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CHAPTER 1
GENERAL PROGRAMME

The Communist Party of

China is the political party
of the proletariat.

The basic programme of
the Communist Party of
China is the complete over-
throw of the bourgeoisie and
all other exploiting classes,
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the establishment of the dic-
tatorship of the proletariat
in place of the dictatorship
of the bourgeoisie and the
triumph of socialism over
capitalism. The ultimate aim
of the Party is the realiza-
tion of communism.

The Communist Party of
China is composed of the
advanced elements of the
proletariat; it is a vigorous
vanguard organization lead-
ing the proletariat and the
revolutionary masses in the
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fight the class
enemy.

The Communist Party of
China takes Marxism-Lenin-
ism-Mao Tsetung Thought
as the theoretical basis
guiding its thinking. Mao
Tsetung Thought is Marx-
ism-Leninism of the era in
which imperialism is head-
ing for total collapse and
socialism is advancing to
world-wide victory.

For half a century now,
in leading China’s great

against

3




struggle for accomplishing
the new-democratic revolu-
tion, in leading her great
struggle for socialist revolu-
tion and socialist construc-
tion and in the great struggle
of the contemporary inter-

national communist move-
ment against imperialism,
modern revisionism and the
reactionaries of various
countries, Comrade Mao
Tsetung has integrated the
universal truth of Marxism-
Leninism with the concrete
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practice of revolution, in-
herited, defended and de-
veloped Marxism-Leninism
and has brought it to a
higher and completely new
stage.

Comrade Lin Piao has
consistently held high the
great red banner of Mao
Tsetung Thought and has
most loyally and resolute-
ly carried out and defend-
ed Comrade Mao Tsetung’s
proletarian =~ revolutionary
line. Comrade Lin Piao is
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Comrade Mao Tsetung’s
close comrade-in-arms and

successor.

The Communist Party of
China with Comrade Mao
Tsetung as its leader is a
great, glorious and correct

Party and is the core of
leadership of the Chinese
people. The Party has been
tempered through long years
of class struggle for the
seizure and consolidation of
state power by armed force,
it has strengthened itself and
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grown in the course of the
struggle against both Right
and “Left” opportunist lines,
and it is valiantly advancing
with supreme confidence
along the road of socialist
revolution and socialist con-
struction.

Socialist society covers a
fairly long historical period.
Throughout this historical
period, there are classes,
class contradictions and class
struggle, there is the struggle
between the socialist road
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and the capitalist road, there
is the danger of capitalist
restoration and there is the
threat of subversion and
aggression by imperialism
and modern revisionism.
These contradictions can be

resolved only by depending
on the Marxist theory of
continued revolution and on

practice under its guidance.
Such is China’s Great Prole-
tarian Cultural Revolution, a
great political revolution
carried out under the condi-
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tions of socialism by the
proletariat against the bour-
geoisie and all other exploit-
ing classes.

The whole Party must
hold high the great red ban-
ner of Marxism-Leninism-
Mao Tsetung Thought and
lead the hundreds of millions
of the people of all the na-
tionalities of our country in
carrying on the three great
revolutionary movements of
class struggle, the struggle
for production and scientific
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experiment, in strengthening
and consolidating the dic-
tatorship of the proletariat
and in building socialism in-
dependently and with the
initiative in our own hands,
through self-reliance and
hard struggle and by going
all out, aiming high and
achieving greater, faster,
better and more economical
results.

The Communist Party of
China wupholds proletarian
internationalism; it firmly
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unites with the genuine
Marxist-Leninist Parties and
groups the world over,
unites with the proletariat,
the oppressed people and
nations of the whole world
and fights together with
them to overthrow imperial-
ism headed by the United
States, modern revisionism
with the Soviet revisionist
renegade clique as its centre
and the reactionaries of all
countries, and to abolish the
system of exploitation of
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man by man over the globe,
so that all mankind will be
emancipated.

Members of the Commu-
nist Party of China, who
dedicate their lives to the
struggle for communism,
must be resolute, fear no
sacrifice and surmount every
difficulty to win victory!

CHAPTER 11
MEMBERSHIP

Article 1 Any Chinese

worker, poor peasant, lower-
middle peasant, revolution-
ary armyman or any other
revolutionary element who
has reached the age of
eighteen and who accepts the
Constitution of the Party,
joins a Party organization
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and works actively in it,
carries out the Party’s deci-
sions, observes Party disci-
pline and pays membership
dues may become a member
of the Communist Party of
China.

Article 2 Applicants for
Party membership must go
through the procedure for
admission individually. An
applicant must be recom-
mended by two Party mem-
bers, fill out an application
form for Party membership

14

and be examined by a Party
branch, which must seek the
opinions of the broad masses
inside and outside the Party.
Application is subject to
acceptance by the general
membership meeting of the
Party branch and approval
by the next higher Party
committee.

Article 3 Members of
the Communist Party of
China must:

(1) Study and apply
Marxism - Leninism - Mao
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Tsetung Thought in a
living way;

(2) Work for the in-
terests of the vast majority
of people of China and
the world,

(3) Be able at uniting

with the great majority,
including those who have
wrongly opposed them
but are sincerely cor-
recting their mistakes;
however, special vigilance
must  be maintained
against careerists, con-
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spirators and double-
dealers so as to prevent
such bad elements from
usurping the leadership
of the Party and the state
at any level and guarantee
that the leadership of the
Party and the state always
remains in the hands of
Marxist revolutionaries;

(4) Consult with the
masses when matters
arise;

(5) Be bold in making
criticism and self-criticism.
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Article 4 When Party
members violate Party dis-
cipline, the Party organiza-
tions at the levels concerned
shall, within their functions
and powers and on the
merits of each case, take
appropriate disciplinary
measures — warning, serious
warning, removal from posts
in the Party, placing on pro-
bation within the Party, or
expulsion from the Party.

The period for which a
Party member is placed on
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probation shall not exceed
two years. During this
period, he has no right to
vote or elect or be elected.

A Party member who
becomes politically apathet-
ic and makes no change
despite education should be
persuaded to withdraw from
the Party.

When a Party member
asks to withdraw from the
Party, the Party branch con-
cerned shall, with the ap-
proval of its general mem-
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bership meeting, remove his
name from the Party rolls
and report the matter to the
next higher Party committee
for the record. When neces-
sary, this should be made
public to the masses outside
the Party.

Proven renegades, enemy
agents, absolutely unrepent-
ant persons in power taking
the capitalist road, degen-
erates and alien-class ele-
ments must be cleared out
of the Party and not be
re-admitted.
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CHAPTER 111

ORGANIZATIONAL
PRINCIPLE OF
THE PARTY

Article 5 The organiza-
tional principle of the Party
is democratic centralism.

The leading bodies of the
Party at all levels are elected
through democratic consul-
tation.
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The whole Party must ob-
serve unified discipline: The
individual is subordinate to
the organization, the minor-
ity is subordinate to the
majority, the lower level is
subordinate to the higher
level, and the entire Party is
subordinate to the Central
Committee.

Leading bodies of the
Party at all levels shall reg-
ularly report on their work
to congresses or general
membership meetings, con-
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stantly listen to the opinions
of the masses both inside and
outside the Party and accept
their supervision.  Party
members have the right to
criticize Party organizations
and leading members at all
levels and make proposals to
them. If a Party member
holds different views with
regard to the decisions or
directives of the Party organ-
izations, he is allowed to
reserve his views and has
the right to bypass the
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immediate leadership and
report directly to higher
levels, up to and including
the Central Committee and
the Chairman of the Central
Committee. It is essential to
create a political situation in
which there are both central-
ism and democracy, both
discipline and freedom, both
unity of will and personal
ease of mind and liveliness.
The organs of state power
of the dictatorship of the
proletariat, the People’s Lib-
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and the

eration Army,
Communist Youth League
and other revolutionary mass
organizations, such as those
of the workers, the poor and
lower-middle peasants and
the Red Guards, must all ac-
cept the leadership of the
Party.

Article 6 The highest
leading body of the Party is
the National Party Congress
and, when it is not in session,
the Central Committee
elected by it. The leading
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bodies of Party organizations
in the localities, in army
units and in various depart-
ments are the Party
congresses or general mem-
bership meetings at their
respective levels and the
Party committees elected by
them. Party congresses at
all levels are convened by
Party committees at their
respective levels.

The convening of Party
congresses in the localities
and army units and their
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elected Party committee
members are subject to ap-
proval by the higher Party
organizations.

Article 7 Party commit-
tees at all levels shall set up
their working bodies or
dispatch their representative
organs in accordance with
the principles of centralized
leadership, close ties with
the masses and simple and
efficient structure.




CHAPTER 1V

CENTRAL
ORGANIZATIONS OF
THE PARTY

Article 8 The National
Party Congress shall be
convened every five years.
Under special circumstances,
it may be convened before
its due date or postponed.
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Article 9 The plenary ses-
sion of the Central Commit-
tee of the Party elects the
Political Bureau of the Cen-
tral Committee, the Stand-
ing Committee of the Polit-
ical Bureau of the Central
Committee and the Chairman
and Vice-Chairman of the
Central Committee.

The plenary session of the
Central Committee of the
Party is convened by the
Political Bureau of the
Central Committee.
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When the Central Com-
mittee is not in plenary ses-
sion, the Political Bureau
of the Central Committee
and its Standing Committee
exercise the functions and
powers of the Central Com-
mittee.

Under the leadership of
the Chairman, the Vice-
Chairman and the Standing
Committee of the Political
Bureau of the Central Com-
mittee, a number of neces-
sary organs, which are com-

30

pact and efficient, shall be
set up to attend to the day-
to-day work of the Party,
the government and the
army in a centralized way.




CHAPTER V

PARTY ORGANIZATIONS
IN THE LOCALITIES
AND THE ARMY UNITS

Article 10 Local Party
congresses at the county
level and upwards and Party
congresses in the People’s
Liberation Army at the reg-
imental level and upwards
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shall be convened every three
years. Under special cir-
cumstances, they may be
convened before their due
date or postponed.

Party committees at all
levels in the localities and the
army units elect their stand-
ing committees, secretaries
and deputy secretaries.




CHAPTER VI

PRIMARY
ORGANIZATIONS OF
THE PARTY

Article 11 In general,
Party branches are formed
in factories, mines and other
enterprises, people’s com-
munes, offices, schools,
shops, neighbourhoods, com-
panies of the People’s Liber-
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ation Army and other pri-
mary units; general Party
branches or primary Party
committees may also be set
up where there is a relative-
ly large membership “or

where the revolutionary
struggle requires.

Primary Party organiza-
tions shall hold elections
once a year. Under special
circumstances, the election
may take place before its
due date or be postponed.
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Article 12 Primary Party
organizations must hold
high the great red banner
of Marxism-Leninism-Mao
Tsetung Thought, give prom-
inence to proletarian poli-
tics and develop the style
of integrating theory with
practice, maintaining close
ties with the masses of the
people and practising criti-
cism and self-criticism. Their
main tasks are:

(1) To lead the Party
members and the broad
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revolutionary masses in
studying and applying
Marxism - Leninism - Mao
Tsetung Thought in a liv-
ing way;

(2) To give -constant
education to the Party
members and the broad
revolutionary masses con-~
cerning class struggle and
the struggle between the
two lines and lead them
in  fighting resolutely
against the class enemy;
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(3) To propagate and
carry out the policies of
the Party, implement its
decisions and fulfil every
task assigned by the Party
and the state;

(4) To maintain close
ties with the masses, con-
stantly listen to their opin-
ions and demands and
wage an active ideological
struggle within the Party
so as to keep Party life
vigorous;

() To take in new
Party members, enforce
Party discipline, constant-
ly consolidate the Party
organizations and get rid
of the stale and take in
the fresh so as to maintain
the purity of the Party
ranks.
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