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News from Battle-field

Maoist guerrillas wipe out 15 policemen in
Maharashtra in a daring day-light ambush

In one of the most daring attacks by Maoist guerrillas on the mercenary police
forces in Maharashtra, 15 policemen including a sub-inspector were wiped out in the
jungles of Markegaon village in Dhanora tehsil of Gadchiroli district, around 300 km
from Nagpur, on the morning of February 1. After the successful ambush the Maoists
retreated without any casualty. Markegaon is close to the Gyrapatti-Sawargaon
road and around eight km from the Gyarapatti Katgul police outpost, which is along
the Maharashtra-Chhattisgarh border.

The police sub-inspector killed has been identified as Bhupendra Gudgekar of
Amravati. A number of cops took bullet injuries. A sources in Gadchiroli police said,
“The police party was heading towards Markegaon, some 45 km from Dhanora, to
investigate into the January 30 arson committed by the Maoists, when the rebels
attacked them. The police party was ambushed in such a manner that all the members,
including head PSI Gudgekar, were killed on spot.”

The ambush took place at around 11.15 am. When a relief party reached the area
to rescue the first team, it, too, was attacked, preventing immediate reinforcement.
But by late in the afternoon on 1st, more than 3,000 police personnel were sent to
Gadchiroli. The ambush itself was triggered after nearly 40 Maoists of Tippagarh
Dalam torched a road-roller and a tractor pressed for building a bridge near Markegaon
village on Sawargaon-Kotgul road, on January 30. The police party had left to
investigate the arson attack and was heading for the spot for further investigation
when they were ambushed in the dense forest. According to reports, the guerrillas
had set up two ambushes for the cops. The first one at Kosmi let the unsuspecting
police party pass to be engaged at Markegaon by the second ambush. The first one
was activated when reinforcements were going in to help the first party thus preventing
help from reaching the surrounded cops. The police, who were armed with eight AK
47s, two INSAS (Indian National Small Arms System), six self-loading rifles, one
two-inch mortar and one pistol, retaliated, and the battle lasted for over an hour, in
which a sub-inspector and 14 constables lost their lives. After the attack, the guerrillas
seized eight self-loading and INSAS rifles, six AK-47 rifles and one two-inch mortar
launcher.

Maharashtra minister of state for home Nitin Raut howled: “Not satisfied with
killing the cops, the Maoists also placed explosives on the bodies of dead cops. They
also took away the weapons.”

The Maoist attack comes in the wake of a series of police raids on villages known
to be sympathetic to the Maoist movement, arrests of several people who supported
the revolutionary movement, fake encounter killings of innocent adivasis and
continuous harassment of the people in Gadchiroli district. Just a week prior to the



attack 15 Maoist sympathizers were arrested by the Anti-Naxal Squad at Ettapalli
taluka in Gadchiroli district. The district, bordering Chhattisgarh, has seen many a
Maoist attack. In 2008, four police officers were killed in the Rajaram Khanla region
of south Gadchiroli. In 2006, seven police officers were killed in a landmine blast at
Bewartola in Gondia district. In 2005, blasts in Gadchiroli and Gondia districts killed
14 police officers. In 2003, a landmine blast killed five police officers near Gadchiroli’s
Hemalkasa village.

Interestingly, a camera cell phone seized from one of the dead constables in
Markegaon showed the photograph of comrade Mynabai who was abducted by the
police in May 2008. 52-year-old Mynabai was a popular leader from Kosimi village of

Dhanora tehsil in Gadchiroli district. The district police and the
m Congress government in Maharashtra had lied that comrade
| Mynabai had died of heart attack. People knew that she was
. taken to Gyarapatti PS and kept there for some days, gang-
1 raped by the policemen and eventually murdered. The
" | photograph from the cell phone of one Amar Chouse reveals
that comrade Mynabai was in a pathetic condition in police
custody at least on May 22 when the photograph was taken.
No wonder, these rapist policemen were even hacked to pieces
after the ambush.

Maoist guerrillas annihilate 10 policemen in Bihar

In the biggest strike so far this year in Bihar, Maoist guerrillas wiped out ten
policemen, injured three others and seized several weapons at a village in Nawada
district on February 9.

Over 200 armed guerrillas of PLGA attacked a police team comprising district
armed police, Special Auxiliary Police and Bihar Military Police personnel sent to
Mahuliatand village to provide security at a function organised on the occasion of
Ravidas Jayanti.

Four jawans each from SAP and BMP, sub-inspector of Kauakaul police station
Rameshwar Ram and assistant sub-inspector | D Singh were killed on the spot in the
attack. The Maoists took away 15 weapons, including five INSAS rifles, five SLRs,
two AK-47s, one carbine and two revolvers of .38 bore besides 1,250 round cartridges
and 45 magazines.

According to an eyewitness: “Ram was asked on the public address system to
come on the dais and garland Sant Ravidas’s portrait. No sooner did Ram come back
from the dais to take his seat in the front row of audience than bombs started
exploding here and there. There was also firing from countrymade pistols. So swift
and meticulous was the 30-minute operation that even before the cops could react,
each one of them was overpowered by batches of 4-5 Maoists.”

The Bihar government has announced an ex-gratia payment of Rs 20 lakh to each
of the 10 policemen killed in the naxal attack at Mahuliatand village. Additional Director



General of Police (Headquarters) Neelmani told reporters that the next of the kin of
the policemen killed in the attack would be be paid Rs 20 lakh including Rs 10 lakh as
insurance money.

Bihar Police Men’s Association demanded government jobs to the dependants of
those policemen who were killed in Maoist attack, adequate compensation, including
Rs 20 lakh and insurance money, besides other facilities to their dependents within a
month.

Association president Jitendra Narayan Singh held the Nawada district administration
responsible for the killing of the policemen. Singh charged the state government and
police headquarters with shedding crocodile’s tears over the killing. “The association
wants to know whether the state government and police headquarters have ever
shown eagerness to know about increasing Naxalite activities across the state,” said
Singh.

He alleged that “Senior officials rush to the spot and pay tributes to the slain cops.
This is the only thing that is being done after every Naxalite attack,” and that “The
state government has failed to chalk out any any permanent strategy to curb Naxalism.
The police stations located in Naxalite areas do not have proper buildings or boundary
walls.” He lamented that due to insensitiveness of the police headquarters, the
dependants of the policemen killed in Jamui Naxalite attack could not get insurance
claims.

Reports of repression and resistance from Dandakaranya

During the Assembly elections in Chattisgarh last November, people of
Dandakaranya led by the CPI(Maoist) organised a massive boycott campaign
notwithstanding the deployment of a huge number of central forces that was three
times the number deployed in the preceding elections. Over 50,000 police and central
para-military forces were deployed in the six districts of Bastar range alone thereby
transforming the entire region into a police camp. Hundreds of adivasis were abducted
and tortured and dozens of them were killed in so-called encounters. By creating
such an atmosphere of terror the fascist BJP’'s Raman Singh government in the state
dreamt that people could be coerced and intimidated into casting their votes in the
election.

This terror tactic of Raman Singh, however, failed to bring the people to the polling
booths. As reported in the last issue of our Maoist Information Bulletin (MIB-6),
people enthusiastically participated in the boycott campaign, and in scores of booths
not a single vote was polled. There was no electioneering by any political party in
several hundred villages. Cases of bogus voting by the election officials and the CRPF
officials accompanying them, who did not even go to the polling centres, had become
publicized and repolling had to be ordered at several places. In one village of Gougonda
repolling was held for the third time and, inspite of the deployment of over a 1000
policemen, only 10 out of the 711 voters cast their votes (See the detailed report in
our last issue). Thus Raman Singh’s BJP government in the state, assisted by the
Congress-led UPA government at the Centre, completely failed to cow down the
revolutionary masses of Dandakaranya.



After coming to power in the most-rigged election ever in Chattisgarh, Raman
Singh stepped up his fascist suppression campaign, arresting, torturing and murdering
adivasis suspected of being active or sympathetic to the Maoist movement. On
January 8, it enacted what could perhaps be called the biggest ever fake encounter
in the history of the revolutionary movement after the Naxalbari upsurge. It murdered
18 adivasis after abducting them from four villages falling under Gollapalli PS in South
Bastar. The fake encounter stood thoroughly exposed before the people of the country
but the Congress Home Minister at the Centre, Chidambaram, only talked of more
fascist measures against the Maoists and patted the BJP government in Chattisgarh
for its commendable job.

Of the 18 adivasi comrades who were murdered in the so-called encounter near
Singaram village five were from Korraas Gudem: comrades Maadvi Idmaal, Maadvi
Kanna, Maadvi Bheema, Yemla Admaal, Madakam Deve; eight were from
Chenchem(Dantheshwari Puram): comrades Veko Bandi, Veko Joga, Maadvi Deva,
Madakam Idmaal, Yemla Sukkaal, Muchchaaki Ganga, Veko Pojja, Muchchaaki Doole;
four were from Singaaram: comrades Madakam Raaju, Madakam Seethe, Kaaram
Lachcha and Kaaram Muththa; and one comrade named Vetti Aduma was from
Mylasoor village. These four villages come under Singaram Janathana Sarkar. These
villages played a historic role in defeating successive brutal attacks by the state’s
mercenary forces like the STF, CRPF, AP Greyhounds etc, as well as by counter-
revolutionary gangs of Salwa Judum from mid-2005. Comrade Madakam Seethe
was one of the leaders of the village RPC and played a prominent role in the movement.
Most of these martyr comrades were active in the people’s struggles and bravely
confronted state-sponsored terrorism of salwa judum. Fascist Raman Singh
government mobilized a huge contingent of STF, CRPF and hundreds of Salwa Judum
gangsters from 3 Tehsils i.e., from more than 10 salwa judum camps, and attacked
these four villages, arrested around 40 people, tied their hands and took them to a
rivulet near Singaram. All of them were cruelly tortured (see the photographs given
below), four women were gang raped, and finally shot dead 18 of them and took
away three others who were missing since then. A few managed to escape and
narrated the gory details of the massacre.

Again on 24t of January police, CRPF and SPOs attacked Dondem Paara, near
Thakilod village in Indravathy Area and murdered five militia comrades. Two of the
martyr comrades, Yenugu Odi and Sakru Lekam, were from Dunga village; two were
from Gottum village (comrades Madkaam Raaju and Podiyam Manku); and one
comrade, Madkaam Neelu, was from Javu Gunda village. A day prior to this, on the
23" of January, comrade Mallu Podiyam from Kunjam Paara, a tola of Belnar village,
was murdered by the police. In North & East Bastar, police shot dead several local
activists and people, caused injuries to many and are continuously intensifying their
suppression campaign in the past two months. In Thoynaar of East Bastar police-
SPOs-salwa judum gangs fired on our people’s militia in which four members were
injured.

Now with Parliamentary elections scheduled for April 16, the saffron terrorist regime
in Raipur, with the full support of the khadi terrorist regime in Delhi, and with the
direction, advice and assistance from the global terrorist regime in Washington, has
stepped up the brutal suppression of the people and the Maoist movement.



On the 1%t of February, the heroic fighters of PLGA led by CPI(Maoist) carried out a
daring day-light ambush on a police party near Markegaon in Gadchiroli in neighbouring
Maharashtra, annihilated 14 policemen, seized an equal number of fire-arms, and
enthused the masses of entire Dandakaranya while creating panic among the
mercenary enemy forces. The daring ambush enthused the masses of Dandakaranya,
and the adivasis of Gadchiroli in particular, who have been reeling under the brutal
reign of terror unleashed by successive governments in Maharashtra. These policemen
were involved in the gangrape and murder of 52-year-old comrade Mynabai in May
last year. After the ambush Maoists found the photographs of comrade Mynabai
from a cell phone of one of the dead constables. This exposes the repeated lies by
the Congress government in Maharashtra and the SP of Gadchiroli that Mynabai had
died of heart attack. The date of the photograph (May 22, 2008) makes it crystal
clear as comrade Mynabai was abducted and taken away to the police camp a day
prior to that. The Maoist ambush had thus wiped out all the klhaki rapists too
thereby drawing wide support from the people of the surrounding villages.

Soon after the ambush, Home Minister Chidambaram rushed in 3000 central forces
to Gadchiroli to assist the local police and C-60 commandos in carrying out the
suppression campaign christened as ‘Operation Parikram’. The goal of this operation
was to create an atmosphere of terror by enacting mass rape of adivasi women and
murders of youth. At least ten women have been raped by the CRPF, C-60 commandos
and local police forces in the months of February-March. In Pavarvel village five
policemen gangraped a woman and later threw her into jail saying she was a Maoist
guerrilla. She was threatened not to open her mouth. In the first of March an adivasi
youth by name Sukku was arrested from Goddalvai in Dhanora tehsil in Gadchiroli
and murdered in cold blood. These Indian offsprings of Nazi Hitler later declared that
a Maoist commander Sukku was killed in a “fierce encounter” between the police and
the PLGA which lasted for over an hour and a half. Sukku was an ordinary adivasi
living in his village.

In the meeting of the Chief Ministers of four states of Chattisgarh, Maharashtra,
Andhra Pradesh and Orissa, which took place in Delhi immediately following the
Markegaon ambush, a plan for conducting joint operations by Maharshtra and
Chattisgarh was drawn up. Undert his plan thousands of police and central forces
were sent to Rajnandgaon and Kanker districts in Chattisgarh. Huge contingents of
police and central forces were deployed and new police camps were set up in several
villages in Rajnandgaon such as Panabaras, Vasidi, Khadgaon, Kandadi, Seethagaon
etc falling under Mohalla-Manpur area, and in Kapsi village in Kanker. These mercenary
forces roam the villages, threaten people and seize chicken and food from the people,
rape or behave vulgarly with women and create an atmosphere of terror.

On March 25 when the PLGA squad was holding a mass meeting in Gurped village
in Bhanupratappur tehsil of Kanker district, the police reached the place based on
information provided by a police agent and opened fire indiscriminately on the meeting.
Fortunately the people fled and the PLGA squad retreated without any casualty.

On March 27, police attacked a village called Kulli in Badgaon area in Kanker district
and burned the house and foodgrains of Mansingh. On the same day they attacked
Katnaar village in Koilbeda area, beat up the people and arrested ten adivasi youth.



On April 5 the police terrorized the people in Lohar village in Koilbeda area by severely
beating up seven youth. As a result of the cruel beatings one old man, who was over
60 years, died on the spot. Many adivasis locked their houses and fled the village
after seeing the police. The police broke open the houses and looted the belongings
of the people.

All these attacks by the police and CRPF are part of the plan to terrorise the
people of Dandakaranya and force them to cast their votes in the bogus elections to
the Lok Sabha on April 16. The reactionary rulers who swear by ‘free and fair’ elections,
cannot enforce their election drama in the guerrilla zones and other areas of
revolutionary struggle without resorting to brute force and terror tactics.

Faced with this counter-revolutionary terrorist campaign by the reactionary ruling
classes, the PLGA led by the CPI(Maoist) has carried out heroic resistance by mobilizing
the revolutionary masses against the enemy forces.

On March 24, a police force comprising of 80 men led by the ASP of
Narayanpur was proceeding towards Sonepur village in Maad division with the
aim of creating terror in the mela that was taking place in the village. Brave
warriors of PLGA attacked the police force near the village of Baasing killing
one policeman on the spot (some reports put the dead at two). Two other
policemen, including one SPO, were critically injured. Panic-struck the police
did not dare to proceed further and returned to Narayanpur. The people were
happy that the PLGA’'s ambush had pushed back the police and facilitated the
successful conduct of the mela in Sonepur.

On April 3, an action team of PLGA carried out a daring attack and shot
dead Channuram Karma, a criminal Congress leader and nephew of the
notorious salwa judum leader Mahendra Karma, at a railway crossing near
Katiyararas, barely 3 km from Dantwara, the district headquarter. Channuram
was the sarpanch of Faraspal village and was considered to be the right hand
man of Makendra Karma. He was involved in every cruel attack carried out by
the police and salwa judum goondas on the people of West Bastar and was
associated with every atrocity perpetrated by Mahendra karma through his
terrorist campaign called salwa judum. He was provided security with five
policemen and moved very stealthily. But the PLGA, with the support of the
people, tracked him down and annihilated him thus fulfilling a long-cherished
aspiration of the people.

On April 6, PLGA guerrillas carried out a daring attack on C-60
commandos near Muginer village in Dhanora tehsil of Gadchiroli district in
Maharashtra. In the exchange of fire that lasted for an hour and a half, three
C-60 commandos were annihilated and seven others were injured. To boost
up the sagging morale of the Commandos and the policemen, the police top
brass concocted stories of huge casualties on the side of Maoists. The SP of
Gadchiroli, Rajesh Pradhan, claimed that 15 Maoist guerrillas were killed due
to the ‘brave’ resistance put up by his mercenary commandos. But this brainless
stupid officer of the Indian Police Service does not even know how to spin a
lie. Nor has he any qualms or shame in uttering such blatant lies. Like Naveen
Patnaik’s policemen claiming that they had shot dead 20 Maoists in Goshama



after the multiple raids in Nayagarh in February 2008 when it was actually the
SOG commandos who were wiped out by Maoist guerrillas, Rajesh Pradhan
repeated a similar lie without bothering to explain why a single dead body
could not be recovered and whether it was possible for the fleeing Maoists to
carry away 15 bodies of the dead guerrillas.

On April 7, a land-mine exploded by Maoist guerrillas just 2km from
Bijapur, the district HQ in West Bastar, ripped apart a bullet-proof vehicle. Two
policemen were killed on the spot and four others were severely injured. The
target of the guerrillas was the district SP, Ankit Garg, who was proceeding
from Bijapur to Bhopalapatnam escorted by two vehicles filled with policemen.
His vehicle narrowly missed the mine as the vehicle behind came under the
mine and was blown up. Thus the notorious blood-thirsty SP whose hands
are stained with the blood of many innocent adivasis and Maoist fighters
narrowly escaped the jaws of death this time but such anti-people creatures
will ultimately be reduced to ashes in the raging flames of people’s war.

A bandh call in the three districts of Gadchiroli, Chandrapur and Gondia
was given by Maharashtra State committee, Gadchiroli division and
Dandakaranya Special Zonal Committee of CPI (Maoist) on April 10 in protest
against the police raids in Markegaon, Bandhur, Kosmi, Katezhari and Gudekasa
villages, arrest and harassment of adivasis. Banners ridiculingh police operations
like Sarvodaya and Parakram and condemning police atrocities in several villages
in Dhanora tehsil such as Markegaon, Bandhur and Kosmi were put up across
the countryside. The banners exposed the torching of houses by police
commandos in Bandhur village and demanded immediate withdrawal of CRPF
from Gadchiroli.

As the above reports show, Dandakaranya presents a picture of brutal repression
on the one hand and heroic resistance on the other. It vindicates for the umpteenth
time the universal truth that ‘repression begets resistance’ and that more cruel
the scale and magnitude of repression the more will be the resistance.

Maoist guerrillas blow up police jeep

A landmine blast was triggered by Maoist guerrillas near Magra village under Dumaria
police station area of Gaya district on February 12 when a police patrol vehicle was
passing through the area in the afternoon. However all six personnel in the police
vehicle, including five members of the SAP, managed to escape. The police vehicle
suffered heavy damage.

Maoists annihilate RSS leader in Kandhamal

Maoist guerrillas annihilated Prabhat Panigrahi, a local RSS leader, in Rudiguma
village in Kandhamal district, on March 19.

Panigrahi played a nasty role during the Kandhamal riots by carrying out attacks
on the Chrstian minority. His name figured in the hit list released by the Maoists after
the district was rocked by anti-Christian violence following the murder of Swami
Laxmanananda Saraswati in August 2008.



According to Kandhamal SP Praveen Kumar: “Panigrahi was associated with the
RSS. He was arrested for his alleged involvement in the communal violence but was
released on bail on March 14.” Since his release, apprehending danger to his life, he
had been spending each night at a different place. On March 19, he was in Rudiguma
village. At about 2.00 am, around 15-20 armed Naxals tried to break open the door
of the house Panigrahi had taken shelter in. He tried to escape but “the Maoists shot
him down,” a police official said. The guerrillas left behind posters in the name of CPI-
Maoist that said: “All those who misuse religion to incite communal riots and interfere
in the dietary habits (eg., oppose beef eating) of the local people will meet the fate
of Saraswati.”

Maoists annihilate JD(U) leader in Munger

Maoist guerrillas took away a block unit president of ruling JD(U) on March 18 and
shot him dead. The 42-year-old Haveli Kharagpur block JD(U) chief, Manoj Kumar
Singh, was earlier warned by Maoists to desist from his anti-people activities.

Munger SP Sunil Kumar Naik said in view of intelligence inputs that Singh might be
targeted by Maoists, he had requested the JD(U) leader to take shelter at the nearest
police station at least during night for a few days. “But Singh had declined the offer,
saying his villagers were united and nobody could dare attack him,” the SP said.

Reports said at least 50 Maoists wearing police uniform knocked the door of
Singh’s house around 11.30 pm and said the Kharagpur police station officer-in-
charge wanted to meet him. Once the door was opened, the extremists barged into
the house, caught Singh and dragged him out.

Maoists punish three police informers

Maoist guerrillas attacked the houses of Maharsingh Rama Naroti (40) and Hariram
Jairam Madavi (30) in Lekurbodi village, some 15 kms from Korchi tehsil and shot
them dead. They were identified as police informers and were warned not to indulge
in such activities. But when they did not heed the warnings and continued to pass on
information regarding the movements of Maoists and the revolutionary activists in
the village to the Gondia police, they were punished on....... . On getting information
the cops from Bedgaon police station reached the village and shifted the bodies to
Gadchiroli for postmortem. In another incident on the same night a lumpen youth,
Mangru Doke Parsa, from Dobur village in Bhamragarh tehsil, was annihilated by
guerrillas for acting as a police agent. The elimination of these informers was a blow
to the Gondia police who depend heavily on informers to track the movements of
Maoists and to identify the local activists.

Maoists to oppose Nayachar hub

The Nandigram zonal committee of the CPI (Maoist) has decided to resist the
state government’s move to set up a mega chemical hub in Nayachar.

In a press release issued in the first week of March, the zonal secretary of
CPI(Maoist) urged Opposition parties to put up a strong resistance against the state
government’s move to set up the chemical hub.



The press release read: “There are barely 11,000 to 12,000 acres of land available
in Nayachar. It requires 62,500 acres of land to set up a complete chemical hub.
The government has prepared a secret plan to evict people residing in surrounding
areas of Nayachar and grab the additional land required for the mega chemical hub.
We are urging local people to come forward and foil the state government’s plan to
evict them from their plots.”

The Maoists charged the CPI-M of intensifying attacks in Nandigram recently, to
force people to part with their plots in preparation for the chemical hub.

The press release states: “To pave the way for the smooth acquisition of land for
the mega chemical hub, the CPI-M is building cadres in Nandigram, Khejuri and
other adjoining areas of Nayachar.”

The Maoists have also urged the people to oppose the proposed Coastal Zone
Management Act of the Centre, alleging that the act would allow multinational
companies more control over the coastal areas of the country, if it were to replace
the existing Coastal Regulation Zone Act.

Maoists attack RPF, seize arms in Purulia

A team of 10 armed Maoists fired at four jawans of the Railway Protection Force
(RPF) at Barabhum railway station, 25 km from Purulia town in Adra division of
South Eastern Railway, in the last week of February. Constables SR Majhi and
Mohammed Ansari died at Bokaro hospital following the attack. Two others were
injured and admitted to hospital.

The four jawans were on their way to Adra and were boarding the 3302 Tatanagar-
Dhanbad Subarnarekha Express when Maoists fired at them in broad daylight at 2.20
pm. The guerrillas took away all the arms and ammunitions from the RPF personnel.

Mr Om Prakesh Chaube, divisional railway manager of Adra, added: “The RPF
members had cash also, but cash was not the Maoists’ target. They wanted the
arms.”

The last reported Maoist attack took place on 3 February,when a local committee
member of the CPI-M was killed at Balarampur, on his way to his village with his son
and grandson.

Maoist ultimatum to Vedanta Alumina

CPI(Maoist) issued a warning to Vedanta Alumina company to immediately stop
Bauxite mining near Miniguda in Rayagada district. Posters were put up in Lanjigarh,
Raikal, Bijaya Mandali villages that people’s courts will punish the management of
Vedanata if they do not stop mining forthwith. Vedanta Alumina company was set up
with a capital of Rs. 10,000 crores adjacent to Niyamagiri hills near Muniguda village.
Adivasis are opposing the mining of bauxite in Niyamagiri hills. A truck of the company
was burnt.



Maoists organise mass meetings along Andhra-Chattisgarh border

Several meetings were organised by Maoists along the border of AP-Chattisgarh
to commemorate the martyrdom of 17 comrades who were murdered by AP
Greyhounds in Kanchala in February last. Around 25000 adivasis from 40 villages
attended the two-day meeting organised by the Maoists in Palachalam forest in the
second week of February.

Villagers gherao members of CRPF camp

The villagers of Lingagada of G.Udaygiri block in Kandhamal district gheraoed the
members of Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) camp at the village and blocked the road
passing through it for several hours on Friday.

The villagers became furious following manhandling of a local by a CRPF jawan. The
villagers demanded the removal of CRPF camp from the area charging that the CRPF
personnel were involved in similar activities. The villagers were pacified only after a team
of police and administrative officials led by Baliguda sub-Collector, R.V. Krishnan and
Sub-Divisional Police Officer (SDPO), Sudha Singh, reached the spot and held discussions.
The pacified villagers lifted the road blockade.

It may be noted that tension had mounted at Paburia village under Sarangagada police
station in Kandhamal district on Feb. 1 when some Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF)
jawans deployed in the area beat up two innocent youths.

The angry villagers got pacified when the CRPF personnel apologised for their misdeed.

On Friday 60 persons who had returned back from G.Udaygiri relief camp to their
village Dakeri were not allowed to enter the village.

The tribals of the village opposed the entry of CRPF personnel into the village along
with the returnees from relief camp. The villagers said they would not allow CRPF personnel
camp in their village.

Massive protests against the arrest of comrade Ashutosh , member of
the Central Military Commission, CPI(Maoist)

As soon as news of the abduction of comrade Ashutosh, a member of the CMC
and CC, CPI(Maoist), on February 25 reached the Party cadre, PLGA fighters and the
people, a massive wave of protests swept the four states of Bihar, Jharkhand, West
Bengal and Orissa, where comrade Ashutosh was looking after military affairs. A 24-
hour bandh was called in the four states on February 28.

Comrade Ashutosh was abducted by the Jharkhand police on February 25 when
he was moving in a vehicle along with some other comrades from Rourkela. Following
are reports of resistance by PLGA as part of the 24-hour bandh on Feb 28.

Two railway stations attacked in Orissa:

In the early hours of February 28, Maoist guerrillas struck at two railway stations
in Sundergarh district of Orissa, blowing up the main office and signal control room of
the Bhalulata station and Chandiposh station.



Railway traffic along the Rourkela-Ranchi and Howrah-Mumbai routes was disrupted
after the incident. Some trains including long distance express trains had to be
cancelled.

NERAL According to reports, a group of about 30 Maoists

»..HlH.ﬂ-H Y i attacked the Chandiposh railway station, 35 km from
WLILLIE Rourkela, between 2.15 am and 2.40 am, completely

EP"“”:’ destroying the station’s telephone system. Another group
i | of about 40 armed guerrillas attacked the Bhalulata station,
Jharkhand 35 km from Rourkela, at 3.40 am.

Ratanpur railway station and tracks blown up:

On 28" night Maoist guerrillas torched Ratanpur railway station in Munger district.
Soon after they blasted railway tracks at Bhalui halt between Kiul and Jhajha on the
Howrah-Delhi mainline around 2 am, disrupting rail traffic badly for hours. The attacks
took place towards the end of the 24-hour bandh call given by Maoists in Bihar,
Jharkhand, Orissa and West Bengal to protest arrest of comrades Ashutosh, Bihari,
central military instructor Sujoy and three others. Armed Maoists asked all the railway
employees as well as the passengers to leave the railway station before setting it on
fire. Following the attack, train services on Kiul-Bhagalpur section was badly affected.

In the second incident, the railway tracks up to 150 ft. were blown up at Bhaluhi.
As a result of it, all express and mail trains, including Rajdhani Express, passing
through the Howrah-Delhi mainline, remained stranded for about nine hours.

BJP leader shot dead by Maoists in Orissa

Senior BJP leader and former chairman of the Zilla Parishad, Nanda Kartami, was
shot dead by Maoist guerrillas in Sikhpally village in Malkangiri district o Orissa on
March 28. The guerrillas also torched the motorcycle in which Kartami was traveling.
The BJP leader was returning home from Malkangiri when he was ambushed by the
armed Naxals. The local BJP leaders raised a hue and cry that the law and order
machinery had collapsed and the area was under Naxal control. The incident also
sharpened the contradiction between the BJP and Naveen Patnaik’s BJD. BJP decried
that it had been campaigning against the failure of Naveen Patnaik who heads the
home department and alleged that under his regime Maoists

have made deep inroads in the state. The recent incident at I'II'IIWHHB J

Govindpally, the Podia outpost blast and now the Killing of ;

Kartami have established the fact that Mr Patnaik has failed { ‘Hx

to protect life and property of people in the state, they alleged. ¢~ ORISSA
Maoists blow up beat houses in Simlipal ___f'_f ~ Bay of Bengal

In the early hours of March 29, Maoists blew up two forest beat houses and
attacked a range office in the Simplipal reserve forest area of Mayurbhanj district.
This is the first such attack on a tourist destination in Orissa, though no casualty has
been reported.



More than a dozen guerrillas attacked the Barahakamuda beat house around l1am
and blew it up using explosives. Later, they blasted Dhudruchampa beat house, some
10km from Barahakamuda.

After the twin blasts, the guerrillas gheraoed the Chahala range office, another
few kilometres away. They destroyed the building and torched three forest department
vehicles, including a jeep. The entire operation, according to the police, was completed
in three hours.

Mayurbhanj superintendent of police P.K. Ranpise said that while Barahakamuda
and Dhudruchampa beat houses remained inaccessible for tourists because of their
remote locations, Chahala was frequented by adventure-seekers and often doubled
up as a guesthouse. “Though there has been no casualty, we cannot overlook the
fact that a tourist destination has been attacked. It is an issue of serious concern,”
he said.
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Police said it would take some time to reach the spot. “Our team is finding it hard
to negotiate the hilly terrain, particularly when they know that Maoists may have
planted landmines everywhere,” said Jashipur inspector-in-charge Ranjit Sahu.

13 SOG jawans injured in landmine blast in Gajapati
SOG jawan hurt in landmine blast near MV-66 village

Thirteen jawans of Orissa’s elite Special Operation Group (SOG) were injured in a
landmine blast triggered by Maoist guerrillas near Adaba in Gajapati district of south
Orissa on the morning of February 16. Two seriously injured jawans were airlifted by
helicopter to the MKCG Medical College in Berhampur for treatment.

Following the blast, Deputy Inspector General (DIG) of Police, southern range, R.
P. Koche and Gajapati Superintendent of Police S. A. Khan rushed to the spot to
monitor the investigation and combing operation. The incident occurred when the



| policemen were on their way to
s Katama village under Adaba police
station of Mohana block. The guerillas
‘had planted the landmine under a
~'culvert at ‘Andhari Ghati’, about 4 km
from Adaba.

The airlifted injured security

personnel being treated at the MKCG

Medical College Hospital in Berhampur.

The commandos were travelling by a minibus on the Adaba-Paniganda road. The
police force had organised a health camp at the Katama village as part of their
attempt to win over the villagers, convert at least a few of them into police informers
and wean the people away from the Maoist movement.

The guerrillas first allowed the bikes carrying policemen to pass through the culvert
unscathed before targeting the minibus carrying the SOG jawans. But the jawans
were lucky as the minibus missed the blast by a fraction of a second. But the blast
was so huge that a large portion of the culvert got ripped off and fell on the roof of
the minibus injuring the jawans.

Inspector General of Police Sudhansu Sadangi flew in with a helicopter from
Bhubaneswar to airlift seriously injured commandos to the MKCG Medical College
Hospital.

The road communication between Adaba and Brahmanigaon in Kandhamal district
remained cut for several hours following the blast. Gajapati district borders Rayagada
and Kandhamal districts. The last major Maoist violence in Gajapati district was in
Feb 2006 when naxals had attacked and taken over R.Udaygiri town for several
hours.

Maoists blast wall of jail under construction in Bihar

About 150 Maoist guerrillas have blown up a wall of a jail under construction in
North Bihar’s Sheohar district on February 15. No casualties were reported.

Maoist rebels attacked the under-construction prison in Sheohar late on the night
of February 15 and triggered the blast after forcing the workers out of the building.

Though no casualties were reported, the incident has created panic among workers
engaged in building the prison. Maoists left behind pamphlets that warned of more
such attacks.



Maoist bandh in Malkangiri district against fake encounter

Bandh call given by Maoists was observed successfully in Malkangiri district on
Saturday. On the previous night one commando of the Special Operation Group
(SOG) was also seriously injured in a landmine blast triggered by Maoist guerillas
near MV-66 village in the district.

Maoists put up posters and banners explaining that the bandh call was given in
protest against the Killing of three Maoists in an ‘encounter’ with Andhra police at
Paparmetla in Malkangiri district last month. The Maoists said the victims of the fake
encounter were innocents.

The impact of bandh was more evident in Kalimela and Motu police station areas
of the district. The vehicular traffic between Malkangiri town and Kalimela came to a
standstill. No vehicles came out on roads in Kalimela and Motu police station areas.
The SOG jawan injured in the landmine blast was airlifted to Visakhapatnam from
Kalimela for treatment. A team of SOG jawans had faced the blast of the landmine at
around 1 am while they were patrolling near the MV 66 village under Kalimela police
station on Friday night. SOG Jawan Maheswar Behera was seriously injured when a
splinter of the landmine hit his thigh.

Naxals raze police outpost, damage BSNL tower in Malkangiri

Bulldozer used by Maoists to pull down the police outpost at Padia

Maoists razed a police outpost, a government building and damaged a BSNL
communication tower at Padia in Malkangiri district in the wee hours of Wednesday.
The guerrillas did not use any explosives for the damage at Padia. They seized a
bulldozer kept in nearby area for the work of Pradhan Mantri Gramin Sadak Yojana
(PMGSY) and used it to pull down the police outpost. Then they set ablaze the
battery room of the BSNL tower at the place.

In another development more than 1,000 members of Chasi Mulia Samity, a
revolutionary mass organization, held demonstration in front of the Kalimela block
office calling for the boycott of polls. They also handed over a memorandum to the
Kalimela Block Development Officer (BDO) in which they also mentioned that they
would boycott the polls as the government had failed to fulfill their demands.

Before leaving the place, the Maoists put up posters asking people of the area to
boycott the coming polls. The posters also warned the political activists to refrain
from campaigning or face the consequences.



Maoists seize Rs 99 lakh from SBI1 officials

PLGA guerrillas seized Rs 99 lakh from SBI staff when they were transferring the
cash to the Chitrakonda branch from Malkangiri main branch, near the tunnel camp
in the Chitrakonda ghat, on April 4. One bank official, two security guards and the
driver-cum-owner of the vehicl