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Chapter one

IN FRONT OF THE MAP OF ALBANIA

Geographical position |

The People’s *Sociaiist Republic of Albania is one of the

smallest- states on  the European continent. It is situated in.

the western part of the' Balkan Peninsula and stretches be-
tween latitude 39°38’ (Konispol) and 42°39’ (Vermosh) North
and longitude 19°16’ (Sazan) and 21°4’ (Vernik, Korga) East.

Borders

The present state borders of Albania were defined after
the Balkan War, at the 1913 London Conference. Contrary to
the struggle, the will and just aspirations of the -Albanian
people, the imperialist powers left many Albanian-inhabited
territories outside Albania’s borders. , '

Albania is bounded on the north and east by Yugoslavia,
on the south-east and south by Greece. The total length of
Albania’s borders is 1,204 kilometres, of which 476 with Yu-
- goslavia and 256 with Greece. The coastline extends over
472 kilometres. '

Area

Albania has an area of 28,748 sq. km. It extends from
north to south over a maximum length of 340 km. Its length
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18 PORTRAIT OF ALBANIA

from west to east varies from 75 o 150 km wi ;
about 100 km. = - B ! With 2 mean of

‘Relief

Despite its small territory, Albania has a varied morpho-
logy of manly contrasts. dts soil is geologically recent. The

relief of the country is mainly mountainous.

The mean altitude of the country is about 700 m, that is.

double the European mean. On about 1/3 (29.5 per cent) of
the area it does not exceed 300 m, and on the rest (70.5 per
cent) it varies from 300 to 2,700 m. '
- Albanian relief is particularly varied and, from this as-
pect, the country may be summarily divided into three geo-
‘physical areas: the Alps (of Northern Albania), Central Albania
and Coastal Albania. .

The Alps extend over the northern part of the country;
and their height varies from 2,000 to 2,700 m. They extend in
length from west to east over about 50 km and in breadth from

north to south over about 20 kilometres. Among the highest -

peaks of the Albanian Alps are Mt. Jezerca (2,694 m.), Mt.
Maja ¢ Hekurave with the Peak of Peace (2,600 m.), Mt. Ra-
dohima (2,570 m:) etc.

In the snow-capped Albanian 'Alps start the headstreams

of torrents which cut through valleys of rare beauty.

Inner Albania, that is, Eastern Albania, is situated
south of the Albanian Alps and east of Coastal Albania. It
extends from the junction of the rivers White Drin and
Black Drin to Mt. Ostrovica at Leskovik, near the Greek
border. The mountains of this area differ. from those. of
Northern Albania. The direction of the mountain chains of
Inner Albania is the same as that of the Dinaric Alps, that

is, from northeast to southeast, with one exception: the eastern -

mountains of Inner Albania have a north-east direction.
Inner Albania is a zone with its mountains cut by high
passes, deep river beds and narrow valleys which give them
the features of a group apart. The mountain slopes are covered
with forests and pastures. ‘ -

. The highest peaks of Inner Albania are Mt. Korab
(2,751 m.), the highest mountain of Albania, and the third
‘highest of the Balkans, Gjalica e Lumés (2,484 m.) and Mali
i Dejés (2,264 m.). o o :
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Coastal Albania lies southwest of the Albanian Alps and.

" west of Inner Albania, from which it is separated by an obli-

que line running in north-eastern and south-eastern direction
from Shkodra to Leskovik. Bounded on the north by Yugosla-
via-and on the southeast by Greece, Albania’s coast faces
mainly along the Adriatic and, in its southern part, the Ionian
Sea. T g .
Western Albania differs sensibly from the other areas,’

. especially the mountainous ones. It is a generally. flat coun-

try, with its mountainous part opening into large walleys,
This area comprises the fertile plains of Mat, Thumana and
Myzeqe, the largest plain of Albania. ‘

The indented coast from Vlora to the proximity of Saranda
has a beauty of its own. This is the renowned «Albanian Ri-
viera», a picturesque region with a mild climate, washed by

‘the Ionian Sea.

Along the highest mountains of Coastal Albania are Mt.

Nemercka (2,485 m.) and Mt. Tomorri, culminating with the

Partizani Peak (2.417 m.). _

In all its length, from north to south, the Albanian lit-
toral of the Adriatic is dotted with splendid beaches with
clean water, and fine sand with a high iodine content, while
the Ionian Coast, with the beauty of the surrounding land-
scape, the rest homes, the hotels and restaurants that have
been built there, is one of the zones highly appreciated by
thousands of working people and tourists,

Internal waters

Albania is rich in streams, lakes and pools. They cover

an area of about 64,000 hectares. S
- The territory of Albania is ‘criss-crossed by a network of
short water courses, which is due to the limited width and
the relatively short distance of the mountains from the sea,
on the north as well as on the east. The main rivers are the
Drin (281 km), the Seman (252 km), the Shkumbin (146 km),

the Vjosa (138 km), the Mat (104 km), the Erzen (91 krn), -theA

Ishém (70 km). , . . ,
The mountainous core of the country and the great dif-
ference of level from the upper reaches to the lower reaches ac-

- counts for the rapid course of the rivers. Almost all the rivers-
flow in east-western direction. None of them is navigable,-
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with the exception of the Buna which has its source in the
Shkodra Lake and flows into the -Adriatic. o

The Albanian landscape is dotted with more than 150 lakes .

and pools of diverse origin. They may be classified into: 1)
. tectonic lakes, like those of Shkodra, Pogradec and Prespa;
2) clastic lakes, like those of Belsh; 3) lakes of glacial origin,
like those of Lura, Allaman, etc.; 4) artificial lakes, like those
of Ulza, Vau i Dejés, Fierza, etc. Most of them are .small and
. situated at high altitudes, the largest of them being those of
the border areas — the lakes of Shkodra, Pogradec and Prespa,
which, within the Albanian’ territory, cover an area of 370,
367 and 285 sq km, respectively. C

Climate

Albania is situated at an equal distance between the

Equator and the North Pole. The geographical position of the |
country, combined with other factors, accounts for its mild

climate. The proximity of the Adriatic and, more so, of the
_ Ionian, the great diversity of relief and the trend of mountain
ranges, the masses of warm air coming from the Atlantic as
well as from Central Europe and the Balkans, create three
different climatic zones: the Mediterranean-Atlantic zone along
the littoral, with all the characteristics of Mediterranean cli-
mate; the eastern and southeastern zone, influenced by the
continental air masses all the year round; the fransitory
zone, extending over the rest of Albania and situated between
the two former zones, with the sea air predominating during
the cold half of the year. o ’
The mean annual temperature in the northeast of the
country lies at 14° and in the southwest at. 18°C. January
is the coldest month of the 'year when, according to the
regions, the mean temperature oscillates between 3° and 10° C,
;vslgilzeéioJ tély is the hotest month, with a mean temperature of
_ The temperature, by Balkan standards, is relatively high
all the year round. The total of daily temperatures varies, the
coast of Himara, in the south, being the warmest area.
Annual rainfall is in excess of 1000 mm, with a wvery
unequal distribution of rainfall in the different seasons. Sum-
mer is particularly dry in the southern regions and on the
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coast. Spells of drought may at times last more than one
month. Autumn and winter are characterized by heavy rains.

‘Vegetation and animal life

_ Proportionally to their area, few countries of the world
have so great a variety of plants, even species of them, of such
different origin, as Albania. The diversity of the climate, the.
geological structure and relief and topography of Albania ac-
count for the great riches and variety of its vegetation and
animal life. About 3,500 species of plants representative of
most of the Balkans’ vegetation, as well as plants of other,
more distant regions, grow in Albania. '

Four vegetation zones may be distinguished, the lowest
being the typically Mediterranean bush and shrubs zone. The
predominant fruit-trees grown here are the olive, the vine as
well as the fig, orange, lemon, etc. Among the trees of this
zohe we may mention the heather, oak, genista, cypress, ete.

Albania has excellent conditions for raising cereals and indus-
trial plants, such as{ cotton)and tobacco. .. m ;
The second zon of theoak, is larger, with plants

resistent to the relative drought of the Mediterranean zone.

_ Fruit-trees such as the walnut, apple, pear, quince, prune,

vine, etc. are also widespread in this zone.

The third, essentially, humid zone is that of forests. The
beech is the characteristic tree of ‘this zone; beech forests
represent the extreme limit of afforestation, but pine forests
can also be found there. -

Alpine pastures comprise the fourth and the highest
zone. ; :

The Albanian flora comprises more tha medicinal

d-herbs. Such are, among others, the

he_mast

—the rich Albanian flora was studied, although
not systematically, mainly by foreign scientists. However, due

_ to the neglect of the former regimes. there existed no collec-

tion, no matter how incomplete, of our flora. Aware of
the both scientific and economic importance of the study of
our flora, our people’s state power has taken a number of
measures to promote its collection and study. Today more than
90 per cent of the study in this field is done by the Albanian
scientific workers. : ,

K
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* * %

The mildness of the climate, the abundance of forests,
the thick network of water-courses, combined with the
mountainous character of the relief, are the factors ~which
- explain the remarkable wealth and variety of the Albanian
fauna.” _

Animal life in Albania, the same -as = vegetation, is
very similar to that of the Mediterranean and Central Euro-
- pean countries. Apart from domestic animals, there are many
species of wild animals — wolves bears, foxes as well as
hares, deer, wild goats, etc.

Albania also possesses a great ornithological wealth. Be-
sides all the species of domestic birds, there are many wild,
rapacious and non-rapacious birds,

The most diverse fish swim in Albanian waters. There Qg
are about 110 families of all the species of fish of the
diterranean, among which the mullet, ‘the bass, the ’g‘ltll?rglﬁ-ﬁ
ete. - e
Aware of the great Wealth of the flora and fauna of
Albania, the people’s power has gshown great care to ensure
their preservation and rational utilization to the benefit of
the entire people. ,

Mineral and other deposits

Desp1te its small area, Albama has important mineral
resources, Geological research has established that it has more
than 30 kinds of minerals {(combustible, bituminous and me-
tallic minerals), construction materials, etc.

Albania may be divided into two main geologlcal Zones:
the southwest — rich in hydrocarbours and fuels, and the
northeast — rich in metallic mineral deposits. Among the hy-
~ drocarbours, oil and natural bitumen come .on top of the list.
Coal is the more important among the fuels.

Albania possesses deposits of metallic minerals such as
chrome, copper, iron-nickel, ete. In terms of chromium. depos- -

s it ranks among the first countries of the world.

Copper was known and worked in Albania since ancient
times. It is found in basic erup‘ave rocks in the forms of
colurans and agglomerates. .
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Among the non-metallic minerals, sulphur, asbestos, ar-
senic, sands, plaster-stone, clay etc, may be mentioned. |

There are many rocks that pr0v1de material for construc-
tion and ornament such as the white marble of Korab the
pink marble of Burgajet and the marble of Korca.
~ The sources of mineral ‘waters have been utilized since
very ancient times, At Elbasan the Romans had built a thermal
station, the waters of which had great healing power. The
more 1mportanft of them are ‘at Elbasan, Peshkopia, Selenica,
Leskovik and Glina.

Under the regimes-of the past the great wealth of the
Albanian subsoil was exploited by foreign companies for their

_interests. The people’s power put an end to this state of things

by nationalizing all the companies and enterprises owned by

' foreign or local capital. Thus the possibility was created for

the wealth below the ground to be employed for the develop-

"~ ment and the prospemty of the countr'y




Chapter two

THE POPULATION OF THE PSR OF ALBANIA

Albania is among the countries of the weorld with the
highest rate of natural growth of the population. While from
1923 to 1938 the average annual growth rate of thé population
was 1.7 per cent, from 1945 to 1980 it rose to 2.46 per cent.

The great population growth after Liberation followed as
a natural result of the people’s power care for the develop-
ment of \the economy, culture and public health services. In
the course of its socialist development Albania became the

first country in the world which has abrogated all taxes. The

level of expenditure for social consumption is relatively high.
To this should be added the significant fact that many ser-
vices, such as medical care, etc. are free of charge. During
the recent two decades, the fund of individual consumption
has grown about 4 times.

The Albanian working people are sure that the value
of their work will be returned to them. This assurance rests
on the very mature of the socialist economy, which develops
in a planned and proportional manner. The elimination of
the contradictions between productmn and - consumption and
ensuring a constant surplus in the state budget has created

" all the conditions for the two terms determining the value of

people’s income — wages and prices, to -change only in

. opposite directions — the former going up and the latter going

down, thus bringing about an incessant increase of the real
income of the population, accompanied with a constant in-

" crease of material and cultural blessings.

Natural growth is the main factor of the effective growth
of the population, because emigration and immigration play

A
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no role altogether today. With the Liberation of the country,
the political and economic grounds for emigration were 11- ’
quidated. :

In 1980 Albania had more than 2, 700 000 inhabitants, that
is 2.5 times more than in 1938. However the number of
Albanians is far larger if account is taken of ‘the Albanians
living outside the present state borders.

From 1938 to 1978, the density of the populatmn has gone
up from 38 to 96 inhabitants per sq km, though it varies from

~one region to another. Generally, the mountainous regions

have a sparse population, whereas the lowlands of the west
and the southeast (the region - of Korca) ‘are more, thickly

“populated. ~

The vigorous development of industry, the creation of
new industrial and farming centres, the draining of ‘swamps, -
the opening up of mew land etc. have brought about major

changes in demography. Before Liberation, only 15 per cent

of the population lived in the towns, thlle thls percentage
has risen to 33.9 per cent today.

As a whole, menare more numerous fl:han women — 51.5
per cent of the population. In 1978 people of the Workmg
age made up~54 per cent of the. population. - )

Albania is among the countries of Europe w11;h the 1ovvest
death rate, the highest birth rate and a long life expectancy.
From a country with a very hlgh ‘death. rate it was. before

Liberation (17 per thousand in 1938), Albania today ranks

among the countries with a low death rate (7 per thousand in

1978). This rate is directly dependent on the material, cultural

and health conditions of the population. :

- The care of the people’s power for man, which 1t considers
the most valuable capital, has resulted in the extension o
the average life expectancy. From 38 lyears it was in 1938,
it was 53 years in 1950 and more than 69 years today.

According to estimates, the PSR of ‘Albania in 1990 will
have 3.3 million inhabitants, and about 4 rmlhon by the
year 2000.

‘The origin of the Albanian people

The process of formation of the Albanian people is lost
in the mist of time:. The problem of the origin of the Albanian
people was first taken up by the humanists of the 15th cen-
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tury, and more particularly by the Albanians Marin Barleti
and Marin Becikemi. . ;

. Proceeding from historical sources, they quite correctly
considered the Albanians as the descendants of the ancient
populations settled in Albania since ancient times, in other
words, the Illyrians. This thesis was scientifically expounded
by the historian I G.Thunmann in 1774. Arguments of a
mainly linguistic character were put forward in favour of this
thesis by G.Meyer, P.Kretschmer, N.Jokl, W.Cimochowski
. and many others. They showed that a good number of names
of places and people derived from the Illyrian and some
isolated_ words - found in inscriptions or the ancient authors,
can be explained only with the help of the Albanian. Anthro-
pological observations also confirm the thesis of the Albanians
being the descendants of the Illyrians. The brachycephaly of
the present-day Albanians corresponds to that of the most
skulls found in the Illyrian necropolises. '

{ Proceeding Hfrom the results of systematic - excava-
tions, carried out mainly after. Liberation, the earliest traces

of man’s presence on Albanian soil date back to the Middle -

and Late Stone Age. _

However, the Illyrians are not the first link in the process
of formation of the present-day Albanian people. Archae-
‘ological and linguistic sciences are trying to go even deeper
in time, in search of the ancestors of the Illyrians, or in other
words, the earliest ancestors of the modern Albanians. Relying

" on many old vestiges extant in the Albanian language, as well .

as on the material culture of the Albanian people, some
foreign scientists, among whom I.G.Hahn, G.Stier, ‘L.Biilow,
have as early as the past century come out with the thesis
according to which the Albanian people are the direct descen-
dants of the Who were considered as the most an-
cient inhabitants—ef—tiE Balkan Peninsula and the Mediter-
ranean Basin. In our days, too, some scholars try to prove the
existence of these linguistic and cultural vestiges in the pre-
sent-day Albanian, which they hold to be the language of a
very ancient people. This is also borne out by the results of
the excavations carried out recently by the Albanian archaeo-

logists. These excavations have shown that the former thesis,

according to which the Illyrians had migrated to the regions
of present-day Albania in the beginning of the Iron Age, that
is, in the beginning of the first millennium before our era,
can no longer be upheld. The Albanian archaeologists think
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that the presence of the Illyrians and their culture in the
regions of present-day Albania dates back to, at least, the
Bronze Age, if not to an earlier epoch. .As is seen, there is
Zood reason to look for the ancestors of the Albanians in even
more remote historical times. ‘

Thus, the opinion according to which the Albanian people
had moved very early to the regions they inhabit today, has
gained further confirmation. Although in later periods the
Ilyrian population assimilated new ethnical and cultural ele-
ments, especially under Roman and Byzantine domination as

_well ‘as during the Slav colonization, it has preserved its
. ethnic character as well as its language and culture, and
availing itself of the new historical, social and economic con-
ditions, formed the present-day. Albanian nation.

* The national name of the Albanians

Our people today call themselves «Shqgiptarés and their
country «Shqipéri,» but the foreigners call them Albanians,
Albanais, Albaner, Albanese, and their country Albania, Al-
banie, Albanien. Of these two names, the second. is “more
ancient and until the 17th and 18th centuries the only .na-
tional mame of this people. ‘

Which is the historical origin of this name?

In the 2nd century of our era, the geographer Ptolemy, .
who lived in Alexandria of Egypt, notes on his map of the
world a tribe with the name Albanoi and a «city with the
name Albanopolis in an area which corresponds to present-day
Central Albania, between Durrés and-Dihra, There are all
reasons to believe that the city ‘ as situated
on the site of the village of Zgérdhesh (not far away from
the city of Kruja, in the proximity of which the ruins of an
ancient Illyrian city are still distinguishable). From the name
of this tribe the Albamian people have itherited their former
national name, by which they aré denominated by the- other -
peoples of the world. In the 11th céntury the Albanians are
mentioned for the second time by the Byzantine chroniclers
as Albanoi, Albanitai, and Albania as Albanon. These names
are met with in all the following historical documents of the
Middle Ages.

As is known, during the 14th century and especially the
15th -century, following the Turkish invasion, thousands of
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Albanians emigrated to Greece and Italy, where they founded
Albanian settlements, stubbornly preserving their old mother
tongue until this day. These settlers called 'themselves «Ar-
béresh» and their country «Arpér». o '

. The names of «Shgiptar» and <«Shqipéri» were totally
unknown to them. Hence one can infer that these mames were
not yet in use at least until the 15th’ centur'y. Even the old
Albanian authors of the 16th and 18th centuries mention only
the name of Arbér. This denomination survives to this day
on the territory of .Albania proper, especially in the region
between Vlora and Delvina. Not far from Tirana, one finds
today the village of Arbana the name of which, as can easily
be seen, is but a different form of the name Arbér. Until the
18th century, the Albanians who emigrated to foreign coun-
tries would give this name ‘to ‘théir newly founded settle-
ments. So the former name of the Albanians and Albania is
Arbér. . : : :

The forms in Alb- used by the foreigners are, according
to the scientists who have occupied themselves with this
problem, mostly alterations of . Arb- into Alb-. ‘

The new names of «Shagiptar,» «Shqipéri» <«Shqipni»
began to appear over the last centuries. Gjon Buzuku (1555),
the earliest known Albanian writer is the first to have used
the word «shqip,» but this he did to design the language,

while he uses the name «Arb&n» to denominate the country. .
Likewise, the other authors of the 18th century use the -

word «shqip» only for the language. Proceeding from this
word which designed the language, the names «shqiptar» and
«Shqipéri» subsequently emerged and gradually replaced
the ‘ancient names of «Arbér» and «Arbérias. '

The etymology of the word «shgip» is explained in
many different ways, but none of them can be considered
satisfactory. The widespread opinion prevails that the name
of «shqiptar» derives from the word «shgipe- (eagle), which
- the Albanians hold in special esteem.

Chapter three

ADMINISTRATIVE DIVISION AND THE MAIN
. ' CITIES ’

. The People’s Socialist Republic of Albania is divided
into 26 . administrative. units, or districts, which are. directly
dependent on the central state apparatus. Districts in turn
are sub-divided into a number, of localities. The locality is an
administrative unit made up of a number of villages con-
stituting a territorial wunit. The regrouped village stands
at the same level as the locality in the administrative order;
it comprises several wvillages which, on their part, form a
basic territorial and economic unif @part, on the basis of -
which the regrouped cooperatives are set up. The village
is the basic unit of the administrative division in the coun-.
tryside. On the map of today’s Albania there are 62 cities
and major inhabited centres, which administratively are
considered the same as the cities. The basic unit of the
administrative division for the bigger cities is the quarter.

The people’s councils are the organs of the state power
in the districts, localities, regrouped villages, villages, cities
and city quarters. ' _ ‘

The administrative division of the People’s Socialist
Republic of Albania serves Yo bring the state power as close
to the people "as posible, to give the working masses the
possibility of actively participating in the govermment of
the whole country and of contributing to the successful set-
tlement of various problems of a state, economic, cultursl and .
other character.
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Antiquity of Albanian cities

According to the historical epochs in which they were
founded, ‘the Albanian cities belong to several categories:
ancient Illyrian -cities:
- Dyrrachium (Durrés), Antipatrea (Berat), Apollonia (today. the
village of Pojan in the Fier District), Buthroton (Butrint);
cities founded in the epoch of Greek colonization: Lissus
{Lezha), Nymphaion (Shéngjin), Orychon (in the vicinity of
Pasha Liman, in the Vlora District), Phoinike (Finigi, a
village of Delvina), Aneximas (Saranda); cities founded in the
epoch of the Illyrian states: Byllis (Gradishté, a place umin-
habited today), Olympe (the village of Margéllig), etc.; cities
founded in the epoch of Roman occupation: Aulon (Vlora),
' Hadrianopolis (in the proximity of Gjirokastra), Albanopolis
(situated within the triangle -Durrés-Elbasan-Kruja), Scampa
(on the site of present-day Elbasan), Claudiana (Peqm),
Epicaria (Puka); cities founded during the Byzantine empire:
Kruja and Petrela; finally, cities founded during the Turkish
occupation: Fier, Lustha Kavaja, Tirana, Pogradec, Korga,
Voskopoja, Vithkuq, Leskovik, iPerme‘t Elbasan (on the ruins
- of ancient Scampa) .

The main cities of Albania

‘The Capital of Albania, Tirana which has been awarded
the Title of Hero City, is-the principal economic, administra-
tive and cultural centre of the People’s Socialist Republic
of Albania. It is situated in the centre of the country, almost

at an equal distance between its northen and southern, as -

well as eastern and western borders. The city is surrounded
by hills on all sides.

Tirana is a relatively new <city. It is: not mentioned

in historical documents prior to the 15th’ century, the
epoch of the wars of Skanderbeg. Due to its favourable
position, the city developed rapidly over 'the 18th century
and, although it mever became an administrative centre,
since 1614 it played some role in the history of the country.

" In 1920 Tirana became the Capital of Albania. Its popu~
lation rose from 10,845 in 1923 to 25,079 on the eve of the

Scodrinon (Shkodra), Epidamnos or -

T
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Second World War. In 1979 the city of Tirana had 192,000
inhabitants.

. During - the nazi-fascist occupation T1r;ana was the centre
of the organization of the National Liberation War. The Com-
munist Party of Albania, which led the people in the National
Liberation War, was .founded in Tirana on November 8, 1841.
Hundreds of actlons were carrled out agamst the occupiers in
Tirana.

The battle for the hberatlo.rn of Tiranae, which lasted three
weeks (from October 29 to November 17 1944) was among
the fiercest and the most glorious battles of the National
Liberation War. On November 28, 1944, the first democratic
government, chaired by Comrade Enver Hoxha, made its
entry into the Capital.t

During the years after Liberation, the Capital of the
PSR of Albania has completely changed its appearance.

It has assumed the features of a modern city. Along with

big industrial plants and many socio-cultural buildings, there
are hundreds of shops, thousands of dwellmg houses, parks:
and gardens, ete.

. Tirana is ‘the first city of the country.in regard to indu-
strial output. Compared with 1938, industrial production has
increased more than 92 times, the pre-liberation volume of
production of Tirana was realized in less than 3 days in
1979. The industrial enterprises of the Capital turn out motors,
cranes, excavators, turbines, steel pipes and transformers, as
well as textiles, clothing, footwear, foodstuffs, furniture
and domestic appliances, glassware, kitchen utensﬂs medica-
ments and hundreds of other articles.

Tirana is the main educational and cultural centre of the
country. The number of its schools and educational institutes
has increased from year to year. In Tirana are the Academy
of Sciences of the PSR of Albania, the University, the

- «V. L. Lenin» Higher Party school, several research institutes,

the Higher Institute of Agronomy, the Higher School of
Arts, several polytechnical and technical secondary schools,

- the Opera and Ballet Theatre, the People’s Theatre, the

Puppet Theatre, the «New Albania» Film Studio, the muse-
ums of archaeology and ethnography, of natural sciences,

1 At its 2nd Meeting held from 20 to 23 of October 1944 in liberated
Berat, the Anti-fascist National Liberation Committee became the Demo—
cratic Government of Albania.
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Shkodra was the last Albanian city to fall in the hands of
the Ottoman invaders in 1479. . : '

Shkodra was liberated by the National Liberation Army
on November 29, 1944, which is celebrated as Day of the
liberation of Albania. The aspect of this important city keeps
changing every day, with an ever expanding industrial area
which, among others, comprises a powerful hydro-electric
plant, a copper wires plant, a cement factory, a modern brick
kiln, a tobacco curing factory and a cigarettes manufacturing
factory. The food processing occupies an important place in
the -economic activity of the Shkodra district. It boasts, among
other things, a flour mill, a noodles factory, a large milk
processing factory, etc. » '

In the Shkodra of old, religious division and strife was
an acute phenomenon and women lived in almost total seclus-
jon, whereas today it has become an important cultural
centre, with a ‘higher teachers’ {training institute, many
secondary - and eight-year schools, as well as about 150
cultural and artistic institutions. Dozens of women occupy ..
posts of responsibility and exercise the most diverse professions.

. The largest city of eastern Albania is Kor¢a, one of the
principal economic and cultural centres of the country. Libe-
rated by the Albanian National Liberation Army on October

. 24, 1944, the city, which had a tradition in cottage industry,

renowned especially for its artistic carpets, now boasts various
modern - industries. The Korga district accounts for an im-
portant part of the industrial and agricultural produetion
of the couatry. The Korca district ranks among the first
in terms of the area of arable land, in the production of
‘bread grain, potatoes, oat, sugar-beet, and lucerne, as well
as in the number of cattle, pigs, horses, etc. '

. The Korca district is also renowned for its fruit-tree
plantations. Vast tracts of land planted with.- apple, pear,
cherry, prune and other fruit trees have been transformed into
plantations, especially in the formerly poor and abandoned
territories of Dvoran and Kamenica. ’

Apart from Tirana, another two cities have been awarded

‘the title of Hero City: Kruja and Viora.

The foreign visitors have called Kruja, the ancient capital
of Gjergj Kastrioti-Skanderbeg, «the balcony on the Adriatic»,
and this not only because from.the mountain-slope on which
the city is situated one has a broad view of the Adriatic

Sea but also because, in the time of Skanderbeg, Kruja
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was the place towards which all the peoples of the Balkans
and Europe had turned their eyes, seeing in it the uncon-
querable citadel, the centre of the invicible Albanains. After
expeditions rushed wave
upon wave, wreaking destruction in the ,Albanian cities,
ruining the finest works. of architecture — the castles, the
cathedrals, the palaces of the nobles and the public build-
ings. Valuable paintings and sculptures, together with an
inestimable number of documents and manuscripts were
lost or irreparably damaged. The citadel of Kruja

metres above sea level, despite the destructions of the wars
and the 1nJur1es of ‘the time.

Kruja is the centre of the region of the same name.
Today it has become an important industrial and agricultural
area with a chemical fertilizers plant, a cement factory, a
copper dressing plant, a wood-working mill; etc. The acreage of
arable land has increased more than 4 fold as against 1938,

_ mainly due to the great drainage schemes carried out after the

liberation of the country and the breaking-in of new land.

The city of Viora, likewise honoured with the title of

Hero City, is situated in the southwestern part of the
country. Ptolemy, the Alexandrine geographer of the 2nd
century of our era, mentions it under the name of Aulon. It
is in this city that on November 28, 1912 the national inde-

pendence of Albania was proclaimed after centuries-long -

wars against the Offoman rule, and an Albanian government

.presided by Ismail Qemali was set up. Vlora today is an’im-

portant industrial and cultural centre. What Vlora produces
in.less than 12 days is equal to the total production of the
country in 1938. Instead of the 13 small shops and manufac-
turing units it had -in 1938, today this district has more than
60 .enteprises, among which factories producing soda ' ash,

" polyvinyl chloride, electric bulbs, cement, canned food, ete.

Vlora has more than 100 schools of all categories and about
120 cultural and artistic institutions.

The acreage of farm land has doubled as against the
pre-war period. Vlora is built at the foot of soft-rolling hills
planted with olives and citrus-trees.

Vlora was liberated by the forces of the National Libe-

ration Army of Albania on October 25, 1944. If Vlora is .

given the title of Hero City this is not only because the

independence of Albania was proclaimed on November 28 '

is still
standing stern and majestic on its rocky hilltop, about 600
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1912 there, but also because it was in Vlora that the forces
of the Italian invaders were thrown out into the sea by the.
Albanian patriots in 1920. Vlora is a port of great strategic
importance, - which ‘the Khrushchevite revisionists tried in
vain to turn into a mlhtary base for their plans of social-
imperialist aggression in the Mediterranean. The firm stand
of our Party and people on this question is well-known. The .
foreign. reader will find a clear exposition of this stand in
Volume 19 of Comrade Enver Hoxha’s Works, in Volume
3 of his Selected Works, or in his work «The Khrushchewtes,»
alreary translated in several languages.

The two museum-towns, Berat and Gjirokastra, are of
particular archltectomc interest. _

Berat, or as it is still called, the City of a Thousand
Windows, existed as an important centre as early as the

4th-3rd century before our era. In spite of the destructions - -
~and reconstructions carried out over the centuries, the city

in-the present condition preserves fine specimens of architec-
ture belonging to the period between the middle of the 18th

-century and the end of the 19th century. The dwelling house

of Berat is a great architectural attraction. The typical Berat
house is a large stone-walled, two- storied building with an
inner- gallery — a characteristic which predominated house-
building in the 18th century, The ground floor is occupied by

© service rooms with a vaulted outer staircase leading to the first

floor gallery which gives access fo all the dwelling-rooms. This
type of house, which is also found in some other cities of-
our country, represents an improvement on the peasant
dwelling, as people from the countryside came to increase
the population of the city in the course of its development.

The Berat houses are rich in woodwork ornaments. Worth
of particular attention are especially the reception rooms
where the Albanian master builders are in their height in
the beautifully carved ceilings, cupboards and ornaments.
Wood carvings of great beaut‘y are found, among others, in
the Berat cathedral.

Berat has large and - plcturesque blocks of bulldmgs
such as that of the Mangalem gquarter, which ‘is a umque

_ architectonic unit, with its massive character g1v1ng the im-

pression of a giant single construction. Berat is built with
remarkable architectural equilibrium, achieved through hor-
izontal composition and skilful utilization of the environment.
The harmonious ensembles created by the Albanian master
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builders are a delight fo the eye and convey an impression
of serenity. The present-day construction. of the city tends
to harmonizing new buildings with the muséum part of .the
city — the quarters of Kala, Mangalem and Gorica. A great
deal of conservation and restauration work is being carried.
out in these three quarters.

Industry, also, has expanded in the Berat district, com-
prising, among others, the oil centre of the Stahn—Clty and
the textile mills. The Berat district is also a very important
agricultural centre producing cereals, cotton, tobacco, fruits,
olives. A vast plantation of more than 200,000 flg—trees covers
part of the hiils surrounding the city.

Gjirdkastra, situated in the south of the countfy is a-

huge magnificent museum. The way the city is built is a
rarity in the town-planning aspect, its original mediaeval
architecture produces a strong impact. After visiting this
museum-city, the French publicist G. Chantepleure said:
«Gjirokastra astonishes me. It is unlike any other city I have
seen, even in my dreams... In whatever direction I turn,
I see a silvery city capriciously massed around 1ts citadel. .

I look at it time and again and.never feel tired..

The original architecture of this stone c1ty built on
‘rock is delightful in its force, dynamic rhythm, elegance and
organic coalescence with the environment. The mass of stone
seems to spring up from the rock on which it rests. In its
present state, the city preserves ensembles of buildings and
whole quarters belonging to the period from the end of
the 18th century to the end of the 19th century. The city
stretches on the slope of Mali i Gjerg, on bare rocky terrain.

The citadel, built on a hillock in the centre of the city and -

- surrounded on all sides by dwelling houses,. towers imposing
and monumental over the city. The Gjirokastra = dwelling-
house, with its obvious defensive structure, is a typically
Albanian creation. It developed to its ultimate form after
‘a long process which extends over three centuries, con-
stantly responding to the needs of the time. '

The interior of the Gjirokastra house reflects the creative
spirit- and fine taste of the Albanian builders: wood-carved
ceilings, doors, cupboards etc., plaster moulded  fire-places
with floreal motifs. '

The city, which was liberated by the partisan forces in
September 18, 1944, is rich in museums all of which have
been created after Liberation. Worth mentioning are the
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Museum of the National Liberation War, the Museum of
the Albanian Renaissance in the house of the great patriots
Cerciz. and Bajo Topulli, the Museum of Weapons arranged
in the interior of the citadel, etc. There are several factories .
of the engineering, light and food processing indusiry. The
region has a highly-developed agriculture, especially .in the
Drino valley.

Elbasan, Scampa of the antiquity, 1n1t1a11y was an im-
portant relay centre which grew into a prosperous town,
on the famed Via Egnpotia which linked Rome with Con-
stantinople. Destroyed by the Goths and rebuilt by the
Byzantine emperors, the city owes its existence, as well as
its successive destructions, to the Via Egnatia. In the 15th
century Sultan Mehmed the Conqueror reconstructed the
citadel and made it a base and starting point for his incurs-
ions and sieges of Kruja. It was he who gave it the name
of Elbasan.

‘Before Liberation, Elbasan was a small mediaeval town
of 15,000 inhabitants. Liberated on November 11, 1944 by the
National Liberation Army, it has expanded and developed
in all fields. Population has trebled and industry madé great
progress. The oil refinery in Cérrik, the «Nako Spiru» wood-
working -mill, the cement and food-processing factories, as -
well as the big metallurgical combine — the «Steel of the
Party» Metallurgical Works, have been built there. Cereals,
tobacco, - fruits, olives, etc. are cultivated extensively in this
region. Elbasan is also an important cultural centre. It has
a filial of the University of Tirana, several middle schools, a
professional theatre, a number of museums and a very active
artistic hfe . . |




"Chapter Four .

THE ALBANIAN PEOPLE HAVE WON THEIR.
FREEDOM AND INDEPENDENCE WITH. THE
BLOOD THEY HAVE SHED

Sword in hand through the path of history

June 29, 1969. The veterans of the 15th Shock Brigade

are lined up to commemorate the day of the formation of
their brigade. A young woman stands beside those who have
fought the Italian and German fascists in stern battles.
She has come to take the place of her father.
. She was born in 1949, one month after her father, Cap-
tain Bektash, fell in battle, defending the borders of the
Homeland. She represents the fourth successive generation of
sons and daughters who have not known their fathers.

Her grand-grandfather Bektash Merko
action against the Ottoman invaders in- the begmmng of the
century. .

. Panarlt a village in the mountains of the Korca

district, was a refuge for the peasants who had revolted
against the beys and foreign oppression. Freedom was for
them the supreme aspiration. They possessed very little land
and bread was often in short supply. Nevertheless, these
highlanders were ready to exchamge all the bread they had
for a pistol, a symbol, in their eyes, of power and liberty.

In 1898, the Turks encircled Panarit, hoping to force
the insurgents to surrender. Stern flghtmg went on from
hill slope to hill slope, from house to house. The Turkish

was killed in

b
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artillefy shelled- the village to ruins,‘ but the insurgents
remained inflexible. :
As the Turks withdrew towards Berat, the villagers of

Panarit bid the last farewell to their sons fallen for the
male of his family, who was among them.

was called Bektash, to perpetuate the memory of his father.
Little Bektash grew up very quickly... as if hastening to
take the place of his father among the guerrillas. And the
day came when, still a child, he took the rifle and went
to take the place of his father. From 1911 to 1917 he
fought in the same guerrilla unit against the Greek chauvinists
who atta;ol_gggl_Panarit and the surrounding areas. Few were
the place§ in which he did not fight... Born in the heat of
battle, he met his death in battle at Meleka

Some days later, his wife was delivered of a son. The
-history was repeating itself... He, too, was called Bektash.
When he grew up he began roaming about the country
in search” of work. Young Bektash, the third of this name,
was a skilled mason.

When the partisan war broke out, Bektash changed his
mason’s paper cap with the red-starred cap of the partisan

Officers’ School and was promoted captain.

On August 2, 1949, he fell on the battlefield at the
" head of his battahon while defendmg the Albanian border
against the Greek chauvinist armies.

The third on the Bektash line did not succeed in seeing

his first child, was born to the family.

She was born and has grown up in free Albania. She
has only heard about the National Liberation War, but to-
morrow, if the Homeland calls her, she will fight just as
her father, her grandfather and her grand-grandfather did...

The heroic history of her family is not a special case.

It is an image of the history of the Albanian people, who,

generation after generatlon have defended thelr freedom
~ and their land.
Surrounded b‘y rapdcious big empires, which exercised
military, .economic and political pressure on them, the. Alba-
nians have constantly had to fight sword in hand to defend

their existence as a mation, their language and:-their:culture,

his offspring, either. A month after his death, a daughter,

defence of the Homeland, and to Bektash Merko, the only -

- In these same dalys his wife was delivered of a son. He ;

fighter. After Liberation he -completed his studies at the

/Md/w
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With their extraordinary vitality and energy, they have
foiled the attempts of the  invaders to -assimilate them,
evict them from their fertile land, drive them away from
the great routes of communication, from the coast, keep them
* under their domination,; press-gang them into the Roman
legions, the armies of the Byzantine emperors, the Turkish
sultans or the Serbian kings.

On the hard road they had to traverse in order to occupy.
the place they deserve the  Albanian people have developed

and tempered the features which are their own, and the-

combativeness and persistence which have characterized them
through the centuries.
: The Albanian people are among the most ancient peo-

ples of Europe. Archaeologlcal finds and scientific research -

prove this conclusively.

In ancient times, the territory of present-day Albama
as we have already said, was inhabited by the Illyrians,
They were among the largest populations of Europe. Recent

discoveries by Albanian archaeologists prove that the Illyrians -

inhabited the Albanian territory at- least as. early as . the
beginning of the third millennium b.o.e. :

In the first millennium b.o.e., thg Illyrian society had
already reached a high degree of des
things, the Illyrians began to work iron, silver, bronze and
produce utensils of baked earth. They were skilful farmers
and cattle-raisers and skilful artisans who used the loom. They
built powerful citadels and founded large towns, developed
commerce and minted their own coins. They were- good ship-
builders and bold navigators. Later they set up states defen-
ded by strong armies. The more known Illyrian states were
those of the Encheleans, the ']{‘,aul ns and, above all, the
Ardians. /0 M

The Illymans had tyade re atlons Wlth the Greek sta-
tes. In order to strengthen these relations, in the 7th century
b.o.e. the Greeks founided their colonies on the Albanian
coast; such as Durrés~(Dyrrachium or Epidamnos — 627
b.o.e), Pojan in the @ egion (Apollonia, 588 b.o.e.), Butrint
and many others. “"PHese centres. of a highly developed
civilization came under the influence of the Illyrian civiliza-

tion, be it only for the reason that they developed on the

territory of the great Illyrian states which put them under
their rule. Valuable monuments of culture have been unearth-
ed at Butrint,- Pojan, Durrés, etc. but unfortunately they

pment. Among other -
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were systematically plundered by the foreigners up to the
day of the liberation of the country.

The further development of this process, which would
have led to the formation of the Illyrian nation, was halted
by the Roman occupation which lasted from the 2nd century

- b.o.e. to the 4th century A.D. The ancestors of the Albanians

had to defend their freedom and independence sword in hand
against the foreign invaders. They put up stiff resistance to
the Roman armies of occupation. It was only in 167 b.o.e,
after three bloody protracted wars, that the Romans succeeded
in occupying Illyria. The independent Illyrian states were

liquidated. The Romans expelled whole Illyrian popula-

tions and transported them as captives or suspects to distant
regions of their empire. They founded powerful Roman colonies

in the territory of present-day Albania, while exercising all- .

round pressure through their more advanced culture and
technology. These factors posed the threat of Romanization
of the Illyrian population and of the creation of a Roman
or neo-Latin nationality in place of an Illyrian nationality.

But the Illyrians resisted arms in hand to the invaders.

In 135 b.o.e. the Ardians revolted: Their uprising assumed
such extension that the Romans were forced to dispatch
considerable forces against them, and eventually transplanted
them to the inner regions of Herzegovma But even

“after that the Illyrians continued to rise in revolt agamst

Rome. The Roman historian Suetonius writes that the Illy-
rian-uprising of the years 6-9 AD. was the most formidable
foreign war Rome had to wage next to the Punic Wars.

- The later events brought out the astonishing vitality of
the Illyrian population. After the division of the Roman
Empire in 395 A.D., the territories of present-day Albania
were placed under Byzantium, which for two eenturies made
no change in the former situation of. these regions. The
slave-owning institutions remained in force and Latin remained

the official language, as well as the language of the Church

and culture. During this period the Albanian territory -was
invaded by.various barbarian tribes — the Visigoths, Ostro-

~ goths, Hans, Vandals. The Visigoths; who had seftled for

more than 150 years in Central Albania, stayed longest .in
our territoery. Towards the 5th century, the mass migration

of the Slav populations began, which, in the 7th century,
settled for good in Illyrian territory and -tried to get the

7
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upper hand. The Illyrian cities or Romanized colonies; which
were rapidly losing their importance to the point of complete
disappearance, could not stem this devastating flood.

Like the Roman occupation, the Slav colonization threat-
ened the Illyrians with the danger of assimilation. The IMy-
rians, who had resisted Romanization, entered a new stage of
struggle for -their ethnical existence, a struggle which unfortu-
nately it is impossible to follow closely, as the historical
documents on this dark period of the early Middle Ages are

almost totally missing. The extremely rare documents from
this epoch do not even mention the existence of an ancient’

Illyrian ‘population. But the Illyrians, although driven into
the interior of the territory of present-day Albania, con-
tinued to exist and even put up surprisingly energetic resis-
tance to the Slav and Byzantine pressure. Not only that but
they even began to regain little by little their lost positions,
breaking out of their shell of fribal and peasant communities

into which the foreign pressure had forced them to entrench-

themselves. : S - .

In this period, feudal relations flourished and became
the main form of relations of production, This enabled the
Albanian feudal lords to strengthen their positions perceptibly.
In 1185, the Albanian feudal lords got rid of Byzantine control
and formed their first state, the Principality of Arbéria.
Kruja was its capital and its first chief was Progon (1190-

However this state was short-lived. But although msh—
ed by the superior forces of the neighpouring peoples, its
influence made itself felt on the futher efolution of Albanian
histor'y. The country woke up with rengwed forces as if to
make up for the lost time. The reborn (@ developed and
extended at an unprecedented rate; agriculture and animal
husbandry prospered in the fertile plains. A number of feudal
dynasties, like those of Thopia, Shpata, Balsha, Kastrioti, etc.,
were formed as- feudal principalities, which were constantly
warring amongst themselves for the extension of their res-
pective possessions. " R :

By this time the country was faced with a new threat.
When the thistorical processof centralization, which would

i have eventually led to the formation of a single Albanian
- state, was well.under way, the Ottoman Turks appeared at ’
* the gates of Albania. : '

Availing themselves of . the

feudal divisions and the

ey L,
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weéakness of the Byzantine Empire, they made reiterated
incursions into Albania,. occupying the whole of the country

‘with the exception of the mountain regions.

In this period, when the Ottoman hordes at the apoge‘g\_'

of their power were pushing on irresistibly and threatening
the entire European civilization with destruction, the Albanian
people wrote with their blood some- of the most brilliant
pages of the history of the continent.

'

The glorious epic of the Albénian people under the
leadership of Gjergj Kastrioti — Skanderbeg

No more than the preceding invaders — the Romans and
Byzantines, the Visigoths and Ostrogoths, the Huns and Slavs,
did the Ottomans find in Albania a submissive population.

In November 1443, under the leadership of Skanderbeg, a ge-

neral insurrection broke out against the new occupiers. The
insurgents liberated Kruja and on November 28 proclaimed
the restoration of the free Principality of Albania, raising the
Kastrioti flag, the black two-headed eagle on a red background
over the white citadel of Kruja. In December 1443, -all the
Turkish -garrisons were driven out of Central -Albania.

The Otfomans would have coped easily with the insurgents
were these not solidly united and well “organized from the
political and military standpoint. Losing no time, Skanderbeg

set about the primary task — the formation of a united anti-

Turkish front and of a well-organized Albanian army capable

" of halting the imminent offensive of the Ottoman forces. S0

'in March 1444 he called all the Albanian princes to a general

assembly which was held in'the Albanian city of Lezha (at
that time a Venitian possession) in which the deécision was
made, to form a political and. military alliance. which 1is

known under the name of the <«Albanian League», or the

«League of Lezha», the creation of an Albanian army and a
common. fund for this purpose. The assembly elected Skan-
derbeg chief of the League and supreme cqmmander of the
federated army.

Histor'y had assigned to the Albanian people a missior?\
which the Balkan princes could not carry out and which the
Western states, despite their - greater wealth, military. po--

\
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were the stormy years in which the Albanian people, with
their limited human resources and insufficient economic
means; relying only on their own capacities and experience
of war, the spirit of sacrifice which eharacterized them under
the leadership of Skander‘beg, who was not only a bold war-
rior but also a past master in military art, wrote the Albanian
epic of ~the 15th century, which for ever will remain one of

the most glorious chapters, not only of the history of Al banla

hut. also of the whole continent. Tor a ‘quarter of a century
they foiled 22 major Turkish expeditions, always’ coming off
victorious against the «invincible» arms of the Ottomans.
' Three times in succession, Murad II and his son,
Mehmet 1II, were forced to lift the siege of Kruja, the
political and military centre of Albania, in utter disgrace.
Heroic Kruja was a brilliant illustration to the whole world
“of the fact that against the gallant resistance of a freedom-
loving people, all policy of 1nt1m1dat10n buttressed by the
most modern lethal weapons, "is doomed to shameful failure.
The biggest cannon ever cast in the epoch, the cannon which
intimidated even countries hundreds of kilometres away from
Albania, failed in front of the walls of Kruja. In famous bat-
tles which go under the name of Torvioll, Drin, Uji i Bardhé,
]gJ Kastrioti succeeded in masterfully combining the
guerrilla warfare, consisting of surprise attacks, sud-
» and ambushes, with that of pitched battle. With
the military operations he carried out, he tirned the valleys
of the Drin i Zi and the Upper Shkumbin into the graveyard
of the Turkish armies which. were maa-y time;b\ jor i
G\

uperior .in
number. - ' @
- . A great master of the. military art, rbeg kept
the enemy forces in a state of constant t-ension, grassed them

with surprise attacks, cut their lines of communication and
supply in order to deal them eventually his lightning blows

*3

tactlcs

after having drawn them into an ambush. Applying the prin- .

ciple of «defence through attack,» Skanderbeg used-attacks as
his best defensive weapon.

‘The objective conditions for the long successful war -

ans comprised the economic resources and

against the Otto; ]
‘ Ppular masses, which had long-standing

the support o

energies of the popular masses, confidence which was con-
stantly. tested and tempered until it -became a power motlv
- force in the Albanian epic.— j : L@"WSL
ing these t factors Skan oA
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readiness to defend the interests of the country arms in hand,
while the others placed themselves in the service of the
Turks.

The secret of Skanderbeg’s victories, which astonish the
historians even to this day, lies in the fact that he knew bet-
ter than anybody else in his epoch to win the broad masses
of the people over to his cause and give a popular character

- to his liberation war.

The Albanians were obliged to fight smgle—han
without aid from abroad. In the just war they waged,
reliance became a decisive condition for victory. This implied |-
that the leaders had unshakeable confidence in the immense

Having succeeded in combi 5
derbeg applied them to the Albaruan terrain, and thus achiev- M'b\/
ed his victories. @\L

« I did not brmg you the liberty, I found 1t amongst /b’f)‘
you... I did not bring you your -arms, I.found you in arms»

— these memorable words, which the hero addressed the \/G g

people of liberated Kruja, express in a nutshell his high. eva-

luation of the popular forces as the rincipal nfptive forc (
the liberation struggle. ' W M_,(YV(
And Skanderbeg, right from the beginNing of his thilitary M’M/ \
and state activity, relied on the popular masses. The popular VW
masses saw in the war he waged the only way. of salvation. \&WJ
His army drew its forces from them, and its fighters, whom %=
the Turks themselves compared w1th «tigers of mountain “i‘;i;
warfare,» knew neither fear nor submission, and did not 2
hesitate to turn their country into scorched earth for the X
enemy. In this manner Skanderbeg succeeded in countering
the wavering attitudes and the separatist tendencies of the*pw '
feudal chiefs. -
The systematic incursions of the Ottoman hordes, the pil-
lage and devastation they wrought ruined the once ﬂourlshlng 244
cities. In these conditiors, the fundamental aim of the_people’ S Ay \W
struggle ‘waged by Skanderbeg for a quarter of a century, con-
sisted in stemmmg “this—dfain on the economic and human
resources -of the country, preventing the destruction of the
developing production forces and defending the whole socio-
political and cultural level of development attained in that
epoch. By this policy he won the popular masses, which rallied




war to the end;
children, who, When were

an active force in the war..

This war awakened and de ped a powerful feehng of -

- patriotism amongst the masses o}the people. It assumed the
3 features of an essentially popular war. For 25 years on end,
Q 3  the Albanian popular masses, anonymous heroes, fought under
-Lthe leadership of Skanderbeg to defend their soil, their freedom

and independence, building the solid foundatlons of the edifice

which the future genezratlons were -to complete: the union of
% the Albanian people in a national state. Skanderbeg’s epoch

is a brilliant illustration of the vital force and the highest

virtues of the Albanian people.

Of course, the personal qualities of Gjergj Kastrioti stood

much for his victories. The figure of Skanderbeg stood out in
. ~ sharp contrast to those- of the European princes. When. he
went to Rome in 1466, the masses of the people, that had
turned up in the streets to hail him, expected to see the usual
procession of personages in sumptuous robes, but they re-
mained greatly sunprised at seeing the Albanian hero of uni-
versal fame «dressed like a pauper». This simplicity of the
Q Albanian national hero manifested itself in all his activities.

Sﬁ In his relations with the people, with his co—flghters in peace

\

%’M

® as well as in war, Skanderbeg was an exam
\ courage and 1nbe111genee By his virtues he

his people who rallied around him to a m

Skanderbeg’s ‘immortality rests in the
was not that of a single man, but of an enfir
_a single century, but of Whole centuries.

The epoch of Skanderbeg did not come to an ) end in 1468,
with his death, because the ratio of social forces and the
historic " tasks remained the same for dozens of years after
his “death, as long as the struggle went on in an organiz-
ed manner. The heroic ~ defence of XKruja, which lasted
for more than ten years, and the two sieges of Shkodra in
1474 and 1474-1479, after which the citadel was conquered not
by t_he enemy, but by starvation, bear witness to this.

‘of Skanderbeg, for the defence of their land against the Ot-
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. =)
The flgué| of Sﬁ:gg‘beg remal S ahve in the

centuries

«Gjergj Kastrioti- will conquer the centuries,» said one o%)*
his contemporaries, Enea Silvio- Piccolomini. Time has con- .
firmed his judgement.

The wars of the Albanian people, under the leadership \

toman Empire had great repercussions beyond the bounds of \
Albania and assumed international proportions. The Albanians
nailed down an important part of the Ottoman-army, inflicted
repeated losses on it, and wore out a good part of its fighting
strength, thus easing the burden of t and im- |
peding the passage of the Turks to Raly: s -0p i
«The invasion of Europe .is certain,» John of Newport, an
English knlght who served as a volunteer in Skanderbeg’s ﬁ
army, wrote in 1456, «because there is no force capable of
resisting the Turks 1f the Albanian citadel falls.» And in fact
hardly had the last Albanian fovtress fallen in 1479 .when /f /
Mehmed II, feeling Himself more or less secure in his Vp{]/\
rear, went 1mmed1abe1y over to attacking southern Italy, Qg
which he had dreamed of invading for a quarter of a century.
A 10,000 strong - Turkish . army  sailed from Vlora —amd
landed in -Ttaly, seizing the- citadel of- Otran’rp (1480). Taking
advantage of the involvement of the Turks in Italy, an armed’
uprising broke out in Albania and in 1481, upon the call.of
the chiefs of the insurrection, Gjon Kastrlotl Skanderbeg’s
son, returned to his country with some hundreds of Albanian -
exiles. Caught between two fires, the Ottomans were forced
to abandon Otranto and return to Albania, where they under-
took large-scale puni operations against-the insurgents. It-
was only in 1482 that the insurrectional movement succumbed-
under the blows of the Turks, and Gjon Kastrjoti agaln
forced to leave  Albania. /W ® Nwwlit ’gj
Karl Marx made a high ‘assessment of the Albanlan epic -
of the 15th century, an epic which the Sons of the Eagle
wrote with their blood. In the wars of the Albanians led by,
Skanderbeg he saw the wars of a people and a country-to
defend their own freedom, as well as a blow dealt at the only
military power of the Mlddle Ages which could oppose the
hlstomcal development of emerging capltahsm and umversal

C'
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, ¢ss. He considered Skanderbeg, first of all, a figure that
helpgd accelerate the progress of mankind. His appraisal is
a k&Y to understanding the essence of the international role
- of "Skanderbeg and his immortal feats.
What the enlightened minds of the Renaissance stood
ardently for — freedom of man and the homeland, confidence
in the creative power of the people and-ftuman r optim-
ism and faith in the future, struggle fo ‘awakening of the
national consciousness, ‘Skanderbeg not only propagated in
words, but also defended with his sword and translated into
deeds. He aroused the people to defend these great ideas,
gave the European Renaissance a bréathing space and saved
it from the Ottoman invasion which threatened to strangle it ]
| in its cradle. Thus hé became an Albanian titan-of the Renais- ]
! sance and although he left no Latin writing, he wrote with

his blood a grandiose work full of ljfe iri which not only

\
3 his «century but also the subsequent cehturies have sought and
§\ found a source of inspiration. Gjegkj Kastrioti-Skanderbeg

\\rj_lade the posterity speak of him. .
When he was still alive, Gjerg] Kastrioti, with his hero- ; -

. ism, with the lofty ideals he defended, had already entered
‘the oral literature, the legends and songs of the Albanian peo- ‘
< - ple and fthe other peoples of the Balkans., After his death, thisV{{/ :
> popular literature and the works of historians, publicists and g
~, philosophers, the various assessments made of him in dif-
. ferent epochs, inspired- a whole literature which from the-
beginning of the 16th century flourished in several lan-
ages and in the most diverse genres: sonnets, poems, his-
! ovels and  stories, lays, libretti, ete. Will all
i uliarities and the artisticevolution of the
f the hero in the course of the cen-
works have ~one fundamental element: in
: ro of great strength

: s: t, ag~the spirit of the
the forces of the evil iircumstances.
, liberation struggles have—been taken up
sibjects ofy world literature as often as Gjergj Kastrioti-
anderbeg hys| been’ five centuries since his hand let
unvanquished sword. The bibliography on
ro published on the occasion of the 500th
eath comprises more than 1,000 works in

our legendary |
centenary of ‘hi

21 languages. ) '%«n G T A
Skanderbeg’s, epoch and feats’ were frequently e,\/%qced in

_uprisings of the Albanian people to_shake off the-Turkish
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the clandestine press of the National Liberation War.
Liberation, manly writers, composers, painters and sculpt
have chosen Skanderbeg as the central figure of many of theirf % o)
works., : ATy, Wk
The PLA and the people’s state power ‘1\%38 organizéh\\ U g
various activities to honour the figure of the national hero: ,’C[\k@\aw
of the ‘Albanian people in a worthy manner. The central \‘W
square of Tirana, a military school, a great agricultural enter-
prise, the Museum of Kruja, etc. bear the name of Skanderbeg. |
The «Order of Skanderbeg», one of the highest decorations ..
for distinguished service, has been instituted by special law. 6” s
Everywhere there are monuments “€r€cted to commemorate’ W
Skanderbeg’s great victories in his struggle against the Ot- 7 . .
tomans. Equestrian statues. by Albanian  sculptors dominate L;l::a:&‘f’
f %
-~

&
!

the central places in Tirana and Kruja. And finally, in
1968, on the occasion of the 500th anniversay of the-death:
of the hero, important activities were organized in Tira.nfi,‘ v oW
Kruja, Lezha and in other cities of the ¢ount ’ f

- ~

The centuries-long siruggle of tpe Albanian people B

for freedom and ipdependence ”)YM‘ fa @Wﬁ
. :Q‘(M\' .. i A -

The establishment of the Ottofnan feudal military regime Y &

on Albanian territory had disasttousiconsequences for the o

normal course of the general de of the country.\

to [mplant its laws and

customs in ooccupied Albania, going the whole length in their.

efforts to convert the population into Turks. But the efforts of

the Ottoman invaders to hitch definitively the destiny of

Albania to the chariot of Constantinople -ended in failure.

‘The Albanians put up an unexampled resistance to this new

threat. The five centuries of Ottoman rule are full of ceaseless

iberty, this time called on his son and
Italy to return. and lead their struggle as
century before, when they went to

to regain their lost
grandson in exile i
they had done

4 - 117 A
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their war. The country again was liberated from Himara to
the northern mountain ranges. The Sultans were obliged 1o
organize new military expeditions to reoccupy nthg country.
From the 16th to the 18th century, a mumber of violent up-
risings broke out in the mountainous areas of the country.
‘hese upheavals, which were directed both against the foreign
occupier and against the renegade feudal lordsz s.trengthened
the national feeling and enhanced the patriotism of the
people. .

perThe 18th century is marked by important changes in the
economic and political fields: the passage from _the'sysbim ‘of
feudal-military landownership to the system of cifligs™, jche
development of marked-towns, the development of production
and exchange. The development of the forces of production

- of the country brought about the economic and political

ernancipation of the Albanian feudal lords and the'format}on
of the Ig)reat Albanian pashaliks of Shkodra and Janina, which
waged incessant wars to escape the Qefﬁni%me op, the Sl‘i{.
blime Porte. SN s A e DR
" In the middle of thefpast century, the popular nlove-
ments against the_savage Q B occupation became broader
and more frequent.. The bastles-n-the Melesin Mountain (Les-
&vik) in 1831 and in Shkodra in 1835, in Dibra and G,Jxakc‘)va
in\1844, were the forewarnings of the great peasant uprising
of 1847 when the Albanians, as a folk song has it, fought
«panner in hand ‘ ‘

freedom, which were ‘drowned in blood by the Turkish pashas,
had important consequences. They were the prologue._to all
the events that followed from 1878 to 1912 in Albania. Inv this
period, a whole pleiad of outstanding men of «the pen or the
rifle» began to rise on the Albanian horizon, they put them-

selves at the head of the national movement for complete:

liberation and independence, organizing the struggle to break

ins of foreign bondage, and to : '
gﬁge;}é?l‘dence, to sgt up the Albanian state, a state Whlcb,
however, would be no longer a feudal_ state, but -a_'democratlc
one. This period, known in the history of the pquntry as the
Albanian National Renaissance, i$ another prilliant page of
the history of our people.

The struggle of the Albanian people for freedom an‘d.

* feudal estates

Edrene to‘invite Gjergj Kastrioti to take the leadership of

£ . gathered d
for all Albania», These atbempts to gain -

establish national -

pz

independence entered a new phase ji
Under the Treaty of San Stef
purely Afbanian. territories
garia, Serbia and Montehe
ment of the Homeland
Berlin Congress of

“the years 1878-1881.
in March 1878, many
re to be annexed to Bul-
. The threat of the dismember-
came even more imminent after the
8. The Albanian people rose to defend
themselves, and_im face of this new menace, they set up the
League of | \izreé which. extended its activity over the whole
of Allbania.Th& League issued its program with claims ranging

. from autonomy to the complete liberation of Albania from-

the Ottoman yoke! .
~ The League of Prizren gave a fresh impulse to the move-
ment for national liberation. During this period, the struggle
of the Albanian people against Turkey was characterized by
a stronger national awareness. This struggle was also di-
rected against the secret colonialist plans of the Great
Powers which, under the Treaty of San Stefano and, moreover
at the. Berlin Congress, sought to amputate Albania to the
advantage of the meighbouring countries as well as for their
own sinister ends, attracted as thely were by the strategic
position of Albania on the Adriatic, which made it an impor-
tant springboard towards the,Mediter an, as well as py its
naturzfl lrrégouvces. b‘d% E@Q%/%Mﬁ%‘ \OHh LGRS N )-;,
this time the uprisings of the years 1883, .
etc. broke out in a series. The movement
& and became better organized especially after
1900. In 1909, the first units of freedom fighters carried out
isolated actions combined with large-scale -actions engaging
the Turkish garrisons. In the Northern Mountains these guer-
rilla units comprised about 15,000 armed men in their ranks.
The extension of the liberation armed struggle, accom-
panied with -the opening of Albanian schools and patriotic
clubs, the publication of newspapers and magazines as well
as books written in Albanian served to enhance the national
awareness of the Albanian people. :
The Young Turks, who came to power in

1908, saw that

Albania was breaking away from Turkey’s grip, therefore
they sent their ablest general, Shefket Turgut Pasha, against
the Albanian insurgents, in the hope that he would drown Al-
bania in blood. But the Albanians took to arms in 1911 and rose
to a man. In 1912 the Albanian insurrections against Turkey
entered 2 new phase, that of the general armed uprising led \
by “& regiormt_insurréctional committee which had its centre *

ﬁ\/
Ok
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in the region of Kosova. The Kosova patriots gave the first
/7 signal of the general uprising which spread over the. whole
¢~ _of Albania and-was crowned with the proclamation of the
independence of the country in November..28, 1812, and the
formation of an Albanian' government chaired by the great
patriot Tsmail Qemali which had its séat in Vlora. «The flag
raised in 1912» said Comrade Enver Hoxha, «frowned the
titanic struggles of the Albanian people, showed that with

on the country a Constitution they had worked otut themSelves\ﬁ'@LD@ﬂ
and placed a foreign prince, Wilhelm von Wied, at the head ,\(’(&y,/
of the new state. . ' L /)
‘During the First World War, Albania was turned into a7} J5s8 Vv
battlefield where the armies of the imperialist and chauvinist b‘xr «9/
powers confronted one another. After seizing Vlora, which ﬁﬂ}
they planned to utilize as a bridge-head dor their further ywo¥ s /
penetration into Albania and the Balkans, at the end of the Y

their armed struggle, their steel unity for a great aim — the
defence of their Homeland, their honour, their customs, their
language and noble traditions, the Albanian people had van-
quished powerful, savage and perfidious enemies. The Al-
banian people showed their indomitable, intrepid, wise, un-
flinching and just spirit, thereby vanquishing their enemies, as
they will vanquish in the future any other enemy, no matter
how strong and great, attempting to encroach wupon their

,——s@;g@rig}its.» o
n the years 1913-1939 the Albanian people strove and

fought for the consolidation of their national independence
and their existence as a state, for the defence of their ter-
ritorial integrity against the attacks and intrigues of ‘the pre-
datory and chauvinist imperialist powers, for ensuring their
social, economic and cultural progress as well as for the esta-
blishment of a democratic order. :

The Great Powers did not recognize Albania’s indepen-
dence proclaimed in Vlora. They continued to hatch new
monstrous plans in order to wipe Albania off the political
map of the Balkans as an independent state and a distinct
nation.

- Nevertheless, the patriotic government presided by Ismail
Qemali made great efforts to organize the Albanian state
“internally ~and “to affirmi i§ existence in the international
arena.. With its “activities it gave the whole world to under-
stand that the Albanian people were capable of goverming

. themselves and living as a nation.

It was only on July 29, 1913, after long bargaining, that
the Great Powers were forced to recognize the independence
of Albania, but under their cantrol and tutelage. On-the other
Thand, the delimitation of the borders of the mew .Albanian

. state Telt about hall of the Albanian. territories outside the

“mother icountry. Contrary to the will of the Albanian people

\MOut the approval of the national government of Vlo-

ra, which they forced to resign, the Great Powers imposed

war the Italians sta'tioned their troops, more than 50,000

(\J

strong, in a great part of the country. Their Yugoslav rivals .

who, on their part, had occupied the north-eastern regions,
followed the example of the Italian imperialists. Korca
and Gjirokastra were under the joint occupation of French
and Italian forces. ) ‘

After the war, the representatives-of the imperialist Great
Powers — the United States, Britain, France and Italy, most
shamelessly tried to sort out their differences at the cost of the
peoples. Thus, among -other things, they worked out a project
for the dismémberment of Albania. This continued in the

- tradition of their anti-Albanian policy, which found its ex-

pression in the infamous Treaty of London of April 1915,
as well as in the despicable bargainings concluded at the Paris
Peace Conference of 1919. But the sons and daughters of
Albania did not allow the fate of their Homeland to be decided
by the imperialist Great Powers, which were busy working
out the new map of the world. The publication and denun-
ciation of the imperialist secret treaties at the end of 1917
by the Soviet Government led by Leénin, and among others,
of the London Treaty of April 1915, stipulating the dismem-
berment of Albania, lent powerful support to the anti-imperial-
ist national movement of the Albanian people and raised the’
vigilance of the mass of patriots. Lo

In January 1920, the imperialist Great Powers were
busy planning to give Northern Albania to Yugoslavia and
Viora and its hinterland to Italy, which was also to be given
the mandate of the remaining Albanian territories. In January
1920, the Albanian paftriots met at Lushnja in a congress
which went down in history under the name of that town
and said «no!» to the bargainings of the imperialist Great

Powers. The Congress rejected the plans of the Paris Peace -

Conference for the partitioning of Albania and declared that
the Albanians would not gpare their blood to oppose all de-
cisions which endangered the territorial integrity of their
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‘dountry and their complete independence. The Congress elect-
ed a government chaired by Sulejman Delvina and a4 Supreme
Council with the attributes of the state power.

The Congress of Lushnja was neither a-purely formal
political act, nor the product of political combinations of the
foreign powers. It was the result of the political struggle of
the masses of the people who had risen to defend the freedom
and independence of their Homeland. With its clear-cut na-

tional and anti-imperialist character it represented an impor- {.

; tant event in the cen'turies-long history of our people.

The idea of the armed struggle to defend the freedom and
independence of the Homeland, whiech was launched at the
Congress of Lushnje, expressed the firm determination of the
people. In June 1920 they .wrote with their blood a new epic,
the epic of those valiant fighters who, as a popular song has
" it, «fought with swords and daggers and old rifles» against

the Italian divisions armed to—the teeth, until they drove
"~ them into the sea, out of the 'V@ region which Rome con-
sidered the «Gloraltar of the Adfiaties.  With their just war
- the Albanians brought the Italian Government to negotiate
with the Tirana -Government and sign on August 2, 1920, a
convention on the withdrawal of the Italian \#cf_qop/from the
occupied areas and the-recognition of the independence and
territorial integrity of the country.

The victory achieved at Vlora, apart from its national
importance, had also an international significance, bechuse
it" halted the Italian expansion towards the. East. Had it
maintained its positions in Vlora, Ifalian imperialism™ would
have endangered the other Balkan peoples, too. In this way
the Albanian wvictory in Vlera safeguarded the interests of
the neighbouring peoples, too.

The events of 1920 confirmed a great Ie.sson of the Alban-
ian history, @ truth drawn from the centuries-long battles of
the Albanian people, that it is the people themselves, with
their inexhaustible forces, whio can dlschange the missions set
by history.

In the years 1920-1924 the expansion of the broad anti-
feudal movement for the democratization of the country was
crowned with the triumph of the democratic revolution - of
June 1924. It brought #o power the first democratic govern-
ment of & revolutionary character in the Balkans: This govern-
ment, chaired by Fan Noli, had a democratic program includ-
ing . the application of a number of progresswe reforms.
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The enactment of this program came up against the
fierce opposition ‘of internal and external relaction. The Noli
Government backed down in face of the resistance of the

- reactionary forces. It focussed mainly on the external problems,

and- tried to neutralize the hostile attitude of the imperialist
Great Powers and the mneighbouring countries by winning

- recognition abroad. This government established diplomatic

relations with the Soviet Union.

In the meantime, the imperialist states, and Great Britain
in the first place, were busy liquidating the revolutionary
hotbeds in the world. Imperialist agents in Albania, and the
British minister Eyres among them, set everything in motion
in order to organize the internal reaction and to overthrow
the mew government as quickly as possible. In December
1924, the reactionary gangs of the Albanian feudal lords came
n'to ALbama from Yugoslavia and Greece and,” With thé sup-
port of the Yugoslav troops and the White Guards launched
a general assault against the revolution.. On-December 24,
thg*y“ captured Tirana. Thus, with the suppgl_rjc of the imperial-
ist Great Powers, the savage dictatorship of the local land-
owners and the bourgemsm and a reg1_e of white terror was
established in Albania.

The defeat of the June revolution was a great loss for the
Albanian people and the revolutionary movement in the Bal-
kans. This fact was to be stressed some time later by one of
the leaders of the international communist and workers’ move-
ment, George Dimitrov, who said that «the counter-
revolutionary turn in Albania brought about by Ahmet Zog,

“with the assistance of Yugoslavia and its armed forces, ex-

tended the front of the Balkan reaction to the Adriatic.»
Initially  Ahmet Zog acceded to power as president of
the republic, but in 1928 he instituted the monarchy and
proclaimed himself-King of the Albanians. Whether a pre-
sident or king, Zog was a cruel dictator, a despot of the orien-
tal type a Jittle Sultan», as he was ironically called in Al- -
bania. His regime had a reactionary, anti-democratic and

_anti~national character. Having suppressed all democratic
‘freedom and -civil rights, he intensified the oppression and

exploitation of the masses of the people fby the corrupt
ruling classes.

But this state of 'things could not be accepted by the
popuLar masses of the towns and villages, or by the progres-
sive elements of the country. Despite the small number iof
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-

the working class, under the influence and leadership of the
communists, a workers’ movement - (strikés, manifestations
and other forms of resistance against the regime) developed in
several Albanian towns in 'the thirties. There were revolts,
the most important of which was that of Fier (August 1935),
which was the work of a secret organization rallying diverse
currents whose common aim was to overthrow the regime. "

Zog’s foreign policy was conditioned by the fact that he
owed much of its success to his patrons that had brought him
to power by force of bayonets. So he practised an open door
policy with them. As early as 1925, the Italian monopolies
gained a number of concessions for prospecting and exploit-
ing the minerals as well as for controlling the banking,
trading and farming sectors of the country. In 1926, a «pact
of friendship and security» was signed in Rome, and a year
later a «treaty of defensive alliance», under which Italy
acquired ‘the right to intervene milftarily in Albania under
the pretext of coping with an external or internal menace.
The Italian loans put Albania under the economic tutelage
of Rome. Italian military miissions and fascist organizations
stepped up their activity in the ranks of the Albanian army
and administration, carrying out Ttalian peaceful penetration
- according to instructions from Rome, thus preparing the

ground for the April 7, 1939 invasion, when 173 Italian war- .

ships and 600 planes attacked Albania and more than 50,000
- men landed in the ports of the country to rob the sons of
Albania of their liber'ty. Zog and his clique fled the country,
abandoning it to its fate. The Albanian army, which the

Italian military specialists and the pro-fascist officers had put

out of action, disintegrated without resistance. Nevertheless,
isolated groups of patriots fought heroically against-the ag-
gressors at Durrés, Saranda, Shéngjin, Shkodra and Viora. The

. British newspaper Daily Telegraph wrote about the resis-

tance of the Albanian people against the fascist invasion:
«Albania has spoken in a language Europe is no longer used
. to hear.» But being far superior in forces, they crushed this
opposition. In & matter of a few dalys, the fascists succeeded
in occupying the whole country. Nevertheless, the Albanian
people did not submit. They expressed their profound hatred
for ~he Italian invaders and never put up with the reglme
of foreign occupation.

The occupation of Albania was the logical conclusion of
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. the aggressive policy of Italian fascism and of the anti-national

and anti-popular capitulationist policy pursued by the
Zog regime as well as of the «non-intervention» policy. of the
imperialist Western powers, which eventually recognized this
occupation. Only the Soviet Union, consistent in its policy of
defending the states menaced by fascism, raised its voice
against this aggression. .

A wave of indignation and protest against the Italian
aggression rose in the Albanian colonies abroad. Progressive
public opinion all over the world denounced this act of piracy,

The occupation of Albania by Italy marked the beginning
of the dark period of fascist slavery for the Albanian people.
When they retained ‘the regime of the feudal landlords and
the bourgeoisie, the occupiers set about carrying out a vast
plan of political, economic and administrative measures in-
tended to legalize the regime of occupation and Italianize the
country, to plunder its resources and turn it into a base for

"aggression against the other Balkan <countries and ‘the

East. They aimed to implement the colonial policy of ancient
Rome, with the ambition of turning the Adriatic into-an
Italian lake. This policy involved the Italianization of the
eastern coast of the Adriatic, just as ancient Rome had tried
to bring about the Romamzatlon of the same area. )

The efforts to instal a fascist dlctatorshlp in Albania were

marked by the hasty convention in Tirana of a «consti-.

tuent assembly» which proclaimed the «personal union of
Albania with Italy» and offered the crown of Albania to the
King of Italy, Victor Emmanuel III. A puppet Albanian govern-
ment chaired by the big landowner Shefget Vérlaci was set
up. However, state power was concentrated in the hands of
the Ttalian General Lieutenancy. With the suppression of
the Albanian ministry of foreign affairs its attributes were
taken over by its Italian counter-part. The other ministerial
departments were practically léd by Italian «advisers». The
Albanian armed forces, incorporated into the Imperial Army,
were under Italian command. The convention on the
«equality of civil and political rights of Italian and Albanian
citizens» was followed by dozens of  thousands of = Ita-
lian settlers thronging to Albania.- The latter, together with
the occupation troops, made up the task force of colonizing
and fascizing the whole country. Abundantly flowing Italian
capital became the all-powerful master of the economy of the
country, transforming it into a mere source of raw materials
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for Italy and a market reserved exclusively for its products.

The Albanian people were very quickly to see the con-
sequences of the establishment of the fascist regime. They
saw themselves totally deprived of their freedom and inde-
pendence. Soon hundreds of patriots were sent to jail or de-
ported to concentration camps in Italy. The fascists set up
a network of police force to shadow «people suspect to the

regime». The civil servants were forced to take the oath of-

allegiance to the Italian king under the penalty of being
revoked. The fascist laws created all over the country an
atmosphere of uncertainty and terror.

The epic of the National Liberation War - |

Where is the foe that ever saw
their back?

Lord Byron '

The Albanian people were a;mongb the first victims of

fascism and the first in Europe to take up arms against it
They did not stop fighting until they crushed the nazi-fascist
occupiers and the local traitors, thus writing the most glorious
epic of their history in their liberation war. »
The Italian fascists invaded Albania, but never succeeded
in reducing its indomitable spirit. Alone in front of a
savage enemy armed to the teeth, they put up a valiant and

‘bold resistance to the enemy that had trampled their hearths.

After the bloody events of April 1939, many sons and daugh-

ters of Albania, with what weapons they could find, began’

the partisan war. Despite the terror and the demagogic mano-
“euvres of the enemy, who did everything to break the Al-
- banian resistance, anti-fascist manifestations broke out in the
towns. The first guerrilla units, led by the communists and
enjoying the support of the population; carried out -all sorts
of actions, attackinig enemy columns, blowing up -military
stores, carrying out surprise attacks on the enemy, killing
spies and traitors. On the Greek front two battalions of Al-
banian soldiers, recruited by force, either deserted and took
to the mountains or defected to the Greek side.

RSO L
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With the founding of the Communist Party of Albania
on November 8, 1941 the National Liberation War entered
a new phase. Very soon it grew in scope and strength and
turned into a true popular revolution. The Party worked
a clear political program of the National Liberation War and
made the people aware of the goals of this struggle. '

.- The Communist Party rallied and organized the Albanian

people in a united front for national liberation, the founda-

tions of which were laid at the Conference of Peza which was
held on September 16, 1942L Large-scale partisan warfare

‘began in 1942 under its leadership.

The fundamental aim of the war of the Albanian people
was the complete liberation of Albania from the foreign oc-

cupiers, the achievement of true national independence and.

the establishment of a regime of people’s democracy. Partisan

~warfare was a form of struggle known and tested in the

course of centuries both in Albania and other countries. The
Albanian people had an ancient tradition of patriotic strug-
gles, and guerilla wars against the invaders. Availing itself of
these traditions, the Communist Party of Albania gave the

‘partisan struggle against the fascist occupiers and the local

traitors a profoundly popular and revolutionary content.
The National Liberation War of the Albanian people had
a double character: it was an anti-imperialist and anti-fascist
and at the same time an anti-feudal and democratic revolu-
tion.. The motive forces of this struggle were: the working
class, the poor and middle peasaniry, the petty- and middle
bourgeoisie of the towns, the patriotic intellectuals. The

working class was the leading force, the other forces being

its . allies.

The essential social contradictions existing at that time

in Albania consisted of the contradiction between the fascist
occupiers who had enslaved the people, on the one hand, and
the Albanian people who wanted to live free and independent,
on the other, and the contradiction between the feudal-bour-
geois strata which ‘supported the foreign occupation, and the
broad masses of the people who called for the instauration of
democratic freedoms. The Albanian reaction, represented by the

1 Peza is a region near Tirana, where under the leadership of the
Party. the anti-fascist- movement and the National Liberation War,
had set up strong bases.
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big feudal landlbrds, the big bourgeoisie, etc. who had made

common cause with the occupiers, was forced to respond to the

national liberation' movement, especially following the his-.

toric Conference of Peza. In these circumstances, under the
sponsorship of the fascist occupier, the Balli Kombétar - (the
National Front) was formed — a traitor organization which
took upon itself to wreck the National Liberation War and to
assist the foreign occupiers, even by organizing its own armed
- units and throwing them in action against the partisans.
The Party dispatched a number of its members, young
communists and friends, experienced in urban guerilla war-
fare to the countryside to rally new fighters, mainly from
among the peasantry for the creation of guerilla units. The
countryside became the base and the principal source of sun-
ply of the partisan guerillas. oo '
There was no class limitation as to the composition of the
guerillas. All ‘those who expressed their readiness to fight
‘the occupier were admitted. Only elements of dubious pe-
cord, criminals and gangsters who had been branded by the
people as such were barred from joining. A partisan guerilla
unit numbered 50 to 60 fighters. It was headed. by a com-
mander and a political commissar who jointly led its actions
and were answerable for the military training and the political
preparedness of the partisans. Along with their intensive
military - activity against the occupiers and traitors, the par-
tisan guerillas did = tireless political work to expose the
occupiers and the local traitors, organized cultural and edu-
cational activities not only among the partisans but also
among the population of the areas in which they operated.
The guerrillas had their bases in the liberated regions in
which they had destroyed the organs of the state power of
the occupier and helped the people set up mational liberation
councils as organs of the National Liberation War. They
assisted the peasants in farm work and served as guardians
of law and order for the national liberation councils. Besides

partisan guerillas, after the Conference of Peza, territorial.

guerilla units, one for every big village or for two or three

small hamlets were also formed. They were self-defence units.

which took up arms to assist the partisan guerillas in impor-
tant actions or to oppose enemy incursions in the liberated
areas. The self-defence units served at the same time as a
res:(érve force to complete and increase the regular partisan
units. :
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After the Conference of Peza, the number of urban-guer-
illas, partisan guerillas and self-defence guerillas rapidly
increased. Towards the end of 1942, the partisan forces pro-
per numbered about 2,000 men besides thousands of fighters
incorporated into the urban and rural guerillas.

In an attempt to wipe out the partisan guerillas, the
Italian occupiers launched a large-scale punitive operation
from September to December 1942 in 27 regions of the coun-
try, and a campaign of terror in the towns, which always

‘ended up in failure. In July 1943, the fascist occupiers pro-

claimed the whole of Albania a zone of war operations. The

7, Italian commander-in-chief was forced to .admit that «the

Albanian people, in their great majority and without class
distinctions, have risen against Italy and against the presence
of our troops in their country.» He demanded reinforcements
from Rome in order to be able to cope with the situation.
The repeated waves of terror, far from putting out the
fire of the liberation struggle, fanned it out even more. The
National Liberation War assumed more and more the form
of a great people’s uprising. Most of the Albanian territory
(with the exception ¢f the main towns) was controlled by.the
freedom fighters. In these iconditions, in the beginning of
July 1943, the National Liberation General Council was con-
vened. It decided to set up a General Staff and to incorporate all
the partisan guerillas and battalions into one National Libe-
ration Army. After the creation of the General Staff, of which
Enver Hoxha, the General Secretary of the Communist Party
of Albania, was the political commissar, the armed struggle
entered a new phase characterized by a higher degree of
organization and more vigorous extension — the phase of the
general people’s uprising. The General Staff proceeded with
the organization of the National Liberation Army.and con-
centrated in its hands the strategic and operational direction
of the armed struggle against the occupiers and traitors, while
at the same time working out the tactic of this struggle. At the
moment when the General Staff was set up, the Albanian
National Liberation Army numbered in its ranks about 10,000
fighters incorporated into permanent partisan detachments.
Besides this, self-defence guerillas in the liberated villages -
and guerilla units in the occupied towns and regions com-
prised a number of fighters double that of the. year before.
In order to put the enemy under all-round fire, and bring the
outbreak of the general uprising nearer, the General Staff
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set. pbout creating greater, better organized and equipped
units, capable of engaging in large-scale fighting. As a result

the 1st Shock Brigade was formed (15 August 1943), followed

by others all over the country. - - : :
Another very important step taken by the General - Staff
was the organization of military power in the rear. Regional

commands and local commands were set up as organs of

this power. They carried out the functions of people’s police
in the liberated areas and served as support for the national
liberation councils. . .

. Even after the creation of the General Staff, the National
Liberation Army continued its tactics of partisan warfare as
the main form of activity against the enemy, and this
because of the numerical superiority of the -occupation forces,
and above all, their superiority in armaments, ammunition,
means of transport and communications, supply and equipment.
In these conditions, to dccept battle in open field would have
spelt death for the people’s armed uprising. ' '

Tl_le partisan units and detachments carried out offensive
o‘pe_ratlons, harassing the enemy at any unexpected moment,
which they did with rapid manoeuvring and surprise attacks,
with the initiative of the commanders of brigades, groups
and battalions, and an intelligent utilization of the terrain.

The cadres who led the National Liberation Army, the
commanders and cdommissars came from the rahks of the
workers; peasants and patriotic intellectuals, from among the
braver and more capable partisans, and were formed as
such in the crucible of the war. The enemy, the army and
depots of the occupiers, which remained until the end
of the war the main source of supply for the partisans in
arms and ammunition, were seized through hard-fought
battles. Food and shelter were provided mainly by the urban
and peasant population. _ :

Great attention was attached to keeping the morale in
the army high. With its work of political education the
Communist Party raised an entire generation -of fighters,
veady to lay down their lives for the Homeland and . the

freedom of the people. This moral force had its roots in the -

high consciousness of the fighters, who knew what they
were .fighetin'g for, were fully aware of the difficulties, the
privations and the sacrifices their struggle -called for, and
were animated by an unshakeable faith in the triumph of
their cause. . o
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From the first day of its formation, the National Libera~
tion Army was a profoundly democratic army of the revolu-
tion. The rank-and-file enjoyed equal rights with the com-
manders and commissars and complete freedom to participate
in the political life of the country, the solution of the military,
political and organizational problems of the army. Everything
— including military operations of army units, political work,
the activity of commands and the behaviour of the partisans
and cadres, was subject to the judgement and ecriticism of
the. collective. The order of ‘the command was the desire of
the fighters and the people. To ensure that orders were
executed to the letter, broad debate and exchange of opinions
was organized. :

Democracy in the Albanian National Liberation Army
was an expression of its popular character and emanated.
from the principle that the masses play the decisive role as
the makers of history. : ,

This democracy did not weaken militar'y discipline in
the slightest, on the contrary, strengthened it, made it more
conscious, not only did it not effect centralized leadership,
but made its application easier. :

In each unit, the party basic organizations were the
animating spirit of all the activities of the partisan fighters.

After the capitulation of fascist Italy, on September 8,

' 1943, Albania came under German occupation. Fifteen thous-

and Italian soldiers and officers surrendered to the National
Liberation Army and 1,500 of them . joined the Albanian
partisan units, mainly as part of the 1st Shock Brigade, in
the battalion «Antonio Gramsci». The rest lived and worked
with the peasants. ' '

- In the beginning the Hitlerites tried to deceive the
Albanian people by pretending that they had come to
liberate Albania from the Italian yoke. In collusion with the
local traitors, they staged the <«separation of Albanja from
Italy» and set up the organs of the «independent Albanian

_state», such as the «Executive Committee-, the «Regency»,

the «Albanian Governments, the «Albanian Army», the
«Albanian Gendarmerie», etc. The Balli Kombétar and the
Legaliteti, two traitor- organizations, of which the latter
sought to restore Zog’s monarchic regime as the «legal» regime
of the country, supported this demagogical campaign. These
two organizations, as well as the other reactionary groupings
aligned themselves openly with the German nazis and parti-
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cipated arms in hand in the military operations carried out-

by the occupiers against the National Liberation  Army and
the Albanian people.

But the Albanian people were not to be taken in by
this demagogy. Everywhere they waged fierce battles against
the new occupiers. On the Struga-Librazhd road, at Dra-
shovica near Vlora, at the Kardhigq Bridge near Gjirokastra,
along the Elbasan-Tirana .road, at Kruja, Konispol, Delvina
and Saranda, at Bilisht, on the Korca-Leskovik road and in
other places, the detachments of the National Liberation
Army prevented them from occupying the whole Albanian

territory. Most of the liberated regions and a number of -

towns remained free in the hands of the National Liberation
Army. In autumn 1943, the wunits and detachments of the
National Liberation Army went over to the offensive against

the Hitlerite troups and the reactionary forces all over the .

country. On October 18, a battery of the Albanian National
Liberation Army -shelled the palace in which the quisling
essembly was convened -on the initiative of the German
command.

The nazi occupation stepped up the process of differentia-
tion of forces in the country. All the reactionary groupings
and " trends which had gone over to the armed struggle
against the National Liberation Movement, rallied around the
new ooccupiers.

Internal reaction and the traitors felt less and less capable
of coping with the situation on their own. Therefore they
sought the assistance and protection of the nazis and openly
placed all their forces under the command of the latter.

. The nazi invaders made desperate efforts to put down
. the national liberation movement. During the winter 1943-
1944, the Germans, assisted by  the local traitors, undertook
a lange~scale campaign with the objective of wiping out
the National Liberation Army. Four . Hitlerite divisions,
assisted by many thousands of gendarmes, ballists and
- Zogits, about 45,0000 men all told, took a direct part in this
operation. By that time the National Liberation Army had
about 20,000 fighters operating all over Albania,

- Both in number and armaments the enemy was far
superior than the partisans who were in great shortage of
weapons, ammunition, supphes and equipment, and, moreever,
were forced to fight in the conditions of the severe winter
of our mountains.
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The German occupiers backed . up. their large-scale of-

fensive against the National Liberation Army with a wave

of terror on a scale never seen in Albania until that time.

" Whole villages were plundered and burnt down. Thousands

of men and women, young and old, even children, were

‘shot, massacred, burnt alive, 1mpr1soned or deported to

exter-mination- camps. At any moment of the day or night, -

the German . nazis, the gendarmes and ballists broke into
people’s homes, plundered them, rounded up men and wo-
men, young and old, beat them or executed them on the
spot without trial, and threw their corpses into the  gutters.

The bodies of partisans killed in battle, or murdered after

their capture or even exhumated from their graves were
often loaded on animals and paraded through streets or
exhibited in. town squares, in order to strike terror into the
hearts ~of the people. «Blood—lettmg is a radical remedy
against infection. Blood must flow in torrents in the streets
of Tirana if we want to re-establish peace. One day of
terror ensures ten years of peacel» reads an editorial of the

official press of the quisling government on February 4,

1944.

Nevertheless the peace they wanted was not re-establish--

ed. With all ‘the efforts of the enemy, their winter operation
proved a disaster for them. More than- 1,000 partisans laid
down their lives on the battlefield, but the ranks of the
National. Liberation - Army did not shrink "-or. weaken, on
the contrary grew and strengthened with the 4th, 5th, 6th
and T7th Brigades which were formed precisely at thls time.
The flghtlng, the difficulties and- privations it had to go
through, tempered the National Liberation Army morally
and made it stronger than ever. The commanders, commissars

" and . the rank-and-file fighters -gained rich. military and

pohtlcal experience. ‘On the other hand, the partisan units
and -detachments improved their armament through captur-
ing' new German weapons in the. course of fighting.
Although they ‘had ‘the advantage of the offensive, the
occupier and the traitors suffered much heavier losses than
the partisan forces. From . the. political aspect the partisans
gained the greatest victory. By this time most of the reac-
tionary forces began to understand the futility of the fight
agdinst the Natlonal L1‘berat10n Front and lost faith in

victory.

The enemy dld not succeed in destroymg either the

5— 117 A
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i iberation councils or paralyzing their activity. These
E?gt:gilzrlnél continved to give the ‘Nat}onal Liberation Army
considerable  aid by procuring sup'phes,v' equlpment,_ means
of transport, and above all, increasing its ranks with new
volunteers. They carried out a large-scale activity to keep
the morale and the fighting spirit of the people high, %o
assist the victims of the war and to save ‘the peasant masses

starvation. ) . _ '
fromhf ‘the spring 1944, the Albanian National Liberation

© Army had the initiative of the operations. In April the

i units and detachments went over to the ‘offensive
zﬁrtﬁé the country. Almost all the .regions south of the
Shkumbin River were liberated, while in Central a}nd Nf)r.t-ké-
ern Albania operations by partisan . forces- were, mbensnfled.
The occupation troops and the reactionary forces entrem.chid'
themselves in their barracks in the cities or In the fortifi
positions along the main routes and the coast. :

The situation -became even more favourfa'ble for t.he
forces of the National Liberation Army following the series
of the brilliant victories of the Red Army over the German
armlle;. these circumstances the first Anﬁi—fascist Natlona-%
Liberation Congress was held in tl}e llﬁ)e?ated_ town O
Permet. It elected the Anti-fascist National Liberation Coun-

“cil ‘as a legislative and executive body and the Anti-fascist

ional Liberatior i ith ibutes of a prov-
National Liberation Committee with the attri
isional government, with Comrade Enver Hoxha at the
ead. v ’
b Besides creating the supreme  organs of _the pgo_ples:
power, the Congress of Pérmet took the following decisions:
to bui’ld a new people’s democratic Albania according to
the will of the people as it was solemnly expressed at the

Anti-fascist National Liberation -Council today»; to prohibit:

ing ' ia; ; ition
he return of the ex-King Zog to Albania; to deny recognl
J‘Lc_o any other government that might be formed in the country

or in exile against the will of the Albanian people; to -

i d t itors until their
fight the German occupier and the local traito
to%r,al destruction and the estalbhshr?ent of the state of

le’s ‘democracy all over -the country. - ) ‘

peoppiets its first szssion the Anti-fascist National Liberation
Council took a number of decisions of major importance which
were adopted by the Congress and whlclr} cqnstltuted the
‘first laws of the Albanian state of people’s democracy. Of
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' particular importance was the revolutionary decision . to

annul all the political and economic agreements the Zog

~government had concluded with the foreign states as incompa-

tible with the interests of the Albanian people, had a
revolutionary. character and particular importance. The Coun-
cil set up a special state commission for detecting -and -
identifying - the war criminals and investigating the crimes
committed by the invader and the traitors. :

It was at this Congress that the unification of the High

' Command of the National Liberation Army and the intro-

duction of military rank were decided on. . Comrade
Enver Hoxha was appointed commander-in-chief, The Con-
gress issued the directive to form divisions and army corps.
The General Command announced the formation of the
1st Shock Division. :

The Congress reaffirmed its allegiance to the Anglo-
Soviet-American alliance and the friendship of the Albanian
people with all the peoples of the world anti-fascist coalition,
while at the same time it warned the imperialist powers that
the time when Albania could be used as a token for barter
was gone for ever. From now on Albania would decide its
own fate. The Congress publicly denounced the attempts of the

‘Anglo-American allies to.interfere in the internal political and
military affairs of Albania.

' The historic decisions. of the Congress were received
with great joy and immediately embraced by the broad
people’s masses.

Meanwhile the Hitlerite occupiers mounted the second

-large-scale opération against the partisan forces. For this -

offensive. the enemy threw. in four divisions and a half
of the Wehrmacht, and more than 50,000 gendarmes, ballists
and Zogites. This operation, too, which is known as the June

‘operation ended in complete defeat for the nazis and  the

forces of reaction. It was another proof of the invincible
strength of the National Liberation Army and the Albanian
people. From this operation the people’s army emerged strong-
er and more mature, the people were deeply resolved to
continue the war till final victory. ‘ !

The enemy operation was still going on in‘the South

-when on June 26, 1944 the forces of National Liberation

Army launched a-general offensive for the liberation of -the
territory of Northern Albania. The enemy was taken unawares,
unable to face this sudden attack. The German garrisons
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and the gangs of reactionaries, and their routes of communi-

cation were subject to daily destructive attacks by the Alba-
nian National Liberation Army. Unable to counter ‘ghe general
offensive, the enemy evacuated regions and cities it. had
previously- occupied, one after the other. By October 24, the
Hitlerites were driven out of the whole southern part’ of

. the country to the north of the Shkumbin, where in June-

July 1944, the lst and 2nd Divisions of the Albanian Libera-
tion Army had switched over to the offenswe,'the Germans
continued to only hold the cities of Elbasan, Tirana, Durrés,
Kukés and Shkodra. _ o ,

One of the more important consequences of the general

" offensive of the National Liberation Army was the complete

annihilation of internal reaction. The Balli Kombétar, the

. Legaliteti, their armed gangs and the gendarm detachments

were wiped out under the blows of the storm brigades and
divisions of the Anti-fascist National Liberation Army, the
Regéncy and the quisling government were completely
aralysed. : .
P ’1¥he battle for the liberation of the Capital — Tirana,
which went on for 19 days, from October 29 to Novgambe‘r
17, 1944, was among the great battles the National Libera-
tion Army fought in the final phase of the war. The bapﬂe
of Tirana had the character of a pitched battle. The Hitlerites
lost 5,000 men besides a considerable number of prisoners.

On November 28, 1944, the Democratic Government

chaired by Comrade Enver Hoxha enterv(_ad Tirana amidst the
indescribable enthusiasm of the population. _ ,

On November 29, 1944, with the Liberation of Shkodra

in the North, the forces of the National Liberation Arm,y
completed the liberation of Albania. The state of people’s
democracy was established all over the counftry.

'The heroic struggle of the Albanian people under.the -

leadership of the Communist Party of Albania was crowned

with complete - victory. The fascist domination in Albania

came to an end; at the same time, all dependence on the
imperialist great powers was done away with, and _all enslav-
ing links with them were severed. The Albanian people
achieved their full national independence, and the rule of the

landlords and the bourgeoisie was overthrown. Albania broke

away for ever from the world capitalist system. This was the
greatest victory ever achieved by the Albanian people through-
out their history. ’ :
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~ "The contribution of the Albanian people to the
great victory over fascism . e

. In fighting for more than five and a half years against
the occupiers, the Albanian people paid a heavy tribute in
blood and sacrifices to bring about the brilliant victory of the -
peoples against. the nazi-fascist aggressors. By fighting for

- their own national and social liberation, they also fought

.and shed their blood for the common victory of the peoples
against the fascist plague.

The partisan war waged by the Albanian people. was,
on a. world scale, a war in the rear of the enemy. Although
its objective was the liberation of the country, the National
Liberation War of the Albanian people was a support for
the anti-fascist war . of the peoples. Right from the beginning,
the Communist Party linked the war of the Albanian people
against Italian fascism and German nazism with the great
anti-fascist alliance. As a result of this correct policy, in
the course of the Second World War, the Albanian people
aligned themselves with the forces of the world anti-fascist
coalition. They fought with unexampled heroism and won a
place of honour in the war for the defeat of Italian fascism
and German nazism. B ‘

. The National Liberation War saw the participation of
70,000 fighters incorporated in three army corps, eight divi-
sions and twenty-five brigades. Besides, a great number
of people fought in the ranks of self-defence units operating
almost in all the villages of Albania. In bloody battles
the enemy suffered heavy losses, the Albanian soil became
the grave for 26,000 nazi-fascist invaders, another 21,245
were wounded and 20,800 captured.:.In other words, the
Albanian partisan forces put out of action nearly 70,000
men in active service of the common enemy. _ ' _

The nazi-fascist occupiers suffered heavy material losses
as well. The Albanian partisans.destroyed 2,100 enemy tanks,
armoured cars or military wvehicles, captured or destroyed
4,000 cannon and mortars, blew up 216 military depots,
destroyed telephone lines, repair shops and other installations
of the enemy. o

The Albanian people, relative to their numbers, carried
a very heavy burden on their shoulders. During the Second
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World war, their territory of a little more than 28,000 square
kilometres -was occupied by about 700,000 fascist soldiers
who caused incredible damage and great devastation. With
its population of 1,200,000 Albania ranked among the coun-
tries which suffered the heaviest losses during the Secomd
World War. It gave the common cause 28,000 martyrs, that
is 2.48 per cent of its population, coming up third among
"the nations of the anti-fascist bloc. Albania’s percentage of
killed in relation to its population is 3,1 times greater than
that of Britain, and 17.59 times that of the United States.

The percentage of the wounded is 11 per 1,000 inhabitants, -

that is five times more than the average of the wounded in the
countries of the anti-fascist bloc, the Soviet Union excepted,
and 34,500 people, or 3.96 per cent of the population, were
imprisoned or deported. '

The material destructions suffered by Albania were

colossal: 36.14 per cent of dwelling-houses, 850 towns and -

villages out of 2,500 Albania had at that time, were partially
or totally destroyed; entire regions such as Mallakastra,
Kurvelesh, Peza . and Skrapar were turned to ashes, many
towns, such as Leskovik, Pogradec, Saranda, Pérmet, were
burnt. down by the occupiers; all routes of communication,
port facilities, mining equipment and electric installations
were destroyed; grain stores and livestock were plundered,
and the national economy was ruined. Total material damage
is estimated at more than 1,603 million dollars, that is 1,410
dollars per head of population. But these figures fail to
illustrate the sacrifices the brave partisan fighters and
the whole Albanian people had to make. Ill-clad, barefooted,
poorly armed, often going without bread, in the snow and
" storm, they gave the enemy no respite until they liberated
the whole of the Albanian territory with their own forces.

Fighting side by side with the other peoples, the Alba-
nian partisans discharged their internationalist duty honour-
ably and to the end. When the Italian fascists attacked Greece,
the Albanian people, through bold combat actions, gave the
Greek people important assistance. In the regions of Durrés,
Tirana, and Gjirokastra, the Albanian - partisans attacked

Italian columns heading for Greece. The fascist chiels, as

well as the Western press, were forced to admit this. In
a letter addressed to Hitler on- November 22, 1940, Mussolini
wrote that the losses of -the Italian army-on the. It.a_lian;
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Greek front were the result of the «treason of the Alba-
nianss. :

General Badoglio, who replaced Mussolini in 1943 at
the head of the Italian government, wrote in his memories:
«The Greek troops are putting up stiff resistance on the
Kalamas River of the Epirus, while the Albanian troops incor-
porated in our divisions have either betrayed by contacting
the Greeks or have defected to their side.

v On December 22, 1940, the press agencies informed:
«The Albanian soldiers press-ganged into the Italian army
have mutinied yesterday in several sectors of the Italian
rear, inflicting heavy losses on the enemy before being
captured. Part of them managed to take to the mountains,
where they are carrying on their resistance». On January
4, 1941 they informed that «in the military circles it is
said that the Albanians are giving the Greeks important
assistance in their war against the Italians.» ’

The Albanian people watched the development of the
war. and co-ordinated their actions against the enemy with
those of the forces of the anti-fascist coalition. The victories
of Stalin’s Red Army in the environs of Moscow, in Stalingrad,
Kursk and elsewhere enthused our partisans who threw them-
selves into battle without sparing their lives. .

- At the moment when the Anglo-American forces landed
in France and opened the second front there, four picked
nazi divisions were nailed down in the mountains of Albanis,
engaged in the bloody battles of their June operation a-
gainst the Albanian National Liberation Army. With their
war the Albanian partisans also did their duty towards the
anti-fascist coalition.

On October 5, 1944, at the request of the High Command
of the Yugoslav National Liberation Army two brigades (the
3rd and the 5th) of the National Liberation Army crossed
the state border and carried their war against the nazis
on to the region of Kosova. Moréover, immediately after
the liberation of the  country, two divisions (the 5th and -
the 6th) of the Albanian National Liberation Army con-
tinued the pursuit of the Hitlerite invaders into the Yugos-
lav territory. The Albanian and Yugoslav partisans, fighting
side by side against the nazi hordes in December 1944
and in January-February 1945, liberated Montenegro, Sandjak -
and the southern part of Bosnia. In the battles for the libera-
tion of the peoples of Yugoslavia, hundreds of fighters of
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the Albanian National Liberation Army-laid: down' their. lives:

The struggle of the Albanian people met with .great
response and was considered an active contribution “to the
great anti-fascist war. It created the first international
premises  for the  restoration of Albania’s. independence.. It
frustrated the plans of the occupiers ‘who . tried to rally
Albania to the fascist. bloc, and aligned our country - with
the anti-fascist coalition. In December 1942, acknowledging
the: War of the Albanian people, Molotov, Eden -and Hull,

ministers - of foreign affairs of the Soviet Union, Great -
Britain and the United States ™ respectively, took- their .

stand towards the Albanian question in official declarations.
-Among other§, Molotov affirmed: «The Soviet Union, which
follows with great sympathy the valiant war of the Alba~
nian patriots against the Italian. occupiers: for the liberation
of their country, recognizes no claim of Italian imperialism-
on Albanian territory and wants to see Albania free from
the yoke of fascist occupafion and its independence restored.»
For his part, Eden declared: «The British Government
wants Albania to be liberated from the Italian yoke and
its independence restored. The form of the state and go-
vernment that will be established in Albania is up to the
Albanian people themselves to decide and this question will
be resolved at the end of the war.» o ‘
These declarations could not fail to cause great satisfac-
tion and a feeling of legitimate pride among the Albanian
people. The - official declarations of the three main powers
of the anti-fascist coalition, which recognized the inde-

~.pendence and the liberation war of the Albanian people,

confirmed that from now on Albania was recognized not
only de jure but also de facto as an ‘active member of the

coalition. The Albanian people had won' this place with.

their own heroic struggle, showing the entire world that
the true Albania was not the one which a handful of traitors
had proclaimed — «the ally of the Axis», but’ the orie which

 the insurgent people had proclaimed — the ally of ‘the nations

and countries members of the great anti-fascist coalition. These
declarations also showed that the hopes of the Albanian
communists and patriots to see their just struggle win the
support of the anti-fascist forces of the whole world, ahd

of the Soviet Union in the first place, had already become,

a reality. : fo
' The three main powers of the anti-fascist coalition -— the

" ——
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Spviet Upign, the United States and Great bBritain, sent mi-
l%lt;ary missions to the General Staff of the National Libera-
tion Army. »

Eminent Western personalities, who have never distingui-
shed themselves for their sympathy for Albania, were forced

to recognize the heroic struggle of the Albanian people.

Winston Churchill, answering an interpellation in the House -

of Commons, declared on November 4, 1943: «Thousands

- of Albanians are fighting in their mountains for the freedom

and indepquenoe of their country, and, from the reports
of the British military mission in Albania, are carrying
out brilliant actions.»

American Secretary  of State /Cordelb Hull wrote on

November 28, 1943: «The government and '
‘ , . . people of the
United States are attentively following the struggle of the

“Albanians in defence of the integrity and independence of

,thgu‘ country. We have witnessed with admiration their
resistance  against fascist Italy as well as their patriotic deter-
mination to preserve their national sovereignty. Today these
Vah'ant flghters are carrying on their struggle against the
nazi enemy. . » His successor Edward Stettinius, in a message
addressed to. Comrade Enver Hoxha on May 22, 1945, wrote,
«I am well informed of the relentless struggle the Albanian
people haye waged against aggression and I highly appreciate
the' sacrifices they have made to carry out the liberation of
their country and contribute to the final victory over the
common €nemy. . .»

The commander-in-chief of the allied forces in the

Mediterranean, Maitland Wilson, wrote in a letter addressed
to Comrade Enver Hoxha on October 12, 1944: «I have follow-
ed lerlh admiration how your National Liberation Army
h'as. discharged itself of its tasks in its brilliant actions
against the common enemy for the attainment of our com-
mon goal.» '
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THE PARTY OF LABOUR OF ALBAN-IA'

November 8, 1941, the day of the founding of the Com-
munist Party of Albania, marks a decisive turning-point in
the centuries-long history of our people, as it laid the founda-
tions on which the new, socialist Albania stands. ‘

~The forty years of revolutionary activity of the PLA are.

years of heroic struggles and battles at the head of the Alba-
nian working class and people for the liberation of the Home-

. land and the triumph of the revolution, to pull Albania out of

its poverty and backwardness and to build a new life, rich,

just and happy, as the life the Albanian people are enjoying

today. These years are a period of triumphant battles against
many enemies, internal and external, the. American-led im-

perialists and the modern revisionists — Yugoslav, Soviet, and

Chinese; and reactionaries - of all hues. These years are a
period of battles in defence of the right of our people to
live free and independent and march on the road of true

socialism and communism. :
In the report he delivered at-the 8th Congress of the

PLA in November 1981, Comrade Enver Hoxha said:

«In the future, too, the Party of Labour of Albania will '

march determined and unwavering on the brilliant road -on
which it has proceeded during the forty years of its existence.
Linked like flesh to bone with its people, at the head of them
and together with them, it will fight with devotion, sparing
no sacrifice, in order fo ensure new progress and victories for

our pepple and our socialist Homeland. ..

«In all circumstances and in any situation "our', Pérty and
people will fight to perform their national and international
tasks with honour, to build socialism successfully in Albania,
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and to ardently defend the revolutionary cause of the prole-

tariat and the peoples.» . _
The Communist Party of Albania was founded by the

Albanian communists, with Comrade Enver Hoxha at the

head, on the basis of the worker and communist movement.

It arose as an absolute historical necessity to lead the .

struggle of the people for national liberation and social eman-
cipation. ,

The PLA was formed by the amalgamation of the
Albanian communist groups into a revolutionary working

class party of the new type on the basis of the ideological

organizational principles of Marxism-L.eninism. The amal-
gamation. was achieved through the common struggle of the
communists of various groups against the enemies of the
people, against pseudo-Marxist political trends and organiza-

tioms, against alien viewpoints in the ranks of the groups

themselves, by putting the general interest of the communist
movement above the mnarrow interests of the groups. The
amalgamation was cemented with the working out and
acceptance of a single general line constructed on scientific
Marxist<Leninist bases. : ‘ :
The PLA was formed in the conditions of a backward
agrarian country. The creation of the Marxist-Leninist Party
of the Albanian working class was not hindered by the fact
that this class was small in numbers, scattered, unformed
as an industrial proletariat, and had not achieved a high
level of organizational and political maturity. In these con-

'ditions, besides the worker movement, the movement of the -

school youth served as a powerful support for the formation
of the Party. Co

The Party of Labour of Albania has been able to play:

its leading role in the revolution and the socialist construc-

tion of the country, because it has worked out and consis-

tently applied a revolutionary general line. This line has
always responded to the political, economic, social and
cultural demands of the masses, the fundamental interests
of the people and the country, the interests of socialism on
both a national and international level. '

In working out this line, the Party of Labour
of Albania has relied on the fundamental principles of
‘Marxism-Leninism, the scientific analysis of the internal and
~ external conditions, of the ratio of class forces within the
country and on the international level, and of the revolution-
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ary experience of the international communist movement. On
this basis ‘it has been able to disclose and to evaluate
correctly the fundamental contradictions in the various his-
torical stages of the revolution and to define correctly its
own programmatic aims-and tasks.

In working out its political line, the Party of Labour of
Albania always proceeded with cautious steps, has not been
hasty, nor has it delayed in taking decisions, has not closed
itself in the narrow shell of national particularism, nor has
it mechanically copied or used foreign revolutionary experi-
ence. : ‘ »
The basic principle on which the Party is built has

"always been democratic centralism, which ensures the

combination of centralized leadership with the development
of the broadest possible initiative of the party members. These
are essential conditions absolutely necessary for safeguard-

"ing unity in the party ranks. At all the major historic

turning points, thanks to its steel discipline, its Marxist- .
Leninist program and tactics, the Party of Labour of Albania

‘has always come out as a monolithic revolutionary force, and

always avoided manifestation of factionalism and oppor-
tunism. _ :

One of the most outstanding features of the PLA" is
that which stems from the very essence of democratic .
centralism — combination of centralized leadership with
collective leadership. - '

The joint co-ordinated work of the delegates to the
supreme organ of the Party — its congress, and in the inter-
val between two congresses, of the members of the Central

‘Committee of the Party, i.e., the plenum of the Central Com-

mittee, permits the Party to find the correct solutions to all the

fundamental questions of socialist construction and the best

ways of implementing the decisions adopted. :
At party meetings and in the party press all the

_communists take an active part in studying these decisions,

in discussing the program of action, in making suggestions
and proposals, in working out and endorsing this program,
and only after they are fully conscious of its correctness
they act to put it into practice. Thus the decisions of the .
leading organs express the will of all the communists and
become a guide to action for them. _
The whole activity of the Party develops in an atmos-
phere of principled criticism and self-criticism. Being in the
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lead of the most advanced class, the dPaﬁy 1gfe Iﬁ?oziro(;fs
i » dissimu : '

‘Albania never ftries to cover up or dis nulate v that

‘and shortcomings: Historical experience I b
’ ini s.and their parties fear. crl

only the declining classes . an el rties Lo tionary

and self-criticism. For its part, relying o e,

- «m-Leninism, the Party of Labour ol

theory of Marxism Leninism, L Lo O els al

aseously admits all mistakes at wo | channe's -

gﬁé?l%ﬂativexactiviﬁy of its members towards their elimination

Lot S o

Party-people unity |
. €0 ' ' _the Party
« ople do what the Party says and r
does fv};lztp’fl?s people want.» This motto reflects Ehﬁnbirrxllitg
of the working masses around the Party of Labour o ,

. which underlies all the activity of the Party and the people,

i —to-day struggle, their mutual relationship.
theer((i)a{hEeo SQZ’L; thgege is nothing dearer than the 1:ntere§;£§
of the people. In all circumstances, 1il‘us acrt;xans?ésr-elei%t: the

is and aspirations of the working . : ,
eris:c}:(ii)les and.pideas of this policy, when a@opte;l 'k;gfs tlr}(e;
gmasses become a great material force which now
Obsw'fi?'stvenlg‘ th of the Party of Labour rests in 11;‘2)3 hx;.(l;:
';;vith the masses, in its ability to win them over, gu

_ them, to sum up their experience as well as to learn from
et

themln%re«c'1sély from this stems the g_reat trust of the people

> i i le, a trust

i the unity of the Party W1th the people, a trust
;r;l;hinﬁ‘gfﬂ%’lhich lie yat the foundation of the invincibility
"the Party and . : !
g(f Jngerrtakey ever greater and more arduous tasks and accom

plish them in the best possible manner.

All citizens — workers, ‘cooperativists, employees, people

. 1] .
-~ of art and culture — whether communists or non-party

people, in all circumstances, OVEr all problems, whenever

i ice and istance.
ev are in need of advice ar}d assist; )
,zge%rhe party basic _organization which Tepr

address themselves
esents for them
licit .the”al'd
of the Party wherever.they COliIllev—lilp_ a‘glg;xin%te ggtszglfﬁe? 1{1;'12;1‘;
work or have problems in the lamity, == 7

zﬁf Party, its capability to lead and ass;st_rthgx;ll. e wwarm
‘ While the Party surrounds everyone with 1

the country it leads, which enable them:
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' ‘solicitude, on their part the entire people, everyone of them,

are boundlessly attached to it. Whenever the country has faced
-a critical situation, the Party has addressed itself to the
people and has always found their active and conscious aid.

The general line of the Party has been carried out with
success, first of all, because it has been.embraced by the
broad masses of the people, has become their line and the
masses, together with the Party. and under its leadership, have
striven with all their might to put it into practice. The Party

has won the masses by making them conscious of the correct-

ness of its line, by making ‘them conscious of the aims of
the struggle, of the difficulties, the obstacles, the sacrifices,
which are necessary to ensure victory. = )
... The close links of the Party with the masses, the con-
vincing of them in the correctness of the political line of the
Party, the transformation of the line of the Party into the
line of the masses, have become reality not only because this
line responds to the demands and interests of the people and
socialism, but also because the Party has always carried out
a practical . revolutionary activity for the application of this
line. S : :
To convinee the masses of the people, to establish lasting
bonds with them and to mobilize them in struggle and work,
a reliable weapon in the hands of the Party has been the

‘concrete, tangible, clear and militant agitation and propa-

ganda, the wide-scale, differentiated political and ideological
work for the communist and patriotic education of the masses.

Parallel with the work of agitation and propaganda, in
its revolutionary policy the Party has always followed the
principle that words must be matched with- deeds. The edu-

- cative work of the Party has always been associated ‘with

actions, with the personal example of the communists, with
their stand in the front ranks in the struggle and at work.

About every decision it has taken and in every step of ifs
activity the Party has consulted the masses, has encouraged
the criticism of shortcomings, and the free expression of -the

-opinions of the masses, has listened carefully to their demands

and proposals, has always kept in the mind the lofty. moral
and political values of the people. It has constantly drawn
lessons from the rich revolutionary experience of the mas-~
ses and has taught them. ‘ o

- . The links between the Party and the masses have been
built on sound organizational bases. Only links with the orga-

¢ — 117 A
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nized masses are true and stable links. The Party of Labour
of Albania has set up various political and economic organiza-
tions of the masses as links which connect the Party with the
masses, as powerful levers to put into practice the poli-
tical line of the Party. The programs and activities of these
organizations have always been based on the political line of
the Party. '

A very important aspect of the revolutionary practice of
the Party to maintain and to strengthen its connection with the
masses and to preserve the Partly itself from destruction under
the attacks of the class enemies is its unyielding revolutionary
stand in the face of the many difficulties it has encountered
on its way. The Party has always prepared itself and the
masses of the people to-cope with the most difficult and com-
plicated situations which arise inevitably in the course of the
revolution. Consequently it has never been taken by surprise
by the grave situations created by the enemy. In these si-
tuations the Party has not lost its bearings, has not been
seized by panic or fallen into pessimism and inaction, has not
lost its faith in its own forces and those of the people. At all
critical moments, the Party has acted with wisdom, courage
and maturity, has told the masses' the truth of the situation,
has addressed itself to them, has relied strongly on them and
has always emerged {riumphant. ' .

In difficult situations, the Party has manoeuvred with
great resiliency, but has never lost sight of its main objective
and has not deviated from the principles of Marxism-Lenin-

The stability of the connections between the Party and
the people has been tested in difficult situations, in- which
these connections have been further tempered. '

The best representatives of the working masses are ad~-
mitted to the Party. To this they are not prompted by any
personal interest, but by the desire to fight together with
the great army of communists, for the triumph of socialism
and communism. The number and quality of the members and
candidate-members of the PLA has ceaselessly increased from
one congress to the other. . : :
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Numerical increase of the candidate-members and members of the
Party‘of Labour of Albania

_ November 8th 1941 200
November 8th » 1948 45,382
March 31st 1952 44,418
May 25th | 1956 " 48,644

- Fébruary 13th | - 1961 ’ . 53,679
November - st : 1966 66,327
January- 1st | / 1971 75,673 -
November 1st ) 1976 115,000

. January dst 1961 : -
November 1st : 1981 122,60\;

One of the most outstandin
| most Q g features of the P ;
lI:)a;gki)g;r 1§)rfn t?lbﬁmﬁta Sls h1ts m-ox:a(githic organizational anzrti}(’ie?)f
j mity. I ammered out this unity and -
sergedv it in 1vrecong11ab1e struggle againséc, oppgisur?iﬁn
an Xﬁgtam:ﬁnwm, against factions and all internal enemies
the f-irsir r;oﬁtgsfi?’ig thg ,tliqui‘dationist Trotskyite trend ir;
‘ S existence, the views and ivi
the anti-party groups and ele A e
i~ . lements at no time succeeded i
crystallizing into anti-Marxist ideologi “the ranks
' ) ] ogical trends in th
ggj Iiﬁri?ﬁlg‘h;i éﬂisege‘causef t&ey were discovered and (?OI;?};)I;};?
_ e, and | use o e loyalty ‘of th i C
Mar)é‘lsm~Lenm1-sm and the line og ‘ch}(’a‘Part}f3 pommuista 19
0 preserve its unity and the correctne : i '
_ ss of its g
};}r(lfs,t {;cr}:fé iaaitﬂocfgﬁfboug of :fAlbania during the vs;hlsolg e(?fe Iﬁ;
ce on two fronts: i PP ism
and against sectarianism and do;mi‘%f‘slrrrlft right opportunism

~ The irreplaceable pilot

All the successes achieved b : ian peo 7

: _ y the Albanian ple in

(s:ﬁ?Strg(f:tl?cg and conso.l1dation- of their state of pti(:ep gicl‘?atf)}:
p of the proletariat are connected with the leading
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' ! . .
' ] th
izing ¢ the Party of Labour of Albania, with.
P organﬁllzrgllgr 1“1(-)1106};3:1):;1 at the head. The program of the ‘r;lLf:
Corpr_a ?che content, the character and orientation of thg_ :;v 0 <
dEf‘mfs nd state 1ife. The competent state organs d‘e_m. t-e; r?al
social & political, economic, socio—cultu_ral or organiza 19 2
theeérgmr e?nd alw’ay-s take account of the directives - issu
%‘; the leading organs of the Party.

In order to play its leading role in the life of the country

the Party of Labour of Albania has set up its basic orgamza‘-
i ‘ everywhere. A ‘ ‘ |
t1onsT§:ee 15&1“%\77 ﬂogsic organizations de_pgnd on the }ggk;goﬁgrg};
organs and are guided in their activity by the dec |
i of the Party. ' o
the l’i‘%%nlgag‘fga?asrries out its leading role in all sqfc:;a}a 233
state activity, first of all, through its Central .Committe
i igtri mmitbees. | | .
1 dlAStrfllg;tlgc?che decisions: taken by the party organs, t&c‘);z c%f
its highest level — the congress, are of ﬁar}tilc&larsgltg organs',
' important basis on Wwhnl¢ e state orgam:
T}ie‘yir? rsrgervizy\;oﬂg%ut the measures expressed in ]ti?ld;pjsl
lﬂety concerning the development of s_t-a.te and social t?ec 2)\17‘1 z:ms.
aen The PLA not only leads the activity of the zg% ania'gt-he
put also of all the other mass organ}zatlons (\);gf,' Alban . the
Trade Unions, the Labour Youth Union, the Wo
of Albania, cooperatives, etc.

Under the leadership of the PLA the wor‘?'rixg mzi‘s;it?glei

ited in the Democratic Front — a poweriu org T oh

lvlvrll.'lli@l'l links the broad working masses w1tht;clhe P%I;l%. Throus®

' i ' T.A mobilizes the peopie
the Democratic Front the P iz e Do
" CO tion of socialism In Al

struggle for the construct ’ I cormade
:s peport to the Tth Congress O ' , Comrac

Eﬁvggl I-llqgfch-a I;\as said: «The theory and pr\actlce %f soc;elt&zmé

the revolutionary life and ‘activity -of our Party ?ivet-" v t¥1 >

r?)ved completely that the constant pre‘siarvavt'lg)r} anJC St;ee %ate

. ing of the leading role of the Party' 1sdec151ve (1) he

e?lt}gle people and the revolution. Only under ’ohet—hea Ty

2f the Party can the people’s state power be streng(;)c igilgt and

consolidated, can the country be gefiﬁded,e \:Ihem fm alist e

P culture promoted, ine NEW 1 € q,

od X developed, o : munism ensured. It is

_stop march towards com ‘ L

agdagcliedei(‘znthatpalk the enemies; mt(_er_nal, and e;tegnalé;nzgcﬁ ?}2

{clim-es spearheaded their struggle against the Party a |
- leading role in the first plgce.» _ _
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The leading role of the Party has been enhanced and
strengthened from every point of view in every field and in
all directions. This accounts for all the successes achieved
thanks to the revolutionary drive of the masses. These have,
been endowing the state power with greater leading and
executive competences, strengthening the social base of the
economy and opening new perspectives -for its rapid develop-
ment, strengthening the faith of the masses in the possibility
of realizing the tasks of the plan, raising the scientific level
of the management of the economy along Marxist-Leninist
lines, development and the correct revolutionary orientation of
culture and education, of literature and the arts.

The strengthening of the leadership of the Party has also
raised the defence potential of the country to a higher level,
by imworoving from every point of view the implementa-
tion of the Marxist-Leninist teaching of arming and train-
ing the entire people for defence, of strengthening the popular
character of the armed forces. .

On the other hand, the leading role of the Party is reflec-
ted in the ideological and political ‘class ediication of the mas-
ses for raising the level of their consciousness as closely as
possible to its own consciousness in struggle for the implemen-
tation of tasks. - ‘

However, Comrade Enver Hoxha emphasized that the

~ leading role of the Party «is not ensured and affirmed auto-

matically; simply from the fact that the Party is in power.»
This role is enhanced and strengthened «through the persis-
tent political, ideological and organizational struggle to apply
its general line, its decisions and directives, its principles
and norms. It is strengthened through stern class struggle
against any violation and distortion of the line and directives
of the Party, against the bourgeois and revisionist ideology,
acainst the activities of the internal and external enemy and
the enemy within its own ranks. <This rqle» Comrade
Enver Hoxha points out, «is strensthened and conselidated in
the daily strusgle of the Partv at the head of the masses for
the socialist construction of the country.» :

The party basic organizations play a role of decisive im-
portance in applying the Party leadership in practice. Through
them this role in carried out in every cell of the life of the
country.. The basic organizations are fiery revolutionary
hearths where the class thinking, the proletarian ideology and .
Marxist-Leninist courage prevail in the solution of all pro-
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blems Tﬁe. life of the basic organizations is cl'lara(:‘c-erJ;ihzeIf](.e 1?)271
debaté and confrontation, %eoplg are rc;}l)l;aiytzggg&ré weithout
\ ory ‘
the work they have carried oul, ev 00y e gardless
d reservation all those Who commit m , :
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©ar te. Every higher cadre, be he a : 1 5
31'1'2}&0?’ Can ar?ny commander or party secretary, is duty

pound to give detailed account of his activity as a communist

and a cadre.

In the van of the struggle against imperialism and
modern revisionism

o itical line and in all its
In the working out of ifs pOhma%iéén!by the principle

otivity. the PLA has always been gui r
5{1}01;1;7 }ct}?e’ class struggle is the main ?OUVG; i{ggzlfstr Stgge\{;ctggifi
lution,” struction of '
of the revolution, for: the_ cons o e class

sition o communism. It has never dl :  clas
‘;,}Efuggaﬁ on the internal front from the class struggle on the

i ional arena. . . ‘
mterlr)liilglnga t}?é forty years of its existence, the 1;Ié.Aﬁ}‘;aHs1
defended with heroism the principles Oiegi?;gls{g strxlvlu e
and the interests of the people, spear ding 118 S ed by
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?235?&"5'1221,&}; Stilcéaiffgegrf‘)?neralrtlld A&Z?i%ﬁéit%l%?elggggg gf haa};
gfeafﬁggéifi Eﬁepcﬁzgg ;’Eu?gh;e?r? ﬁlde ig‘?errna‘gonal arena agairist
gﬁfesinievisionism, W_h}le fighting ;xt thoer iggrlf (:cfimmee a‘g?ggic
the other exlerna] o coril-imperialists, enemics 10

goviet social-imperialism

mies. The PLA has waged a fierce struggle against -
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only of socialist Albania but also of the other peoples and
of socialism in general. The PLA has firmly denounced the
policy of aggression and war in all the forms it is practiced
by the imperialist forces, headed by American imperialism,
and the Soviet and Chinese social-imperialist forces. The at-
tempts of American imperialism to extend its domination over
the whole world have been vigorously exposed by the PLA.
It has unhesitatingly rejected the Marshall Plan, the Truman
Doctrine and other such manoceuvrings by the government of
the United States of America. It has waged a resolute struggle
against the efforts of the imperialist forces to revive West-
German militarism, to set up military blocs, as well as against
the cold war policy. ‘ :

The PLA has always maintained that for the struggle
against imperialism and social-imperialism to be victorious, it
is necessary to constantly strengthen the unity of the revolu- °
tionary forces, to sharpen the vigilance of the peoples in the
political, ideological and military field. In this direction, the
PLA has always set the example and never spared its contri-
bution. The PLA has never been intimidated by the menaces,
pressures and aggressions of internatiorial imperialism and its
stooges;- it has never backed down in face of these enemy acti~
vities, but has forged ahead courageously and triumphantly on
its’ revolutionary road. It has vigorously denounced the cri-
minal activities of American imperialism against the PSR of
Albania, against peace and the security of the peoples, its
policy- of aggression, of cold war and brinkmanship.

The PLA has fought with exceptional severity against
modern revisionism, the offspring and agency of imperialism.
Proceeding from the teachings of Lenin, to the effect that «the.
struggle against imperialism, if it is not closely linked with
the struggle against opportunism, is a word devoid of all
meaning and a mystification,» the PLA has constantly stressed
that «without combating revisionism one cannot successfully
combat imperialism» and that «without exposing and combat-
ing revisionist demagogy and betrayal one cannot hope to win
in the struggle against imperialism and advance world revolu-
tion.» .

The PLA has made a very important contribution to the
struggle against modern revisionism through its uncompro-
mising stands of principle towards Yugoslav revisionism in
the political and ideologicial fields. The experience it has.
gained in this struggle has enabled it to -fight with success
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against Khrushchevite revisionism, which - presents itself n
even more complex forms and whose menace is even more
grav%eﬁsioniém began to manifest itself in the leadership of
the Communist Party of the Soviet Union after t.hevde-‘a»th of
Stalin; the line of revisionist 'be‘grayal crystallized at thg
20th Congress of this party at the time when I.{hrush:chev. and
his group put forward a series of theses which were al_meh
at revising: Marxism-Leninism on several key problerps suc

as® the class struggle within the country apd on -an mtern‘ﬁ—
tional scale, the dictatorship of the proletariat, the role_ of the
communist party, peace and war, the.roads_ Qf carrymgA out
the revolution and the construction of socialism, etc. nti-
Marxist theses on the relations between socialist .countr}e}s;
and communist and workers’ parties, on the relations Wl}tl

the imperialist powers and the support to be given to t vti
struggle of the peoples were also put forward. At this gop
gress, Stalin and his work were slurred, and this was done
with the aim of opening the road for the attacks on Marxism=-

. Leninism. This betrayal caused great prejudice to the socialist

int i i ; t and posed
amp and the international communist movemen v
g‘ sel-;ious threat to them. Even when the situation was mqt_
yet clear, the PLA did not adopt in essence the theses of the

20th Congress wof the Communist Party of the Soviet Union -

nor did it approve of the actions of Khrfg‘shchev.. 'I_‘h=e PL(Z;.
has always stood firm in defence of -Marmsm—Lemmsmd aqté
in a communist spirit and in a qomradely manner, made '1f

suggestions to the Soviet leadership in order to help it .re;:fu y
its attitude. While giving the enemy no occasion to pro-fltd rom
the existing differences, it courageously attacked all devia-

tions from Marxist-Leninist positions. The PLA has coura- .

nded its general line and its correct positions and

%negélzl%g ecfzinc'essionsgto the Khrushchevite theses. 1t fought
to put the Marxist line through the 1957 Moscow C-onf-erence_,
it denounced the counter-revolutionary rqle ,of modern VreX{
isionism in the events of Hungary. Stepping up its strugg 7(_3,_
against revisionism, in 1958 it 1au.r}ched the slogan «.Uricomd
promising struggle for the denunciation .an»d theoretica e;lnt
political annihilation of modern revisionisms, stressing tha
it considered this struggle one of its essential tasks. o
Until 1960, when differences in the ranks of the com-

. munist movement had not 'yet come to light: a very complex

process developed, in which the PLA had to test the nature

R I ARy

of Khrushdhevite révisionism and to oppose some of its more
flagrant manifestations in the Soviet-Albanian relations. Dur-
ing this period the PLA discovered that the Khrushchevite
revisionists capitalized on the theses of «the creative develop-
ment of Marxism-Leninism», «the application of Marxism-
Leninism in the particular conditions of each country», as
well as the slogan of the «struggle "against the. cult of the
personality of Stalin.» ' . R . ;
At the Bucharest Meeting of June 1960 the'PLA adopted
a firm stand in conformity with the Marxist-Leninist norms,
rejected the methods of the Soviet revisionists and ‘denounced
their schemes. From that time on, the struggle between Marx-
ism-Leninism and modern revisionism in the world communist
movement became even sharper. When Khrushchev and his
group stepped  up their splitting activity in order to force
the parties which defended Marxism-Leninism to their knees,
the PL/A remained unflinching, and denounced the manoeuvres
of the Khrushdhevite traitors. The struggle waged by the
PLA at the Preparatory Commission of the Moscow Conference
of 1960 and, above all, Comrade Enver Hoxha’s well-argued
and principled denunciation of the anti-Marxist theory and
practice of Khrushchevite modern revisionism, had great im-

portance for the struggle against Khrushchevite revisionism. -

At the 22nd Congress, the Khrushchevite revisionists made the
differences public and openly attacked all the Marxist-
Leninists. At that time, the struggle against Khrushchevite
revisionism entered a new phase, that of its open condemna-
tion by the world proletariat. On this occasion, on October
21, 1961 Zéri i popullit published a declaration of the CC

of the PILA which was an immediate, firm and courageous

reply to the vile anti-Marxist and anti-Albanian attacks launch-
ed publicly against the PLA at the 22nd Congress of the

OPSU. It pointed out that, faced with the assault organized -

by Khrushchev, the PLA «had facts and documents in support
of its theses, and that it would inform the whole communist
and workers’ movement and world public opinion of the truth
of the velations between the PLA and the leadership of the
CPSU, so that they would know -which side was right; it
would denounce the anti-Marxist and anti-Albanian deals of
Khrushchev and his group.» ‘
As always, the PLA was in the forefront of this struggle.
It launched the slogan «We should draw once and for all a
line of  demarcation with the revisionists in all fields;» -and
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continued this struggle uncompromisingly and ceaselessly. The-
PLA has never limited this struggle to questions concerning
directly and solely the PSR of Albania, but has extended
it to all major problems of the defence of Marxism-Leninism,
socialism, the revolution and the interests of the peoples of
the world.

. This policy thas contributed to tearing the demagogic mask
off the Khrushchevite diplomacy. The PLA has considered
equally opportunist the attitude of those trying to find a
middle line in the struggle against revisionism, the line
of the «golden mean», because, as long historic experience
has shown, this is a line of conciliation of irreconcilable op-
posites, of concepts which can in no way be reconciled, and
all such positions are unstable and temporary.

‘The Soviet leadership extended the ideological differences

with the PLA to the field of inter-state relations, going from

pressure and blackmail over to the unilateral and unjustifiable.
" breaking off of bilateral agreements in the economic, poli-

tical, military, cultural and other fields; they went so far as
to call for -a counter-revolution in Albania from the tribune

‘of the 22nd Congress of the Communist Party of the Soviet

Union. Worse still, together with the other Warsaw Treaty
members on March 1961 it plotted to dismantle the naval base
of Vlora and leave Albania defenceless in front of the 6th US
Fleet. In collusion with that fleet and other enemies of our
country it tried to carry out this dangerous plot against the
freedom and independence of Albania. ‘ :

Confronted with such a situation, the PLA had to cope
with arduous problems to ensure the intangibility of the
borders and the defence of the sovereignty of the country. But
its tasks became more difficult due to the fact that Albania
was the only country in Europe standing firmly on sound
Marxist-Leninist positions which it defended with courage
and abnegation, and following a truly internationalist policy.
Only thanks to the wise and far-sighted policy followed by
the PLA, headed by Comrade Enver Hoxha, the plans of the
Khrushchevite revisionists were turned to ashes.

Thus the PLA has defended the interests of the Albanian

people, Marxism-Leninism, the world revolution and the strug- -

gle of the peoples for national and social liberation, and
become a staunch fighter in the struggle against imperialism,
modern revisionism and the counter-revolutionary collusion
between their chiefs. This unflinching struggle enhanced even
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more the authority of the PLA in the international communist
movement and the prestige of the People’s Socialist Republic
of Albania in the eyes of the freedom and progress-loving
peoples and countries in the world.

The PLA has never ceased its struggle against modern
revisionism and especially against Soviet revisionism. The
PLA continued to wage a consistent ideological struggle of
principle against modern revisionism; it constantly exposed
the sinister anti-Marxist, chauvinist and counter-revolutionary
activity of the Soviet revisionists and their servants and the
opportunists of all colours. - :

With. their fallacious theses, according to which the
epoch of the revolutions had «gon€ by, the process of dé-
tente had began, the theory of class struggle was no longer
valid either in the Soviet Union or abroad; «peaceful competi- -
tion and coexistence» was being applied in all fields; it had
become possible to go over to socialism in a peaceful way,
etc.,, the modern revisionists and, in the first place, the
Khrushchevite revisionists not only caused great prejudice
to the world communist movement but also gave .international
capital a pledge and assurance which only the traitors and
sworn enemies of the revolution can -give. At present, the

-Soviet Union which was once the craddle of the proletarian

revolution and the hope of the oppressed peoples, has been
turned into a country where capitalism is restored in all
fields ‘and an aggressive, neo-colonialist, war-mongering
capitalist power. On their part, the former socialist countries
of Eastern Europe, which lagged along behind Khrushchev’s
bandwaggon ended up as mere vassals of the Kremlin. The
revisionist parties of those countries have become parties of
the national treason. On the other hand there is no longer

‘anything communist about the pseudo-communist parties of

Western Europe, Latin America and Asia which have embraced
revisionism. Their entire program has been reduced to a few
simple reformist demands, which, far from threatening the
bourgeois order, are intended to save it from its profound
upheavals-and make it more applicable in the new situations.

Comrade Enver Hoxha’s book «Imperialism and the Revo-
lution» came out in December 1978. It makes a dialectical and
profound analysis of the fundamental problems of our time,
of the major questions: conecerning the revolutionary and.
liberation movements in the world. At the same time it is a
clear expression of the Marxist-Leninist attitude of the PLA
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towards all the problems facing the revolutionary and }i‘be.rz?.j
tion movement today. This work enunciates with smfentlflc
arguments the Marxist-Leninist strategy of the revolution as
opposed to the counter-revolutionary strategy o.f Amem.can
and ‘world imperialism, and Soviet and Chinhese soclal-lmper'lal-
ism as well as the different trends of modern revisionism.
Volume one of Comrade Enver Hoxha’s major work «Reflect-
ions on China» came out in June 1979, followed in October
of the same year by volume two, in A}xbanian. and several
foreign languages. Extracted from the Political Diary of Com-
rade. Enver Hoxha, these reflections are a contributionn of the
PLA and Comrade Enver Hoxha to the ‘exposure of modern
revisionism in general and Chinese revisionism in particular.

On the occasion of the centenary of the birth of the great
Marxist-Leninist Joseph Vissarionovich Stalin in December
1979, Comrade Enver Hoxha’s book - «With Stalin» (Memoirs)
. came out in Albanian and in several foreign languages. A work
with a profound ideological and political ‘content, this bqvok
deals with a number of major problems of the copstructlon
of socialist society, the revolutionary and communist move-
ment and the struggle against imperialism, opportunism .and
modern revisionism, from the positions of Marxism~Lem1n1§m.
Another work by Comrade Enver Hoxha — <<Eurocommun1sm
Is Anti~communism» was published in Albtanu.an angi' spveral
foreign languages in May 1980. It is.an extensive criticism of
the anti-communist theses and concepts of the modern rev-
isionist trend which its capitalist godfathers have called «Furo-
communism». - _ ' . :

Another book in the series of memoirs ~of Comrgde
Enver Hoxha is «The Khrushchevites», published in Albanian
and several foreign languages in October 1980. It 1s‘_another
eviderice of the struggle of principle of the PLA against rev-
isionism of all hues, in defence of the purity of Marxism-

These and other works of Comrade Enver Hoxha, such
as «Yugoslav"Self—administration’ — a Capitalist Theory and

" Practice», are a clear confirmation of the principled and
unshakeable stand of the PLA in defence of Marxism-Lenin-
ism and proletarian internationalism and represent a ’vailuablreb
contribution of the PLA to the treasury of the revolutionary

- . fheory of Marxism-Leninism. »

“In his report to the 8th Congress of the I.J'LA (Novem‘bqr
1981), Comrade Envér Hoxha dealt broadly- Wlth the struggle
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against revisionism and with the revolutionary and liberation
movement at the present stage. _ :

’ Comrade Enver Hoxha stresses that our Party has cease-
lessly waged the struggle against modern revisionism of all
trends. It has deepened its ideological and. political criticism of
Khrushchevite, Chinese, and Yugoslav revisionism and. Euro-
communism, making a more comprehensive description of the
historic and social-economic causes of the emergence and
spread of these irends, and delving deeper into the process
of degeneration of those communist parties which have set
out on the road of revisionism, of their mistakes and conces-
sions in strategy and tactics. \ :

Yugoslav revisionism was the. first current of revision-
ism in power which set itself the task of undermining social- -
ism, whereas Soviet revisionism has been and remains the
most dangerous trend of modern revisionism. Qur Party of
Labour has waged a major, open and principled struggle also
against Chinese revisionism, the ideology, stands and actions
of the Communist Party of China. With the ever deepening of
the inner contradictions of capitalism and imperialism and
relentlessly mounting revolutionary wave, the revisionist cur- .

- rent of Eurocommunism has more clearly revealed its anti-

Marxist and counter-revolutionary features. , :
In his report Comrade Enver Hoxha points out that the
ideas of socialism have been and remain a great inspiring,
mobilizing and organizational force of the revolutionary
struggle of the masses. He says that for the Marxist-Leninist -
parties the times are- revolutionary, that the new Markist-
Leniniest parties are growing and tempering themselves, en-
hancing their role and activity, and.strengthening their links
with and increasing their influence on the working class and
the masses. In various countries and zones, new parties have
been created. All the conditions exist to create true revoluti-
onary parties of the working class even there where they are
lacking. ’ .
The further strengthening of the unity of the Marxist-
Leninist movement is an absolute necessity in face of the
co-ordinated activity of the imperialists and the revisionists
against Marxism-Leninism and the revolutionary struggle of

* the proletariat and the peoples.

- Consistently adhering to the principles of = proletarian
internationalism, the Party of Labour of Albania has always
striven to make its contribution to the strengthening of the




94 PORTRAIT OF ALBANIA

unity of the Marxist-Leninist movement and collaboration
among the sister parties. The Albanian Party and people will
fight in any circumstances and situation to honourably carry
out their national and international  duties, to successfully
build socialism in Albania and defend the revolutionary cause
of the proletarians and the peoples.

Chapter two

THE ALBANIAN STATE — A STATE OF THE
DICTATORSHIP OF THE PROLETARIAT

The revival of the Albanian state

Albania emerged for the first time in the modern world

- as an independent and sovereign state on November 28,

1912. It was a great victory for the Albanian people, but
their new state could not, in the conditions created, stand
firmly on its own feet and develop. For three decades in suc-
cession, it was the victim of the rapacious policy of the great
imperialist powers and the neighbouring countries. This situa-
tion continued until April 7, 1939, when it was militarily oc-
cupied by fascist Italy. : o

Faced with the loss of their independence and- subject
to the foreign yoke, the Albanian people once again took up
arms as they had-done several times in the course of their
history, and fought to drive the invaders out of their country
and build a free and independent state.

The first decisive steps -for the creation of the new Al-
banian state were taken as early as the time of the National
Liberation War. The 1st National Liberation Conference which
was held at Peza on September 16, 1942 elected the National
Liberation General Council and proclaimed that the national
liberation councils were the sole organs of people’s state
power. That was the beginning of the organization of the
state apparatus. The National Liberation General Council

‘emerged as the sole representative of the sovereignty of the

people, both in the liberated regions and in those not yet li-
berated. The decisions-of the Conference of Peza created the
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premises necessary for the recognition on the ,inft‘erna:tiomlal
plane of the war of the Albanian people in all its signifi-

- cance.

The national liberation councils had two attributes: on the
one hand, they were set up as organs mobilizing the people
for the armed uprising, and on the other hand, as organs _Of
the new people’s state power, replacing the overthrown fascist
power and preventing the re-establishment of the formexf_ state
power of the bourgeoisie and landowners. The ng‘mon_al libera-
tion councils were the basis of the new democratic state power
until the necessary conditions for the creation of a Constltue_nt
Assembly were created after the liberation of the country.

The 2nd National Liberation Conference, which was hgld

" at Labinot from 4-9 September 1943, approved T:he Constitu-
tion and Regulations of the national liberation councils.
The Constitution stipulated that these councils «represented
the civil power of the country- in the liberated areas, that'
they were «the nuclei of the political power of the Albanian
people» and that «the . people themselves would . choose the
form of regime after the liberation of the gountry.»_

The Regulations stressed that the councils were «demo-
cratic organs and the real people’s power», that they were
clected «democratically» and that all citizens above 18 years
of age had the right to equal vote, «irrespective of their
political and religious convictions, with the exception of spies
and traitors to the country-.

The decisions taken at the lst Anti-fascist Congress of

of Pérmet, on May 24, 1944 and those of the Conference of
Berat, in October 1944, had particular importance because they
laid the foundations of the new Albanian state and defined its
international position. At the Congress of Pérmet, the _Al—
banian people expressed their desire to have «a new regume
in- Albania which would be a sure guarantee for the future,

would mark the triumph of democracy and make impossible |

the re-establishment of the Zog regime». It elected the Anti-
fascist National Liberation Council, which represented the

sovereignfly of the people and the state as well as the Anti- |

fascist National Liberation Committee vested with the attributes
of .a provisional government.

The decisions of the Congress of Pérmet banned ex-King "
Zog from returning to Albania and recognized no other govern= i
‘ment which might be formed inside the country or in exile i

against the will of the Albanian people. . -
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The Congress of Pérmet dealt a -decisive blow at the
schemes and ambitions of the imperialist powers against
Albania. In regard to the principles to be pursued in foreign
policy, the Congress decided «to annul all :the political and
economic agreements the Zog government had concluded with
_foreign states, as incompatible with the interests of the Al-
_banian people», and «to recognize no agreement, no interna-

. tiongl engagement which may have been concluded in Al-
.bania or abroad by the reactionary cliques either in the name

of a political group, or in the capacity of a government-.

These decisions prodlaimed publicly that only the organs
elected at the Congress of Pérmet, which had emerged from
the armed struggle of the people, could represent Albania and
the Albanian people; they also affirmed the principle that it
“would not share power with any reactionary political group
or clique. In the field of international relations, the decisions
pointed ouft, the Albanian state would defend the interests of
the people and the Homeland, by pursuing an independent
national policy. ; o

At the 2nd Session of the Anti-fascist National Liberation
Council, which was held in October 1944 in the liberated city
of Berat, the Anti-fascist National Liberation Committee was
changed into the provisional Democratic Government of Al-
bania. The Anti-fascist Council and Committee stood firmly
for respecting the principle of equality and mutual benefit in
international relations.

In the declaration made at the 2nd Conference of the Anti-
fascist National Liberation Council, the government pledged
before the Albanian people that it would loyally carry on the
functions of the Anti-fascistt National Liberation Committee
elected in Pérmet and fight «for the speedy and complete
liberation of Albania, for the defence of the independence of
the Albanian state», and «reconsider and annul all the po-
litical, military and economic agreements concluded by ex-King
Zog’s regime with foreign states.»

~ The program of the Democratic Government defined the
principles of the foreign policy of the new Albanian state,
the establishment of relations of collaboration with the other

~states.

Thus, - upon tLiberation, the Albanian pkeople had
already established their state power, set up the organs of.
state power and administration, built at the cenire and

7 =117 A
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i ¢ le them to better
the base a structure which would enab _ te
i:’)pe with the tasks of the day and carry out their foreign

policy. B
The destruction .of the old state apparatus and the
establishment of the people’s state power

: : ‘ fted on the
he people’s state power was not a power gra
old srfatee I;)>ovs1?er of the bourgeoisie or an amalgamation of Toth.

" On the contrary, it was born and consolidated on the ruins of

; ower of oppression and exploitajcion. ‘
the g‘lr%)rg the first p&onths after Liberation, the old stﬁz
administration was ,oomplete_ly 1iqélid\at<€d.l A S?iim 1 jl:'?sp?cgathev
. set up from the ministries and cenira in o
\c%tsrtsseancﬁl) people’s police. Elections to the local organs = th:
people’s councils, took place all over the country — In Vi ages,

| -political organs of the new state power, both at the centre and

in the districts. ‘At the same time, all laws, decrees, and rules

promulgated during the Italian or German occupation were -

" abrogated and declared mull and void.

On September 26, 1945 the Anti-fascist National Libera-

itutional Assembly.
i uncil adopted the law on the Constitutional
%(k)l?s (ig&n stipula%ed that the A&sem‘blﬁri Wo:iﬂ?ﬁs ge;ﬁiet ﬁ)él ;32
o * . . K O .
form of the regime and that it ‘wpu ? orse e omal
roved before its convecation by- the Antl '
EEi)!geraticm Council and its %Wesldéncy.c' IM.; 1;5;1;30 32(Iinih‘gr?§\,ﬂ tgle)
_fascist National Liberation ouncii ap D
&r}ahefgcsgilosns of the representatives of the people to the Consti

tutional Assembly and the law on the establishment of‘electoral ;

lists.

frage, with secret and direct ballot. The elections demonstrated

i 1 : atic Front
' ie endorsed the policy of_the'Democra.
grlg‘g ttklllee péggnmunist Party of Albania, its organizer and :

guide.

political form of the state was resolved by the. Albanian peo-

' fi ime in its history our .
December 2, 1945, for the ﬁlrst time in its ! r
coum(t)rr;7 had truly democratic elections based on universal suf

] i \ ' nergi the elections .
he Constitutional Assembly emerging from 1S
was Tc%?me%gfilon January 10, 1946. On January 11, 19;}6t }:; .

~proclaimed Albania a People’s Republic.” The question o

THE STATE OF THE DICTATORSHIP OF THE PROLETARIAT 99

ple themselves and the monarchy of Zog was abolished of-
ficially, «de jure-. o

After the proclamation of the People’s Republic of Al-
bania, the Constitutional Assembly met on March 14, 1946 and
adopted the Constitution of the People’s Republic of Albania,
its draft having been discussed at large meetings by the
working people of town and countryside. Its historic task ac-
complished, the Constitutional Assembly was turmmed into the
People’s Assembly. .

The proclamation of the. Constitution was an event of
major importance for the new Albanian state. It sanctioned the
social regime of the People’s Republic of Albania, the class
structure of society, its economic base, the rights and funda-
mental. duties of citizens, the System of state organs, their
sphere of competences as well as the electoral system.

' The new state apparatus was built on the basis of the
national liberation councils, in their capacity as the sole re-

" presentative organs. The administrative apparatus was set up

in compliance with the needs of the country. People who had
collaborated with the enemy or who were notorious for their
anti-people activity were expelled from the ministries and the
other mechanisms of the administration. ' '

The organization of a modern people’s army and the crea-
tion of the organs of State Security for the defence of the
achievements of the people’s revolution had particular impor-
tance. Right from the beginning, co-ordinating their activities
with those of the People’s Defence (State Security), the armed
forces fought against the remnants of the reactionary bands
and foiled the plots hatched up by the imperialists. The sup-
port of the broad masses of town and countryside for the new
people’s power, its close links with the masses, enabled it to
nip in the bud all the attempts of the hostile forces to organize
centres of resistance. However, the struggle against bands of
eriminals or subversive agents sent in from abroad went on
for several years.

In order to ensure public order, the state power set up,
after Liberation, the people’s police and a new judicial appara-
tus in the service of the people. These organs played an-impor-
tant role in the struggle against fascist remnants.

In this period, the-struggle of the forces of reaction against
the people’s power assumed various forms. Along with the
resistance of the armed bands, which were particularly active

 immediately after Liberation, the overthrown exploiting clas-
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ses increasingly resorted to other forms of struggl.e, especially
hatching up plots and setting up counter—re;volutlonary _orga;
nizations in close collaboration with the espionage agencies o

the imperialist powers, and trying to hamper and w_reol; the
reconstruction of - the national economy, which, bes_ldes -the
burden of backwardness inherited from the -_past.anﬁ-popular
regimes, worked to overcome €normous difficulties and cope

i he devastations of the war.
Wltthowever, suppression of the hostile activity of the over-
thrown exploiting classes was only one _aspect of the po:hciy
of the people’s power towards them. This aspect was mainly
a reflection of the determination of the people to defend their
achievements and to ensure that.all the attempts at r.estormg
the former order of things were foiled.” In the -meantime, t%e
principal objective of the people’s power was 1o _prqmote the
revolution, to carry out the radical economic and social trans-
formations which would pave the wa‘x for the constructhn
AL m. ) .o .

ot S()Iﬁaﬁlsis way, the new democratic state played. a dec1s1vt;
role in the whole life of the country. The establishment Ot
the people’s state power marked a radical t}lm'mgapomt in
the history of the Albanian people and the beginning of a rnewﬁ
stage in ifs existence. Albania broke away once and for a

from the imperialist and capitalist system, and the Albanian

" people embarked on the broad and brilliant road of the

construction of socialism, in which eve.ryfnhimg is done in the
name of the working people and in their interest.

The essential functions of the Albanian
- socialist state

e carrying out of the directive of the 6th Congress of
the g;;;t}; of L};.bnﬁlr of Albania, work began for drat‘tmg a
new Constitution of the Republic. To this end, a broad gnd
deep-going study was carried out of the gregt .traxns.format%onls
that had taken place in Albania in the political, ideological,

. economic, social and cultural fidlds after the adoption, in

1946, of the first Constitution of the People’s Republic of Al-
bania, to which in the course of years a'num‘belzr of amend-
ments had been made by the People’s Assembly of the PR
of Albania. The People’s Assembly charged a special com-
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mission, headed by Comrade Enver Hoxha, with drafting a
new Constitution. After long and fruitful work on January.
21, 1976 the commission published the full text of the «Draft-
Constitution of the People’s Socialist Republic of Albania».

: Referring to it, at the 7th Congress of the PLA Comrade
Enver Hoxha. pointed. out, «The 6th Congress of the Party
put forward the task of drafting the new Constitution and
instructed that it should be the continuation of the existing
one, which would express the continuity of the revolution in
Albania, the uninterrupted struggle to guarantee the freedom
and. independence of the Homeland and the building of
socialism. On the other hand, it had to take into account our
present reality, the stage which the development of the revolu-
tion has reached. The new Constitution must sanction the
major revolutionary fransformations carried out and the suc-
cesses achieved, must reflect the general line of the Party
for the complete construction of socialism and the further
development of our state of the dictatorship of the proletariat.
The old Constitution was the Constitution of the building of
the foundations of socialism, whereas the new Constitution
will be the Constitution of the complete construction of so-
cialist society.»

Although the old Constitution contains a number of
juridical and political norms whidh at present have become
too narrow and do not correspond to the development and
deepening of the revolution on a broad front, still it made
an. effective contribution fo the great achievements of the
country. At the time when the old Constitution came in

-force (March 1946), the Party and the country were faced -

with . immense and complex problems. For example, the
people’s state power had to be consolidated and perfected, the
frenzied resistance of the -overthrown exploiting classes and
their endeavours to bring back the past smashed, the old =
economic relations liquidated and replaced with new, socialist .
relations, - the small-scale production of commodities con-
trolled and restricted, and the strata of the petty-bourgeoisie
of town @nd countryside, and first of all the working pea-
santry, drawn onto the road of socialism. The centuries-old
backwardness inherited from the past had fo be overcome,
the defence of the Homeland constantly strengthened and,
along with all this, a profound change in the mentality of
people on the basis of the proletarian world outlook and
morality brought about. ‘




~ tion of the people in a question of so great importance. The

 was a clear expression of our socialist- democracy in action
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their first major victory in 1912, with the creation of the
independent Albanian national state. )
‘The Introduction says, «The national democratic and
revolutionary movement was given a new impulse and content
with the triumph of the great October Socialist Revolution
and with the spread of communist ideas, which marked
a decisive tuming-point for the fate of the Albanian people,
t00.»
In the grave situation created by the fascist and nazi
occupation, the treachery of the ruling classes, which, as
they had always done, made common cause with the foreign
occupiers, the Introduction points out, the Albanian people, -
under the leadership. of the Communist Party (today the
Party of Labour) of Albania, united in the National Libe-
ration Front, rose to their - feet, and arms in hand hurled
themselves into the greatest war of their history for national
and social liberation in the fire .of the war for freedom,
and on the ruins of the old state power, the new Albanian
state emerged as a state of people’s democracy. «On November
29, 1944, says the Introduction, «Albania® won genuine
independence and the Albanian people took their fate into
their own hands. The people’s revolution triumphed and a
new epoch, the epoch of socialism, was opened. '
After the establishment of the people’s state power under
the leadership of the Party of the working class, great
socio~economic changes were carnied. out. The domination by
foreign capital and plunder of the country’s riches was ended;
the capitalists and big landowners were expropriated and
the main means of production passed into the hands of the
people; the way was opened for the socialist industrialization
of the country; the Land Reform and the collectivization of
agriculture set the Albanian peasantry on the road of social~
ism. Likewise, social ownership over the means of production
and the single system of socialist economy, which prevails
_in town and countryside, replaced the private ownership
and. the multi-form economy. With the liguidation of the
exploiting classes and the establishment of new, socialist,
relations of production, exploitation of man by man was
liquidated once and for all. The entire social development
proceeds consciously, according to plan, and in the interest
of the people. ‘ o .

The Introduction has - it clearly, «In socialist Albania,
the working class is the leading class of the state and the

The draft-Constitution was ‘submitted for study to the
working masses all over the country for several months.
This was the first stage of the active and democratic participa-

second stage was characterized by thousands of contributions
to the discussion, proposals and suggestions by the working
masses about the content and the form of the document.
They were recorded and studied with * great attention by
the special commission. All suggestions improving on the
document, which has fundamental importance, were included.
in the draft-Constitution of the People’s Socialist Republic
of Albania before it was definitively adopted by the competent .
organs of the Party and the state. The Constitution” 'was
endorsed by the People’s Assembly on December 28, 1976.
This is what Comrade Enver Hoxha has said in this
respect at the 7th Congress of the Party: «About 1,500,000
people, practically all the adult population of the country;
participated in the meetings which * were held, and about
300,000 people contributed to the discussion. .. That great
popular discussion, characterized by a free and fruitful
thrashing out of opinions, by lively and constructive debate,

and of the genuine sovereignty of the people. It demonstra-
ted in practice that in socialist Albania the people are the
masters, that nothing is done against their will. «To the
poor», said an ordinary peasant ‘during the ‘discussion of the
draft-Constitution, ~«the word ’law’ once had a terrible
sound. Tt meant a threat of starvation, a threat of imprison-
ment, a threat of death. Today, the people make the law
themselves, and they do so for their own. good.» ‘

Obviously, the draft-Constitution was received with great
enthusiasm by all the working masses of the country, because
it reflects the aspirations and the ‘will of the entire people
who were given the world’s most advanced Constitution.

~ The Constitution of the People’s Socialist Republic of

Albania consists of an Introduction and three main parts of 10
chapters each, and 112 articles. o '

The Introduction evokes the thousand-years long history
of the Albanian people, characterized by fierce struggles a-
gainst external and internal enemies for freedom and national
independence, for land and for their language, for bread
and social justice. After centuries of bondage they achieved
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society. New relations of mutual assistance and cooperation

have been established between the two. friendly classes of
our society — the working class and the cooperativist pea-
santry, as well as the stratum of the people’s intelligentsia.
The work readily contributed by free people has become the

- decisive factor in the flourishing of the socialist Homeland, -in

raising the general and individual well-being.» «Albania has
overcome its age-old backwardness and has been transformed
into a country with advanced industry and agriculture.»
.After mentioning the outburst of the creative energies
of the people, the emancipation of the Albanian woman, the
great progress made in the field of education, culture and

science, the smashing of the foundations of religious obscur-

antism, the moulding of the moral figure of the working
man, his consciousness and world outlook on the basis of the
proletarian ideology which has become the dominant ideology;
the Introduction points out: «Socialism has shown its absolute
superiority over the old exploiting order.»

The great historic changes have created new conditions
for the continuous development of the revolution and socialist
construction. ' ' , ‘

The Introduction says, «The waging of the class struggle
in favour of socialism, the continuous-strengthening of the
state of the dictatorship of the proletariat and the deepening
of socislist democracy, the development of the productive
forces and the perfecting of socialist relations of production,
the steady vaising of the well-being of the working masses,

the gradual narrowing of distinctions between industry and

agriculture, town and country, mental and physical labour,
the affirmation of the personality of man within the socialist
collectivity, the mastering of contemporary technology and
science, -the continuous revolutionization of the entire life
of the country, are the main ways through which the socialist
society is growing stronger and advancing.»

, After affirming the determination of Albania to face up' ‘
to any enemy of the people’s state power and the achieve--. '

ments of socialism, in the part dealing with the foreign
polidy, the Introduction says: «Socialist Albania is always

- an active factor in the struggle for national and social libera-

tion, for peace, freedom, and the rights of all the peoples
against imperialism, reaction, and revisionism. In its foreign

policy it is guided by the great ideas of socialism . and.

communism, and fights for their friumph the world over.
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In conclusion, the Introduction reads: «The Albanian
people have found constant inspiration in the great doctrine
of Marxism-Leninism, under the banner of which, united
round the Party of Labour and under its leadership, they
are carrying forward the construction of socialist society to
pass Over, later, gradually to communist society.»

i

*
L *

The first part of the Constitution consists of two chap-
ters. Chapter One describes the social order of the country;
the, political order; the economic order and education, science
and culture. '

The Pdiitical Order

Article One states «Albania is a People’s Socialist Repu-
blic», and as a consequence the PSR of Albania is a «state of
the "dictatorship of the proletariat, which expresses and
defends the interests of all the working people. The PSR of
Albania is” based on the unity of the people around the
Payty of Labour of Albania and it has as its foundation the
alliance of the working class with the cooperativist peasantry,
under the leadership of the working class» (Article 2)... The
Party of Labour of Albania, the vanguard of the working
class, is logically the sole leading political force of the state
and society. ‘

«In the PSR of Albania the dominant ideology is Marxism-
Leninism. The entire socialist social order is developed on
the basis of its principles» (Art. 3). '

To understand the great theoretical and practical im-
portance of the first three -articles of the mew Constitution,
account must be taken of the nature and role of the state
" in society. In a society consisting of antagonistic classes, the
state is only an organ in-the hands of the class in power,
intended to exercise the political, economie, social, ideological
domination and exploitation of this class on the other classes
which are not in power. In other words, it is an' apparatus,
which in terms of its contént and form, crushes the resistance
of the oppressed classes and «legalizes» the oppression
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‘exercised by the dominant class. So it is an organ of vjolence.

History demonstrates very clearly and- in an irrefutable
manner that, for example, the feudal order was nothing
other than the domination of the landowning nobility on
the rest.of the society through the monarchy and the church,
it shows that the capitalist order is nothing other than the
domination and exploitation of the proletariat, the peasantry
and other working masses by the bourgeoisie through «parlia-
mentary democracy». No matter how much it is trumpeted
that a king is such «by the grace of god», that bourgeois «de-
mocracy~ is-based on the «freedom, equality and fraternity» of
citizens, violence still remains violence. Just as the bourgeoisie
overthrew feudalism and established its power through vio-
lence, so did it to maintain itself in power and carry out its
exploitation of the working class, the peasantry and. the
other working people of town and country. The bourgeois
state is nothing other than the dictatorship of the bourgeoisie,
that is, of the minority, over the oppressed classes, the majo-
rity of the society. ' ' , :
In Albania, too, the feudal landlords and the bourgeoisie
had created their state in order to exercise through it
their dictatorship over the classes they exploited. The feudal

~ landlords and the bourgeoisie, instead of defending the

freedom and independence of the country, made. common
cause with the nazi-fascist invaders in order to crush the
resistance of the people and strengthen their power, always
through violence. It is still through violence, through the
armed ‘struggle that the working class, the most advanced
class of the country, led by its vanguard — the Party, and
in alliance with the working peasantry and the other working
people of Albania, all united in the National Liberation
Front, drove out the invaders, crushed the feudal landlords
and the bourgeoisie and established the people’s power, thus
opening for the country the brilliant perspective of a better
future in all fields. If in the past the feudal landlords and
the bourgeoisie, which constituted only a small minority,
had the right to exercise their dictatorship over the working
masses of town .and country why should then the working class,
which together with the peasantry constitutes the overwhelm-

ing majority of the population, not have the more than

legitimate right to exercise its dictatorship over its over-
thrown enemies? We do not hide the fact, indeed, we admit
it openly that the People’s Socialist Republic of Albania is
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a state of the dictatorship of the proletariat. Why? Because
the: 'dlctatorship of the .proletariat expresses and defends
the inferests of all the working people of the country. So
it~ is the broadest and most profound democracy human
history - has gveruknown. ‘Tt is the revisionists and capitalists
that are afraid, and they have good reason for this, of saying
openly that their power is nothing other than a dictatorship
exeymged over the working people, that is, the overwhelming
majority of the population. Such words as «parliamentary
democracy» and «state of the entire people» are only lies.

Hence, the new Constitution does not conceal its class
character. It proclaims and sanctions very clearly the cha-
racter of the Albanian state as a state of the dictatorship
of the proletariat. At the 7th Congress of the Party, Com-
rad.e Enver Hoxha points out, «The draft-Constitution is a
vivid reflection of genuine socialist democracy and humanism.
It is a confirmation of the teachings of Marxism-Leninism
that the dictatorship of - the proletariat is inseparable from
the broadest, most thorough-going and complete democracy
for the working people. Ensuring broad socialist democracy

- constitutes a fundamental condition for the protection and

strengthening of the dictatorship of the proletariat itself
just as the dictatorship of the proletariat constitutes an
1ndaspensa@ble and decisive condition for the existence of
genuine democracy for the working people.» :

The new Constitution recognizes the Party of Labour-

" of Albania, the vanguard of the working class, as the sole

political leading force of the state and society (Art. 3). And
this reflects the real state of things in Albania. The Party,
which organized and led with great determination and far-
sighbedne:ss the National Liberation - War, which is day by
ddy leading the people from victory to victory, which is
the brain and soul of all the working masses, the architect
of socialist Albania, has been and will always be the sole
leading political force of the state and society. This is one of

its most legitimate rights.

] The bourgeois ideologists scream themselves hoarse that
in Albania there is no democracy because there is only one
party and not many parties, as in their countries. We say to
these demagogues that in Albania there are no antagonistic
classes, there are no exploiters and exploited, there are no
groups with opposing interests within the same class, as is
the case with the capitalist countries. The only existing classes




. proletariat still better, to create the best possible conditions

" the restoration of capitalism. In this respect our Constitution
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are the working class and the cooperativist peasantry, .which
have the same interests and the same aims, and therefore
have no reason to oppose each other. .
~ The existence of many parties in the capitalist countries
does not prove the «democratic» character of their regime,
but on the contrary, the existence of many classes: and groups
with antagonistic  interests. If in some capitalist countries
there is a party of the working class, this is only a result
of the struggle of the latter to free itself from the yoke of
the bourgeoisie. It-is not the bourgeoisie which donated- this
right to it. It is the proletariat that has won it through
fierce struggle. R : '
The plurality of parties in the capitalist countries does
not prove in the least the democratic character of the regime,
it. only reflects the multiplicity of groups with opposing
interests in the ranks of the bourgeoisie itself. This is even
better understood if we take account of the fact that the
law prevailing in the bourgeois society is the law of the
jungle. : , 4
In his report to the 7th Congress of the PLA, Comrade
Enver Hoxha pointed out that the new Constitution «is .
permeated through and through by the ideology and funda- .
mental principles of Marxism-Leninism, embodies the teach-
ings and the revolutionary experience of our Party of Labour,
and bears the stamp of the creative thinking of the broad
masses of our people... The new Constitution also serves
as a program of struggle and work for. the future. Its aim
is to give the maximum scope to- the. development of the
productive forces and the relations of production of a genuine
socialist society, to open the road to the revolutionary eman-
cipation and education of our new man, to safeguard and
strengthen the socialist order and the dictatorship of the

People’s So'.ciali-st-Repuing of Albania is' constantly developing
the revolution, relying on the principle of ‘the class struggle.
Article 5 of the new Constitution says: :
«All state power in the  People’s Socialist Republic of
Albania derivates from and belongs to the working people.

- «The Wprking class, the cooperativist peasantry and the
other working people exercise their state power through
the representative organs as well as. directly. '

«The representative organs are the People’s Assembly
and the people’s courts.

«No one else apart from the organs expres i

in this Constitution, can exercise t§e sov}éfeigrﬂg’r %?Eflrgﬁz
people and any of its attributes in the name of the People’s
Socialist Republic . of Albania.» -

According to the new Constitution, the rep: entati
organs wield both legislative and executive pox(:rpelfsﬁﬁt{}t;;"f
a.11 t}_le state organs carry out their activity under theix,'
direction and control. Thus, the state organs are responsible
before _the representative organs and render account to. them
for their work. But the representative organs, on their part
have to render account before the people, and in the las‘é
analysis, it'is the people themselves that govern the country.
’I}he electors have the right to recall their representative at any
time W}}en he has lost their political trust, when he does
not fulfil the tasks he is charged with, or when he acts in
contravention of the laws. (Art. 8) :

«Qur socialist democracy has. guaranteed the working
people the important right to have their say in the solution
of social and state problems, to exercise control over every-
body qnd everything, to participate effectively on a broad
g‘oale, in an organized way and in the most various forms
in the administration of the country. The Partly considers
this partl.mpajtio»n and its constant extension as the funda-
mental direction of the development of socialist democracy
as a great motive force to promote the socialist const‘ructior;
and as one of the most important factors to protect our
stat'e' ax}d our society against the danger of bourgeois-
revisionist degeneration. This line of the Party has been
fully sanctioned in the new Constitution» (E. Hoxha, Repor
to the 7th Congress of ihe PLA). ’ i
The representative organs are elected by the people
through universal suffrage by equal, direct andy‘secret' %alll::)t.

for the country on its advance towards communism. ... This
document also sanctions the juridical, political, ideological and
economic dispositions to bar the way to revisionism and

constitutes a valuable creative contribution of the Party of
Labour of Albania to the theory and practice of scientific
socialism.» : S
" In order to attain its goal — the final triumph of the
soclalist road over the capitalist road, -and to realize the
complete construction of socialism and communism, the
!



|

|
i
H
i

110 . PORTRAIT OF ALBANIA

A special law regulates the organization and process of
elections. . :

The new Constitution -emphasizes that all the functionar-~
jes, not only those elected but also those appointed by - the
state, render account before the masses and are under their
direct control. Thus the struggle against the danger of
estrangement of the representative organs from the people:
the struggle against bureaucracy and the tendencies to place
the executive and administrative.organs above the represen-

- tative organs of power, is sanctioned in the Constitution.

As Article 9 of the Constitution says, the officials serve
the people and render account before them. They participate
directly in work in production and are paid salaries in fair
ratio with those of the workers and cooperativists, with
the aim of preventing the creation of a privileged stratum.

Article 10 of the Constitution has great importance
because it sanctions the duties of the working class, as the

leading class of the society, .the cooperativist peasantry, as.

well as the other working people, who under the leadership
of the Party of Labour of Albania exercise «direct and

organized control over the activity of state organs, economic -
-and social organizations and their workers, for the purpose

of defending the victories of the revolution and strengthening
of the socialist order.» , :

Another article of the Constitution sanctions the princi-
ple of the development of the political and economic line
through a fair combination of the centralized direction with
the creative initiative of the local organs and the masses
of the working people, in struggle against liberalism.

At the 7th Congress of the Party Comrade Enver Hoxha
pointed out, «The building and functioning of the entire
socialist state and social mechanisms proceed on the basis of
the principle of democratic centralism, the essence of which
is the centralized leadership by the working class of the
entire life of the country through its Party and the proletarian
state, the combination of centralized management with the
creative initiative of the local organs and the working
masses.» _ . : ‘
Article 13 of the Constitution says that «The state relies
on the social organizations, cooperates with them, and creates
conditions for the development of their activity. The social
organizations unite the masses and broad strata of the peo-
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ple, draw them, in an organized way, into the running of
the country, the socialist construction and the defence of"
the country, work for their communist education and take
care of the solution of their individual problems.

The prmcipal social organizations in Albania are: the
Democratic Front of Albania, a broad political organization
which unites in its ranks all the working masses of town and
country; the Trade Unioms, which envelop the workers and
employees; the Albanian Labour Youth Union; which com-
prises all young men and women from 15 to 26 years of
age; the Women’s Union of Albania which unites in its
ranks the women of town and countryside, both workers:
and employees.

A-rticle 14 of the Constitution states that «In the con-
struction of socialism, the People’s Socialist Republic of
Albania relies mainly on its own forces». At the 7th Congress
of the PLA Comrade Enver Hoxha pointed out in this con-

" nection, «Just as the freedom and independence is not dona-

ted, neither are the revolution and socialism imported.
They are the outcome of the resolute revolutionary struggle
of the broad working masses of each country with the working
clas.s-.at the head, and under the leadership of the Marxist-
Lemmst Party. The principle of self-reliance does not rule out
the internationalist aid of the proletariat, revolutionaries, and

socialist countries. However, the external factor, international-

ist solidarity and aid, is an auxiliary and complementary
element, but not the decisive one, despite its great importan-
Cceo» - '

«In the National Liberation War as well as in the con-
struction and defence of socialism, our Party has resolutely
appLied the Marxist-Leninist principle of self-reliance. Preci-
sely’ for this reason our country successfully dealt with
the nazi-fascist occupiers as well as the pressures and block-
ades of the imperialists' and revisionists, has built a powerful
and independent economy and developed a powerful and
reli‘able defence potential, and a culture and art of a sound
soc1fa1ist content. By  undeviatingly pursuing the Marxist-
Leninist course of self-reliance, Albania will attain new, even
greater victories in the complete construction of the socialist
society.» :

Article- 15 defines the principles of the foreign policy
of our country.. : : : . :
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- «In foreign relations the People’s Socialist Republic of
* Albania proceeds from the principles of Marxism-Leninism

and proletarian internationalism, supports the revolutionary

movement of the working class and the struggle of the peoples
for freedom, independence, social progress and socialism and
relies on their solidarity. : ‘
«The People’s Socialist Republic of Albania is for peace
and good neighbourliness, for relations with all states on

the basis of equality, respect for sovereignty, non-interference - 3

in internal affairs and mutual benefit.

"~ «The People’s Socialist Republic of Albania opposes
any form of aggression, colonial exploitation, tutelage, dictate
and hegemony, national oppression. and racial ‘discrimination.
It upholds the principle of ‘self-determination of the peoples,
the exercise of full national sovereignty and equality of
all countries in international relations. '

That foreign policy clearly expresses' the nature of the
Albanian state itself — the policy of a genuine socialist coun-
try. Socialist Albania supports and will support the revolutionary
movements of the working class and the struggle of the peoples
tor their freedom, independence and social progress. Socialist
Albania has been and will. always be for peace between the
peoples and for the establishment. of relations of good neigh-
bourliness with the neighbouring countries, for relations with
“all the states on the basis of the principle defined by Article
15 of the Constitution. Our country has alwalys respected
and will respect in-the future, too, the sovereignty of other
countries; it has never interfered in their internal affairs;
just as in the past, it will niever allow anyone to trample on
its sovereignty and interfere in its internal affairs. Socialist
Albania has always energetically condemned the acts of
aggression perpetrated by the imperialists and social-impe-
rialists and has asked the international organizations to
pass severe punishment on the aggressors. Socialist Albania
has always been against the policy of expansion, colonization,
hegemony of the two superpowers — the USA and the Soviet
Union, and all the countries whidh follow and pursue that
policy. v ' '
Facts have proved exactly what we have said; thanks

to its correct, sure, clear and at the same time energetic ¥

policy, ‘Albania has won the sympathy of all the peoples of
the world. The authority of socialist Albania in the interna-
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tional arena has remarkably grown, because the greatness of
a country is measured neither in millions of square kilometres
nor in millions of inhabitants, but in the first place in the
ideas ‘which inspire it and which it defends. '

The -ecomnomic ‘order

. Ih-e economy of the People’s Socialist Republic of Alba-
nia is a socialist economy, which is based on the socialist
ownership o'f.’d.he‘ means of production. In our country there
areln‘(t);a gxplmtmg classes, because private property and the
?fﬁoi Odl_dei‘ll(.)n of man by man have been liquidated and are

Socialist property enjoys special protection f:
state, because it constitutes the inpviolabléO base tofnhhirggéia%ﬁ
orfier, the source of the well-being of the people and of the
might of the Homeland. This is sanctioned .in, Articles 16 and
17 of the Constitution. In Albania there are two kinds of
socialist property of the means of production:
— state property -
X-t'colope;ativist property in agriculture
rticle 18 of the Constitution says, «State pro '
!oelongzs to the whole people and is the higrhest form OI; gg&:ﬁ
1§t property. The following are property of the state alone:
the land and underground riches, the mines, forests pastures.
waters, natural energy resources, the plants, fa»ctorieé machiné
and tractor stations, the- banks, the roads of comn{unication
and means of rail, water and air transport, post telegraph
and telephone offices, radio and TV stations, cinerr;atography
Any other wealth which is created in the state sector or:
which the stq’og gains according to law, is also state property.»

- Cooperativist property (Art. 21) belongs to the group of
workmg. people of the countryside; voluntarily united in
the agr'lcultural cooperative for the purpose of increasing
production and' well-being, for the comstruction. of socialism
in the countryside and throughout the country. The following
are property .of the agricultural cooperatives: buildings
machmeg, equipment, means of transport, tools and imple:
ments, 11ve.stock for work or production, fruit trees, agricul-
tural and livestock products, as well as other means necessary
for their activity. '
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" for the personal use of individual citizens. Land is granted

- ganctions the personal property,

" of the state, just -as home trade is exercised by the state,

economic and financial companies and other institutions or
ones formed jointly with capitalist, bourgeois or revisiomist,
monopolies and states, as well as obtaining credits from
them, are prohibited.» :

That article assumes great importance for safeguarding
the independence of the country and the socialist order:
In his report to the 7th Congress of the PLA, Comrade
Enver Hoxha says: «This is an extremely important question
of principle. No country whatsoever, big or small, can build
socialism by taking credits and aid from the bourgeoisie
and the revisionists, or by integrating its economy into
the world system of the capifalist economy. Any such linking
of the economy of a socialist country with the economy of
bourgeois or revisionist countries opens the doors to the -
action of the economic laws of capitalism and the degenera-
tion of the socialist order. This is the road -of betrayal and
the restoration of capitalism, which the revisionist cliques
have pursued and are pursuing.»

Article 29 of the Constitution defines work as the founda-
tion of the entire economic and social life of the country.
«Work is the main source from which every citizen ensures the
means of livelihood. The state works to narrow the differences
between mental and physieal labour, between work in indus-
try and work in agriculture. The state takes care of and adopts
measures for safety at work and the qualification of the
working people. : _
In regard to remuneration for work, Article 30 sanctions
the application of the socialist principle «from each according
to his ability, to each according to his work~, Thus equal pay
is ‘guaranteed for equal work. The same article says that,
to encourage work for maximum results, «the wuse of
material stimuli is combined correctly with moral stimuli,
giving priority to the latter». Likewise, it should be borne in-
mind that the fund of social consumption is destined to
meet the common needs of citizens. This fund, which is very
important, «is increased continually in accordance with the
possibilities created by the development of the country’s
economy». In conclusion that article says that the state
exercises control over the amount of work and consumption.
The last article of this chapter, Article 31, states that
«The citizens pay no levies or taxes whatsoevers.

Let us recall here that Albania is the first country in

Land, which according to Article 18 of the Constitution
is the exclusive property of the state, «is -gra_nbed fqr social
use to the economic enterprises and state in§t1’m_1t10ns, to
the agricultural cooperatives and social ‘organizations, and

for use free of charge. Agricultural land my be used for
other purposes only with the consent of the respective state
ns. (Art. 19 ) ' : »

OrgaAs a(lways, )the state devotes special .attention to the
development and strengthening of the agricultural coopera-
tives and their transformation into modern. enterprises .of
large-scale socialist production. Article 22 of the Constitution
_says explicitly, «Under certain jcircumstances, the ®tate
supports the setting up and development ofv hlghgr—type
cooperatives in . -which it participates directly with 1nv¢st—
ments, especially in the main means of production. The
transition of the cooperativist property into ‘prop‘erty of the
entire people is done in conformity with the objective con-
ditions, according to the free will of the cooperativists and
with the consent of the state. The state works for the narrow-
ing of distinctions between town and country.» :
'The personal property of citizens is recogmzed and pro-
tected by the.state. Personal property are:. income from .
work and other lawful sources dwelling-houses and other
objects which serve to meet personal and family matgrl‘al
and cultural needs; the objects belonging to the coopg:rahwst
family on the basis of the 'clcmstituti(%n oi thti agzxgcu‘)l\;cgir“fﬁ
ive : rsonal - property. Articie ) ici
O e pensomal ; %efiies likewise that it
cannot be used to the detriment of the social interest. On the-l
other hand, Article 24 stipulates that when the gen_ex:al
interest requires it, certain fixed assets qf the ' cooperativist
and personal property may be converted into state property.
The criteria of conversion and the method of paymenf, are . |

fixed by law. A ] o
' Asyfar as foreign trade is concerned, it is the monopoly

ich controls all activity in this field. B :
Whlcgrticles 25 and 26 deine the attributes of the state for
the organization and development ‘of the economic _and social’
'life «<by a unified general plan» and for the setting up of
the enterprises. Article 28 of the Constitution sanctions,
«The granting of concessions to and the creation of foreign

~
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the world where taxes- énd levies have been abolished. This
is a. very great victory for the working masses -of our
country. ' .

Education, science and culture

While expressing and defending the interests of all ’ghe
working people, the state of the dictatorship of the proletariat
has the task of moulding the nmew man, carrying out an
extensive ideological and cultural activity for the communist

education of the working people, espécially the younger

generation (Art. 32).

That is why the state organizes and runs education,
which is «open to all and free of charge», and built «on the
basis of the Marxist-Leninist world outlook» and «combines

" lessons with productive work and phlysical and military

training». At the same time, education «follows the best
traditions of the Albanian national and secular school».

Just like education, the state organizes and directs the

~ development of science and technology in close connection

with life and production in the service of the progress of
society and defence of the homeland. At the same time, the
state supports the dissemination of scientific knowledge among
the masses and drawing them extensively into scientific
research activity (Art. 14). Thus it protects the cultural
heritage of the people and cares for the all-round development
of the socialist national culture; it supports the development

" of literature and art according to the method of socialist

realism (Art. 35).as well as the development of physical
culture and sports (Art. 36). :

Finally, Article 37 of the Constitution .sanctions the
position of the state in regard to religion: the state recognizes
no religion whatsoever; on the contrary, it supports atheist
propaganda for the purpose of inculcating the scientific
materialist world outlook in people. After the first Constitu-
tion entered in force (1946), which recognized the freedom
of religion, the Party has never ceased its scientific propa-
ganda of the materialist world outlook until the working
masses themselves, and especially the younger generation,
rejected religion, as a mental practice and attitude which
gravely damages and hinders the progress of the Albanian
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society. Ten years ago Albania became the first country in the
world which got rid of religion and religious obscurantism.

Chapter Two defines the fundamental rights and duties
of citizens. ' '

According to Article 39, the rights and duties of "citizens
are built on the basis of the recenciliation of the interests of
the individual and the socialist society, giving priority to
the general interest. The rights of citizens cannot be
exercised in opposition to the socialist order. This bars the
way to privileges and injustices in all fields of life — political, -
economic, cultural and ideological. These great principles can -
be proclaimed and applied only in a truly socialist country,
where the dictatorship of the proletariat is in power and
which is based on the principles of Marxism-Leninism.

The last paragraph of that article states that the further
extension and deepening of the rights of citizens are closely
linked with the socialist development of the country. Thus
the increase of production and- the lowering of costs will
bring about the extension of the range of economic rights of
every citizen, with each being able to acquire a greater
amount to goods at lower prices. And this applies to all other
fields — education, military service, culture, ete.

Article 40 sdys that all citizens are equal before the
law, and that no restriction or privilege is recognized over
the rights and duties of citizens on account of sex, race,
nationality, education, social position or material situation.
This reflects the concrete reality in our country, where the
socialist system in its entirety allows mno violation of these
principles. No matter how much this equality is publicized
in the capitalist and revisionist countries, life proves each
day that there equality is only shameless. demagogy. Let
us take into consideration the economic aspect of the problem:
by what right a person can have an enormous income and
live in luxury by exploiting the work of others? '

Dealing with the Constitution of the capitalist and
revisionist countries in his speech to the People’s Assembly
(December 1976) Comrade Enver Hoxha has said: «The
majority of the capitalist countries where the ,bourgeoisie
exercises its brutal dictatorship, as well as the Constitutions

. of the countries where the revisionists rule, distinguish

themselves by their democratic phrases; but behind the fine
words and promises of ‘freedom’, ’equality’, ‘justice’, etc
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lurks the violence of the exploiting classes and the ruling

cliques on the working people.:
«The working masses all over the world are fighting

. today, as Lenin has said, not for: freedom on paper, but

for real freedom, are fighting to win their democratic
rights and liberties. Each time the masses demand the imple-
mentation of the constitutional norms which are proclaimed
only to deceive them, their attempts are immediately labelled
as activities endangering the political order of the state and
suppressed with fire and steel. This reality confirms the

- correct Marxist-Leninist thesis according to which there where

the dictatorship of the proletariat has not yet been established,
or there where it has been abandoned, the working masses

_cannot enjoy true democratic rights and liberties.»

Equality of rights in socialist Albania exists not only
for the citizens of Albanian origin, but for the national
minorities as well. In this respect, Article 42 of the Constitu-
tion needs no comment: «Protection and development of their
people’s culture and traditions, the use of their mother tongue
and teaching of it in school, equal development in all fields
of social life are guaranteed for national minorities. Any
national privilege and inequality and any act which violates
the rights of national minorities is. contrary to the Constitu-
tion and is pumishable by law.» : .

The citizens of the People’s Socialist Republic of Albania

~who reach the age of 18 years have the right to elect and

be elected to all the organs of state power. The only persons
excluded from electoral rights are those deprived by decision
of the court and those who are mentally incompetent and
declared. as such by the court. S
- A geries of Articles of the Constitution - defines the
other rights of citizens: the right to work, which is guarante-
ed by the state; work is a duty and honour for every able-
bodied citizen; the right to choose and exercise their profes-

- sion according ‘to their capacity and personal inclination, and

in accordance with the needs of the society; the right to rest

after work and paid annual holidays; the right to pension for

all workers of town and couniryside; the right to medical treat-
ment free of charge; the equality of rights between man and

woman in pay, holidays, social security and education, in-

all socio-political activities and in the family; the right
of the mother to paid leave prior to and after childbirth,
the same rights and duties for children born out of wedlock
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. as children born within marriage; the right of all citizens

to personal property and inheritance; theé freedom of scien-
tific work ‘and artistic creativeness; author’s rights; the
right to education; the freedom of speech, the press, organiza~
tion, -association, assembly and public manifestation; the
right of all citizens to join various organizations which
operate in the political, economic, cultural as VV‘?H as in other
fields  of the country’s life. However, in this connection,
Article 55 defines that the creation of any type of organiza-
tion of a fascist, anti-democratic, religious, and anti-socialist
character is prohibited; fascist, anti-democratic, religious,
war-mongering, and anti-socialist activities and propaganda,
as well as the incitement of mnational and racial hatred are

prohibited. :
.In order t{o guarantee the rights of citizens, the state
takes a series of measures and places specific institutions
and facilities at their disposal. To this end, rest homes, houses
of culture, health institutions, maternity homes, créches and
kindergartens and .other centres of this kind are created
for and are put in the service of the working people.

In the field of -pensions and social insurance, the state
takes under special care the invalids of the National Libéra--
tion War and the struggle in defence of the Homeland and the
invalids from  work, and creates the conditions for their
rehabilitation. The young children of those fallen in defence
of the country and in the socialist construction are under
care of the state.

On the question of the family, which is the cell of the
society, Article 49 says, <Marriage and the family are under
the care and protection of the state and society. Marriage is
contracted before competent state organs. The parents are
responsible for the upbringing and communist education of
the children. The children are duty bound to care for parents
who are disabled and lack the necessar'y means of livelihood.
Children born out of wedlock have the same rights and
duties as children born within the marriage. The children

" bereaved of their parents and without support are brought

up and educated by the states .

In order to guarantee a sufficient education of the
younger generation, «Eight-grade education is universal and
compulsory. The state aims at raising the level of compulsory
education for everybody.» ‘This means - that the state is
bound to take the mecessary measures to make in the future
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the complete cycle of the general secondary education com-
pulsory for all, which will mark an important step forward in
this direction, greatly facilitate the construction -of - socialism
and place Albania among the advanced countries of the world
in the field of education. ‘ :

We have mentioned above the freedom of speech, the
press, organization, etc which is recognized to the citizens of
the People’s Socialist Republic of Albania, but the fact of
recognizing a freedom is not sufficient in itself. Our socialist
state guarantees the implementation of these freedoms, it
creates the necessary-conditions for this purpose and makes
the necessary material means available. Thus, the people’s
press in socialist Albania is not the monopoly of a group of
people. Everybody may express his opinions, criticize any-
body, make proposals "in newspapers, wall-posters,. at
meetings, ete. Article 59 states that the citizens have the

right to make requests, complaints, remarks and proposals

to the competent organs over personal, social and state affairs
according to the conditions defined by law. Citizens have
the right to demand compensation from the state or its

officials for the damage caused by the illegal activities of the -

state organs and its employees in the exercise of their duty.
The state guarantees the inviolability of the person, the

home and secrecy of correspondence and other means of

communication (Art. 56, 57, 58). ' '
On their part, the citizens are obliged to respect and im-

plement the Constitution and other laws. The preservation

and strengthening of the socialist order and the implementa-~
tion of the rules of socialist ‘co-existence are a duty for all
the citizens. On the other hand, the citizens have the duty
to protect and strengthen socialist property. Violation of
socialist property constitutes a grave crime.  The defence
of the socialist Homeland is the supreme duty and the greatest
honour for all citizens. Betrayal of the Homeland is the most

serious crime. Military service and the constant training for the .

defence of the socialist Homeland are duties for all the citizens.

Article 65, the last article of this chapter, deals with
the right of sanctuary of foreign citizens. It reads, «The right
of sanctuary in the People’s Socialist Republic of Albania is
granted to foreign citizens who are persecuted on account ef
their activity in favour of the revolution and socialism, of
democracy and national liberation, or the progress of science
and culture» :
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Part Two of the Constitution is made up of six chapters
namely the Supreme Organs of the State Power, the 'Supremé
Organs of the State Administration, the Defence of the Coun-
try and the Armed: Forces, the Local Organs of the State
Power and the State Administration, the People’s Courts and
the Attorney General’s Office. '

The People’s 'Assembly of the People’s
Socialist Republic of Albania

Th.e People’s Assembly is the supreme organ of state
power in the People’s Socialist Republic of Albania. It is the
bearer of the sovereignty of the people and the state and
the sole law-making organ.

’1.‘he ‘Pgople’s Assembly has the following main competen- .
ces: it defines, in conformity with the general line and the
orientations of the Party of Labour of Albania, the main di-
rections of the internal and external policies of the state; it
approves and amends the Constitution and the laws, decides
on the  conformity of the laws with the -Constitution, and
interprets the laws; it approves the plan for the economic
{md cultural development of the country and the state budget; '
it proclaims partial and general mobilization, the state of
emergency, as well as the state of war in case of armed ag-
gression against the People’s Socialist Republic of Albania,
or When this is necessary to fulfil the obligations deriving
from international treaties; it ratifies and denounces inter- »
nat}onal_treaties of special importance; it grants amnesty; it
dgmdes on popular referendims; it elects, appoints, and dis-
misses the Presidium of the People’s Assembly, the Council of
M1mstcers, the Supreme Court, the Attorney General and his
deputies (these organs are responsible before the People’s As-<
sem]oly and render account to it); it defines the administrative
territorial structure; it decides on the creation and dissolving
of ministries (Art. 87). '

The People’s Assembly is comprised of 250 deputies who
are elected in constituencies with an equal number of inha-
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bitants. The deputies come from all Walks of life — workers,

cooperativist peasants, intellectuals, state functionaries, cadres

of the army, efc. . ]
We mentioned that the People’s Assembly ‘is elected for
a term of four. years, but according to Article 68 of the Consti-
tution, in case of war or in similar state of emergency, the
People’s Assembly may continue its activity beyond the nor-
mal term as long as the state. of -emergency continues. In .

- -special instances, the People’s Assembly may decide its dis-

solution before the completion of the term for which it has

been elected. S . _ .
" 'The People’s Assembly elects its Presidential Council,
which leads its meetings according to the rulesA approved

by it. C ) ,

The People’s Assembly meets in normal session twice Per
year by decree of the Presidium of the People’s Assembly,
or it may be summoned in ‘extraordinary sessions by decree

- of the Presidium of the People’s Assembly or at the request

of one-third of the deputies. The meetings of  the People’s
Assembly open.when the majority of the deputies are pre-
gent (Art. 70). ' ,
" Besides the commission for the examination of the man-
dates elected at the first session of the People’s Assembly and
charged with verifiying the validity of the mandates of de-
puties, the People’s Assembly elects from its ranks permanent
and temporary commissions. The permanent commissions have
" the duty to examine the bills and decrees of a normative
character ‘of the Presidium of the People’s Assembly, to
‘observe and control the activity of the state organs according
to their respective sectors and to present problems to the
‘People’s Assembly or the Presidium of the People’s Assembly.
The temporary commissions are created for special questions.
" The duties and rights of the deputies to the People’s As-
sembly are defined in Article 72 of the Constitution. :
It is the duty of the deputy to the People’s Assembly to

serve the interests of the people and the cause of the Home- - §

land and socialism ‘conscientiously and loyally; to maintain
close contact with his electars, and render account to them.
The deputy to the People’s Assembly has the right to demand
explanations from all the state organs and to intervene with

them for the precise implementation of the Constitution and §
the laws. The state organs are obliged to examine the requests |
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and proposals by the deputies and t ithi
Sotinod beenlati gns. P and to reply to them within
The deputy to the People’s Assembly enjoys immuni
(Art. 73). "I‘hve deputy - cannot be detained,yafré]st}éd, or sur%lftg;
penal punishment without the approval of the People’s As-
sembly, or its Presidium, apart from cases in which a grave
crime has pbviously been committed. '
o .Accordmg to Article 74 of the Constitution, the right to
initiate legislation belongs to the [Presidium of the People’s
Assembly, to the Council of Ministers, ‘and the . deputies.
The laws and acts of the People’s Assembly are considered
approved when the majority of the deputies present have
voted for_ them. The laws are proclaimed no later than 15 days
after their approval and enter into force 15 days after their
proclamation in the Official Gazette, apart from occasions
when they themselves- envisage otherwise. '

Principal Competences of the Presidium of the People’s
— Assembly

‘The Presidium of the People’s Assembly is electe
the .ranks of the People’s Assembly at its fiZst sessiondaxf.xc‘lo'rir’]c
continues its activity till the election of a new Presidium of
th'e Peoples’ Assembly. It is a superior organ of state power
w1‘ph permanent activity. It is comprised of the president,
3 vlceap;'e_sldents, the secretary and 10 members. Decisions of,
the Presidium of the People’s Assembly are taken on a major-
ity of votes when a majority of its members is present.

Article 77 of the Constitution states that the Presidium
of the People’s :Assembly has these main permanent compe-
tences: -

It convenes the sessions of the People’s Asse ;1
sets t}}e date of elections to the People’s l%‘Xssemﬂoly Iggiy’thg
peoples councils; it awards decorations and titles of honour;
it accords or revokes Albanian citizenship and accepts the
renunciation of it; it exercises the rights of pardon; it defines
tpe territorial-administrative divisions; it enters into interna-
t1ona1. treaties and ratifies and denounces those which are not
exarmngd by the People’s Assembly itself; it accepts the
creder}hals_ and the letters of recall of the diplomatic repre-
sentatives of foreign states; it proclaims the laws and referen-
dums decided by the People’s Assembly.
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According to Article 78 of the Constitution, between ses-
sions of the People’s Assembly, the Presidium of the People’s
Assembly exercises these competences: A

It controls the implementation of the laws and decisions
of the People’s Assembly; it controls the Council of Ministers,
the Supreme Court, the Attorney General and anly other state
organ, and summons them to report; it appoints or dismisses
the vice-chairmen of the Council of Ministers or individugl
ministers on the proposal of the Chairman of the Council
of Ministers; it appoints or dismisses individual members or
the vice-presidents of the Supreme Court and the deputies
of the Attorney General. In each case the decrees for their
appointment or dismissal must be approved by the People’s
Assembly; it issues decrees and decisions; the decrees of a

normative character are presented for approval to the People’s

Assembly at its next session; it makes interpretations of laws

and presents them for approval to the People’s Assembly
© at its next session; when the convening of the People’s As-
- sembly is impossible, it proclaims partial or general mobiliza-
tion, the state of emergency as well as the state of war in %
case of armed aggression against the People’s Socialist Re- =

public of Albania or when this is mnecessary to fulfil the
obligations deriving from international treaties. In‘ time of
war, in case the convening of the People’s Assembly is impos-

sible, the Presidium of the People’s Assembly exercises all the,

compebences of the latter apart from changes in the Constitu-
tion. ‘

People’s Assembly directs and controls the activity of the

people’s councils; it may disband them, appoint their respective |

temporary executive committees as well "as decide on the

election of a new people’s council. The Presidium of the _4:'
People’s Assembly abrogates the umlawful or imegular acts g
of the Council of Ministers, of the people’s councils and of 3%

the executive committees.

The Council of Ministers of the People’s Sociakist Republic of

Albania

The Council of Ministers is the supreme executive and :

administrative organ appointed at the first session of the
People’s Assembly; it comprises the Chairman, the Vice-chair-

Finally, according to Article 79 the Presidium of the ,{

THE STATE OF THE DICTATORSHIP OF THE PROLETARIAT 125

men and the Ministers. As a rule the members of the Council
of Ministers are appointed from among the ranks of the de-
puties to the People’s Assembly. The decisions of the Council
of -Ministers are taken on the majority of votes when the
majority of its members is present. .

The main competences of the Council of Ministers

According to Article 81 of the Constitution it directs the
activity for the realization of the internal and external policies
of the state; promulgates decisions, ordinances and instruct-
ions on the. basis of the Constitution and the laws and for
their implementation; it directs -and controls the activity of
the ministries, other central organs of state administration,
and the executive committees of the people’s courcils, and
defines their internal organization; it works out the draft-
plan for the economic and cultural development of the coun-
try, the draft-budget of the state, organizes and controls the
implementation of the plan and the budget, directs and
organizes the finances of the state and the monetary and
credit system; it directs the activity for the fulfilment of.
duties in the field of defence of the country in conformity
with ‘the decisions of the Defence Council; it takes the neces-
sary measures for the security, protection and strengthening
of the socialist juridical order and the rights of citizens; it
enters into and approves international agreements and denoun-
ces those not subject to ratification.- .

According to Article 82 of the Constitution, the Council
of Ministers abrogates the unlawful or irregular acts of the
ministries and other central organs of the state administration
and of the executive committees of the people’s councils. The
Council of Ministers suspends the implementation of unlawful
or irregular decisions of the people’s council, and presents the
question of their abrogation to the higher people’s council,
or to the Presidium of the People’s Assembly.

- The Presidium of the Council of Ministers, which is

. comprised of the Chairman and the Vice-chairmen, supervises,

controls and takes decisions on the implementation of tasks
set by the Council of Ministers. The Chairman of the Council
of Ministers represents the Council of Ministers, presides over
its meetings and. directs its activity. '
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According to Articles 84, 85 and 86 of the Constitution,
the ministries are central organs of the state administration
specialized in particular branches of activity, and directed by
members: of the Council of Ministers. \ . .

The ministers are responsible for the activity of their
respective ministries and of the Council of Ministers, thely

" direct and control the organs, enterprises, institutions . ar}dv
economic organizations of their sector. On matters within
. their competences, the ministers issue orders, rules and ins-

tructions according to the laws, ordinances and decisions of

the Council of Ministers, and for their implementation.
The ministries abrogate the unlawful or irregular ordinan-

ces and instructions of the organs, enterprises or institutions

* dependent on them and suspend the application of the unlaw-

ful or irregular decisions of the executive committees of ‘Fhe
people’s councils, which have to do with their respective
sphere of activity, representing the question of their abroga-

" tion to the Council of Ministers.

The defence of the country and the armed forces

Given their great impoi‘tance, these questions have been
dealt with in a special chapter (Chapter Three). The watchword

. of the Party is «The defence of the country is the duty above

“all duties». The socialist state has undertaken the tasks of
safeguarding the victories of the people’s revolution and _’ghe
socialist construction, of defending the freedom, national in-
dependence and territorial integrity of the country. «The t.er-
ritory of the People’s Socialist Republic of Albania,» Article

. 87 states, «is inalienable and its borders are inviolable.»

According to Article 88 of the Constitution, «The defence
of the Homeland and of the victories of socialism is ensured
by the armed people, organized in. the armed forces, which
comprise the People’s Army, the forces of the Ministry of
Internal Affairs and the People’s Voluntary Self-defence
Forces. The People’s Army, as the main force for the defence
of the Homeland, is the army of the people and serves the

!
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people. The armed forces are led by the Party of Labour of
Albania» =~ - :

In the People’s Socialist Republic of Albania, the Defence
Council is created to direct, organize and mobilize all the
forces and resources of the country in defence of the Home-
land. The First Secretary of the Central Committee of the
Party of Labour of Albania is the Commander-in-chief of the
Armed Forces and the Chairman of the Defence Council. The
composition of the Defence Council is defined by the Pre-
sidium of the People’s Assembly on the proposal of the
Chairman of the Defence Council (Art. 89).

Article 90 sanctions, «No one has the right to sign or
accept in the name of the People’s Socialist Republic of Al-
bania the capitulation or occupation of the country. Any
such act is condemned as treason to the country». This article
assumes capital importance. An eventual war for the defence
of the People’s Socialist Republic of Albania will be carried
out through to the end — the tofal liquidation of the enemy.

At the Tth Congress of the Party of Labour of Albania,
Comrade Enver Hoxha has pointed out, «Our people always
regard the defence of freedom and national sovereignty as
the duty above all duties. Therefore, the Party and the peo-
ple’s power have adopted a series of very important measures
of a political, ideological, military and other character which
have also been sanctioned in the draft-Constitution for the
organization of a reliable and impregnable defence, capable
of guaranteeing the socialist victories and coping with-any
enemy aggression, no matter where it comes from. The Consti-
tution also sanctions the great Marxist-Leninist principle that

‘the defence of the Homeland and the gains of socialism are

guaranteed by the armed people organized in the armed
forces. 7 ‘

«It is absolutely possible to ensure the national sovereignty
and political and economic independence and to guarantee the
defence of the country, because in Albania the people are
in power, sovereignty belongs entirely to the working people
and is exercised by them alone, because the dictatorship of
the proletariat led by the Party of Labour is in power here.»

Finally, in connection with Article 91, which states that

«The establishment of foreign military bases. and the sta-

tioning of foreign troops in the territory of the People’s. So-
cialist Republicof Albania isprohibited», Comrade Enver Hoxha
has pointed out that «this principle is of vital importance for
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Albanié, as it clearly and unequivocally expresses the deter-

mination of the Albanian people and their sovereign right to -

defend their Homeland. At the same time, this xconsti’gu'tior}al

norm expresses the principled and friend@y inbe}rnatlonahst

foreign policy of socialist Albania, so that its terrltory never

be used as a base for aggression against the other countries
! ples.» : _ 7

and gﬁggber Four of the Constitution »San_ctiong the local or-

gans of the state power and state administration.

The péople’s councils

The People’s Councils are organs of the state power which
cartly out the governing of the country in the respective ter-

ritorial administrative units. The people’s councils direct, with -

road participation of the working masses, all social life
‘icx}llet]ﬁe polﬁ?cal, %conbmic, socio-cultural fields, -’!;he _defepc?
of the country and the protection of the socialist - juridica
order, -reconciling the local interests with the »general state
interests. The people’s councils are elected for a term of
‘three years (Art. 92). '

The competences of the people’s council

' The people’s council adopts the. local plan and budget;

- fromTIiltz %eg%bers it elects th% executive commibtee and .the
commissions of the council and discharges them, it appo;pts
and discharges the chiefs of the sections of the exe;:utlv;e
committee; it directs and controlsthe activity of the pepple s
councils at lower levels, and issues ordinances and decisions
within its competences (Art. 92 and 93). ,

" Just like the other organs, the meetings of the people’s
council open when the majority of its members is present.

The decisions of the people’s council are taken on the majqr-

ity of votes of its members present. .

A higher people’s council may dissolve a lower l‘evel
people’s council, appoints the provisional executive comrmttee
and decides on the elections for a new people’s council. A

higher people’s council may dismiss the executive committee
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of a lower level people’s council and order a new electio
of the executive committee. :
The people’s council abrogates the unlawful or irregular
acts of its éxecutive committee, of the lower level people’s
council and the respective executive committee.

The rights and duties. of the members of the people’s
council '

"It is the duty of the members of the people’s councils to
serve the people conscientiously and loyally, to maintain: close
ties with the electors and render account to them. They have
the right to control the state organs, enterprises, institutions
and agricultural cooperatives and demand from them the
precise implementation of the socialist law. ,

On their part, the respective state organs are obliged to
examine the remarks of the members of the people’s councils

" and take the necessary measures. .

The members of the people’s councils enjoy immunity
within the territorial unit under the .administration of the
people’s council. They cannot be detained, arrested or sub-
jected to penal prosecution without the  consent of the
people’s council or the executive committee except in cases
when a grave crime has obviously been committeed. '

The competences of the executive committee

The executive committee is the executive and .administra-

tive organ of the people’s council. The executive committee
continues its activity even after the expiration of the mandate
of the people’s council which has elected it, until the first
meeting of the new people’s council.
. Between sessions of the people’s council, the executive
commitee exercises the rights and duties of the people’s
council, with the exception of those which, by law, come
within the competence of the people’s council alone.

The executive committee renders account to the people’s
council which has elected it and the next higher administrative
executive organ. The executive committee of a higher people’s
council abrogates the unlawful and irregular acts of a lower
level executive committee and suspeénds those of the lower
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level people’s council, presenting the question of their abroga-
tion to the competent people’s council (Art.” 99). ;

, Finally, the specialized organs creabe(,i under ’_c:he_exfecu 1ve_
committee are dependent on the people’s council, its ‘e).{etcu_
tive committee, and the higher organs of the state admm;s tr}zlie
tion, they render account to0 them and to the masses O

working people (Art. v100).

The people’s courts

i i i ive), the people’s

ccording to Article 101 (Chapter .Fn.fe), .
coum‘oéczge thge organs which administer justice. ’They, pr‘otect
the socialist juridical order, fight for the prevention of crimes,

educate the masses of working people to respect and imple-

socialist laws, relying on their actiye participation.
m'el,ltA‘Ehith head of the organs of justice 1s the ‘Supren;:,
Court which directs and controls the activity of the 'c?u’fhe.‘
"~ The Supreme Court is elected at, the flrst sessu;n ¢Od >
People’s Assembly. The other people’s gourts ar;a clected by
the people according to the me_bhod defined by azi;\r.f.~ o b
Court organization and trial procedure are defin

- Article 102 of the Constitution has it that the courts

judge penal and civil cases and other cases which are within

thei etences according to the law. o : ]

thelrJ%ggnent is done with the participation of ass1§tant
judges and in public sittings, with the exception of cases on
which it has been decided otherwise by law. 4 Bessons

During the #rial the Albanian language is used. erso s
who do not know Albanian may use their own. language -an

' i {er. :
speak through an interpreter |
- ccused enjoy the right of defence.

;ﬁaﬁ‘;? .SAi"‘cicleJ 1yO3 of the Constitution states that tht:
court is independent in its judgement of a case, it takes %ts
decision on the basis of the law alone, and it pronounces 1

ict in the name of the people. :
verd’ll“cltemverdi-ct may be annulled or amended only by the
competent higher court. ' : :
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The Attbw‘uey. Generai’s Office

Chapter Six and last of Part Two of the Constitution
deals with the Attorney General’s Office.

- The duty of the Attorney General’s Office is to control
the precise and uniform implementation of the laws by the
ministries and other central and local.organs, by the courts,
the organ of investigation, enterprises, institutions, organiza-
tions, officials and citizens. : _

The .Attorney General’s Office has the right to protest
against every illegal act and to demand from the respective
organs its abrogation or amendment. The request of the At-
torney General must be examined within the period defined
by law, otherwise the implementation of the act is suspended:
(Art. 104). - o o

The Attorney General puts before the People’s Assembly
and before the Presidium of the People’s Assembly cases in
which the laws and decrees are not in conformity with the
Constitution, and it also puts before the Council of Ministers
cases in which its decisions and instructions do not conform
with the law (Art. 105).

The Attorney General and his assistants are appointed by
the People’s Assembly at its first session. :

- The attorneys are appointed by the Presidium of the
People’s Assembly.

Part Three of the Constitution includes two chapters, the
first comprised of 3 articles (107, 108, 109), dealing with the
national emblem, the flag, the capital city, which remain
unchanged. ‘

The second chapter under the title «Final Dispositions»,
comprises the last three articles (110, 111, 112), which have
particular importance. They read: o

«The Constitution is the fundamental law of the state.

«All activity for the creation of juridical norms is con-
ducted on the basis of the Constitution and in complete .con-
formity with it - (Art. 110).

«Proposals for amendments to the Constitution can be
presented by  the Presidium of the People’s Assembly, the
Council of Ministers or by two-fifths of the total. :

«Approval of or amendments to the Constitution are
done ‘by. the People’s Assembly by a majority of twe-thirds
of all the deputies» (Art. 111), S L ,

: 777"—_——-————
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* *

The_unanimous: approval hof the new Constitution by the

People’s Assembly on December 28, 1976, was received with i

great enthusiasm by the entire Albanian people. December

28, 1976 will always remain for them a historical date, re-

presenting a fundamental stage in the struggle of the working
class, the cooperativist peasantry and the people’s intelligent-
sia, of the entire Albanian people, for building a better life,
worthly of man in the true meaning of the word, for creating
a genuinely socialist state where the workers are effectively
the masters of their own country and destiny, a new society
without exploiters and exploited, made up of new men living
and working «one for all and all for one» in a spirit of fraternal
solidarity, inspired by the noblest ideals of mankind and

marching non-stop towards this society which is the o

dream of all men — the communist society. Conscious of the
fact that the People’s Soclalist Republic of Albania is a
country which enjoys the sympath'y and support of all the
revolutionaries and progressive people in the world, but which
at the same time arouses the hatred of American imperialism,
Soviet social-imperialism and all the other reactionaries, the
Albanian . people, with its working class at the head, under
the wise and resolute leadership of the Party of Labour of
Albania, have been charged with the historic task of making

socialist Albania a brilliant example for the future of man- - o

kind, and an impregnable fortress for all the sworn enemies

of our country and of all the peoples of the world.
Nothing better than the statement of a group of veterans

of the National Liberation War can .illustrate the determina-

tion of our people to defend their achievements and their

Homeland.

«Even if we were a hundred years old, if the -Party

issues its call, we will rise to our feef, making light of the

weight of the years, our bodies straight up like the rifle, and

arm in ha