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Foreword

On the occasion of the tenth anniversary celebrations of the formation
of CPI(Maoist), as part of our endeavour to put together and republish a
number of hitherto published and unpublished party documents, we are
presenting here a compilation of interviews given by the party’s central
leadership since the formation of the unified party. The party puts forth its
views and understanding about the domestic and international developments,
political and economic situation, social, cultural and other topical issues
from a proletarian standpoint from time to time. Along with party literature
and press statements, interviews play an important role in the wider
propagation of the party’s opinion and stand. These interviews present the
consolidated understanding of the entire party articulated by the leadership
comrades. Released in the written form as also through audio-video
recordings in some cases, these interviews were published in various party
magazines, electronic and print media and the internet over the decade.

The last ten years have been a significant period in the Indian
revolutionary movement. Ten years back, the two foremost revolutionary
streams of the country CPI (ML)[PW] and MCCI achieved unity. a single
directing centre of the Indian revolution emerged with the formation of
CPI(Maoist) . This was the fulfilment of a long-cherished hope of the
oppressed masses of our country and revolutionaries all over the world.
The interview by the general secretaries of the two erstwhile parties on the
occasion of the merger and formation of the new party in September 2004
extensively deal with various aspects of this unity. The Unity Congress-9th
Congress of the party, held after 37 years of the 8th Congress of CPI (ML)
in 1970, strengthened, deepened and consolidated this unity. The historic
significance of the Congress is explained in an interview by the general
secretary after its successful completion in early 2007.

The unified party made significant advances in the last ten years in
carrying out the central task of areawise seizure of political power through



armed agrarian revolutionary war. The party is striving to fulfil the call of
the Unity Congress to transform guerilla zones into base areas and guerilla
war into mobile war. Many of these interviews elaborate the achievements
of the party, army and united front along with the challenges they face in
realising these aims.

The party withstood severe attacks from the enemy over these years
and advanced the people’s war by firmly adhering to its revolutionary line.
It enriched and united itself through internal ideological and political struggles
against right and ‘left’ deviations as well as non-proletarian trends. It engaged
in struggles, polemics and debates against revisionism and right-opportunism
in the international communist movement and strove to defend Marxism-
Leninism-Maoism. The party’s martyred spokesperson Com. Azad’s several
interviews opposing the revisionist line of Prachanda-Baburam is a testimony
to this.

The achievements of the PLGA in this period are recounted in many of
these interviews. Com. Basavraj, the Central Military Commission in-charge,
deals with various aspects of the people’s war spearheaded by the PLGA
under the leadership of the party in his two interviews included in the
volume. While the first was published just after the historic Nayagarh Raid
0f 2008, the other was in the context of Operation Green Hunt and PLGA’s
resistance to it. In the same way, the significance of the attack on the
notorious Greyhound forces at Balimela in 2008 can be learnt from the
interview of Com. Bhaskar.

The interviews place before the people the advances made by the
revolutionary movement in different guerilla zones by facing brutal repression
unleashed by the reactionary ruling classes. They emphasise the role of the
masses in developing embryonic forms of alternative political power. The
achievements of the revolutionary movement in Dandakaranya (DK) is
highlighted by Com. Sonu in the interview given in 2007, a period when the
fascist Salwa Judum campaign was on a rampage. Com. Kosa answers
queries related to the assembly elections of Chhattisgarh in 2009 as well as
the election boycott campaign of the party in DK. Under the guidance of
the Central Committee, BJSAC spokesperson Com. Gopalji talks about the
people’s political power in Bihar-Jharkhand (B-J) which is sprouting by
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fighting the armed goons of landlords, vigilante gangs and the government.

The revolutionary women’s movement is an inseparable part of the
Maoist movement. It has made great strides in mobilising the toiling women.
Com. Sheela’s interview included in the volume is a rich account of the
movement in B-J, while Com. Anuradha talks of the DK women’s movement
as well as the movement of the country’s urban women in historical
perspective.

The last ten years have seen a massive upsurge of people’s movements
all across the country. Workers, peasants, the middle classes, dalits, adivasis,
women, religious minorities, nationalities, students and youth, other
oppressed classes and sections carried out militant struggles. The party was
actively involved in many of these and extended support to others. The
party tried to put forward its understanding of these movements and sought
to mobilise wider support for them through these interviews. Various
interviews of Comrades Ganapathy, Azad and Kishenji throw light on these
movements in particular, although almost all interviews touch upon the
ongoing people’s movements. Since 2009, the interviews also give an
overview of the party’s efforts to fight back Operation Green Hunt, the
latest and the most extensive counter-revolutionary war launched by the
Indian state against the people of the country.

Our stand on the sham parliamentary elections is explained in the
interviews of Comrades Azad and Abhay, while the interview by Com.
Anand and the conversation of the general secretary with Jan Myrdal and
Gautam Navlakha clarified our stand on talks with the government. Detailed
discussions about the experience of talks by the Andhra Pradesh State
Committee (APSC) of the erstwhile CPI(ML)[PW] with the AP government,
which took place at a time when the formation process of CPI(Maoist) was
at an advanced stage, can be found in the interviews of Comrades
Ramakrishna and Prakash published in 2004. Com. Satenna’s interview
included in the volume highlights the uncompromising struggles waged by
revolutionaries within the four walls of the enemy prisons. Likewise, Com.
Arvind responds to queries related to the disastrous path of economic
development pursued by the Indian ruling classes since 1947 and presents
the Maoist alternative. We also include the interviews of two martyred
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leaders of Indian revolution Comrades Sushil Roy and Ajayda who present
various aspects of the ongoing people’s war in the light of their rich
revolutionary experience.

Here we have mentioned only a few facets of the interviews included
in the volume, though each one of them cover a wide range of topics and
themes related to the ideological, political, military and organisational aspects
of the revolutionary movement. All of them complement one another and
chronicle the development of the movement in the past decade. Together,
they present an overall picture of the Maoist movement in India. At a time
when the enemy is conducting its brutal war on the people, banning
revolutionary organisations, clamping down on the propagation of
revolutionary literature, proscribing all genuine opposition to the existing
system and running an aggressive psychological war against the Maoist
movement, these interviews are significant in taking the voice of the party
to the masses. They also provide the party an opportunity to respond to the
concerns of the people.

Not all the interviews of the party’s central leadership are in English.
Nor have we been able to translate all of them from various Indian languages
and make it available to the English readership. Moreover, many of these
interviews are presently unavailable to us. This compilation therefore remains
partial and incomplete. Our efforts to publish collections of more such
interviews in English and some Indian languages will continue in the future.

With revolutionary greetings,
Central Committee
CPI(Maoist)

1 September 2014
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Comrades Ganapathy and Kishen,
General Secretaries of the Erstwhile
CPI(ML)(PW) and MCCI, on the Occasion of the
Merger of the Two Parties and the Formation
of the Communist Party of India (Maoist)

People’s March, Volume 5, No. 11-12, November-December 2004

(In the context of the merger and the formation of the CPI(Maoist) our
magazine interviewed Comrade Ganapathy and Comrade Kishan, the
General Secretaries of the erstwhile CPI(ML)(PW) and the MCCI at an
undisclosed location. This is an exclusive interview to the People's March
and the first time ever given to the press. Both leaders first gave their Red
Salutes to People’s March, being an independent magazine that reflects
the Voice of the Indian Revolution. The interview was then begun with
questions interspaced between the two leading comrades.)

Peoples March (PM): The Revolutionary Camp and the oppressed masses
are naturally happy to hear about the unity. Why did it take such a long
time; 35 years since the existence of your parties? Why did it take over
two decades of talks for the unity process to culminate?

Ganapathy: It is true that the whole revolutionary camp and all the
revolutionary and democratic forces, and the entire oppressed masses of
India will certainly feel so happy. The formation of the unified Communist



Party of India (Maoist) is a new milestone in the history of the revolutionary
communist movement of India. A unified Maoist party based on Marxism-
Leninism-Maoism is a long delayed and highly cherished need of the
revolutionary minded and oppressed people of the country, including all
our ranks, and also all the Maoist forces of South Asia and internationally.
Now, this long-aspired desire and dream has been transformed into a reality.

As part of the world proletarian revolution, the Indian revolution has
been advancing forward to establish a new democratic society by smashing
the existing semi-colonial, semi-feudal system through the path of protracted
people’s war. Our party has been leading not only the struggles of the basic
masses of workers, peasants and the petti-bourgeoisie, and supporting those
interests of the national bourgeoisie that come in conflict with imperialism
and the comprador big bourgeoisie, but also fighting against all forms of
social oppression, for the rights and emancipation of the oppressed
nationalities, women, dalits and oppressed castes, minorities, etc. In this
way we have won the confidence of the oppressed masses, who know that
our party will stand steadfastly by them in all their woes and for their
complete emancipation from all forms of oppression and exploitation. Quite
naturally they will be happy with this merger. With the merger, the Party’s
fighting capacity grows considerably, and, as a result, its effective striking
power multiplies, thereby benefiting the masses. Over this lengthy period,
where the international communist movement also has faced many splits
and setbacks, the Maoist movement in India has seen some advancement
and much sacrifice of the best of its cadre for this great cause. So, the
entire revolutionary camp and the whole people are naturally happy to see
our unity.

Now coming to the query that, why did it take such a long time for
these two streams to merge. Yes, it is true that, the separate existence of
our two parties’ for thirty five years, and two decades of time for the unity
talks, is a long time. But to concretely understand this, we must primarily
look at the historical background, and the conditions in which these two
Parties emerged and developed.

In the period after the Naxalbari uprising, there were differences of
opinions with regard to the immediate necessity of formation of the Party
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between the two leaderships. These differences could not be solved. So the
CPI(ML), and MCC came into existence separately on April 22,1969 and
October 20, 1969, respectively. Later, the CPI(ML) was in disarray after
the martyrdom of Comrade Charu Mazumdar (CM) and the setback of the
movement. The Party split into many groups and there was vacuum of
leadership on whom the major sections of the party could repose confidence.
Apart from this, in 1976, after the demise of Com. Mao, with the seizure of
power by the capitalist roaders, the counter revolutionary renegade Hua -
Deng clique in China, and the Communist Party of China (CPC) turning
revisionist, there ceased to be any international proletarian leadership and a
revolutionary base. This had its negative impact on the Maoist movements
worldwide, where a strong right-wing and revisionist trend swept the
international communist movement. It had its repercussion in India too.
Because of the absence of an International leadership and a revolutionary
base, the problems of unity of revolutionaries in India were compounded.

By 1980, the CPI(ML)(PW) and CPI(ML)(PU) evolved from the
CPI(ML) stream, and the MCC built peasant movements and got
strengthened. The CPI(ML)(PW) and the CPI(ML)(PU), from their very
inception, had good relations with the MCC. The PW and MCC began
unity talks from their very first meeting in 1981. However, the reason for
the delay in the process was the lack of continuity of leadership. The arrest
of Comrade Kondapally Seetaramaiah (KS), the leader of the PW, and
later the internal crisis of the PW and split in the Central Committee (CC)
delayed the unity process for several years. In the early eighties, the MCC
lost its two top leaders Comrades Amulya Sen (AS) and Kanai Chatterjee
(KC), which had some negative impact, resulting in further delay in the
unity process. Though there was basic unity on several major issues between
the two Parties, there were some serious political differences on some major
issues, and also a lack of maturity of the leaderships prevented the unity
from fructifying. However, in this long period the revolutionary movement
has developed and expanded, and the People’s Guerrilla Army/People’s
Liberation Guerrilla Army (PGA/PLGA) got formed and guerrilla zones
have been set up with the perspective of establishing Base Areas. Now,
there is much more experience of both the leaderships and greater maturity
in dealing with the issues and differences, and also in realising one’s own

September 2004 - August 2014 * 13



mistakes. So, the situation was ripe for the big leap in the unity process.
Thus, by analysing the objective and subjective factors for the delay in
achieving the unity, we will take lessons from this experience and resolve,
in the future, to strengthen the unity now achieved. Keeping the lessons in
mind, we will also endeavour to unite the revolutionary forces who are
outside to the CPI(Maoist).

PM: The M-L movement in India has a long history of splits; what
guarantee is there that this will not be followed by a split? Can you give
any assurance to the masses?

Ganapathy: Yes, in the past history there were many splits within the M-L
movement. But splits are only one side of the coin; the brighter side was
that there were continuous efforts to unify the revolutionaries. The
CPI(ML)(PU), though it had its origins in Bengal, it spread and strengthened
by unifying several revolutionary groups. The CPI(ML)(PW), though it
originated in Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu, it unified with revolutionaries
in almost all the states where it was working. The MCC too, had originated
in Bengal, unified many revolutionaries groups in it in many States and
became the MCCI.

The past could be broadly divided into three periods: After the setback
in 1972, the main trend was splits; in the 1980s the main trend was the
strengthening of the genuine revolutionary parties and the revolutionary
movements, and degeneration of right and left opportunist parties and the
weakening of their movements, and increasing steps towards unity; and in
the decade of the 1990s the main trend was the development of the people’s
war and the unification of genuine revolutionary parties and forces. These
efforts finally culminated in the formation of the unified CPI(Maoist) this
year.

This unified party has been formed after thoroughgoing discussions
firstly held between the high level delegations of the two parties and then
finalized by the Joint Central Committee meeting of both the parties. Through
these deep going and constructive discussions, held on an equal footing,
five different documents have been drafted and finalized. These documents
are: Hold High the Bright Red Banner of Marxism-Leninism-Maoism, the
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Party Programme, Strategy and Tactics of the Indian Revolution, the
Political Resolution on the International and Domestic Situation and the
Party Constitution.

In addition to these documents it has also been decided that our beloved
leaders and teachers of the respective parties, the late Com. CM and Com.
KC, will be recognized and highlighted as the founding leaders of the unified
party. It was also decided that both these parties, stemming from the turbulent
period of the decade of the 60’s, particularly from the great Naxalbari
uprising, inherited all that was revolutionary in the long history of the Indian
communist movement. The peculiarity of the situation is that both these
parties continued to flow as two separate streams of the revolutionary
communist movement, wedded to the same cause of carrying forward the
Indian revolution over the past 35 years. All these steps taken together
clearly disclosed a unified understanding on almost all ideological and political
questions of line. The line established provided a principled basis for the
unity achieved by both the parties. Basing on this unity the Joint Central
Committee meeting finally resolved to unite the two parties into a single
unified party.

If we examine the history, it is true that a period has been marked with
serious and agonising splits, which was a depressing feature especially after
the set back in 1972. But since 1980, after the emergence of the
CPI(ML)(PW) and CPI(ML)(PU), there was not been any vertical split
within these parties. This is in stark contrast with the splits and degeneration
in the parties of right deviation and Left sectarianism. The MCC too did not
suffer any major split. And now the basis of unity has been principled and
since it has been achieved after thoroughgoing discussions, it has a strong
foundation.

Within the party there will be differences, and as a reflection of the
class struggle in society, there would be the possibility for the emergence of
non proletarian trends. There will be a fight between right and wrong within
the party. All internal differences will be solved on the basis of MLM and
correct methods. The Marxist method of self-criticism and criticism,
conducting inner-party struggles and rectification campaigns, to weed out
non proletarian trends, guarantee a strong party unity, which avoids any
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split. History proves that in the past too, we basically solved all major
internal problems in this manner.

PM: Was your unity based on the needs to face the increased repression
by the state on both your parties or on genuine unity of thought?

Kishan: In my view the merger of the MCCI (Maoist Communist Centre
of India) and the CPI(ML)[PW]{Communist Party of India (Marxist-
Leninist)[People’s War]} and the birth of the Communist Party of India
(Maoist) looked at from all angles, is an event of historic importance. The
birth of the CPI(Maoist) will not only create a new revolutionary wave in
India’s revolutionary struggles —i.e., in the development of India’s agrarian
revolutionary guerrilla war and people’s war and the communist movement
in India — but will also have a positive and important impact on the
international communist movement.

The above mentioned can only fructify when the newly formed Party
stands on a firm political, ideological and theoretical basis. Both these parties
have a past 35 to 40 year long practical experience of conducting political,
theoretical and revolutionary struggles. Yet they existed as two separate
streams — i.e., the M-L stream and the MCC stream. To think that two
such parties could take such a historic decision to unite, with just an approach
to jointly facing state repression and not based on policy, could be due to
subjectivism.

If you view the past 40 years history you will see that: (i) in 1969 the
then “Dakshin Desh” Group (i.e., MCC) did not join the CPI(ML) formed
under the leadership of Com. CM, and (ii) though 35 years have been
traversed since 1969, and inspite of many rounds of unity talks, till the end
full unity could not be established. The question finally before us is — why?
No doubt, there existed some basic differences between the two.

These two streams have existed separately for the past 35 years because
of some political and practical differences, and have yet advanced
independently fighting back the massive attacks and encirclement-suppression
campaigns of the state. So, how realistic would it be to think, such an
important merger could take place merely with an approach to jointly face
state terror?
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Now I will answer your question from another angle. You must be
aware of the fact that the unity talks initiated by the MCC’s founder leader,
Com. KC, from 1981, with the then CPI(ML)(PW), under the leadership
of Com. KS, failed in 1995. After that we were able to once again take up
unity talks in February 2003. In that sitting, after serious and lengthy
discussions and debates on numerous basic political and practical questions,
it was possible to make a major breakthrough. Based on this positive
conclusion the meeting took important decisions to carry on continuous
unity talks, prepare some basic documents and conclude the unity process
basing on these documents. The documents were - Hold High the Glorious
Red Banner of Marxism-Leninism-Maoism, the Party Programme, the
Strategy and Tactics of Indian Revolution, the Political Resolution
(International and Domestic situation) and the Party Constitution.

If the main aim of this merger is to counter state repression there would
have been no need to have decided to prepare the basic documents, but
would have decided how to develop closer relations between the two parties
to counter state terror and as to what other measures could be taken up to
do so.

But that did not happen. In the course of the four rounds of bilateral
discussions over the past 20 months the drafts of all these documents were
prepared. Together with this, there were detailed discussions on all basic
issues through which a general understanding was reached, only after which
the historic decision for merger was taken.

Therefore, it can be clearly stated that it was only on the basis of
agreement on basic political and organisational issues that the historic merger
process could be completed and on the basis of a strong political, theoretical
and organisational line was the Communist Party of India (Maoist) formed.

Now [ will speak about the last part of your question. You asked whether
this unity, based on ideology could be said to be a true unity. My answer is:
it could be said yes, as also no. Because true unity based on ideology
should not be seen in an absolute sense. It should be seen in a relative
sense. In other words it can be said that this unity which is basically and
principally based on theory is a true unity. But, together with this, there is a
secondary aspect, i.e., to make it more based on theory and a true unity,
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struggle is also needed. In this case, the principal aspect is unity, and the
non-principal aspect is struggle. Together with this, dialectical materialism
shows us that true unity based on theory can only be possible through the
dialectical process of unity-struggle-unity. If we look at all questions from
the Maoist approach of “One divides into two”, it is only in the long process
of negating the negative aspects and strengthening the positive aspects that
we can further the process in a correct way to achieve true unity based on
principles.

Finally, in reply to your question, I would like to make one point
regarding your question: it is absolutely impossible to fight state repression
without a strong political-theoretical foundation and a correct Marxist military
line. So, without a politically and theoretically strong Party we can’t achieve
any thing.

PM: Given that you had such a bad chapter which went so far as to be
involved in mutual killing how were you able to resolve these serious
differences and even proceed towards unity with such speed?

Kishan: The first major point in the relations between our two parties was
to develop a correct understanding of this bad chapter, i.e., Black Chapter
in our relations. Till such a time as we both recognised this tension period
as a Black Chapter it was not possible to solve the problems that had
developed. Secondly, it was important to develop the understanding that
we ourselves were responsible for this Black Chapter. Thirdly, it was
necessary to understand that we had to make self-criticism with full frankness
and sincerity of heart and mind, and also to place this self-criticism before
the general rank-and-file and also the revolutionary masses.

Even the most difficult of problems can be solved if we are able to
understand our own mistakes. If we grasp this feeling or only after grasping
this feeling, there will be no hesitation whatsoever for a genuine and objective
self-criticism. Precisely this happened regarding the solution to the problems
associated with the Black Chapter. Today, both of us have done and continue
to do self-criticism with frankness and on the correct aspects of this problem.
We have both placed our written self-criticisms openly before the
revolutionary rank-and-file and masses; and in future too we will adopt a
similar method.
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Through this process we have been able to successfully convert this
Black Chapter into a new and bright chapter. Only through this process —
i.e., through the process of genuine self-criticism — have we been able to
convert a bad thing into a good thing.

When this problem was correctly solved the unity process was bound
to advance — and this is what in fact happened.

You asked as to how it was possible to advance with such speed towards
unity? Well, I think, such a question is absolutely natural, given the Black
Chapter that existed. But, it must also not be forgotten that in the past, in
the long fraternal relations between the MCCI and the CPI(ML)[PW] the
aspect of cordial, strong and fraternal relations was principal, while the
aspect of the black chapter was secondary. If you reflect on the past 24
years friendly relations between the two parties and many bilateral meetings
on the joint activities and on political issues, you will find that there is a long
history of political debate behind today’s unity. Therefore if you see it in
totality, this final unity may be seen to have been achieved quickly, but that
is not fully so — in reality. In fact only by adopting a correct Marxist-
Leninist method and after quite heated political debate over a period could
we successfully complete this process and achieve unity.

PM: There are still some revolutionary groups in the country, what is
your united party’s approach to them?

Ganapathy: It is true that, there are still some revolutionary groups in the
country and also many genuine revolutionary forces in the right opportunist
parties of the revolutionary camp. In addition, there are numerous individual
comrades, who do not belong to any Party at present. But they were part
of one or the other ML Groups at some point of time. They are also part of
the revolutionary camp in the country. We seek to unite all genuine
revolutionary groups, forces and elements that remain still outside our unified
Party. So, one of the important tasks of our Party building is to unite all
these forces. We will make serious efforts to realise this task in a principled
manner, by conducting thorough and consistent struggles against revisionism
and all non-proletarian tendencies, within the revolutionary camp, like
reformism, economism, parliamentarism, postmodernism, etc, which seek
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to divert the masses from the path of revolution. For this we conduct
polemics on political and ideological questions and tactics.

PM: What will the impact of this unity be on the people of the country?

Kishan: I think this unity and the birth of the CPI(Maoist) will have an
unprecedented positive impact on whole of the masses including workers,
peasants and all the toiling masses of India. In reality the pro-people mask
of the various Gandhian vote mongering and fake Communist Parties have
to a large extent been exposed. For long the people of India have been
waiting for such a party that is capable of leading them in their liberation
struggle. From the point of view of the masses, the emergence of the
CPI(Maoist) which is equipped with the experience of conducting
revolutionary class struggle and agrarian revolutionary guerrilla war, is a
very important event. That is why it can definitely be said that this unity
will have a positive impact on the people of the country.

But this is only one aspect concerning the birth of this new Party.
Regarding other aspects it can certainly be said that with the announcement
of the new Party, all the enemy and revisionist forces will go insane with
anger. The above two factors will definitely occur.

PM: Now coming to other questions. What have your two parties achieved
in the last 35 years long history of your existence? What is the contribution
of your parties to the development of the political and ideological line of
Indian revolution?

Ganapathy: If we look at the last 35 years of our past history, amongst all
the confusions and setbacks that raged in the communist movement of
India and in many countries, we have to a large extent, been basically
successful in applying MLM to the concrete conditions of the Indian
revolution and have got many significant achievements.

The Unified Party with a collective leadership saw the emergence of an
ideologically and politically mature party — a party of a new type — that has
developed and steeled itself through decades of intense class struggles and
in the course of advancing the Guerrilla War. In the process we have also
developed the Party line in the concrete conditions of the Indian revolution.
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And it is only by successfully doing this have we been able to grow into the
type of force that we are today. With the present unity we have achieved
unity of most of the revolutionary forces in India. This in itself is an
outstanding achievement. Now our party has acquired an All India character
which has spread to over a dozen states. In some states like, AP, Bihar,
Jharkhand, and Chhathisgarh we are a significant force. The United Party
has not only united the revolutionaries within India, it has forged formidable
fraternal relations in South Asia by take part in forming the Coordination
Committee of Maoist Parties and Organisations of South Asia (CCOMPOSA)
and also with revolutionary parties abroad especially with those parties
which are waging PPW.

For the first time in the country, our two parties have formed a People’s
Liberation Guerrilla Army and have developed Guerrilla Zones, and
intensified Guerrilla War with a view to advance towards the formation of
Base Areas. In some of these Guerrilla Zones we have been able to establish
the Revolutionary People’s Political Power in an embryonic form. This
alone is a substantial achievement in the face of the enemy’s fascist
encirclement and several suppression campaigns. Over the years the PLGA
has been systematically strengthened from a small to a bigger force. This is
reflected in: the growth from small skirmishes with the enemy to bigger
battles; from small formations to bigger formations; from a few in numbers
to larger numbers; to the development of a more systematic structure of
commands and commissions; and, its greater ability to arm itself with the
seizure of arms from the enemy. The PLGA, though it is still small, with its
heroic actions and with more than two decades of continuous and consistent
armed tactical counter offensives against the State police and various Special
Forces and various paramilitary forces, became the apple of the people’s
eye and a nightmare to the ruling classes.

By thoroughgoing debates and discussions on the Party crises we took
lessons. These inner party struggles gave a better understanding on how to
conduct two-line struggle on the basis of democratic centralism with the
aim of achieving a greater level of unity, and with the aim of defeating the
wrong line or rectifying wrong deviations. In the process of two-line struggles,
the Party leadership and the whole Party got steeled and a collective
leadership evolved. This is one of the remarkable achievements.

September 2004 - August 2014 * 21



We have worked out specific policies for the various oppressed sections
of'the people, like the nationalities, dalits and other oppressed castes, women,
minorities, etc. from the class viewpoint of the proletariat, and have lead
many struggles on these issues.

In the areas where we are a force to reckon with, we have taken up
issues of political, economic, social, and cultural oppression extensively
and people have achieved substantial victories, including construction and
developmental activities, where people’s political power is being established
by restricting the political power of the enemy classes. In these areas the
people are relatively more politically conscious, well organized, and better
off with improved working and living conditions compared to the other
regions. Now, they have more self-confidence, they have gained literacy
and knowledge, they are able to stand upright with self-respect against all
authority and they are free from the tyranny and terror of the landed elite,
government officials, etc.

Regarding the development of the political and ideological line, the united
party has definitely enriched the party line. While adhering firmly to the
respective parties’ basic line, which was formulated in the basic documents
of earlier period of both the parties, latter we enriched several concepts
basing on the rich experiences acquired in advancing the people’s war over
these years taking into account the political developments of the past three
and a half decades. We firmly fought against both “Right” and “left”
deviations that were seen in the forging of the three magic weapons of
revolution — the Party, Army and the UF — and in the formulation of tactics.
It achieved a higher level of understanding regarding the concepts such as
that of people’s army, guerrilla zones, Base Areas and the Revolutionary
United Front; on persisting along the path of protracted people’s war,
creatively applying the Maoist strategy to the concrete conditions in India
and rejecting entirely the parliamentary form of struggle in the concrete
conditions of India; building a secret Party with an underground structure
with Professional Revolutionaries (PRs) forming its core; consistently
adhering to the revolutionary mass line and building powerful mass
movements linking them to the Protracted People’s War (PPW); etc.

The united party addressed the ideological-political questions confronting
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the International Communist Movement today such as : the guiding ideology
of the proletariat, the General Crisis of Capitalism and its impact on the
world revolution, the question of the principal contradiction, the danger of
world war, the understanding on the nature of the present Era, the significance
of national liberation struggles and the need to unify the two streams of the
World Socialist Revolution, and, finally, the danger of revisionism in the
International Communist Movement (ICM). The united party thus enriched
the party’s understanding on the above questions concerning the
contemporary world situation and the ICM and adopted clear-cut proletarian
stand-points.

In a nutshell, we can say that the two erstwhile parties have continued
the ideological and political legacy of Naxalbari, and, while imbibing all the
positive aspects, have further developed the line. The development of the
line to the concrete conditions is embedded in the now formulated documents
— MLM, Party Programme, Party Constitution, Strategy and Tactics, and
a Political Resolution on the current situation.

PM: What is the development of the political, organisational and military
line since the 1996 Conference of the MCC?

Kishan: Even today, at the international plane, the contradiction between
imperialism and the oppressed nationalities and people is the principal and
decisive contradiction. Due to the continuously deepening and increasing
crisis of imperialism, the inter-imperialist contradictions are also intensifying
gradually. Asia, Africa and Latin America have become the storm centres of
Revolution. Revolution is the main trend in the world today and revisionism
is the main danger in the present era. Because of the above conditions, the
world situation is day-by-day becoming more favourable for revolution.

We drew these conclusions in our 1996 Conference and we follow this
even today. In our November 2002 Central Committee meeting, after much
discussion and analysis we reversed our earlier understanding that “Russia
was a weak superpower” and concluded that this earlier assessment was
wrong. In this meeting we also concluded that US imperialism was a
superpower and declared it the number one enemy of the world people.

In our analysis of the domestic situation we had seen that under the
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domination of the US imperialists, various imperialist forces are in the fray
to increase their influence in the country. All the governments, from the
BJP alliance to the Congress and other alliances are implementing political,
economic and all policies according to their wishes. Together with this the
contradictions within the Indian ruling classes are also gradually growing
sharper. In fact, hardly ever before has the revolutionary situation been so
excellent and favourable as today. On the basis of this analysis we decided
to make the formation of our red army and Base Areas as a basic, chief,
central and immediate task and to advance in that direction with speed; and
to select strategic areas to systematically organize the work there. In the
midst of this, in January 2000 a serious debate and dispute developed in
our CC through which it was decided to accept Mao Thought as Maoism;
and we took the decision that Maoism is a completely new stage, as a third,
higher and qualitative development in the history of advancement of Marxism.
Besides this, through an equally intense internal struggle we took a very
important decision in this meeting to unilaterally stop all clashes with the
erstwhile PW. In addition to this we also took a decision to stand by our
earlier understanding of Stalin, basing on Comrade Mao’s assessment of
him in the course of the Great Debate.

In January 2000, the decision was taken to name Mao Thought as
Maoism. But after this an opportunist group emerged in our Party that
opposed this decision and which sought to put hurdles in the task of building
the army and base areas. By launching a relentless struggle against them we
were able to demolish them. At this time we also took initiative at the
international plane to forge unity with genuine Maoists, and as part of this
acquired membership to RIM. Similarly, at the national level we gave primary
importance to unite genuine Maoists. And in this we also achieved success.
Together with this, the erstwhile MCCI made major advances in all spheres.
Major leaps were taken in strengthening all party committees, including the
central committee, in both quality and quantity; and also in the sphere of
determining a correct direction towards giving a well organized form to a
Maoist military line and military organisation. We formed the most important
department like the Central Military Commission and on April 22, 2003
announced the formal formation of the People’s Liberation Guerrilla Army
(PLGA). In the past few years this brave army has fought many a great and
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heroic battle. The fight and guerrilla attacks of Tekari, Pretshilla, Topchanchi,
Churchu, Chandrapura, Simrahni and Saranda are some good examples of
such glorious battles. In short it can be said that the erstwhile MCCI, after
its second central conference in 1996, and particularly after 2000, carried
out a sharp two line struggle in the Party and defeated the incorrect line
both theoretically and practically. And in the process, compared to earlier,
we have been able in taking a qualitative leap in all matters.

PM: Both your parties are confined primarily to the most backward
forest belts of the country. Why in these 35 years of existence have you
not been able to have much impact on the plains and urban areas,
where the bulk of the population live?

Ganapathy: In absolute terms what you say is not true that we are confined
to the forests alone. Of course, it is true that our movement is stronger in
the forests than in the plains and urban areas. This focus is linked to our
path. Depending on the specific characteristics of the Indian revolution, we
decided that the path of revolution is that of protracted people’s war. That
is by first setting up Base Areas in the backward areas and spreading these
to the other areas and thereby ultimately encircling the cities from the
countryside. So, it is according to this strategic understanding alone that
work must be done in any area, whether forest, plain or urban. The forests
and mountainous areas quite naturally get priority as these are the strategic
areas where Base Areas can be set up. But, it is not correct to say that we
have ignored the plain areas. We have built extensive anti-feudal and anti-
imperialist struggles in the plain areas in AP and Bihar. Even today our
Party is working in the plain areas in some states. In fact, in AP and B-J
states much of our cadres, leadership and even the prestige of the movement
were gained by developing the revolutionary movement in the plain areas.
We built strong movements in several forest areas starting from and relying
on the plain areas for our subjective forces and material help and concrete
experience.

In the process we suffered severe leadership and cadre losses due to
the most cruel and fascist suppression campaigns by the enemy, and due to
our shortcomings. Accordingly we are trying to formulate and change our
tactics — forms of organisation and struggle and method of work — in the
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plain areas. Acting according to our strategic plan in building the revolutionary
movement in plain areas by following the path of PPW, we have gained
rich experience through our practice crimsoned with the blood of thousands
of' martyrs; and have also learned from the experience of the armed struggles
of the oppressed nationalities of the Indian sub-continent.

Keeping in the forefront our path of revolution, i.e. Protracted People’s
War, we have been working in the plains, cities and villages and have
consolidated our forces in the strategic areas. Before us, we have the
experience of the first round of struggles of Naxalbari, Srikakulam, Birbhum,
etc.; and then we also have our own direct experience of armed struggle
since the end of the 1970s. This experience has itself proved the validity of
the path of protracted people’s war. So, while focusing on the strategic
areas, we have worked also in the plains and urban areas coordinating this
latter work with that of the strategic areas. If we did not have this orientation
we too would have gone into right deviations like so many of the other M-
L parties and groups.

Revolution cannot develop according to one’s own wishes; it will follow
certain laws determined depending on the nature of Indian society, and the
stage of the revolution. The general laws of PPW have to be applied to the
specific characteristics of the Indian revolution. In the revolutionary process,
it is for us to discover these laws and act accordingly in the most effective
manner.

Today we are strong in the forest areas as these are the perspective
areas for setting up Bases; where we are intensifying and expanding the
class struggle for the seizure of political power, even though the starting
point of our work has been the plain areas.

We are also concentrating on the forest areas for the strategic needs of
building a strong people’s army and establishing people’s political power by
politically mobilising the vast masses and smashing the state power of the
enemy classes. We are coordinating the three types of movement (broadly)
— forest, plain and urban — with each other according to the principles of
PPW.

The specificity of the Indian revolutionary process is that the M-L
movement faced a severe setback and splits after the historic revolutionary
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movements of Naxalbari, Srikakulam, etc. Another aspect of this specificity
is the existence and continuation of two independent Maoist streams — M-
Lstream and the MCC stream — in the country. Yet, despite these ups and
downs, we have recovered from the setback and rebuilt the revolutionary
movement, and have been step-by-step unifying the revolutionary forces in
the country. The unity of our two major Maoist streams is the most positive
aspect of this process.

Despite these positive developments, the revolutionary forces are still
weak in urban areas, and the revisionist leadership has still many influential
pockets. There is a danger of revisionism which has a countrywide
domination over the trade unions, a wide influence in the urban areas and
even amongst the peasantry in some parts of the country, despite their
feeble base. It is also exists in the government and has a wide influence in
three states. The revisionists, under the garb of the red flag, propagate
bourgeois ideology and politics, and adopt reformist tactics. It acts as one
of the main props of the rule of the reactionary ruling classes in the country.
It is one of the main sources of injecting parliamentarism, economism,
reformism into the body politics of the oppressed masses and has become a
major hurdle in building and developing the working class and urban
movements. Due to the long influence of revisionist politics and practice in
some areas there will need for much patience, consistency and creative
revolutionary initiatives to make a breakthrough.

The cities and towns are the bastions of the imperialists and the Indian
ruling classes. Yet, in a few towns and cities we had built powerful working-
class movements, and these movements had created panic amongst the
imperialists and the ruling classes and created a positive impact on the
people, particularly the working class, students and intellectuals. But, they
have faced many losses. Today, though we are a weak force in urban
areas, we have a presence in many cities and towns in several states and
are trying to develop the working class and the urban movement, which is
also being influenced by the growing armed struggles in the rural areas.

Finally, I would like to conclude that with great determination we will
strive to advance and expand the Guerrilla war to establish Base Areas in
the strategic areas; we will refine and develop our tactics to rebuild,
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consolidate and expand the revolutionary movement in the vast plains of
India, to advance the People’s War to drown the enemy in the great ocean
of the class struggles of the vast masses; and we will rebuild, consolidate
and expand the working class and urban movement in cities and towns,
keeping in mind the strategic direction and the changing socio-economic-
political conditions of our country.

India is a highly diverse and complex social system and a country of
enormous size; here, the enemy is much stronger; and the interests of the
imperialists in India are greater because of its geo-political and economic
situation. Hence the odds are heavy; so, it will no doubt take more time,
particularly in the plain and urban areas. But we are taking lessons from our
experiences with regard to the work in the plain and urban areas. We will
concentrate our work in the strategic areas to develop the People’s Army,
and intensify the armed agrarian revolutionary war and establish Base Areas;
coordinate this work with the work in the plain and the urban areas in a
planned way with a strategic outlook by keeping in mind the dialectical
relationship between these three types of areas; and we will make a
breakthrough in building powerful movements in plain and urban areas. So,
I firmly say that, our advance is inevitable.

PM: In what way will your unity have impact on the development of
the guerrilla war in the country? How will you face the massive onslaught
of the Indian state? What concrete tasks have you set yourself'to achieve
Base Areas?

Kishan: We believe that the direct impact of our unity will be most on the
ongoing guerrilla war in the country. Also due to this, the agrarian
revolutionary guerrilla war will attain a new inspiration and new dynamism,
a new energy, and a new upheaval and will thereby expand and intensify
throughout the entire country. Especially, when our erstwhile armies of the
PGA and PLGA will unite into the newly formed PLGA, this can be said
with much greater certainty.

As far as the question of countering the massive onslaughts of the
Indian state machinery is concerned, we think that not only we will be able
to give them a fitting reply, but also completely smash them through the
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creative application of our strategy and tactics to the path of protracted
people’s war in India. In fact, one of the reasons that determine the specific
application of the strategy and tactics to the path of protracted people’s war
is that the enemy is strong and masses weak. But this strength of the enemy
and weakness of the masses is relative. This truth has been proved by our
struggles over the last few years. Compared to earlier we have now, acquired
some greater strength, while to some extent the enemy’s strength had
definitely reduced in relative terms. Besides, in a huge country like India, it
is not possible for the enemy to deploy its forces everywhere, particularly
in the distant and widespread rural areas. Therefore, facing all types of
difficulties and crossing all hurdles we can definitely smash to pieces the
Indian state machinery and beat back their fierce attacks if we, on the one
hand, make the rural areas the main centre of our work, while on the other,
if we intensify our work amongst urban workers and all the toiling masses
and bring a proper balance between both these types of work. Simultaneously
we will have to recruit lakhs and crores of the masses into the military
battles to conduct the revolutionary mass movements and at the same time
bring a correct coordination between the two.

Therefore, one very important task before us is to bring a proper balance
between the armed struggle and the widespread activities and movements
of the masses and thereby develop and extend both.

No doubt, to establish Base Areas we have determined some definite
tasks. For example, developing through Guerrilla Zones and Guerrilla Bases
we will have to move in the direction towards establishing Base Areas.
Together with this we have to strengthen in every way, the formations of all
three forces of the PLGA — the Basic, Secondary and Main forces; and
through a proper command system a correct coordination has to be
developed between them. In addition, within a fixed time frame the military
formations have to be developed from the company to the battalion level.
In this way, through both qualitative and quantitative development, the
PLGA has to be turned into a PLA.

If we are able to complete these tasks in a correct way, and we are able
to draw vast sections of the masses into the guerrilla war and also into the
various other forms of struggle, then we can definitely achieve victory in
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the protracted people’s war, no matter how long, tortuous and difficult the
process may be, facing the numerous twists and turns and ups and downs
in the march forward.

PM: Now to turn to other questions linked to the political impact of your
movement. Your parties did not seem to have much impact to fight against
the massive imperialist penetration into the country? Why? Also there
seems little impact on the fight against the monster of Hindu fascism
ceee Why?

Kishan: See, from one point of view, it is true that the impact of revolutionary
struggles against imperialist intervention in the country cannot much be
seen. To some extent this is even a fact. Firstly our subjective force is quite
less than what is needed, and even of that which exists, the strength in the
urban areas and industrial areas is far less compared to the rural areas. That
is why the extent it is needed to develop the workers movement and various
other movements, we have not been able to do so. Therefore we have not
been able to intensify the struggle against imperialism as is needed. While
on the other hand, the other so-called anti-imperialists, like the parliamentary
and revisionist parties and the NGOs, are nothing but a farce and a deception.

In reality the basis for real opposition to imperialism is only in the
hands of genuine Maoists and revolutionaries. Therefore, even if at present
the anti-imperialist struggle is somewhat weak, by rectifying our weaknesses
in this sphere, we can definitely create and advance a strong movement
against imperialist intervention, based on a correct approach to the issue.
Though, on this issue, we are somewhat late, we can definitely advance
this movement by adopting correct methods.

On the question of the struggle against Hindu fascism too there are a
host of fake anti-communal forces. In such a situation it is no easy task,
where, on the one hand we have to draw a clear-cut line of demarcation
with such forces, and on the other create and develop a genuine movement
against Hindu fascism. In the true sense, problems like communalism and
Hindu fascism can actually only be solved by developing and extending the
class struggle. That is why you will find that in those areas where Maoist
revolutionaries have influence there communal riots will be seen to be
relatively less.
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Therefore, by focussing on worker-peasant unity and by being able to
build our revolutionary mass base amongst them through patient work, will
we be able to build and conduct a genuine movement against communalism,
religious fanaticism and Hindu fascism in a correct way and in correct
direction.

So, perhaps it is not fully true to say that the impact of the revolutionary
movement against the problems of communalism or Hindu fascism is very
little. But, it is no doubt true, given the way the RSS gang are instigating
communalism and provoking riots in India today, our response in giving an
effective answer to them has been far less than what the situation requires.
We are confident that the initiative we have now taken to rectify this
shortcoming and the process we have recently started with soon bear fruits.

PM: How do you view the impact of US/Globalisation policies on our
country?

Kishan: [ am of the opinion that the imperialist, particularly US imperialist-
promoted globalisation, has had a very bad impact on the life of our people
and the national life of the country. These policies have pushed to devastation
the living standards of every level of the people. If these are not stopped in
the next few years it will have a horrifying impact. We believe that it is only
the advancing agrarian revolutionary guerrilla war together with the
development and expansion of widespread militant mass movements that
can successfully complete the people’s revolution, which alone can free our
country from the dangerous effects of globalisation.

PM: India is such a diverse country of nationalities, dalits and various
castes, minority groupings, linguistic sections etc. How do you expect to
unite such diverse elements, all of whom face not only class oppression
but also varied forms of social oppression?

Ganapathy: Women, dalits, Adivasis, oppressed nationalities and religious
minorities are the most important of the social sections to be taken cognisance
of by the party of the proletariat leading the revolution in the concrete
conditions prevailing in India. All these sections have special problems of
their own and specific types of extra-economic oppression apart from class
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oppression. We have to pay due attention to solve their special problems,
like patriarchy, untouchability and other forms of caste oppression, attacks
on minorities and oppressed nationalities, etc and approach these problems
from a class view-point. We also have to link these tasks with the ongoing
revolutionary movement. Towards this end, we have to not only bring
these sections into class organizations along with other oppressed masses,
but also evolve the necessary forms of organizations and forms of struggle
for the widest mobilization of these sections on their special problems both
on a short-term and long-term basis. Broader joint fronts too should be
formed wherever and whenever necessary to address the specific grievances.

However, while taking up specific tactics on the special problems related
to these sections, we should keep in mind that the tactics should always
serve our strategic line. We should place the specific programme for the
solution of their specific problems in relation to, and in the overall context
of, the on-going people’s war in the country. We must educate these sections
how their problems are essentially class questions; how the material basis
for the final solution of their problems lies in liberating themselves from
class oppression; and hence, the imperative need for waging war against
the common enemies — feudalism, imperialism, and comprador bureaucrat
capitalism, that are oppressing the vast toiling masses in the country —
unitedly with other oppressed masses under the leadership of the proletariat.

We must demonstrate in practice how the people’s war and the ongoing
class struggle is bringing these sections increasingly into the centre stage;
how the latent potential and creative energies, the revolutionary initiative
and capacities of these oppressed sections are being released in the course
of the people’s war and the deepening class struggle. It is only by paying
special attention and making conscious efforts, based on concrete planning,
by the leadership of the Party to develop the oppressed among these sections,
that we can bring a qualitative change in their overall status in the Party and
position in the revolutionary movement

By pursuing the above-mentioned general line and approach, we will
be able to draw the clear line of demarcation with the bourgeois parliamentary
and revisionist parties, with the reformist Non-Governmental Organizations
(NGOs) and other petty bourgeois organizations, as well as with the so-
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called Communist Revolutionary organizations in our country with regard
to the solution of the problems of these special social sections. This can be
done by demarcating with the wrong approaches to these issues from the
proletarian approach. At the same time we must fight against the mechanistic
approach that ignores these social issues and thereby indirectly acts to
perpetuate all these social evils. Conscious efforts have to be made amongst
the males and upper castes from the oppressed to educate them against
their patriarchal and casteist views. We must also take up consistent political
exposure of the various bourgeois-revisionist-reformist trends within the
movements of these sections.

The Party must also fight against non-proletarian values inside itself
that may manifest in subtle forms of patriarchy, casteism and caste biases,
elitism and turning a blind eye to the rights of the oppressed sections. On
the other hand it must also educate comrades who may be influenced by
the varied post-modernist trends, bourgeois feminism, Dalitsism, narrow
nationalism, etc.

It is only by remaining loyal to the politics of the proletariat and the
ideology of Marxism-Leninism-Maoism and maintaining its own political
and organisational independence that the working class can give leadership
and liberate the peoples from the sectarian approach to all these social evils
and arouse them and bring them into the path of the revolutionary democratic
struggle in its true sense (as part and parcel of the new democratic revolution).
Yet, it must be understood that merely the new democratic revolution will
not do away totally all these social evils. Though the objective basis of an
exploitative social system may not exist, it will continue to manifest in the
superstructure — in people’s thinking and social/cultural norms and value.
So, even after the victory of the revolution in the new democratic and
socialist societies, the struggle will have to be continued in all realms of
thinking and social practice.

PM: Today the dog-fights amongst the ruling classes are intensifying;
how do you plan to use this to your advantage?

Kishan: The fact is that revolutionaries always utilise the growing
contradictions within the ruling factions in order to advance the revolution.
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But it must be remembered that in India as yet there is no clear-cut polarisation
due to these contradictions and none of these contradictions have reached
the level of a war. Another point is that while they fight like dogs for the
spoils of office, they get united when it comes to suppressing the revolutionary
struggles. But of course, there are also contradictions amongst them, as to
what policy is best used against the revolutionaries — soft or strong.

That is why this question is such a question which demands serious
thought as to how this contradiction can be used in the interests of revolution.
In order to effectively utilise the contradiction within these ruling classes to
further the revolutionary struggle all the following points must be analysed
and considered — the concrete condition of the revolutionary armed struggle
and its nationwide impact; the condition of our subjective forces, particularly
of'the Party, People’s Army and United Front, and its impact on the people
of the country; and the question of our ability to keep the initiative in our
hands and our ability to effectively intervene on the varied political issues
of the day.

In this matter I want to say one more thing, in the present condition I
don’t think it is correct to ally with one section of the ruling class parties in
the name of utilizing contradictions among them.

PM: Now coming to international questions. What is the significance of
Maoism in the contemporary world? Can it help analyse the big changes
taking place and give a perspective for the future in the present context?

Kishan: We have accepted Maoism as the Marxism-Leninism of today.
Marxism-Leninism-Maoism is in itself an integrated whole. It is such a
dynamic science that, with its help one can better analyse all the branches
of science. With it, we can correctly analyze anything or event and draw
conclusions.

We know that Marxism does not merely interpret the world, but
determines the laws that govern its change. Accordingly, what ever changes
have taken place in the world today or all the changes that have taken place
since the very beginning of the imperialist era, till date, can only have been
correctly analysed in the light of the theory of Marxism-Leninism-Maoism.
This will apply to the future as well. Together with this, we must remember
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that Marxism-Leninism-Maoism is the guide to all our activities. Therefore,
it acts as the theoretical guide to understand even big changes that may
have taken place in any new conditions. We have to do our work not in a
dogmatic way but apply it creatively.

In addition, to understand the future, within the framework of the present
can only be done in the light of Marxism-Leninism-Maoism. Development
ofthe world situation takes place only through the process of passing through
various ups and down, the zig-zag path and through the process of advancing
through both victories and defeats. Even all advances in the world and the
social system too go through this process and will also continue to do so in
this way.

Therefore, I am of the firm opinion that to understand today’s world
and find solutions to its varied problems, the use of Maoism is of a historical
and international significance.

PM: How do you plan to develop relations with other revolutionary
forces throughout the world? What impact will this unity have on the
international communist movement?

Kishan: We communists are internationalists. This internationalism is best
reflected through our slogan — Workers and oppressed people of the world
unite! For the advance of the world communist movement there is utmost
necessity to establish strong fraternal relations between the revolutionary
struggles of the colonial, semi-colonial and semi-feudal countries and the
working class movements in the capitalist-imperialist countries. With this
approach, one of our important duties is to establish strong relations with all
genuine Maoist parties in the world. From earlier itself both the erstwhile
MCCI and the erstwhile CPI(ML)[PW] have continued bilateral relations
with Nepal, Peru, Philippines, Turkey and other countries at the international
level. The erstwhile MCCI had even joined the RIM (Revolutionary
Internationalist Movement), while the erstwhile PW had decided to further
deepen its relations with RIM.

Now when a new Party — the CPI(Maoist) — is born, by following
revolutionary traditions, the party has decided to continue its deep relations
with RIM and all other genuine Maoists.
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As India is a vast populated country, the unity of India’s two important
revolutionary organisations — the erstwhile MCCI and PW — will definitely
have a very positive impact at the international plane. Today there is no
socialist country in the world. Today, when the reactionaries are shouting
from the roof tops that Marxism and Communism has been defeated, the
merger of the erstwhile MCCI and PW and the formation of a genuine
Marxist-Leninist-Maoist Party, is such an event, that too in a vast country
with a population of one billion, that can give new life to the international
communist movement. To the extent that we will be able to intensify
revolutionary guerrilla agrarian war —i.e., protracted people’s war — under
the leadership of the new Party, to that extent new energy will be infused
into the International Communist Movement.

PM: You have been always saying for the last 35 years the situation in
the world is excellent for revolution. If so why are the Maoist forces in
the world so weak?

Ganapathy: Yes, the objective situation is in general terms excellent. The
objective situation is very excellent in the third world or backward countries
or oppressed countries or semi-colonies and colonies and the revolutionary
objective situation is developing in the imperialist countries. But, why is
there this contradiction that you mentioned? How can we understand this?

We should understand that there is a dialectical link between the objective
and the subjective factors; it is not a mechanical interconnection or a one-
to-one relationship. If there was such a mechanical relation everything would
be pre-determined and revolution would take place in the backward countries
first only. Lenin said that, to a revolutionary situation to mature, both the
objective and subjective factors must develop and then alone revolution
breaks out at the weakest link. Though, today the storm centres of world
revolution are the backward countries and there the conditions are acute; in
which of these countries revolution takes place is dependent on numerous
factors. Similarly, the development and growth of genuine proletarian parties
(Maoist parties) is determined not merely by the extent of poverty but by
the political content of the general democratic movement in that country
and the growth of genuine proletarian forces within it.

36 * Collected Interviews of CPI (Maoist)



With the advent of imperialism, the crisis of capitalism took the form of
a General crisis and ripened the objective condition for social revolution.
The principal characteristic feature of the general crisis of capitalism in the
era of imperialism is that capitalism as a whole is bogged down in a state of
under-utilisation of capacity and permanent mass unemployment and
inflation. The continuous massive destruction of productive forces through
world wars and proxy wars, through under-utilisation of productive capacities
of millions upon millions of people and the destruction of surplus
commodities, even as millions of people languish in destitution; are all
features of imperialism.

The general crisis of capitalism brought forth all the fundamental
contradictions in society to a bursting point — that between capital and
labour, between imperialism and the oppressed nations and people, and
between the various imperialist powers and monopoly capitalist groups.
The conflict of the productive forces with the existing relations of production
thus took on an explosive form ever since the advent of imperialism, leading
to fascism, world wars and social revolutions. These will continue until the
final victory of the World Socialist Revolution over the world capitalist
system.

The present day world is under a great disorder, turbulence and instability
rarely witnessed after the Second World War. The collapse of Soviet Social
imperialism and the complete integration of erstwhile bureaucratic capitalist
states of East Europe, Soviet Union in the 1990s and China into world
capitalist system have not mitigated the crisis of world capitalism. This ever
intensifying crisis of the world capitalist system is the basis for the chaos,
turmoil and instability which has become the characteristics of the
contemporary world situation. After the 11th September incident, in the
name of fighting against terrorism US imperialism is unleashing a series of
wars of aggression and carrying out attacks on the people all over the
world. This has generated a powerful backlash from the people, in various
forms. Thus a new situation has emerged where instability and turmoil
have deepened further.

Today, imperialism is facing an unprecedented worldwide crisis, unheard
of ever since the end of the Second World War. All the fundamental
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contradictions are further sharpening. A new tide of revolutionary struggles,
national liberation struggles and various people’s movements against
imperialist aggression, oppression, exploitation and the reactionary ruling
classes is unfolding everywhere. There is great need to utilise this favourable
situation to make great leaps in the ongoing people’s war in our country and
advance towards the establishment of a new democratic state and then
march foreword to socialism.

Vast areas of Asia, Africa, and Latin America are continuing as the
storm centres of world revolution. Guerrilla war against US occupation is
intensifying in Iraq and Afghanistan. People’s war, under the leadership of
the Maoist parties in India, Nepal, Philippines, Peru and Turkey, is advancing.
The workers and vast sections of the masses in imperialist countries are
fighting militantly against the policies of globalisation and war. Genuine
revolutionary parties based on MLM are emerging in several capitalist
countries. All this acts to weaken imperialism.

Yet, relative to the 1960s and 70s, the proletarian movement is weaker.
The principal reason for this is the growth of the revisionist trends worldwide
and the betrayal of the national liberation movements of the 60s and the
70s. The reversals in the Soviet Union (1956) and then in China (1976) and
the conversion of the Communist Party Of Soviet Union (CPSU) and the
CPC into revisionist parties fuelled rightist and revisionist parties throughout
the world. The restoration of capitalism in these former socialist societies
and the disintegration of the socialist camp had a very negative impact on
the advance of the world revolution. Utilising the situation of this setback
the imperialists went on an ideological and political offensive against
communism trying to show it as being outdated and floating various new
forms of dissent theories. On the other hand most of the genuine communist
revolutionary forces were in disarray and ideological and political confusion
rife with no international centre. It is these factors that have resulted in the
relative weakening of the Maoist forces today. In addition the massive,
genocidal repression unleashed on all revolutionary forces (as witnessed in
Indo-China, Latin America, and now Asia) further created impediments in
growth.

But today, with the conditions worldwide becoming even more horrifying
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and the regrouping of genuine Maoist forces and the birth of new ones, the
revolutionary situation is bound to advance. The relatively faster growth of
the PPW in Nepal is a concrete example of the excellence of revolutionary
situation. If Maoist parties emerge in various countries and take concrete
tactics, under a correct strategy, they are bound to advance. To do so there
is a need to correctly grasp MLM; know the nature of the imperialist era
and grasp the historical task of the world working class and its Vanguard
Parties; prepare the subjective forces; politically mobilise and lead the masses
in the class struggles and advance the revolutionary wars to success.

PM: Finally, what message does your united Party have for the people
of the country?

Ganapathy: Finally, our United Party calls on the people of India and the
world over to:

Unite! Unite! And Unite! Unite all the revolutionary and democratic
classes and forces of our country — workers, peasantry, petty bourgeoisie
and national bourgeoisie, including all the oppressed social sections — under
the leadership of the Communist Party of India (Maoist)!!

Organize! Organize! And Organize! Organize in the Revolutionary Mass
Organisations, Red Army, and the Organs of New Political Power under
the leadership of the Communist Party of India (Maoist)!!

Struggle! Struggle! And Struggle! Struggle to break the chains of
Imperialism, Feudalism and Comprador Bureaucrat Capitalism for liberation!
Struggle for great victories to triumph countrywide political power! No
force, however mighty, can suppress the people’s struggles permanently!
Ultimately Victory of the revolution is inevitable! It is the law of
transformation of class society! Final defeat is only of the enemy! Final
victory is only of the oppressed messes!!

We give a similar call to the working class, oppressed nations and the
people of all countries — Unite, Organize and intensify the struggle against
imperialism and all reaction, for the advancement and success of the world
socialist revolution under the leadership of the genuine proletarian Parties!!!
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2

“South Asia is Indeed Becoming
A Storm Centre of World Revolution”

Interview of Comrade Ganapathy to The Worker,
Organ of Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist)

May 2006

1. Comrade General Secretary, would you please mention how you are
analyzing the particularities of present world situation?

Ganapathy (GP): The particularities of the present situation are:

Politically, the absence of a socialist base for the world revolution; the
growth of strong anti-Communist ideologies such as post-modernism and
the NGO philosophy; rise of the US as the sole superpower after the collapse
of the Soviet superpower in the beginning of the 1990s and the grave threat
posed by the US imperialism to world people, especially after the September
11 attacks on the WTC and the Pentagon; the fascist offensive throughout
the world against revolutionary movements, national liberation movements
and defiant regimes in the name of containing so-called terrorism; and the
growth of a strong anti-War, anti-Globalisation movements all over the
world.

Economically, the integration of the so-called socialist economies, the
state bureaucratic capitalist economies directly into world capitalist system;
the ascendance of neo-liberal economic policies of LPG or Globalization,



some important changes in the production system and further intensification
of neo-colonial plunder, exploitation, control of semi-colonial and semi-
feudal and neo-colonial countries; change in the role of IMF, WB and
emergence of WTO as powerful world imperialist economic bodies; the
tremendous technological revolutions in information technology and bio-
technology; important changes in economic strengths and positions of big
imperialist powers in the share of world market and emergence of some
new economic powers; and acute crisis in the world capitalist economy.

Thus all the fundamental contradictions in the contemporary world have
been getting more and more acute making the situation highly favourable
for revolution. While such is the objective condition, the particularity of the
subjective condition is that there is no organized challenge to the imperialists
and the biggest bully of all, the American imperialists. With the restoration
of capitalism in China after the revisionist take-over following the demise
of Mao, the world proletariat and the oppressed people and nations have no
leadership or guidance. The weak organized strength and lack of leadership
for the world people has made the imperialists more aggressive and
oppressive. Today, in every country the Communist Party has to make
revolution almost without any substantial help from other countries, say,
like the situation prior to the October Revolution, in a way.

There is one big difference, however. After the setbacks and defeats in
the world proletarian revolution, we are able to understand more deeply the
problems of socialist construction, and think of ways and means to overcome
such setbacks in post-revolutionary societies. We, as Marxists, not only
see the setbacks and defeats in the world revolution but also the continuous
struggle of the oppressed nations and people, learn valuable lessons from
past mistakes and limitations in the construction of socialist society. We not
only see the enemy’s successes and strengths but also see the reasons
behind it, his weaknesses and the acuteness of the fundamental contradictions
in the contemporary world, which will ultimately lead to his defeat and the
victory of proletariat.

Whatever be the particularity of the present situation, one should not
forget the protracted nature of the world proletarian revolution, the direction
of development process of human society, and the historical task of
international proletariat



2. Do you think there have been changes or new developments on the
specificities that Marx, Lenin and Mao had synthesized concerning
capitalism and imperialism in the erstwhile situation? If so, do you
think the overall development of MLM is necessary to face the challenges
emerging from the new situation?

GP: Yes, our Party thinks there have been some significant changes or new
developments in the specificities concerning capitalism and imperialism from
what has been synthesized by Marx, Lenin and Mao. However, regarding
the character of the present era, our Party thinks there is no fundamental
change and it is still the era of imperialism, and proletarian revolution.

First of all, we know that, our great international proletarian
revolutionary teachers and leaders—comrades Marx, Lenin and Mao—
lived in different stages/phases of capitalist/imperialist society, and in those
times there were many great changes-qualitative or most significant in all
spheres of society. Taking into consideration the developments in various
sciences, and the advances made in the realm of class struggle and
revolutionary practice, they developed proletarian science. MLM was
established and developed in three stages. MLM too develops further like
any other science, enriches the proletarian science through creative and
concrete application to the changing conditions. There is always the need
for the creative application of the universal truth of MLM to face the new
challenges emerging from the new situation.

But it is yet another thing to say that it is necessary to develop MLM to
face the new situation. I do not know of any Marxist teacher or genuine
proletarian Party or leader who had placed the question in this manner or
that MLM had developed in this way by any one genius or Party in the
past. Nor will it develop so in future. I do not think Marx or Lenin or Mao
had posed the question this way, or declared that it was their task to develop
proletarian science. MLM had developed in the course of advancing the
class struggle and solving the multifarious problems confronting the world
revolution.

So, in this context let me remind you the changes after Mao as I
mentioned in my answer to your first question. Let every genuine Maoist
Party independently, and all genuine Maoist Parties collectively, strive to
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face the new changes and challenges in the international arena. It is in the
course of correctly solving the problems confronting the revolution that the
revolutions in the various countries and the world revolution will advance
by overcoming the present difficult situation. The development of theory
might take place in one or a few aspects or in a more comprehensive way
through this struggle and revolutionary process. Any Party, or Parties and
their leaders might contribute significantly for the development of the theory
in the course of advancing the revolution and understanding the objective
development of other sciences. The world proletarian revolution advances
in this way.

3. South Asia has been becoming a storm centre of revolution, what are
the objective and subjective bases for this?

GP: As analysed by the Parties of CCOMPOSA, South Asia is indeed
becoming a storm centre of world revolution. There are certain objective
and subjective bases for this.

Firstly, all the countries of South Asia are semi-colonial and semi-feudal
countries once ruled by the British imperialists. Hence they have many
similarities and inter-relations in historical, economical, political, social,
religious, cultural and geographical conditions.

Secondly, we must keep in mind first the geo-strategic location of South
Asia and the immense interest of the imperialists in the region. The US
imperialists, in particular, want to use SAsia as a counter-weight to China
which is fast becoming a major economic-military- political power.

Third, it is the most populated region in the world accounting for a fifth
of the world’s population which is larger than China. It has a vast market
and has been an important region of rivalry between the various imperialist
powers who vie for greater share of the SAsian markets.

Fourth, Indian expansionism is a powerful enemy of the people and
nationalities and a big threat to the development of the NDRs and national
liberation struggles of this region; the revolutionary situation objectively
and subjectively in Nepal is more matured than anywhere in present day
world and the NDR is advancing with tremendous success under the
leadership of CPN(Maoist); The NDR in India is in a more advantageous
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position than ever before and it is advancing under the leadership of
CPI(Maoist) and its great significance in the world socialist revolution;
existence of Maoist Parties in Bangladesh and newly formed Maoist Party
in Bhutan; the Maoist Parties of India, Nepal and Bangladesh are having
proletarian revolutionary consistency, spirit, vigor and traditions in high
holding the red banner of MLM since the days of great debate under the
leadership of comrade Mao and Naxalbari; since the great Naxalbari uprising
to contemporary PPW in Nepal and India, the revolutionary movements
are creating great impact in every country of South Asia.

Since mid-90s there are good relations between all these Maoist parties
with a strategic approach, specific policies and tactics to deal with the
contradictions in South Asian Region to advance the revolutions and
democratic struggles of oppressed nationalities in every country and entire
region.; the support of revolutionary forces and democratic people in world
is increasing day by day. So, any body can say there is an objective and
subjective condition in South Asia to become a storm centre of world
revolution.

4. Would you please shed light on the theoretical concept of CCOMPOSA
and the role it is playing? How do you think it should develop to face the
emerging new challenges regionally?

GP: As the name itself indicates, CCOMPOSA is basically a coordination
committee of the Maoist parties and organisations of the region. The chief
purpose for which we had formed this is to achieve better coordination
between the Maoist forces in the Sub-Continent in order to wage united
struggle against Indian Expansionism. Towards this end, it is necessary to
unite all the forces, particularly the various nationality movements, in the
common front against Indian expansionism and imperialism. The Maoist
forces should act as the core of this front and provide the leadership.

However, we do not think the role of the CCOMPOSA is limited to
fight against Indian expansionism. We should strive to achieve more
ideological-political cohesion among the Maoist forces of the region, exchange
the experiences and assist one another in the spirit of proletarian
internationalism.
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Ideologically we analyzed concretely the historical, economical, political,
social, religious, cultural and geographical conditions to correctly understand
the inter—relations between, problems facing, contradictions operating in
the South Asian Region in general and concretely analyzed the expansionism
of Indian ruling classes in particular. And basing on the above understanding,
we politically formulated our strategic approach and tactics and specific
policies to deal with the situation of this region. Thus struggle against Indian
expansionism; and mutual help in this struggle and in the advancement of
revolutions are the objectives of the CCOMPOSA and it was with this
ideological and political understanding that both our Parties—[ CPN(Maoist)
and CPI(Maoist)], initiated to form it.

Yes, surely the CCOMPOSA is as an important instrument of Maoist
Parties and democratic fighting forces to face the emerging new challenges
regionally. But, its development will depend on the successes and
advancements in revolutions of this region in general and Nepal and India
in particular and also the role played by the Parties concerned in it and also
on the political situation in this Region and world over.

5. The unity between two revolutionary parties in India, the CPI (ML)
(PW) and MCCI has inspired very much the masses the world over and
South Asia in particular. But there are still several revolutionary and
Marxist-Leninist-Maoist Parties outside of this process. Does this process
still continue?

GP: I agree with you regarding the impact of the merger of two Maoist
Parties and the formation of CPI(Maoist) in India. And I also agree that
there are still several revolutionary and Marxist-Leninist-Maoist Parties
outside of this process. This fact was taken cognizance of by the Joint
meeting of the CCs of the two erstwhile parties at the time of the merger.

The CC of our new Party has correctly assessed that there are still
some (not several as you say) revolutionary forces outside the Party and
decided to take up the unity task by the new central committee as its one of
urgent tasks. Our new Central committee in its first meeting has decided to
start immediately the unity process with other revolutionary and Marxist-
Leninist-Maoist Parties and revolutionary individuals. We are making serious
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efforts to realize this task in a principled manner. Regarding the unity of
genuine revolutionary forces, I want to clarify there must be an agreement
on basic ideological, political, organizational, military issues which will ensure
the unity on the Party basic line for the unity with any revolutionary Party.
And also our Central Committee is giving very much importance to the
practice of any revolutionary Party to correctly judge its genuineness.

In order to correctly asses the words and deeds of any revolutionary
Party, we are asking the review of its practice. For principled unity we need
the review of any Party in Indian context and lessons gained in the history
of revolutionary movement of India. With this unity effort already we are
getting some positive results also. But, unfortunately some parties are not
positively responded. In spite of their negative approach, we are still waiting
for their positive response. I believe that this revolutionary situation itself
forces all the genuine revolutionaries to unite. Their responsibility lies in
their consciousness.

6. Would you please mention the basic theoretical and political concept
of unity between revolutionary parties?

GP: Basically, theoretical and political unity on the following questions
must be essential for the unification of revolutionaries in India:

Our ideology of MLLM, Nature of the Indian society, state character,
major and fundamental contradictions and principal contradiction; Stage of
the revolution, Strategy of the revolution and path of the revolution; Political,
organizational and military line and basic tactics of PPW; Stand on the
questions of Caste, Nationality, Women and Religious minorities; International
situation and the fundamental and principal contradictions in the
contemporary world, Domestic situation, and so on. Along with the
theoretical and political unity on these questions, it is very important to take
into consideration the historical evaluation of practice of the parties that
wish to unite as well as their current practice.

To think of unity basing only on the basic documents related to the
ideological-political line of the parties and not taking into account the practice
of the parties, is fraught with inherent danger since no party can be genuinely
revolutionary if its practice does not match its theory. We should oppose
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some of aspects proposed by the RIM for the unification of Maoist Parties
in a country.

7. How have been the activities, situation of the movement and influence
after party unification?

GP: Unification of the two Maoist Parties has had a tremendous influence
on the oppressed masses of the country and the various revolutionary forces.
The Party organization now spans across the length and breadth of the
country, from Assam -Tripura in the east to Gujarat in the west, and from
Punjab in the north to Kerala in the south. We now have presence in almost
every state though it is weak in some states. The merger of the two Parties
has strengthened the organization specially in Bihar, Jharkhand, West Bengal,
UP, Orissa and Chathisgarh and to a smaller degree in eight other states.

The merger at the central level was immediately followed by the merger
at the state level which took almost 6 months. This has been one of the
main activities during the period after the merger. We have also taken up
the Assembly Election Boycott campaign in Bihar, Jharkhand during the
month of February this year. It had a good political impact and there was
virtually no campaigning by the parliamentary parties in most of our areas.
Some of the armed tactical offensives as in Chandauli of UP in November
last in which 17 policemen were killed, the annihilation of the SP of Mungyr
district in Bihar, ambushes in West Bengal, Maharashtra, series of attacks
in Chathisgarh, Jharkhand and AP had demonstrated the increased striking
power of the PLGA after the merger of the two Parties and the two guerilla
armies.

As regards political offensive, attempts are going on to build a strong
anti-imperialist, anti-repression movement. We are now in a position to
build mass organizations having a really All India character and proceed in
the direction of building united front at the all India level.

The impact of the merger is felt even more by the exploiting ruling
classes who have been yelling loudly that the new Party poses a grave
danger to the internal security and the unity and integrity of the country and
that all efforts should be made to stamp out the Red Corridor stretching all
the way from Nepal to Kerala in the south. Meetings of the Chief Ministers,
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DGPs, Chief Secretaries and so on of 13 states are having meeting after
meeting devising plans to suppress the people’s war led by the CPI(Maoist).

8. India is a big country with a lot of diversities. How are you evaluating
the character of the political contradictions based upon various
particularities of economic, social, cultural and religious arenas along
with geographical diversity? In such a situation what kind of working
plan you have prepared to apply the line of People’s War in India?

9. A considerable section of Indian population has been concentrating
in the cities and industrial sectors. The nature of contradiction
automatically brings about changes in the form of movement. Looking
at it from this angle, how do you see the possibility of insurrection in the
cities? If so, have you thought about the need to develop military line
that connects the protracted people’s war with insurrection?

GP: Almost a third of the Indian population resides in urban areas. The
size of the working class in India is quite huge. Though as a percentage of
the total population it is not very high as in the capitalist countries, in numbers
it is very significant. For instance, the strength of the organized working
class itself is more than the population of Nepal, not to speak of the
unorganized working class which is four times more. It is important to take
this fact into consideration when formulating tactics.

The weightage of the working class and the urban area in the overall
revolution is greater than what it was in pre-revolutionary China. The uprisings
of the working class and the urban population play an important role in the
latter stages of the Indian revolution. We have to adopt diverse tactics for
mobilizing the urban masses into the revolution, take up their political-
economic-social-cultural issues, give more importance especially to work
among the various sections of the urban population, expose and isolate the
revisionist and bourgeoisie TU leadership, build a united revolutionary-
democratic movement of the working class, build strong anti-imperialist
and anti-CBB political movement, and concentrate on the key sectors of
the economy. We must, no doubt, prepare the urban masses for insurrection
but they must be first trained to integrate with the peasantry and to lead,
participate and extend solidarity to the armed agrarian revolutionary
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movement and thus lay a strong basis for worker-peasant unity.

The protracted people’s war strategy includes the aspect of insurrection
in the cities which generally takes after the liberation of the vast backward
countryside. However, in the urban areas in and around the Base Areas and
the guerilla zones, uprisings do occur much earlier and there will be
continuous tussle between the revolutionary armed forces and the enemy’s
armed forces for the control over these urban areas for a long period of
time. The line of PPW in India has its own specific characteristics. From
the very beginning of our work in urban areas, we must give emphasis to
building a self-defence movement, should inter-link the armed activity with
the guerilla war in the sub-urban areas and with the armed agrarian
revolutionary war in the countryside.

With the above strategic outlook our Party will further develop our
political and military line in practice by summing up the experiences and the
changes in conditions.

10. Strong national movements are being waged in the different parts of
India. Would you please explain in brief the contradiction and inter-
relation existing between the new democratic revolution and the national
movement? Also how are you charting plans to win over the national
movements in the fold of new democratic revolution? What are the
ideological and political problems you are facing while doing so?

GP: Nationality movements have become an inseparable aspect of the Indian
political scene, and however much the reactionary ruling classes of India
have been trying to suppress them, or buy over their leadership, they are
rising up again and again like a phoenix.

In the opinion of our Party, national movements are an integral part of
the New Democratic Revolution. The demands of the various oppressed
nationalities in India also form part of the agenda of the NDR. The just and
legitimate right of the nationalities to self-determination, including their right
to secession, is supported by our Party and this important democratic right
is included in our Party programme. Thus theoretically, there is no
contradiction between the new democratic revolution and the nationality
movement as the latter’s aim is to achieve liberation from imperialism and
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reflects the aspirations of the vast masses, including the national bourgeoisie,
which is also part of the new democratic front at this stage of the democratic
revolution..

However, there are serious limitations on the part of the leadership of
most of the nationality movements. They do not have a clear anti-imperialist
orientation and often capitulate to imperialism. There is lack of consistency
and there is vacillation. There is no ideological-political clarity regarding the
national programme. This, obviously, poses some serious problems and
hence we see some of the nationality movements capitulating to the
machinations of the reactionary ruling classes and the imperialists.

The working class party has to make conscious effort to impart
ideological-political education to the leadership of the nationality movements;
orient their movements against imperialism, CBB and feudalism; help them
formulate a democratic programme so as to reflect the aspirations of the
broad masses; and achieve effective coordination between the armed agrarian
revolutionary struggles and the national movements.

The armed struggles waged by the nationalities are an important
component of the Indian new democratic revolution and our Party will
make all effort to give them a correct revolutionary orientation and to achieve
coordination against the common enemies.

11. How are you evaluating the present political situation in India? In
the present context, would you please let us know about the immediate
tactical program of military and political offensive within the present
stage of strategic defensive?

GP: The present political situation in India is extremely favourable for
advancing the people’s war in the country, more so in the context of the
merger of the two Maoist Parties in September last year. The crisis is quite
acute in the economic, political and social spheres, all the fundamental and
major contradictions are becoming more and more acute day by day and
the various sections of the people are waging militant struggles on their
demands, often clashing with the Indian state and the armed struggle of
some oppressed nationalities are continuing.

Our Party has been trying to utilize this favourable situation by taking
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up political and military offensive. Our TCOCs, which have been taken up
as well-coordinated campaigns at various levels, have had a good impact.
We have been taking up such tactical offensives to seize arms and ammunition
from the enemy forces and arming PLGA, to establish organs of people’s
political power, and to stall the offensive operations of the enemy forces,
and also during the PLGA anniversary week every year, and during the
elections to parliament and assemblies.

Politically, we are trying to intervene in the various types of situation in
the states where we are strong, utilize the contradictions within the ruling
classes, and build broad-based militant mass movement against state
repression, imperialist globalization and its ill-effects, Hindu communal-
fascist offensive and religious fundamentalism of all types. But given the
vast size of India and the weakness of our subjective forces, we are not yet
in a position to effectively intervene at the Central level and our intervention
is still largely at the state and lower levels. We do have plans to politically
intervene at the Central level in a significant way in the near future.

12. As a practitioner of proletarian internationalism and an immediate
neighbor, you are definitely studying in depth the People’s War in Nepal.
What do you see as important achievements for the world communist
movement acquired from the development of 10 years of People’s War
in Nepal? Do you have any suggestions that you would like to provide in
order to advance the Nepalese revolution further?

GP: Yes. We have been definitely studying the People’s War in Nepal right
from its Initiation. As a firm adherent of proletarian internationalism, our
Party had always maintained good fraternal relations with your Party in
Nepal, tried to study the ongoing people’s war and, as you are aware, tried
to assist in whatever way possible long before the initiation of people’s war
in your country. We have had several rounds of discussions during 1995-
1996 when the people’s war was initiated and during the period after the
Initiation. During these discussions we had exchanged our views on several
issues such as: the concept of Gonzalo Thought and the understanding
regarding ‘ism’, Thought and Path, nature of the revolution in the 21st
century, concept of South Asian Socialist Federation, role of RIM,
experiences of Peru, question of comrade Stalin, and so on. The discussions
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between our two Parties have been quite useful and helped in understanding
one another better.

As a Party leading the revolution in India, we made special effort to
study the advances made by the people’s war in Nepal. The development
of a decade of people’s war in Nepal has a great impact on the world
revolution and has provided rich and varied experiences for the revolutions
in other countries. The world communist movement and the Indian
communist movement have greatly benefited from the experiences of the
PW in Nepal.

As for concrete achievements, | think the comrades in Nepal had very
effectively and creatively combined the universal truth of MLM with the
concrete practice of the Nepalese revolution. This creative application of
MLM to the concrete conditions of Nepal in the context of the contemporary
world situation by the CPN(Maoist) is itself an achievement. This is because
dogmatism is still a strong trend in the world communist movement at
present even though the right opportunism or right revisionism continues to
be the principal trend. Hence the breakthrough achieved by the CPN(M)
by the creative application of MLM will be an eye-opener to many of these
dogmatic Maoists.

Another significant achievement of your Party, as I see, is the effective
use of tactics. The CPN(M) has been able to change its tactics swiftly and
boldly in accordance with the changes in the situation, without any hesitation,
about what others would say. We can see this effective use of the weapon
of tactics throughout this ten-year period and our Party appreciates the
boldness and the creativity of your Party leadership in such a flexible use of
the weapon of tactics.

The advances made by the people’s war in Nepal has also proved that
initiation of people’s wars and rapid advances are possible in backward
countries if the proletarian party is equipped with a correct revolutionary
line based on MLM and the leadership effectively combines theory with
practice and creatively develops appropriate tactics without any rigidity.

As for our suggestions, we have been continuously placing them before
your leadership during our bilateral discussion with CPN(M). We found
that there is a certain degree of overgeneralization with regard to some of
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the achievements of the people’s war in Nepal, such as attributing universality
to some things that are basically a feature of the revolution in an extremely
backward country. And while it is a good thing that your Party has been
taking up tactics quite boldly, there is also the problem of oversimplification
of some situations and, at times, taking tactics based on an overestimation
of the situation such as the intensity of the contradictions between India,
China and the US.

13. The reactionary states in both the countries, India and Nepal, have
been augmenting co-work constantly to conspire against and repress
the People’s Wars in both of the countries. They have lost their sleep
over questions of Red Corridor, Compact Zone and Joint Action and
they have been very much terrified of this. In this backdrop, how do you
think the inter-relation between two revolutionary parties, the CPI
(Maoist) and CPN (Maoist), should be?

14. The Nepalese People’s War has entered into the stage of strategic
counter-offensive. This situation in itself'is the phase of central political
and military intervention against the enemy. It is clear that the
reactionaries the world over in general and Indian expansionism in
particular are assisting the despotic Gyanendra regime openly and even
preparing for open intervention. What do you think the role of your
party should be on behalf of the justice-loving Indian masses to prevent
such intervention?

GP: [ shall try to answer both the questions together as both are closely
related.

It is a fact that the reactionary ruling classes of India and Nepal, aided
and abetted by the imperialists, particularly the US imperialists, have been
working together to suppress the people’s wars in both these countries. The
victory of the revolution in any country in the world is intolerable for the
reactionaries of the world who have been spreading vicious propaganda
and unending myths about the “final defeat of communism” and the “final
triumph of capitalism”, that there is no alternative to capitalism, and such
trash. The spectre of a communism is haunting them again with the rapid
advances in the people’s war in Nepal and India.
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The Red Corridor or the Compact Revolutionary Zone, which is
the name given by the ruling classes to the region stretching all the way
from the revolutionary Red Bases in Nepal to the guerilla zones of AP and
further south, has become a nightmare for them. The further advancement
ofthe revolutionary guerilla war in this vast region, the strengthening of the
PLGA and its transformation into PLA, and the establishment of Base
Areas in this strategic region, will bring about a qualitative transformation in
the people’s war and the entire political scenario in the country. The faster
we can realize this, the greater will be the help that we can render to the
revolution in Nepal.

The relations between our two Parties-CPI(Maoist) and CPN(Maoist)-
have to be further strengthened, no doubt. Particularly when the revolution
in your country is in the strategic counteroffensive, it is necessary to have
better coordination. We must think of proper methods to maintain these
relations regularly.

At the present juncture, when the Indian expansionists are trying to
bolster the rotten reactionary monarchy of Gyanendra and even
contemplating to openly intervene, our Party will strive to mobilize the vast
Indian masses into a broad political movement against the intervention and
aid by the Indian government to the Gyanendra regime, along with stepping
up our armed campaign against the reactionary Indian state.

15. How have you summed up the negotiations that took place between
CPI (Maoist) and Andhra State Government?

GP: Till now our CC did not sum up the negotiations between AP State
Committee of our Party and the Andhra State Government. But recently, in
last February, our Central Regional Bureau has summed up these negotiations
basing on the policy and guidelines of our Party. Earlier we had formulated
our policy and guidelines on this question by applying MLM to the concrete
conditions, i.e., the political situation and our movement.

The CRB summed up the negotiations as our war in the political front
that had brought positive political-organisational gains to the Party. “7o sum

up, the initiative taken by our Party in AP in forcing the government to
declare a cease-fire and drag it to the negotiating table, is a good example
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of political intervention on the part of the revolutionaries. Though there
are some shortcomings and mistakes during this period, positive aspect
is the principal feature of our political initiative. During this period, our
Party had gained much more popularity, legitimacy and credibility in the
eyes of the people. We had placed our revolutionary politics boldly before
the people and undertook massive political mobilizations by utilizing the
period of cease-fire. Yet, there is a wide gulf between the Partys political
influence and organizational strength.”

On the negative side, there arose some legalist trends in a section of the
Party cadre and leadership. There was an overemphasis in practice on legal
meetings and rallies instead of orienting the masses towards militant struggles
mainly on the political demands. There was lack of necessary military
preparation on our side by the time the enemy began his offensive in January
’05.

After our CC reviews the experiences of our tactics of negotiations in
AP, we shall place whatever is needed before the people.

16. How is your party looking at the role the RIM has been playing
ideologically and politically in the contemporary international communist
movement?

GP: Our Party has a positive and critical approach towards RIM. On the
one hand, we recognize the positive ideological-political role played by RIM
on certain questions such as its analysis of the counter-revolution in China
after the demise of Mao. This certainly helped those revolutionary parties
that had some confusion regarding the developments in China.

On the other hand, our Party also has differences on some ideological-
political questions such as the question of assessment of Stalin, concept of
anew International, question of democratic centralism, the problems in the
functioning of CoRIM and so on. The manner in which RIM has been
dealing with the question of Stalin is only creating more differences within
the Maoist camp. We are debating with CoRIM on all such questions.

Our Party has adopted the correct method of unity — struggle - unity in
resolving our differences with RIM. We must adopt this method in solving
the problems confronting the ICM.

September 2004 - August 2014 * 55



17. What do you think is the main subjective problem within the
communist movement at present? How should the ideological and
political struggle be conducted against this?

GP: You mean the problem of leadership of Maoist Parties of various
countries in the ICM at present. I suppose there may be some problems in
every genuine Maoist Party. We can understand this problem in the backdrop
of'the situation in the ICM and complex situation of the world. There is an
urgent need for waging healthy struggles by the Maoist Parties on the
ideological-political problems confronting the world revolution.

To achieve this, the struggle in Maoist Parties can be waged in two
ways, from inside and outside, principally inside. To achieve good results in
inner-Party struggle, any party can take fraternal Party’s suggestions and
any fraternal party may give suggestions. To achieve good results in
international debate or struggle, it is incumbent upon the concerned Parties
which initiate the debate to consult genuine Maoist Parties and chalk out
the problems that are to be solved in order to serve the world socialist
revolution. Any genuine inner-Party struggle or ideological struggle at the
international level can help the Parties mutually. We must follow the methods
based on MLM in conducting inner- Party struggle or international debates
on ideological-political matters. If we fail to follow this method, we will not
be able to achieve the desired goal.

There is also another type of struggle, that is, the struggle between a
revolutionary and revisionist Party or between revolutionary and revisionist
camps internationally. Any genuine Maoist party should not mix this type of
struggle with the struggle between genuine Maoist Parties and should be
cautious not to use the same method for both types of struggles.

18. How has been your experience in building and strengthening a
proletarian communist party within the framework of non-proletarian
thinking that crops up from the semi-feudal and semi-colonial relations?

GP: I feel it is not only the problem of any semi-colonial and semi-feudal
society, but a problem confronting the proletarian Party of every country
including all the imperialist countries in general. But this problem has its
own specific characteristics depending on the concrete conditions of that
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country. It also implies to all countries in the course of revolution and at the
time of socialist transformation or socialist construction.

India’s specificity is that it is semi-feudal and semi-colonial and hence
non-proletarian thinking crops up continuously in the Maoist party in India
due to these specificities. Most of the cadre in the party hail from the
peasantry and, as we know, we have to make conscious effort to transform
the thinking of the peasantry.

Not only the peasantry, non-proletarian thinking crops up in virtually
every section of the population in India due to the predominance of semi-
feudal, semi-colonial relations and culture which affects the entire society.
Factors such as patriarchy, caste feelings and even discrimination, nationality
sentiments and prejudices etc., have some impact even on the cadre hailing
from the working class.

In the erstwhile PW, we had two serious inner-Party struggles in 1985-
87 and 1991-92 against SM-VS liquidationist clique and KS clique
respectively. In both these struggles the Party acquired rich experience, its
ideological-political line was enriched, and a higher unity of thought and
action was achieved in the course of these struggles. In the erstwhile MCCI
there was an inner-Party struggle against Bharath-Badal clique which helped
in the Party’s growth and in achieving further clarity on ideological-political
questions.

The Rectification campaigns taken up by the erstwhile PW in the various
states and at the central level after its Congress, had helped greatly in
ideologically remoulding the outlook of the Party rank and file and
overcoming the non-proletarian trends within the Party.

19. Marxism asserts that everything is illusion without State Power.
How are you planning to establish People’s Power in the areas where
you have a stronghold? What are the problems you are going to face
when you take this question onto immediate agenda?

GP: Every genuine Marxist believes that, “everything is illusion without
State Power.” Hence, our Party’s basic line is formulated based on the
Maoist principle- “The seizure of power by armed force, the settlement of
the issue by war, is the central task and highest form of revolution. But
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while the principle remains the same (for all countries), its application
by the Party of the proletariat finds expression in various ways according
to the varying conditions.”

Hence, in accordance with the above understanding, we are propagating
the politics of seizure of power and establishment of organs of people’s
power and Base Areas from the very beginning of our work in any area.
And for establishing the Base Areas, we are basically concentrating on the
vast backward rural areas with favourable terrain. This is based on the laws
of protracted people’s war in India, which envisage that, in order to confront
an enemy who is far more superior in strength, the revolutionary forces will
have to select areas, in which the enemy is relatively weaker and which are
favorable to the revolutionary forces, and develop the revolutionary war
there. Our country has many such areas that are strategically important for
the people’s war where Liberated Areas can be established. These Bases
will act as the lever or fulcrum for coordinating and advancing the people’s
war in the country, and for seizing political power countrywide.

We have selected such areas and advanced the armed agrarian
revolutionary war by confronting the local feudal forces and the State’s
armed forces. After several armed confrontations with the armed forces of
the Indian state, we have been able to establish organs of people’s political
power in some of these areas. Establishing Base Areas and organs of people’s
power is on our immediate agenda and we have taken this as our basic
principal and immediate task.

At present, the revolutionary movements are advancing in the vast belt
encompassing the extensive area of Jharkhand, Dandakaranya, Andhra
Pradesh, Bihar, Orissa, UP, etc. These have a great strategic significance.
We are planning to build these areas into a contiguous area of armed struggle,
with each area influencing the other. As these areas get consolidated, we
will be able to utilize their impact on the surrounding areas and develop
them into guerilla zones thus expanding the area of armed struggle. We
have the aim of developing the revolutionary movement in strategic areas
of various states as our subjective forces gain strength.

However, although we are establishing organs of people’s power in
our strongholds, it is not an easy thing to establish stable bases for quite
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some time, given the vastly superior strength of the Indian state. Besides
unleashing white terror on the people, the Indian ruling classes have also
taken up reforms in the areas of armed struggle in order to divert the masses
and to win over a section to their side. Hence, along with strengthening the
PLGA and transforming it into PLA, we have to arm the masses in a big
way and prepare the masses mentally, imparting ideological and political
consciousness to them from the beginning. In spite of these efforts, the
scale and magnitude of enemy attack might force us to retreat from some
of our strongholds and developments like a base area changing into a guerrilla
zone cannot be ruled out. The transformation of a guerilla zone changing
into a base area or the vice versa will occur depending on the state of the
enemy’s offensive, successes or defeats in the war, the state of our subjective
forces, the spread of the people’s war, and on the domestic and international
situation.

(Answers to question no. 8 and the last question are not included)
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Interview with Com. Ramakrishna, Andhra Pradesh
State Committee Secretary, CPI(ML)[PW]

People’s March, Vol.5 No.9, September 2004

(In the background of the talks between State government and CPI(ML)
[Peoples War], Comrade Ramakrishna, Secretary of APSC held a press
conference in the deep forest of Nallamala region in the first week of
August to elucidate the CPI(ML) People’s War party’s understanding on
various aspects concerning the talks. The interview is widely covered in
the press. We are giving excerpts of the interview for our readers - PM)

Q: How do you respond to the government’s proposal People’s War
should leave weapons and carry out their political propaganda?

A: Such utterances from the government can only cause obstacle to the
process of talks. It is a stumbling block for arriving at ceasefire agreement.
The condition of leaving arms can never be acceptable to us.

Q: Then how your representatives had signed an agreement with the
government to carry out propaganda without arms?

A: People’s War representatives are fully aware of the fact that there is no
question of leaving the arms. We came to know from the news paper reports
that they had signed an agreement with the government to do propaganda



without weapons. But we don’t have complete information on this aspect.
Facts will come out only after we discuss this issue with our representatives.
Slight delay in the communication from our side might be one reason for
this.

Q: Do the representatives have the authority to sign an agreement?

A: They have. But the important agreements like cease fire has to be made
only between the Party and the government. Representatives will work out
the modalities of the talks.

Q: Do you say that government is creating obstacles for talks?

A: If the government is blindly insisting on leaving arms then it would
definitely obstruct the talks. We may compromise on some aspects and do
the necessary adjustments. But the issue of weapons is non-negotiable.

Q: Your party has said that talks are also part of the war and government
is also saying that talks are part of their strategy. Is it correct?

A: It is for the government to decide. If the government wishes to be
responsible to the people it shouldn’t insist for leaving the arms. If the
government decides otherwise then we will opt out of the talks.

Q: Are you satisfied with the government’s attitude towards talks?

A: Government is failing in creating a conducive atmosphere for the talks.
Chief Minister is saying that he would recognise our party as a political
party only when we leave our weapons. DGP is going one step ahead and
asking us to join the mainstream. They are doing all this as part of their plan
to disarm our party and deprive the people with leadership. There were
some threatening letters to our representatives.

Government is trying to act innocent on this issue. Finally they arrested
a constable Javed. They have deliberately trying to cover up the senior
police officials by arresting a small fish. Similarly both Chief Minister and
Home Minister are talking about the Voddegudem incident (in which a
covert attempted to kill the District Committee Secretary, but killed two
squad members) as if it is our internal affair. They are saying that they have



stopped combing operations. But by showing some pretext or other like
suicides and other small incidents police are still going into villages. They
are threatening our sympathisers saying “you have only three months period.
Then there will be ban again and we will arrest you”. Government is stopping
such activities.

Q: What do you say about the criminal cases filed by police on your
representatives who participated in Mogilicherla meeting?

A: There may be a lobby within police department. It was created during
the Telugu Desam government period. However all such incidents are not
taking place without the knowledge of the government. Government is
deliberately ignoring them as they are working to serve their class interests.
IAS and IPS officers in the country are working only for serving the interests
of exploitative classes.

Q: Do the People’s War is going to deviate from its armed struggle line?

A: Armed struggle and seizure of political power are the ideological issues
of People’s War party. And they are not negotiable. Bringing them into the
agenda of talks means obstructing the talks. In the blood stained history of
the past 30-35 years, we built People’s Guerrilla Army (PGA) with more
than 2000 members. It is not proper for any one to ask us to abolish this
army. The greatest wealth of the people in this country is this People’s War
party and the People’s Guerrilla Army. Intellectuals and the people of other
classes should deeply think about these aspects. In the present society
violence is in an organised form. There are continuous attacks on women
and Dalits. The exploitation of compradors and imperialists is going on in
urban areas. In these circumstances people have taken up the arms to
safeguard their democratic rights.

Q: What is the difference in attitude of previous Telugu Desam
government and the present Congress government with regard to People’s
War party?

A Except for some methods, there is not much difference. Congress party
is continuing the same policies of Chandrababu government. The decisions
of the government are changed while implementing the same. They
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propagated that there will be no prices for the heads, but in practice they
gave directions that it will limit only to those who are killed in encounters.
They didn’t come to agreement on cease-fire. This is nothing but deceiving
the people. Until now they didn’t even declare their representatives. At the
same time government is trying create an impression that it is more
democratic than the previous one and trying to attract intellectuals on its
side. We are feeling that the government is not sincere in its efforts for a
dialogue. They are making appeal to us to show restrain during this period
of talks and also to the police. Its appeal to us is understandable. But why
should it appeal to police which is nothing but a tool in its administrative
machinery. It should issue orders to the police. The present government is
implementing the policies of Chandrababu in a different form. It is giving a
sugar coating to them. Except for their fight for power there is no difference
in these political parties. It is the Congress which had opened the doors of
Rama Janma Bhoomi. And they are the ones who brought first loans from
IMF.

Q: How far you are trusting the government?

A It is for the government to create the trust. The Voddugudem incident
caused serious loss to our party. The loss would have been much more
severe if we had lost our DCS. We asked the government to appoint an
inquiry commission within 10 days. Home Minister also assured for an
immediate inquiry. Not a single step has been taken in this direction so far.
Without punishing the police officials responsible for this covert operation it
is difficult to advance the talks. They are saying that People’s War has the
right to hold public meetings and then why the conspiracy cases on the
speakers of Mogilicherla meeting. These cases should be removed
immediately.

Q: Whatis the progress on talks? What is your stand on the next phase?

A:We had sent some proposals to the government suggesting the measures
for both sides. Government had sent its response in the name guidelines for
positive dialogue. However there is no mention of cease-fire in it. From the
very beginning government is talking about political propaganda without
weapons. They are asking us not to hold meetings in the villages and call
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officials to these meetings. But we questioned the government is putting
these conditions when it has already announced for unconditional talks. We
expressed our reservations about leaving the arms and asked the government
not to put it as a pre-condition. Chandrababu also made similar precondition.
If required we will take the issue of arms to the people. In lifting ban and in
fake encounters government didn’t show its sincerity. It didn’t lift the ban it
only allowed it to lapse by not extending it. In this way government failed to
create confidence in it. In view of the total situation in spite the limitations
for the talks we are strongly determined to advance the talks for solving the
basic problems.

Q: Is it proper for you to roam with weapons when the talks are going to
take place?

A: We are showing restrain in the rural areas. We told that we are not going
to use weapons and we are abiding by it. We will continue this attitude as
long as government shows the same restrain. We show same restrain while
displaying our arms. It means our forces don’t march in the villages. But
we will got villages to teach politics to the people. We preserve this right.
We are making our cadre understand to take steps to prevent any violations.
For ensuring no such violations from both sides we suggested a 30 member
supervisory committee. No such committee is formed until now. There is
no mechanism to expose the facts in case of any covert actions. Even now
government should form a supervisory committee. Talks can advance only
after such measures. Until now we are conducting ourselves in a responsible
manner. If the government reduces its violence we can also reduce violence
from our side. If violence and counter-violence are reduced then we can
say that talks are fruitful. Organised violence may not be reduced immediately
but state violence should be immediately stopped.

Q: Apart from the violence what are the other issues that can come up
during the talks?

A: We will place the problems of the people before the government. We
place the issues, which had facilitated the defeat of Chandrababu. We will
raise the issues like World Bank loans and its conditions, Hindutva policies,
land issue, 1/70 Act etc.... We will educate the masses on these issues and
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organise them. These talks are nothing but the talks between the people
and the government. There shouldn’t be any ban on People’s War party in
the future. Abolish the rewards on the heads of party leadership. Conduct
inquiry into all fake encounters. Control the black gangs. These are all not
mere party problems and its demands. They are people’s problems and
demands. In any country whenever such talks take place political prisoners
are released. But our party leader Bandi Prakash is languishing in the jail
for the past 15 years.

Q: What are your plans for strengthening the People’s War party?

A: We are raising our recruitment. We became weak in urban areas and
among middle classes. We are making efforts in this direction. We are
lagging behind in deploying the cadre. We are trying to overcome this
shortcoming.

Q: Are you going to form any alternative political party?

A As party carrying out armed struggle there is no scope for us to work
openly. We don’t have any plan to form a legal party. We will not form any
separate party.

Q: You didn’t work openly in the past 9 years.

A: Our legal organisations are working. They resist the fascist policies of
government and educate the people.

Q: Satyamurthy is accusing that People’s War party is moving in the
direction of abdicating the armed struggle. He raised the caste related
issues. What is your response to them?

A Satyamurthy had renounced Marxism and armed struggle. We give little
importance to his utterances. Government is using him. From the day he
left the party, he is attacking our party on ideological, political and cultural
matters. But there is no consonance between his words and his deeds. He
is intentionally maligning us. Our party is the party of oppressed classes. It
is a proletarian party. There can be people from different castes. We are
fighting by mingling with masses. Only Mogilicherla is enough to prove our
mass base. After leaving the party , could Satyamurthy organise 200 people
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behind him? He is general staff without any army.

Q: Do you think he has joined hands with government?

A: As of now it is difficult to say. We will talk about it only when we have
definite information on this. But what we can say for now is that he became
part of the government attack.

Q: Satyamurthy is saying that People’s War is prepared to leave arms?

A: He is making contradictory statements. Whatever he may say, our
objective is areas wise seizure of political power. We are feeling that we are
lagging behind a bit in building the army for this purpose. Had we done this
earlier we could have built liberated areas by this time now. We could have
advanced further from military point of view.

Q: Your squads are retreating even from your politically strong areas?

A: We had faced some losses because of our delay in taking decisions. We
couldn’t effectively face the enemy because he is already ahead of us. In
some areas we are able to stop the enemy. We had faced losses because we
didn’t form the People’s Guerrilla Army for a long time.

Q: There is a feeling that you had made excessive recruitment during
the Chenna Reddy period which lead to coverts. Don’t you fore see such
danger in the present recruitment?

A:We had some bitter experiences. That is why we follow certain standards
while recruiting. And take precautions to avoid enemy penetration. People
from all classes are being recruited. Many of them have not become
communists before joining the party. They are coming because of their
problems and sufferings. We are moulding them. This is a long way. Some
of them are subjected to some weaknesses and vacillations. Those who are
leaving the party are not completely forgetting their ideology. But government
is destroying their values. It is converting them into coverts by threatening
them. In the mean time we will overcome our shortcomings in our theoretical
education.

Q: Do you think that your party is weakened because of the reduction in
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number of educated people?

A: This is a wrong concept. Educated people may talk more politics. Farmers
and labourers may talk less. That doesn’t mean that there will not be any
political growth in them. We may take more time to politically educate
them. However low level recruitment of educated people is definitely a
shortcoming. With the educated people it becomes easier to strengthen the
movement in different fields.

Q: Do you think growing careerism among the youth and students is a
reason for the fall in their recruitment?

A: Until 1985 Universities had been the revolutionary centers. In the process
of growing imperialist exploitation they are diverting students’ attention away
from their social responsibility.
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“No lllusions that Something Drastic would Emerge Out
of the Talks. If Government Violates Cease-Fire We
will Fight Back by Intensifying the People’s War!”

People’s March, Vol.5 No.9, September 2004

( An Interview was given by the Politburo member of CPI(ML)[People’s
War], comrade Prakash On the current and Peace Talks in AP, on 17 July
2004 to the Telugu daily, Vaarta, The Hindu and the BBC. We are producing

below parts of the interview - PM)

Q: There seems to be a sea-change in the situation in AP following the
defeat of the TDP. How has such a drastic change in government policy
towards the Naxalites, particularly the CPI(ML)[People’s War] come
about? What reasons do you attribute to this change?

A: Yes. Of course, there is a drastic change in government policy towards
our Party and the ongoing people’s war at least for the present. The present
Congress government in the state has stated that it regards the Naxalite
movement from a socio- politico-economic standpoint rather than from the
usual Law & Order approach. It had initiated some measures that reflect
the changed approach. The reason for this sudden change in the ruling class
policy is not difficult to understand if we analyse the situation in the state
since the last three decades, especially during the fascist regime of
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Chandrababu Naidu’s TDP.

For over three decades, 35 years to be precise, the ruling classes in AP
represented by the Congress and TDP, had pursued a consistent policy of
suppressing the Naxalites with brute force. Over four thousand people had
been killed during this period, three-quarters of them after the formation of
the CPI(ML)[PW] in April 1980. But the Party and the revolutionary
movement had continued to grow braving the massive repression and
suppression campaigns of the successive governments. It had spread from
a small area in Karimnagar and Adilabad districts in AP to about 15 states in
the country. It had become clear that the movement cannot be suppressed
by brute force alone. A section of the ruling classes had thus advocated a
policy of Talks with the Naxalites for some time past with the objective of
ensuring relative peace at times. It is also a part and parcel of the imperialist
strategy of Low Intensity Conflict (LIC) which stresses on a multi-pronged
strategy towards revolutionary movements and national liberation wars—a
strategy that includes cease-fire and Talks which are aimed at blunting the
edge of armed struggle and corrupting the movement through concessions
and reforms.

The most important reason for the perceptible change in policy of the
new government is the pressure exerted by various sections of the people,
the democratic organizations and intellectuals, and even the opposition parties
since the past few years on the Chandrababu Naidu’s government. The
people’s aspiration for peace and democracy and their desire for an end to
the police raj was completely neglected by the Naidu government. The
latter had even insulted the people by coming up with the agenda of
suppression of the Naxalites during the recent elections. Naidu had called
upon the people to give a referendum on his policy towards the Naxalites
and as it turned out, the people gave a clear verdict on the anti-people
policies of the TDP and rejected its stand on the Naxal issue. The hatred of
the people towards the TDP’s fascist rule was so deep that 28 of the 34
ministers who had contested the elections, including several stalwarts, were
defeated.

The opposition parties, understanding the mood and aspiration of the
masses, came out with a host of promises such as: setting up a judicial
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enquiry into all the fake encounter killings during the nine-year-rule of the
TDP; an end to all fake encounters, combing operations, arrests and
harassment of people; and to initiate Talks by first creating a congenial
atmosphere in the state as soon as they assume power. They had also
promised to lift the ban on the CPI(ML)[PW].

It is against this backdrop that the Congress party that had come to
power changed the earlier policy of outright suppression and initiated some
measures for holding Talks with the Naxalites.

Q: How do you see the impact of the recent elections on the present
situation?

A: The April 2004 elections in APis an example of the unarmed protest of
the masses against the policies of imperialist globalization, liberalization and
privatization; communal and pro-Hindutva policies of the BJP and the TDP;
and the fascist white terror unleashed by the TDP government on the people
at large. The elections provided an outlet for venting out the pent-up anger
and hatred of the people against the elitist, lop-sided, pro-imperialist
development model pursued by the TDP government headed by
Chandrababu Naidu for nine long years. Though parliamentary elections
do not change the nature of class rule or bring any basic change in the
lives of the masses at large, though they only replace one set of bandits
with another, they do reflect the mood of the masses at a particular
point of time. In this sense, election 2004 can be seen as an indicator of
the degree of disillusionment of the masses towards the so-called
development model that is said to transform the country into an economic
superpower and the state of AP into swarnandhra pradesh.

It is this factor that has served as the backdrop for the change in the
policies of the YSR government in AP as reflected in its relative emphasis
on rural development, peace Talks with the Naxalites and an accommodative
attitude towards various deprived sections of the society. To understand
the current peace talks in AP, it is essential to go deeper into the most
crucial factor that had prompted the new rulers to wield the olive branch.

Chandrababu Naidu’s TDP had openly declared a war against the
Naxalites ever since it had come to power in 1995. The vast tracts of the
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state had been turned into virtual concentration camps, all fundamental
rights were suspended, the basic human right to life was denied, and the
democratic space for the articulation of the people’s aspirations and their
right to protest was snatched. During Naidu’s reign, at least 2000 people
belonging to various revolutionary organizations were eliminated, three-
quarters of whom belonged to the CPI(ML)[People’s War]. Several thousand
people were arrested, tortured, and implicated in false cases; their property
was destroyed. The state languished under a pall of fear. The police assumed
the role of prosecutors, judges and executors. They acted as political leaders
and de facto rulers. It is this imposition of a police state over civil society in
AP that became a focal point in the elections this time. The call by Naidu to
give a referendum on his government’s policies towards the Naxalites was
overwhelmingly rejected and, on the contrary, the people gave a referendum
against his misrule through the means immediately available to them.

It is clear from the above that any government that assumes power
cannot outrightly reject the aspirations of the masses at least in the immediate
context. The very assumption of power by the Congress owes much to the
election promises it had made, along with its allies, to begin peace talks with
the Naxalites, to treat the Naxalite issue as a socio-poiticoeconomic one
rather than a law and order issue, to do away with fake encounters and to
restore the democratic rights of the people, and their assurance that all fake
encounters during the nine-year-rule of the TDP will be referred to a judicial
commission and the guilty officials punished. Though consciously
underplayed by the mainstream media, this factor has no doubt played
an important role in the defeat of the TDP-BJP alliance.

Q: How serious is the new government in implementing the cease-fire
and going for Talks with the PW? Will the police top brass allow this to
happen especially when the demand for a judicial enquiry would fix
several of these officials whose hands are stained with the blood of
hundreds of people?

A: The Congress government is clearly in a fix. On the one hand, it has to
meet the people’s expectations and fulfill the promises it had made during
the election campaign, while on the other, it has to ensure that the Naxalites
do not grow strong by using the relaxation in the police offensive. It is like
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riding on the tiger’s back: dare to climb down and the tiger will devour you.
How long this situation will prevail is difficult to predict. The entrenched
police officials, of course, are quite reluctant to change the policies towards
the Naxalites.

The stakes involved are too high to be dispensed with easily. A congenial
atmosphere would mean restrictions on their entry into the Naxal areas; a
virtual end to their age-old practice of extortion from the people in the
name of links with Naxals, from traders, contractors and others; ceasing
the operations of the private armed gangs of former Naxalites involved in
real estate deals and encroachments; a sharp reduction in the complaints to
the police filed by the rural people involved in disputes; an end to promotions
to police officers involved in killing leaders through fake encounters and
through covert agents; and so on. The police bullies, who ruled the state of
Andhra Pradesh as their fiefdom during the nine-year-old reign of
Chandrababu Naidu, were a much pampered lot, answerable to none other
than the biggest bully heading the state — the darling of the World Bank
and the imperialists, Naidu.

Just as a Bush, with a mind-boggling array of weapons of mass
destruction at his disposal, can think nothing else other than relying on his
armoury of steel and metal to break the mettle of all those who defy his
imperialist diktat, so does the fascist mind-set of these police bosses give
room for any other solution.

Literally every police official had minted money in the name of
suppression of the “Naxal menace” and it is hardly surprising that this
section of the police brass would vow not to see the “horrifying” scene of
Naxals holding Talks with the government and bringing about a temporary
truce.

In fact, the government had dillydallied for over a month before declaring
a ceasefire. It was only due to the mounting pressure from the various
democratic organizations and the insistence of the CPI(ML)[PW] and other
Naxalite organizations that it had ultimately come down on June 16 and
announced “cessation of armed hostilities” for three months.

Q: Can the government perform such a seemingly impossible task? Can
it succeed in satisfying both the police officials and the Naxalites at the
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same time?

A: It is, of course, not an easy task to run with the hare and hunt with the
hound. To achieve this the new government had worked out a plan: Prepare
a mask that is acceptable to the people at large, a democratic mask that
very few would dare to contest and thus create a situation where the PW
leadership would be forced to come to the negotiating table on government’s
terms.

And the government was able to win over the democratic intellectuals
of the Concerned Citizens Committee (CCC). Ever since the YSR
government came to power the CCC was taken into confidence and is
pushed into the foreground to place the government’s viewpoint with the
democrat’s soothing touch. The conditions of cease-fire which many would
have opposed had the government spelt them out directly, have acquired
some legitimacy and respectability coming out from the mouths of
intellectuals who have some reputation and credibility in the society so far.
The Naxalites should be confined to the forest or only come unarmed to
the villages for carrying out their propaganda; they should not recruit cadres
or increase their fire-power; they should not strengthen themselves in
whatever manner by using the relaxation in state repression; they should
not summon government bureaucrats in front of the people and question
them; they should not even harass the police informants, not to speak of
killing them, no matter how many informers the police may create during
the period of ceasefire. The authors of these conditions may be an Aravinda
Rao or a Purnachandar Rao but they gain some respectability through the
endorsement given by the democrats of the CCC. The enthusiastic support
exhibited by these intellectuals has given great relief to the new
government as it now can make its conditions seem reasonable.

Emboldened by the moral support by the new apologists of the
government’s policy towards the Naxal issue, the police had stepped up
their campaign against the Naxalites. “7000 new recruits in the fold of the
PW?”, claims a police report in a Telugu daily. “Large-scale extortions by
PW cadre”, claims another report. “Naxals go on arms collection spree”,
runs another news item. Police continue to feed such stories to the media in
a subtle manner. The motive behind these stories is clear: tighten the noose
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around the PW and bring back the Golden Era of Chandrababu. The overall
direction of the government is to disentangle itself from the present situation
in a way that does not discredit it altogether in the eyes of the people.
Hence it is building up its case towards this end.

Q: The media is full of reports that your Party is using the present
relaxation in repression to increase recruitment, mass base, armed
strength, etc. Will this not jeopardize the Talks?

A:There is a narrow-minded thinking in certain quarters that Talks between
the Naxalites and the g