
as "egalitarianism imported from other countries
In place of those policies,.year after ¥eaf the
Deng clique peddled bourgeois slogans: "Get =i g
rich"; "to get rich is glorious”; "some must get .
rich before others". But ncw, in a seemlng;a?outﬁ;
turn, Deng ordains: “"Hard work is our traQ1tL9n.
Promoting plain living must be a major objective
of education, and this should be the keynote for
the next 60 to 70 years" (June 9, speech to army
commanders, Beijing Review, July 10-16, 1989).

In fact, in the same speech, which 1s being
paraded as a basic document bg the CPC,'Deng sy
proyes his cunningness in making the§e seemlngly:_
Marxist pronouncements. While asserting the ba51c_
line ("the general conclusion") of the 13th. . -~
Ccngress as correct, Deng asserts-his counter-
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is;glﬂtlcnary objective: "What is important is
Closeaecg?culd“nerer change China back into a
e ”:nﬁgy ¢ "I should Say our reforms and
et "Perh; ; Ve not proc?eded adequately enough" .
e T withpa this bagd thing will enable us to go’
moEe steadvreigi? and the open-door policy at a
Y, tter, éven a fagtey ace™
s Egg fgigulatlon of the "general goncl&sion"
s th; X 1_ParEy Congress of the cpc, as that
of fhe 2arlier tongresses, jis diabolic. 1t is
pOiegred ;g as, "one facysg"® and "two bésic
nts", e "one focyg" is defi

) efined "ag » i
sﬁﬁnETiF ?ev?IOpm?nt the nationt'y contrn?atigg"
_ PoBnnle polnks" are Put as, “upholding
the four cardinal inci s e e

roce Principles and persjists i
therollcy of reform ang opening SDfSlStlng o

Or anyone with even an el ary se
: ne | 7 ementar

Mar¥1sm—Leplnmgm and of the principlZssggse of
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Ee:torat%on in Ch}na: The “opening upg i:lézthin

ut serving imperialism. These two are the ?
gornerstones of_Deng's counter-revolution which
ave brought Chipa to the present pass

Ngt only for Marxists, but even for.non—
Eg;:éﬁsz andtgnti—marxists, it is a matter of
C ns? at this "polje of ref
cpen%ng up” and the “four cagdinal pgigéi;;gs"
(Mao's Thought, Leadership of thae Communist
garpy,_nlctatorship of Proletariat, ang the
Socialist Road) are diametrically opposed to
each other._Yet, Deng and: the revisionist cpc
chant‘them in the same breath. ror Deng and Co
mouthing the 'four cardinal principles’ ig necé-
Ssary to deceive ang discipline people. The
Egiifgqut"reform and opening" is meant for
apitalist restoration i i -- i y
b el e i 1n China 1n the process
"his cunning is the particularity of
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revisionist rule, not only in China but the
world over.

We find that even after overthrowing the
dictatorship of proletariat, revisionists do
retain the label of Marxism-Leninism and
Dictatorship of Proletariat. This is because,
even after the overthrow of Proletarian Dictator-
ship, the, people deeply cherish the ideals and
memories of Marxism-Leninism and Proletarian
Revolution. Any open denouncing of them would
make people rise in revolt. So the only way left
for revisionists is to retain these labels till
such a time 4s their revisionist and reactionary
philosophy has seecped into the society at large.

More importantly, it would be suicidal for
revisionists to allow even elementary and formal
bourgeois democratic freedoms for open speech, a
association and strike -- particularly for the
people of the socialist land who have experienced
or inherited, the experiences of revolutionary
mass struggle. That is why they preach and
practice autocracy in the form of an open
dictatorship, but in the name of proletariat.

That is also the reason why we sée people in
the once-socdialist countries, rallving even
behind the formal and deceptive slogans of “"free
speech", "free press" etc, raised by openly
reactionary bourgeois leadership; but only after
becoming fully confident of the consolidation of
capitalist relations of production and ideas, do
the revisionists venture to renounce Marxism-—
Leninism opnely and adopt openly reactionary

bourgeois form of rule. (This is what we see in
case of Poland, Hungary, Soviet Union gte)a
Meanhile they keep raising slogans of fighting
"bourgeois liberalisation®. 4And this fight
against "bourgeois liberalisation" by revisionist
autocrats is actually directed against the
people, directed against Socialism. :

Bhat is why Deng too ordains: "What is
important is that we should never change China
back into a closed country". The meaning is clear
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posters" were the forms of people's expression
and involvement in the social process. These
forms have developed in the course of anti-
Rightist campaigns and struggles which the CPC
had led ever since 1956 under Ccmrade Mao's
leadership. allowing, .cncouraging and practising
them under the leadership of the Communist Party
was established as "Great Proletarian Democracy"”.
They were conclusively proved as the "form of
waging mass struggle” best suited for the content
of the current class struggle and for resolving
contradictions among people: This form "brings
socialist democracy into full play...on the basis
of such democracy, centralism is not weakened
but further strengthened, as is the Dictatorship
of the Proletariat". This fcrm is "best suited
to arousing the initiative of the masses and
enhancing their sense of responsibility" and it
"benefits the majority of the pecple and helps
them to remould themselves". "The basic thing is
to have faith in the majority of the people, in
the fact that the majority are good." (Mao,
Volume V, pp 484-499). :

But, renegades cannot have such faith in the
majority of the people. Autocrats cannot invest
people with "initiative" and “"sense of responsi-
bility". Every form of autocracy curbs democratic
rights of people in the name of ensuring
*production" and "economic development®. And
that is what the Deng cligue is and is doing. It
is mortally afraid that if the people are allowed
these rights and invested with initiative and a
sense of responsibility, they would throw Deng
and his policy of restoring capitalism and
serving imperialism into the dustbin of history.
That is why he rightly characterises these rights
of people as "antagonism to our current policies”

Deng is only more treacherous, more cunning.
Presently, while imperialists and ail other
overt anti-Cemmunists are projecting Deng rule
as Communist Party rule to discredit Communist
ideals and practice, the covert anti-Communist,
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Ehe_ue?g clique, is branding "proletarian
:oc1al;sg democracy" pPractised under Mao as

bou;gecls }iberalisapion“, in order to subvert
HarxlgmmLenlnism and socialist revolution This
the aims and interests of the overt anti-

means or forms of achievin i
Antagern g those aims &and
In fact, Deng tried to ax i j i
_ ACt, De | ¥xplain the objective
ipf advisability of his metheds to his i%peria—
1:t ?}g brothers who have been impatient to

establish open anti-Communist rule in China.
. In June 1987, with the former US President
Jimmy Carter, Deng argued:
"People often link democrac i i
Of : Y with the United
States an@ believe that the American system is
the most ideal system of democracy. We cannot
COpPy yours. I believe You can understand this.

tions for this), it will difini i
tely bring on
turbulence throughout the country. If soge people

.kake tc the streets today, others take to the

s;reets tomorrow. How can we ut up with 114

like that? What energy will wg havg to caitﬁeout

~or~tructioun?... China has its own actual condi-

tions and I believe that we know somewhat more

abog§ them than our international friends”

(Beijing Review, July 17-23, 1989.) ’
Again, with the present US President, George

Bush, Deng pleaded:

"The need for stability overrides ail other

-problems in China. Everything will fall through

without a stable.environment ang achievements
that have already been scored will also be
oY 1.1

_ "We have made speedy and appropriate evalua-
tions og.historical events and figures.
Evaluaticns should not be excessive or go too-
far because the negation of a historical figure
would mean the negation of a whole historical
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period of our country. China is in the process
of developing its economy. If we only hanker
after formal democracy, the result will be that

. democracy cannot be realised, and neither can

the economy achieve development; only a situation
of national chaos will emerge and the morale of
the people will be undermined. We have a deep
understanding of this because we have the expe=
rience of the 'Cultural Revolution' and have

seen the disastrous effects with our own eyes.
China must persevere in the policy of reform and
opening to the outside world as the hope for
solving China™s problems. But a stable political
environment will be needed. China has a huge
population and everyone has his or her own views.
If there is this demonstration today, that one
tomorrow, if for 365 days thére are demonstra-
tions every day, then economic construction will
be out of the question.... The United States has
had experience in elections for 100 to 200 years.
If we were to run elections among China's 1
billion people now, chaos such as prevailed
during the 'Cultural Revolution' would certainly
ensue”. ("Talks With US President George Bush",
February 26, 1989). '

Thus, Deng tried repeatedly to prove his
credentials to the former and present US
Presidents. In so many words he tried to assure_
them that he is not opposed to the American
system itself. He tried to clarify that it is_
not practical to ditto all the forms of "American
system", at least immediately. He explained why
it is not prudent to openly and totally negate
Mao ("excessive negation...of a historical
figure"). He pleaded with them to‘acknqwlgdge
his greater understanding of Chinese conditions
because he has the direct "experience of the .
Cultural Revolution"” aand to leave him some margin
in devising ways and means to represent and-
serve, their common interests. He shared with
imperialist big brothers, his mortal fgar, in
the most practical terms. He pleaded with them
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that allowing the people to have even "formal
democracy” that is there in America will pe
suicidai, because then, people with the memories
of Culturai Revolution, will take to the streets
day in day out ana will make life miserable for
him to carry out his policies of capitalist
restoration and serving imperialism.

But, in spite his repeated pleadings”ang
explanations, his imperialist big brothers and
some of his broteges in China were too impatient
to wait a little longer, ang they tried their
hand in speeding up Deng's counter-revolution to
its logical end -- open denouncing of Marxism-
Leninism and establishing of an openly reactio-
nary State form.

Business as Usual® —- But Not for People

As a result, the April-June 1989 events in
China caused a flutter in the mutual relations
between the overt and covert enemies of Communism
The Western imperialists and their paramours,
the Deng revisionists, seemed to fall apart. The
imperialist overlords demonstrated convoluted
reactions to the reign of terror let loose by
the Chinese regime. Led by the United States),
France, Britain, West.Germany, Belgium, Holland,
Spain, Sweden, Australia etc froze Or suspended
diplomatic relations, and in varying degrees
either banned arms sales to China or suspended

future” (French President Mitterand) . Thus,

these powers tried to €xploit the human sympathy
over those massacregd for their own avowed anti--
Communist campaign. But the other Super Power,
governed by its Specific interests ang contra-
dictions with others, officially closed its eyes
to the actions of the Chinese regime and declareg
that the events are an internal matter of China,

102

So also Japan, which cooeé: "?o imppse efqnozgf_
sanctions goes counter to gooa nezgnboug 1qe e
On their part, Ciuina raised a hge an h?ly's
about the "malicious interfereqce into C 1n: o
internal affairs" by the US_anc"o§her pOfei
the West. It warned that Shlﬂa will closely
her developments. ;

fOlég: igrzt was only a friendly fight between
them, each side took care not Fo harm eaih i
other's vital interests, even in the heat o
mom?ﬁtfact, the UsS President_categorlcgll;Ch_ =
stated that hg had no intention to revgkeh tlz
"most favoured nation" trade‘spatuf and t g__s
the United States "will not jOﬁp othr gatlongd .
in imposing economic sanctions. He_e\Oﬁ privl oy
an explanation on behalf of the Ch;neSu autﬁgr :
saying: "Well, what my sense says is thiF Y
are trying to consolidate their leaders_lg s
position, trying to get speak clearly ﬁlt S
voice". He made clear the Unltedﬁtateg f;rgig
to preserve the “stratgglc relationship™ with
China. Similarly Britain and others. e

The Chinese autocrats on their part, witl jeai
every bullet fired and every execution C?Erég-i"'
out, swore they would continue Fbe open ?Oto'a
policy", and never to "change China béc;‘ln =
closed country". They urged th? ;mpeEla ;gtt_ -~
governments not to be “shorthSLgb;ed_, and to.

"long-term view". SN = ;

taking, witgin three months, even the mockcﬁ%ggg-
between the imperialist oveglordsgand the _é,J_
autocrats has begun to gub51de. In t@esgeponfor#
week of July itself, while the pegot;g@;qnsth.
drafting a- protocol allowing Chlna;tq.]oigT}_ﬁas
General Agreement on Trade and Tariff (G! )oasy
being postponed, the GATT off1c1a1,:D9nalda_go s,
made it clear that "the move was. not inten ef a
a sanction against China over its haﬁdllng;o 2
the Democracy movement in early June". By: Augus
1, the United States renewed official cont?cts
with the Chinese regime. The United States's
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Secretary of State, James A. Baker, requested,
and had a separate one and a half hour long
meeting with the Chinese foreign minister, Quan
Quichen; in Paris, at the time of a 1Y9-nation
conference on Cambodia. In the first week of
September 1989 a West German sponsored censure
motion against China was defeated at an Interna-
tional Inter-Parliamentary Union Confar=ance in
London. f

Thus it is “business as usual" between the
imperialists and the Chinese revisionist auto-
crats. But for the people of China and for the

&,

world proletariat it will never be the same again.

The April-June 1989 events have laid bare the
accentuation of the contradictions within the
ruling bureaucratic bourgeois class of China,
the contradictions between the imperialist powers
competing for the Chinese market, and above all
the contradiction between the people of China
and the ruling bureaucrat bourgeois class in
China. Neither the.imperialist overlords, nor
the Chinese revisionist autocrats, nor even the
reactionary leaders of the so-called "Democracy
movement"”, can erase or contain these
contradictions.

It is only the Chinese people under the
leadership of the revolutionary proletariat who
can resolve these contradictions through a second
instalment of the Great October Revolution in
China. The objective conditions for such a revo-
lution are fast maturing. This is what the April-
June 1989 events in China reveal. Hence, their
historic significance for the people of China
and for the world proletariat. In this the
Dengist autocracy will serve as the best teacher
by negative example as did Chiang-kai-Shek in
1330s and 1940s. Through their genocidal acts
and through the vile explanations and arguments
to analyse events and justify acts, the Deng
cligue has ensured this. v

June 4, 1989, will be remembered as anothear
"Bloody Sunday"”. The first "Bloody Sunday”, on
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January 9, 1905, in Russia, was when the Tsar's
agent-provocateur, Gapon, treacherously rallied
the restive Russian workers into a "peaceful
procession” (to the winter palace to present a
petition to the Tsar). That procession was fired
upon by the armies of Nicholas IT, killing over
1,000 workers. On this Bloody Sunday in China,
the restive Chinese students and other sections
of people, who have been lured into a reactionary
"Democracy movement" by the dissidents in the
revisionist CRC and in China's ruling circles
(for a showdown with the dominant faction led by
Deng and Li Peng) were butchered in thousands by
the now mercenary PLA.

As the Russian workers on that Sunday in 1905
learnt a bloody lesson saying, "The Tsar gave it
to us, now we will give it to him"™; the Chinese
people too, will, have learnt their bloody lesson
and will soon say, "the revisionists and reactio-
naries gave it to us, now we will give it to
them".

——
——

DENG' QUOTCS RISTORICAL PRECEDENT

Deng Xiaping pleaded to his mentors on June 9:
“The United States has protested against our suppre-
ssion of the gurrent counter-revolutionary rebellion.
In fact every country im the world needs to crack
down on any subversive attempt., If one reviews
student movements in the world, one can find that in
the fifties the U.5. Government ordered airborne
units to quell a turmoil which had broken out in a
university, and in the sixties, when turmoil took
place in a few cclleges in the United States (anti-
Vietnam war student protests, at the time hailed by
the CPC -- Editor.) the Government arrested some
people and there was some bloodshed as well. Were

those not all true?”®

105



