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TO BE PROUD OF YOUR HISTORY AND
LOVE YOUR PEOPLE IS NOT NATIONA-
LISM. ON THE CONTRARY., IF YOU DO
NOT KNOW FROM WHERE YOU COME
FROM AND WHO YOU ARE., YOU CAN-
NOT KNOW WHERE YOU ARE GOING OR
WHAT YOU SEEK. ONLY A PEOPLE CON-
SCIOUS OF THEIR ORIGINALITY AND
INDIVIDUALITY CAN ENTER INTO EQU-
AL RELATIONS WITH OTHERS. ONLY A
PEOPLE WHO LOVE THEIR OWN COUN-
TRY CAN LOVE THE OTHERS, TOO. ON-
LY HE WHO VALUES HIS OWN FREE-
DOMAND INDEPENDENCE CAN RESPECT

THE FREEDOM AND INDEPENDENCE OF
OTHERS.



THE 6th CONGRESS OF THE DEMOCRATIC FRON-

 RAMIZ ALIA

THE DEMOCRATIC FROT
FORCE FOR'’
OF THE SOCIA]

GREETING ADDRESS

Dear, comrade delegates,

The congresses of the Democratic Front have
always been demonstration of the political unity
of our people and their determination to march
forward boldly on the road of the socialist con-
struction.

And this marvellous Congress, too, to which
the people sent their most representative dele-
gates to examine the problems which interest
them at the moment, and the tasks which must
be accomplished in the future, arouses similar
feelings of satisfaction and joy, and patriotic
and revolutionary inspiration.

"I am very honoured that the Central Com-
mittee of the Party has charged me to convey
to you, the delegates to the 6th Congress, and
through you, to all members of the Democratic
Front, its ardent greetings and best wishes for
successful work and fruitful results.

Since the time the Party was created and
issued its great call for the general wuprising
to this day, the Democratic Front of Albania
has been its main support in the war for free-
dom and independence, and in the struggle for
the construction of socialism and in the defence
of the victories of the revolution. Together with
and by means of the Front, it has achieved
the mobilization of the people in the Anti-fascist
National Liberation War and the construction
of the state power, has carried out that unprece-
dented political education of the masses and,
above all, has been able to create for the first
time in our national history the political unity
of the people, that wunity which through the
ages has been the dream of all generations of
progressive Albanians who have been born and

died on their ancient territories through the
centuries.

When we speak about these glorious historic
victories, decisive for the destinies of our country
today and in the future, our minds turn imme-
diately to him who conceived the Democratic
Front, set it up and led it to the end of his
life, and dedicated all his energies to the union
of the people around the revolutionary-patriotic
ideal; to him who left to the Party and Albania
this powerful weapon and a great motive force
which is raising the progress and civilization of
our Homeland ever higher.

With feelings of boundless love, gratitude
and respect, we address our homage to our great
comrade, Enver Hoxha, who together with the
new Albania, which is founded on his struggle
and brilliant teachings, also left us the great
and permanent heritage of the Democratic Front.

Our people have coped successfully with the
most difficult moments of our recent history, such
as when we were attacked by our enemies and
when we were betrayed by our friends, precisely
because they were united round a great ideal,
which was the ideal of freedom and independence;
because they were united round a progressive
and scientific ideology, which was the ideology
of socialism; because they were united round a
correct policy, which was the policy of safeguard-
ing the complete sovereignty of our people and
nation. They were able to resist and triumph
because they formed this unity and supplemented
it with the traditions of their culture, with
their own national originality and individuality,
linked it with the defence of their right to be
equal subjects in their international relations,
with the desire to live in peace and friendship
with the other peoples.
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The great tasks which the country faces make
it essential that the Democratic Front should
work and struggle tirelessly to safeguard and
further temper the unity of the people, to extend
its social basis and to consolidate still further the
fundamental factors of this great historic victory.

The organization of the Front must wage its
struggle for strengthening our unity in conformity
with the stage of the socio-economic development
we have achieved. In the time of the war, the

Party united the people in the Front raising them

above more differences than there exist today,
setting participation in and support of the move-
ment as the minimum condition. And in this

‘way the Front laid the foundations of the unity

of the people. In today’s conditions the organiza-
tions of the Front must struggle for a more
all-sided unity of a higher quality: in ideology
and psychology, in morality and education, in
social conduct and ethical values. This is an
active unity which serves the progress of so-
cialism, the flourishing of the Homeland and the
embelishment of the life of the people.

The unity of the people as a social phe-
nomenon needs special and permanent care.
It has to do with the fundamental national
and social interests, but at different times and
in different situations, even these interests can
be conceived or interpreted in different ways.
Besides this, along with the general interests,
there are also specific interests of the various
strata of society represented in the Front, which
are not always in complete conformity and har-
mony. From this arises the need for a thorough
analysis which the Party must always make of
social phenomena which emerge and the neces-
sity of their scientific handling,

T - A GREAT POLITICAL
HE PROGRESS
IST HOMELAND

D TO THE CONGRESS

Our development is vigorous and our tran-
sformations in all fields are rapid. The changes
which they bring about in the life of society
and in the lives of individuals are great. How-
ever, this intensive development of our life, which
is positive in all directions and from all stand-
points, is also accompanied with some negative
phenomena. This is dialectical and in the philo-
sophical sense has no reason to disturb us. In
the practical sense, however, this requires special
attention.

We have very good, tested and effective
experience in the work for the education of the
masses, which has played and still plays a major
role in strengthening their unity. But this edu-
cation we must carry out ever better. We must
work harder to know our traditions, our history,
and our people. We must maintain and cultivate
their legitimate national pride which stems from
hundreds of years of struggle for freedom and
independence; which comes from their resistance
through the centuries to barbarous foreign inva-
sions, from the vitality of our language and cul-
ture which have withstood the upheavals and
tempests of major historical epochs; which comes
from the bravery and spirit of sacrifice of our
forefathers in their struggles for justice and truth,
and the virtues which have kept our nation alive.

To be proud of your history and love your
people is not nationalism. On the contrary, if you
do not know from where you come from and
who you are, you cannot know where you are
going or what you seek. Only a people conscious
of their originality and individuality can enter
into equal relations with others, only a people
who love their own country can love the others,
too, only he who values his own freedom and
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independence can respect the freedom and inde-
pendence of others.

Today when the world capitalist monopolies,
which have neither a face nor a colour of their
own, are aiming to turn nations and people into
robots, when they are seeking to standardize not
only tastes but also minds, to cut them out and
sell them up as if they were shirts, when a great
ideological and political cosmopolitan aggression
has broken out everywhere, defence of historical
traditions and progressive historical values, and
the psychic constitution inherited and developed
generation after generation assumes a special
importance, because these are permanent sources
of the spiritual forces which drive forward the
development of each nation and of all nations
together.

We have a superiority and a powerful weapon
in our hands to understand the social phenomena
correctly so we can support and encourage their
positive aspects and combat their negative aspects.
Our Marxist-Leninist science and our communist
ideal give the unity of the people new strength,
because it enriches it with a content of progressive
and democratic class ideas and transforms it into
a great motive force of our society for defence
or attack at any time and in any situation.

This is why our Party has continuously stres-
sed that assimilation of Marxism-Leninism, as a
philosophy and practice of the construction of
socialism, must be one of the main preoccupa-
tions of eur people. If we do not do this, then
various splits will be created in the body of
our society, and breaches will be opened through
which hostile ideologies can penetrate, and this
could create situations which put in jeopardy the
future of the Homeland and the destinies of
socialism in Albania.

In connection with education, including Marx-
ist-Leninist education, there is an element that
must always be kept in mind; if the problems
which life brings forth are not solved, not only
the forms, but the very content of education
will become worthless, the knowledge gained
will be transformed into passive knowledge and
unusable cultural values.

Hence, practice, and the solution of problems
which emerge is not only a criterion of the truth,
but also a condition for the safeguarding of truths.
Today the ability of individuals, cadres, and
administrations of various organisms is reflected
precisely in the solution of problems which emerge.
Here, too, is expressed their struggle for the
strengthening of the unity of the people and the
progress of the country.

Just as our people have always thirsted for
freedom, independence and social equality, so they
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have also sought justice and legality. While they
have suffered greatly from national oppression
and capitalist exploitation, they have suffered no
less from feudal-bourgeois arbitrarity and anarchy.

It was their hatred for these great burdens
which the people expressed with such severity
during the National Liberation War, and after-
wards, against those responsible for these burdens,
against the old legal institutions and the practices
of administration of the past, against alien moral
standards and customs based on injustice. It was
this desire to wipe out parasitim and its mentality
as a moral and social phenomenon.which encoura-
ged the people to embrace with such love and
devotion the new legislation of the new state
power and the norms of socialist morality.

Today, too, our new man has a great sensi-
tivity and a strong reaction towards any manife-
station, however slight, of arbitrarity, arrogance,
favouritism or indifference. And this is completely
right. We often talk about lack of discipline at
work, in individual sectors and persons, about
damaged social property, stands of indifference to-
wards problems of the people by various state
institutions, undue intervention by certain cadres,
undeserved gains by certain people, etc. For the
restriction and elimination of these phenomena and
the creation of an atmosphere in which they are
scorned and rejected, persistent and continuous
educational activity, a total mobilization of public
opinion and greater legal and administrative work
is required. All of us should be fighters to defend
our common property, our socialist coexistence and
the standards of our communist morality.

For example, what do violations of discipline
at work mean? This cannot be a personal matter
which damages only the guilty individual. By
breaching discipline you harm someone else, oblige
him to work for you, harm his honour and con-
science as a worker and citizen, and devalue him
as a citizen of this country. Then, why should
he excuse you or pamper you?

The individual or the family may be senti-
mental and tolerant in the sense that they may
keep a member who does not work, may put up
with his laziness, may still differentiate between
son and daughter, husband and wife, etc. But
the state and society can be neither sentimental
nor patriarchal when they have to do with the
labour laws, or the norms of coexistence. In its
principled - attitude our society may even seem
ruthless towards these phenomena, but it is pre-
cisely in this ruthlessness that it displays its demo-
cracy and humanism. To allow violation of the
property and the morality which is built upon it,
means to permit the fundamental base of a society
to be attacked. No one can permit this.

Precisely for this reason, our society
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rejects negative phenomena, in whatever form
they present themselves, and condemns them as
unacceptable and directly harmful activities, or
as alien moral concepts and violation of state
laws, or rules of socialist coexistence turned into
general norms.

Today our country needs the mobilization of
all its live, physical and mental, forces in order
to carry forward our new life. If we bear in
mind the special conditions of Albania, which
is building socialism surrounded by the stormy
bourgeois-revisionist ocean, we shall understand
even more clearly how politically and ideologically
strong the unity of our people, how morally pure
our society, and how creative our work must be.

The results of the work of the Democratic
Front for the political and patriotic education of
the people and the strengthening of their unity
are expressed in all fields of social activity, but
they are every day more concretely apparent
in the field of the economy.

Our people are pleased and optimistic to see
that their economy is extending and growing
stronger with their own forces, that it is provi-
ding employment and prosperity for them, and
ensuring the necessary means for the indepen-
dence of the country and the defence of the
Homeland.

Economic successes are great in all branches
of production and in all the zones of the country.
During the eighties, in comparison with the
sixties, the average volume of the social product
is about three times, that of the fund of con-
sumption over two times, and the export of
goods over four times larger. These developments
have made it possible to increase the productivity
of social labour, to expand the country’s invest-
ments potential, to improve the material well-
being of the people, and carry forward the
education and cultural emancipation of the whole
society.

In the upsurge of work to celebrate the great
jubilee of liberation with new victories, good
results are being achieved in this fourth year
of the five-year plan. In general, the plans which
the Party has drafted for the economic and
cultural development of the country are being
accomplished successfully. During the first 6
months of this year, the plan of social production
has been overfulfilled to the extend of 200
million leks; and goods worth more than 800
million leks have been produced over and above
what was produced last year. Meanwhile, natio-
nal income has increased about 10 per cent. The
planned targets for labour productivity, consumer
goods turn-over and in other directions have been
overfulfilled.
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During these six months the income from
export goods increased about 40 per cent. The
concern of society for agriculture is being further
increased. This year crops were on a whole good
and the number of livestock has increased. Work
is going on everywhere to utilize the new material
and organizational possibilities and the present
favourable weather conditions to increase agri-
cultural production.

From this lofty tribune, on behalf of the
Party, I wish especially to congratulate the work-
ing collectives which have become initiators of
and have engaged in the movements for speeding
up the construction of new projects and increa-
sing the efficiency of the economy; the workers
ana specialists ot the hydro-power complex of
Banja who kept their word, ensuring that 120
million cubic metres of water are now available
for agriculture; the heroic youth who are rapidly
pushing ahead their actions in railway construction
and other sectors; the cooperativist peasantry
and especially the advanced brigades, which have
given new impulse to work in agriculture, crea-
tively applying the decisions of the 7th Plenum
of the Central Committee; and the technical and
creative intelligentsia which has placed its know-
ledge and talent in the service of socialism
and the prosperity of our beloved Homeland.

Our economic progress is obvious, but pro-
spects are even better. Social ownership and
pianned management provide new possibilities to
further increase production. At present from
underground we are extracting about 9 million
tons of minerals and fuels, compared with 3.5
million we extraced in 1970. These resources are
being increased rapidly. The productive capacity
oI tne agricultural land is being extended cease-
lessly. Demographic processes are proceeding
normally and the active work force guarantees
dynamic development in all spheres of social
activity. The independence of the country and
our self-reliance ensures stable development in
all sectors.

While affirming these successes and prospects
and our unshakeable confidence in the future,
we are aware that in the course of our develop-
ment various difficulties emerge. We have had
such difficulties in the past, are having them
today, and will have them in the future, too.
However, they can be overcome, although not
automatically and in a spontaneous way. Diffi-
culties can be overcome through persistent work
by all our organisms. Overcoming them requires
a thorough understanding of situations, just as
it requires a special mobilization of forces, crea-
tiveness and initiative from all individuals, cadres
and the mass of the working people.

The Marxist-Leninist methodology worked out
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by the Party permits us to discover the different
phenomena, positive or negative, on time and
to take effective measures to deal with them.
Our experience has confirmed that socialism has
the possibilities within its own system to over-
come the contradictions, conflicts and difficulties
which emerge during its development and to
respond to the dialectics of life. Socialism has
no need to borrow reforms and mechanisms from
the capitalist order which it has overthrown,
Proof of how dangerous and counter-revolutionary
that course is is the predicament the former
socialist countries that flirted with bourgeois
reforms are in today.

For the construction of socialism Albania
relies on its own forces, the course chosen by its
people, its own practices and traditions, and its
own thinking, which is illuminated by our revo-
lutionary ideology and the teachings of Comrade
Enver Hoxha. This is the guarantee that socialism
in Albania will always advance, that our national
freedom and independence will never be violated,
and that the life of our people will be ever
more prosperous.

In the future, too, the Democratic Front of
Albania has an important role to play in streng-
thening our socialist democracy, just as it has
done throughout the nearly 50 years of its acti-
vity. As an organization rallying and uniting
the popular masses of the country, the Front
is a tribune from which, on the basis of the
general line of the Party, workers and peasants,
intellectuals and veterans freely express their
opinions, make proposals and suggestions about
issues of the policy, the economy and the culture,
the socialist construction and the defence of the
country. The Front must always be able to force-
fully record and transmit the demands and
desires of the masses, and to mobilize them to
apply the line of the Party.

At the present time, when the principles of
socialist democracy are under the attack of the
united front of the bourgeoisie and revisionists,
it is the duty, not only of the organizations of
the Front, but of everyone, to defend these
principles, by applying them and putting them
into practice ever more extensively and tho-
roughly.

Taking advantage of the capitalist restoration
that has swept the Soviet Union, China and other
former socialist countries, and especially exploiting
the failures which have occurred there in the
political and social fields, the bourgeois propa-
ganda is trying to present these phenomena as
failures of the sacialist system and its revolutio-
nary theory and practice. Such an interpretation
is speculative and inspired by that savage anti-

ALBANIA TODAY

communism which has always fought with all
its means to overthrow socialism.

The present events in those countries prove
not the failure of socialism but only the ugliness
of that capitalist course which they embraced 30
years ago, and which the Party of Labour of
Albania criticized openly and publicly at that
time.

The reforms which are being applied in the
Soviet Union, Hungary, Poland and elsewhere,
through which the way is being opened to the
domination of private property and the introduc-
tion of monopoly capital, and the revival of
anti~communist reaction, old and new, are being
accompanied with class and ethnic conflicts,
outbreaks of anarchy and police violence, un-
employment and decline in the standard of living,
the spread of moral degeneration, etc. These are
not results of the socialist system, or features
characteristic of it. They are evils of the capitalist
system, and evidence of the existence and action
of its law.

Precisely because Perestroika and the reforms
which are being applied in a number of countries
serve the restoration of capitalism, the internatio-
nal bourgeoisie and reaction are supporting them
with enthusiasm. Moreover, they are even recom-
mending them as a «model» of economic deve-
lopment, as a criterion of the progress of demo-
cracy, and indeed, as a condition for international
cooperation between states.

Formerly, in its subversive activity against
the revolution and socialism, the bourgeoisie
recommended the Yugoslav road, the system of
self-administration, as a model. But very soon
we all saw how this model ended up. Now it
is being devalued from every aspect. The example
of Yugoslavia is extremely significant, also, in
connection with big capital’s advocacy of the
reforms of the Soviets and others.

The Albanian communists, with Enver Hoxha
at the head, have the merit that they were
the first who warned that Yugoslav self-admini-
stration, the 20th Congress of the Communist
Party of the Soviet Union, Mao Tsetung thought,
and Eurocommunism had nothing to do either
with socialism or communism, that they were
capitalist theories and practices which would lead
to the overthrow of socialism and the restoration
of capitalism.

The Albanian communists were neither pro-
phets nor soothsayers, but Marxist-Leninists, who
were convinced that the revisionist betrayal was
bound to lead, just as it did, not towards the
progress and well-being of the people, but to-
wards regression and crises, not towards the
democratization of human relations, but towards
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their degeneration, not towards the strengthening
of the people’s state power, but towards the
establishment of the power of the bourgeoisie
and tanks.

The retrogressive processes which are occurr-
ing in the former socialist countries today are
for us not only a confirmation of the correctness
of the line of our Party, but also an encourage-
ment to proceed with greater courage and de-
termination on the brilliant road which our
revolution has opened us, to the extension of
our tested socialist democracy, so that our people
will always exercise their power in genuine free-
dom, and the individual, liberated from exploita-
tion or any kind of oppression, will develop his
personality, and create and act with initiative to
the benefit of society and himself, and to the
benefit of the socialist Homeland.

Comrades,

The problems of our international relations
have always been at the centre of attention
of the Democratic Front of Albania. The struggle
which it has waged for recognition of the new
Albania and the increase of its prestige and
respect in the world, and its support for and
defence of the foreign policy of our Party
represent one of its outstanding traditions.

For the Party of Labour of Albania, the
Democratic Front, and the Albanian state, foreign
policy has had and has one objective: to ensure
the complete freedom, independence and sove-
reignty of our people, to create favourable exter-
nal conditions for the construction of socialism,
and guaranteeing the peaceful life of our people.
The international activity of our country, its
relations abroad, and its stands towards current
world events are determined by these lofty
interests.

The situations today are very complex. They
are characterized by great variability and no
less instability. The lowering of tensions in some
zones is countered by the raising of tensions in
others, the solution of one problem is accompanied
with the emergence and complication of several
others. Of course, as long as the causes of
fundamental world contradictions have not been
eliminated, the elimination of their consequences
cannot be expected, either. However, the clashes,
conflicts, confrontations, etc., which emerge from
these contradictions, do not necessarily take the
same form or manifest themselves with the same
intensity. Today we are living precisely at a
time when the various world groupings, military,
economic, political, and ideological, while unwa-
veringly maintaining their strategies, are rapidly
altering their tactics, methods of struggle, and
immediate objectives.
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Our view is that the temporary easing of
tension, which is dictated by specific interests of
the superpowers, should not lead to euphoria or
lowering of vigilance. The superpowers, the United
States of America and the Soviet Union, remain
what they have been: they have given up neither
their strategic aims of ensuring hegemony for
themselves and their rights over others, nor their
spheres of influence and the privileges which this
policy secures for them. A

Consistent in its foreign policy, socialist Al-
bania has supported and will continue to support
all those actions which are in favour of general
peace and security, and will oppose anything
which threatens the freedom, independence and
sovereignty of the peoples, and the interests of
the progress of mankind. It has condemned and
will continue to condemn the expansionist and
hegemonic policy of the imperialist superpowers,
which are mainly to blame for the tensions and
conflicts between states taday. Our sympathy and
solidarity are with those who defend their natio-
nal and social rights, who fight for equality in
international relations, non-interference in the
internal affairs of others, and respect of the
right of each people to choose and pursue their
own course of development.

We have paid and will continue to pay special
attention to our relations with the neighbouring
countries. In determining our stand, we have
proceeded not only from the interests of our
own country, but also from our conviction that
a good Balkan climate would also have no small
influence in improving inter-European relations,
and the situation in the Mediterranean and the
Middle East. '

We are aware that between the Balkan states
there still exist many disagreements, misunder-
standings and contradictions, which come from
their past history, the interference of foreigners
in our Peninsula, which has never ceased, their
participation in rival military and economic alli-
ances, and a relative backwardness in their general
development in comparison with other European
countries. But what is required today is not that
we list the obstacles, difficulties and their causes,
but that we work out how and in what way
we can overcome them: by means of confrontation
and force, or by means of dialogue and collabora-
tion,

We are for the latter, because this is the
course of the sound reason, the course which is
imposed by the vital interests of the Balkan
countries and their freedom, independence and
sovereignty, by the contemporary development of
international relations, and above all, by the desire
of the peoples of our Peninsula to live in peace
and friendship with one another.
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The fact that the Balkan countries have begun
a process of talking together in order to establish
and strengthen cooperation in different sectors of
mutual interest is encouraging and promising. The
meetings of foreign ministers last year in Belgrade,
and of their deputies in Sofia and Tirana, as
well as the meetings of the heads of many govern-
ment departments have given an obvious impulse
to this process.

Along with these positive trends, however,
there still exist some negative factors which give
rise to tensions in Balkan relations and inhibit
the process of cooperation. For example, a new
conflict, although its roots are old, has begun
to flare up, and is becoming as worrying as it
is dangerous. I am referring to the stand towards
ethnic minorities.

The use of police repression and violence
against ethnic populations is a policy entirely con-
trary to the sound logic and the spirit of the
times, a policy which comes from an outdated
and discredited ideology which has caused very
great damage to all the peoples of the Balkans.
To insist on it still means to move backwards,
not forwards. Political wisdom and foresight, and
the interests of general peace and security call
for the economic and national emancipation of
minorities, equality in their civil rights and demo-
cratization of human relations, not oppression and
discrimination and denial of constitutional free-
doms.

The numerous Yugoslav crises, and in parti-
cular, the tragic events in Kosova and the outbreak
of national conflicts within the republics which
make up this neighbour country exert an influ-
ence inhibiting the advance of the process of
Balkan cooperation. The worst thing is that this
grave internal situation has also begun to project
itself onto the international relations of Yugos-
lavia, especially with its neighbouring countries.
Among other things, the leadership of Serbia
has launched an absurd campaign, with marked
provocative tendencies, against Albania and other
Balkan countries under the pretext of protecting
Serb minorities who are allegedly living and
being persecuted in these countries. Of course,
this is a cheap propaganda ploy, but nevertheless,
it expresses a tendency which-reveals a definite
policy, that of finding any sort of cause and
of creating any sort of pretext in order to
quarrel with the neighbours.

Socialist Albania has always sincerely desired
to have the best possible relations with Yugos-
lavia. The great interests we have in common
demand such a thing. If Albanian-Yugoslav rela-
tions have not recorded any notable progress
hitherto, Albania is not to blame for this. Domi-
nation of primitive nationalism which influences
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the foreign policy of Yugoslavia towards our
country, and the archaic anti-Albanianism which
is one of the foundations of its internal policy,
have not allowed and still do not allow the
Yugoslav leaders to handle relations with Albania
and the Albanians wisely and realistically.

The failure of this policy is now very obvious.
If up till yesterday there was only one conflict,
the Serbo-Albanian conflict, today, as anyone
can see, the Serbo-Croatian and the Serbo-Slo-
venian conflicts have come to the surface. If
things go on like this, Serbo-Montenegrin and
Serbo-Macedonian conflicts will arise, too.

As a neighbour country with Yugoslavia,
linkzd with its peoples in good times or bad,
we desire neither its destabilization nor its
disintegration. We think, however, that denial of
democracy, violation of equality between nations
and nationalities, and establishment of the hege-
mony of one nation over others is not a course
which can get Yugoslavia out of its crises and
protect it from conflicts, or promote its develop-
ment.

Marx said very correctly that a people who
oppress other peoples cannot be free themselves,
either. It is impossible for the people of Kosova
to be oppressed, imprisoned and maimed, and
for state violence to be exercised against the
youth and intelligentsia of Kosova, and the rest
of Yugoslavia to remain democratic and pro-
gressive. Either there will be freedom and demo-
cracy for all the nations and nationalities which
make up Federative Yugoslavia, or there will
be freedom and democracy for none of them.

The Albanians in Yugoslavia are not a mino-
rity and cannot be treated as such. They repre-
sent the third largest population in this multi-
national state. It has already been proved that
nothing can be achieved without them or against
them, just as nothing can be achieved without
the Serbs eor acvainst the Serbs, without the
Croatians or against the Croatians, and so on.

Chauvinism ard nationalism, murders. jai-
lings and the policy violence have brought benefit
to no one. This has been shown by the {tragic
events in Kosova, which our entire people have
denounced and resolutely condemned, ijust as
world public opinion has done. Those in Belgrade
were very quick to drink the champagne to the
victory over the Albanians! However, the Al-
banians are not intimidated and international
relations are not improved by this chauvinist
delirium. The 600th anniversary of the battle of
Kosova Plain can be celebrated noisily, with a
clear tendency to flatter Great-Serb nationalism.
However, national hatred and oppression can
never become the pillar and basis on which a
multi-rational state can stand and live,
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The peoples of Yugoslavia fought heroically
and shed their blood in torrents not only to
drive out the foreign invaders, but also to get
rid of the hegemony of the Karageogevies. It
would be a great misfortune if they were to
return to that Yugoslavia which has been rightly
described as a prison of peoples.

Dear comrade delegates to the Congress of
the Democratic Front!

Great things await our people. This year we
will celebrate the glorious jubilee of the 45th
anniversary of the Liberation of our beloved
Homeland. This date marks a good occasion to
make a balance of our work and victories during
these decades of our free life. This is also a
moment to mobilize our forces even more po-
werfully to accemplish the new plans the Party
has drafted, to successfully apply its correct and
unerring line which has brought us to these
happy days and will assure us of even better
days in the future.

Our people are fully convinced that the
organization of the Front, faithful to its brilliant
traditions, will stand, as always, in the forefront
of the struggle for the achievement of new
victories on our brilliant course of socialist
construction, the progress and prosperity of the
countrv and the happiness of our people.

Once again I wish you success in your work!
Let this Congress mark a new step in the
strengthening of the Democratic Front of Al-
bania and the mobilization of the great army
of its members to fulfil the tasks which it will
set.

Long live the Democratic Front of Albania!

Long live our heroic people!

Long live our Party of Labour, the leader
and organizer of all our victories!

Glory to the brilliant work of Comrade Enver
Hoxha!

*

From 26th to 28th June, the 6th Congress of the De-
mocratic Front of Albania (DFA) held its proceedings in
the Paluce of Congresses in the capital, amidst great revo-
lutionary enthusiasm.

The delegates came to this large convention of
unity with profound love and gratitude for the Party
and Comrade Enver Hoxha, the founder and leader
of the Democratic Front. They were happy and
proud of the successes achieved in these 45 years of
our freé life, and resolute and ready to march always

3 (106), 1989 e 9

ahead on the road of socialism, under the leadership
of the Party with Comrade Ramiz Alia at the head.

At 9% o'clock on June 26th, the delegates and
guests broke into applause and enthusiestic chears to
greet the entrance into the hall of Comrade Ramiz
Alia and other Party and state leaders, Comrades
Adil Carcahi, Besnik Bekteshi, Foto Cami, Hajredin
Celiku, Hekuran Isai, Lenka Cuko, Manush Myftiu,
Muho Asllani, Pali Miska, Prokop Murra, Rita Marko,
Simon Stefani, Llambi Gegprifti, Pirro Kondi, Qirjako
Mihali and Vangjel Cérrava.

As well as the delegates to the Congress, members
of the Central Committee of the Party, the Presidium
of the People’s Assembly and Government, people’s he-
roes and heroes of socialist labour, deputies and coun-
citlors, representatives of the organizations of the masses
and the army, cadres of the organs of the Party and
state in the districts, and distinguished members of the
organizations of the Democratic Front, also attended.

-~The 6th Congress of the DFA was opened by
the vice-chairman of the General Council of the DFA,
Pilo Peristeri.

The delegates unanimously approved the agenda of
the Congress proceedings:

1. The report, «The Democratic Front — the Broa-
dest Support of the Party in the Socialist Construction
uf the Country-; ' ‘

2. Contributions to the discussion of the report;

3. Endorsement of the documents of the Congress;

4. Election of the General Council of the DFA.

The Chairman of the General Council of the Demo-
eratic Front of Albania, Nexhmije Hoxhe, delivered the
report, «The Democratic Front — the Broadest Support
of the Party in the Socialist Construction of the
Couniry». o

The period which has passed since the 5th Congress
of the Democratic Front, she said among other things,
has affirmed with renewed force the unbreakable unity
which exists in the ranks of our people and the
steel links of the people with the Party.

In this unbreakable unity the Party and the people
found the strength and courage to cope with the
difficulties of growth and of the weather, with the
savage interference, pressure and blackmail which the
imperialists and revisionists of all hues exercised
against us. In this unity the Party and the people
found the strength and courage to uncover and defeat
all hostile groups of plotters and putschists who aimed
to overthrow the people’s state power. The experience
of the struggle against them is an important lesson
of our history which teaches us that we must always
be vigilant to apply the line of the Party and wage
the class struggle persistently.

The achievements of the past decade, like the 45
years of freedom and socialism in our Albania, confirm
the great and undeniable truth that at all stages the
leadership of the Party has been a source of strength
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and successes for the Democratic Front. This historic
truth, proved in all the battles for the radical tran-
sformation of the Homeland and the construction of
the new life, has been summed up very well by the
people in the expression, «<What the people want the
Party does, and what the Party wants the people do.»

We must guard this unity like the apple of our
eye. We must ceaselessly temper it and make it ever
more powerful. It is a necessity for all times. The
internal and external conditions in which our people
are building and defending their socialist society, the
great proolems of its present and fuiure developmeni,
demand this. Experience has convinced us that only
a people who close their ranks tightly in unity of
thought, aim and action, around their Marxist-Leninist
party, are capable of securing and safeguarding the
freedom and independence of their homeland, of develo-
ping and advancing ceaselessly by coping successfully
with all the difficulties and obstacles of any type.

Our organization, Comrade Nexhmije Hoxha went
on, always remains fresh and dynamic and is con-
tinually rejuvenated because in its ranks there is unity
of the generations, father and son are united in a
single entity, and veterans of the war and work mili-
tate shoulder to shoulder with the present younger
generation which is the most vigorous, active and
creative force of the Front.

This continuity, this natural organic unity of gene-
rations, which expresses the noble and humane aspects
of our society, is a further testimony to the superiority
of socialism as a more humane order.

Ardent patriotism characterizes our people. For the
freedom and independence of the Homeland they are
ready to make the supreme sacrifices and mobilized
to respond without hesitation to anyone who seeks to
lay hands on ftheir territory, the life which they are
building with the sweat of their brow and the socialist
victories.

Amongst us patriotism has been enriched with new
values and has taken a new higher meaning. It has
been and is a true national treasure. Both cosmopolita-
nism and chauvinism are alien to it. Our people have
demonstrated in deeds that they are great patriots and
internationalists at the same time.

The new socialist Albania, built frem the very
foundations during these 45 years, Comrade Nexhmije
said, is the majestic work of the extraordinary achieve-
ments of our brave and hard-working people under the
brilliant leadership of the Party. This glorious jubilee
gives this Congress of the Democratic Front further
cause for rejoicing.

All the working masses are included in the work of
production, construction and creation to put into prac-
tice the tasks which the 9th Congress of the Party
set for the 8th Five-year Plan and the decisions of
the plenums of the Central Committee of the Party
for the further strengthening of the economy and rai-
sing the 1level of well-being. The people thoroughly
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understand what Comrade Ramiz Alia has pointed out
that, «Without a strong economy, there is no secure
defence, no genuine freedom and independence, no
raising of the level of well-being, and no develspment of
education and culture.» The political judgement and
consciousness of the people, their initiative, spirit of
action and creative potential, are conditions for the
socialist construction oi tne counsry. This is tne reason
why just as the effort or everyone is required, the
creative and inventive tninking ol ail iS equally neces-
sary.

seii-reiiance has been and is a fundamental prin-
ciple ior uie deveiOpincur 01 our society. The readiness
of the masses 10 unaevvake the solution of the major
tasks of the time has its source in the correct and
thorough understanding of this principle.

Socialism raises high the dignity and personality
of the working man, the informed and inventive man.
Thanks to the great activity of the Party and its
levers, a new socialist attitude to work and property
has been created everywhere. Our people know that
the biessings they enjoy come from work and work
alone. They know that our socialist property is the
basis of the present and the future of the country,
the basis of socialism, for our children and the genera-
tions that will follow.

Amongst us everything is accomplished by the people
and 1 the interests of the people. Well-being is expres-
sed and finds its reflection in all aspects of the life
of our people. Today Albania has 3,200,000 inhabitantis
with the youngest mean age in Europe, 27 years,
and with the average life expectancy of about 72
years.

Finding employment for the whole people, especially
in a country like Albania with its high rates of the
increase of population, requires a great engagement of
the economy. Likewise, the Party pursues the wise
policy of keeping the whole couniry populated, because
it is in the interests of socialism that the countryside
should not be abandoned, but on the contrary, life
should flourish in town and countryside, in the plains
and in the mountains, in each corner of the Homeland.

The ideological and political education of the wor-
king masses, she pointed out, has been and remains
one of the important tasks of the organization of the
Democratic Front. This is made even more necessary
today, not only because of the major problems to be
solved, which are facing our society, but also because
of the ideological struggle which is being waged on
a national plane between socialism and capitalism,
between Marxism-Leninism and revisionism. Let us
not forget, either, that in the daily work and struggle
for the strengthening of the economy and culture, our
man is under the pressure both of the remnants of
the old world which we overturned, and of the world
which surrounds us.

The socialist democracy in our counfry is genuine
democracy in action. For our people socialism has
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created freedom and rights beyond any comparison
with capitalism, has guaranteed their free and indepen-
dent life, has created true social equality, has guaranteed
national minorities the same rights as all citizens, has
opened the way for the extensive development of edu-
cation and culture, art and science in the service of
the broad masses of the people, has liberated the
people from the spiritual shackles of outdated ideolo-
gies and has equipped them with lofty ideals, making
their life worthy of living.

In the world today there is a great clamour about
human rights and freedoms. Indeed, the bourgecisie and
the revisionists have built up a whole campaign of
slunders against socialism, trying to present themselves
as banner-bearers of freedom and champions of human
rights. But wherever the capital rules, there is neither
genuine democracy, freedom, nor security in life, because
there the working people have been divested of the
means of production, are subjected to exploitation and
are divided from participation in government by an
insurmountable bureaucratic wall. In these countries there
are tens of millions of unemployed, whereas drug addiction
and crime, dissipation and degeneration have become
common phenomena and serious problems for the youth
and all society. The banner of freedoms and human
rights is the banner of socialism and not of the
bourgeoisie and imperialism, which trample these free-
doms and rights underfoot. Socialist seociety alone has
all the material, juridical and spiritual possibilities and
guarantees for the development of freedom and all-round
flowering of human personality. The best evidence of
this is our socialist society, which has really placed
our working man on a pedestal.

The fundamental guarantee of the rule of the people,
of the popular character of the state, of genuine demo-
cracy for the broad working masses and the assurance
of the real rights for the working man is the undivided
leadership of the Party — the vanguard of the working
class in our socialist society.

Dwelling on the current international situation, Com-
rade Nexhmije Hoxha said:

At present, the international situation is characterized
by a great contest of imperialist powers and groupings
to capture the most powerful economic and political
positions, to establish their hegemony and domination in
the world. Today, the propaganda machine of the im-
perialist powers is making an all-sided campaign of
demagogy and deception about the alleged reduction of
tensions resulting from the change of policy of the two
superpowers, the United States of America and the Soviet
Union, and the rapprochement and understanding between
them. It is claimed that we are allegedly facing an
«historic> turning-poeint, that the conditions have matured
and the possibilities have emerged for radical changes
in the direction of a general reconciliation between
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opposing great powers: for international security and
the good of the peoples. :

In these disturbed conditions, the peoples have had
to unite their - efforts more firmly in order to defend
their national freedom and independence, to oppose im-
perialism and any kind of sooial oppression, to avoid
war and defend peace.

The Democratic Front of Albania unreservedly sup-
ports the foreign policy of the Party of Labour and
our state, because it defends the lofty patriotic, revolu-
tionary and progressive interests of the Albanian people,
and reflects their peace-loving aims and their desires
for understanding and cooperation between peoples. The
first and main objective of this policy has been and
still is to guarantee our national sovereignty and free-
dom, to ensure political and economiec independence
and to defend our victories. Resolute exposure of and
opposition to the expansionist and hegemonic policy of
the two imperialist superpowers has also been one of
thé main component parts of our foreign policy.

Its clear, just and principled stands towards interna-
tional issues and developments have brought about
that the prestige of our country in the world has
risen higher and higher, that its name enjoys the
sympathy of the freedom-loving peoples and its voice
is listened to with respect. We all rejoice that the
number of friends and admirers of Albania in the
world is steadily increasing. The Democratic Front, in
its own name and on behalf of the Albanian people,
thanks all those friends and admirers, wherever they
are and whoever they might be, for their consideration
and friendship and for their interest and support.

All the members of our organization resolutely sup-
port the policy of good neighbourliness followed by our
Party and state with the couniries round us and their
efforts to strengthen the spirit of trust and understanding,
to increase cooperation with reciprocal interests in all
fields where this is possible.

For our people good neighbourliness has never been
simply a geographical neotion. Our people have under-
stood it as an objective relationship of common interests
and obligations for safeguarding the freedom and inde-
pendence of the Balkan peoples, strengthening their
own sovereignty and avoiding the interference of foreign
powers, and maintaining mutual respect for the historical
heritage and their original culfures. A correct and
thorough understanding of this relationship would
greatly assist in overcoming many obstacles and diffi-
culties which still stand in the way of establishing
fruitful inter-Balkan cooperation.

Our country has striven to establish an atmosphere
of genuine good neighbourliness in its relations with
Yugoslavia, too. But such a thing has been not achieved,
and Albania is not to blame for this. To say the
least of it, the policy which is being pursued towards
our country in Yugoslavia is not at all constructive
and is contrary to the interests of our peoples and
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the interests of good neighbourliness. A noisy anti-
Albanian propaganda, in markedly hostile overtones,
has been stepped up to even higher levels recently in
connection with the events in Kosova.

The Democratic Front of Albania resolutely rejects
the - accusations made against our country of inter-
ference in the internal affairs of Yugoslavia and the
insinuations that allegedly it us for the destabilization
and destruction of Yugoslavia.

The whole world knows, and the Yugoslavs know
only too well, that Albania does not interfere in the
attairs of others, in any sector or in any issue. It
maintains tnmis stand not only towards Yugoslavia, but
towards any other country. Non-interference is its
prineiple and practice in international relations.

However, it there are still people in Yugoslavia
who think that by accusing us of interference, of
territorial claims which we have never raised, or
incitement of ‘contlicts between nationalities, etc., we
Albanians will lower our voice in defence of the
lawful rights of tne Albanians in Yugoslavia, they are
gravely mistaken.

- 'he violence which is being used for a long time
against the Albanians of Kosova and other parts of
Yugoslavia, the Killing of innocent people, and the
imprisonment of thousands of youth, the great poverty
and sutfering, the mass persecution and inhuman dis-
crimination, cause us grief, as they do all Albanians
wherever they live.

Therefore, our organization at its Cengress cannot
fail to express its anger and protest over all those
chauvinist actions which are being perpetrated against
Albanians in Yugoslavia, all those injustices which are
committed against them, all that violence and oppression
exerted against them.

The Albanians who live in Yugoslavia are not seeking
pity from anyone. They are demanding those rights
which they won through their National Liberation War
and which are now being denied them, they demand to be
on an equal footing with the other peoples of Yugos-
lavia, demand the right to maintain and develop their
language and culture, their historical traditions and
way of life. Recognition and practical implementation of
these rights would be to the general benefit, not
only of the Albanians, but also of all the peoples of
Yugoslavia. This would also be in the interests of
peace and security in the Balkans and more widely.

Just as we have always been united in the struggle
for the triumph of freedom and construction of so-
cialism, today and in the future we will remain united
to defend them from any enemy wherever it comes
from and in whatever form it presents ifself. Just
as we will extend our sincere hand of friendship to
all those who accept it, we will know how to cope with
the pressure and infrigues of all those who do not
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wish us well; just as we will continue fo collaborate
with goodwill with all those who respect the principles
of equality and non-interference, we will know how
to reject the blandishments of those who aim to divert
us from our correct course.

The foreign policy of our Party and state bhas
always been open and independent, reflecting the place
and responsibility of our country in the international
community. This policy has had and will always have
the full support of all the Albanian people.

In our beloved Homeland, Comrade Nexhmije Hoxha
said in conclusion, the people and the Party, closely
united as always, will safeguard this unity between
them as the most priceless treasure, will consolldate
and carry forward the victories achieved, conscious and
determined to leave to the present and future genera-
tions «an Albania always stronger, always red like the
undying flame of the communist and partisan hearts
and ideals, an Albania which will live and advance
through the centuries.»

This was Enver’s final behest and this was the
vow which Enver’s comrade and close collaborator, our
beloved leader, Comrade Ramiz Alia, took before him
in the name of the Party and the people.

In the midst of the great joy of those present,
Comrade Ramiz Alia took the floor to greet the Congress
on behalf of the Central Committee of the Party.

Comrade Ramiz Alia’s speech was listened to very
attentively and was frequently punctuaied by applause
for our glorious Party.

In the third session the Congress passed onto the
second point on the agenda.

In the afternoon of June 26 the delegates paid
homage to the Cemetery of the Martyrs of the Nation
and the grave of Comrade Enver Hoxha. They paid
a wvisit to the Museum for Enver Hoxha, displaying
their gratitude and respect for the brilliant work of
the beloved and wunforgettable leader, Comrade Enver
Hoxha.

In honour of the 6th Congress of the DFA, the
professional and amateur artistic troupes of the capital
and of some districts gave a concert at the Summer
Theatre in the Big Park of the capital in the evening
of June 27.

The contributions to the discussion of the report
over, the Congress went on the third point on the
agenda: endorsement of the documents of the Congress.

Comrade Nexhmije Hoxha, presiding this session,
gave the floor to the delegate Xhelil Gjoni who, on
behalf of the commission, read the Call of the 6th
Congress of the DFA. The Call was unanimously appro-
ved. The delegates approved the decision of the 6th
Congress of the DFA to endorse the report <«The



ALBANIA TODAY

Democratic Front of Albania — the Broadest Support
of the Party for the Socialist Construction of the
Country».

Then, they passed onto the last point on the agenda:
election of the General Council of the DFA. In the
name of Standing Committee, the delegate Xhorxhi
Robo presented the candidates to the General Council
of the DFA. The first candidate was the First Se-
cretary of the Central Committiee of the Party of Labour
of Albania, Comrade Ramiz Alia. At that the delegates
and guests rose to their feet and burst into powerful
applauses and cheers.

The delegates unanimously approved the 185-mem-
bered General Council. Then the General Council held
its first meeting.

The emulation commission announced the winners of
the socialist competition in honour of the 6th Con-
gress of the DFA. Amid the rejoicing of those present,
Comrade Ramiz Alia and other leaders of the Party
and state handed over the red flags to the winners.

In the end, Comrade Nexhmije Hoxha informed the
Congress about the results of the elections. On Comrade
Ramiz Alia’s proposal, Comrade Nexhmije Hoxha was
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elected .Chairman of the General Council of the DFA.
Comrades Pilo Peristeri, Hysen Lacej, Ismail Kadare
and Mark Vuji were elected vice-chairmen, and Leka
Shkurti secretary of the General Council.

The Chairman of the General Council of the DFA,
Comrade Nexhmije Hoxha, delivered the closing speech.

The 6th Congress of the DFA, in which for three
days on end the delegates made a powerful manife-
station of the steel-like unity of the people round the
Party, their resolution to march always ahead on the
Toad of socialism and to make our beloved Homeland
still more powerful and prosperous, concluded its pro-
ceedings with success.

In the evening of June 28, the delegates to the
Congress were invited to heroic Peza, where 47 years
ago, on the initiative of the CPA (today the PLA),
and of our beloved and unforgettable leader, Comrade
Enver Hoxha, personally, the first Anti-fascist National
Liberation Conference was held. Upon the conclusion
of the proceedings of the Congress, the General Council
of the DFA put on a dinner at Peza. Comrade Ramiz
Alia and other leaders of the Party and state attended.

The dinner passed in a very happy atmosphere.
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THE 45t ANNIVERSARY
OF THE HISTORIC CONGRESS

OF PERMET

Comrade Ramiz Alia and other Party and state

leaders attend

On May 24, the 45th anniversary of
the historic Congress of Pérmet, the
First Anti-fascist National Liberation
Congress which laid the foundations
of the mew Albanian state of peo-
ple’s democracy and opened up a
new brilliant epoch in the centuries-old
history of our people, was celebrated
at Pérmet (a town in Southeast Al-
bania).

Amid the rejoicing and enthusiasm
of thousands of local inhabitants and
guests who had come to take part
in the celebrations, the First Se-
cretary of the Central Committee of
the Party and President of the Pre-
sidium of the People’s Assembly, Com-
rade Ramiz Alia, the Member of the
Political Bureau of the Central Com-
mittee of the Party and Chairman of
the Council of Ministers, Comrade
Adil Carcani, and other Party and
state leaders came here to take part
in the celebrations.

As always, the Party and the peo-
ple paid their first respects to the
sons and daughters of the people who
laid their youth and their blood in
the foundations of the happy days
we are living today, the foundations
of the people’s state power. At 09.00
hours of May 24, Comrade Ramiz Alia
and other Party and state leaders
went to the cemetery of the war mar-
tyrs of the district of Pérmet. Com-
rade Ramiz Alia had warm talks with
the former delegates to the Comngress
of Pérmet, and members and relati-
ves of martyrs’ families and other
participants in this ceremony. Wreaths
were laid at and homage was paid
to the monument «The Comrades».

The wreath on behalf of the Central
Committee of the Party was laid by
Comrades Ramiz Alia and Simon Ste-
fani, Member of the Political Buredu
of the Central Committee of the Par-
ty. Comrade Ramiz Alia and other
comrades stood in silence with the
clenched-fist salute in front of the
monument while the brass band exe-
cuted the National Anthem. Then they
went through the graves of those who
have fallen for the liberation of the
Homeland, honouring their sacrifice
for the people and the Homeland.

Together with the delegates, Comrade
Ramiz Alia and other Party and
state leaders entered the historical
hall in which on May 24th-28th, the
First Anti-fascist National Liberation
Congress was held, which decided on
building the new Albania of people’s
democracy according to the will of
the people.

On the occasion of the 45th an-
niversary of the historic Congress of
Pérmet, he said, I greet all those pre-
sent here on behalf of the Central
Committee of the Party and the Pre-
sidium of the People’s Assembly. On
this marked day 1 want, in parti-
cular, to greet the former delegates
who are here amongst us.

The Congress of Pérmet, whose an-
niversary we are commemorating to-
day, is a very important eveni, a
decisive moment in the glorious epic
of the National Liberation War. By
its decisions, it sanctioned and le-
galized the people’s state power.

On May 24, 1944, what the Party
and the people had formerly carried
out with bloodshed, struggle and in-



humerable sacrifices, was formally
sanctioned here, in this hall. The Con-
gress made a reality of the funda-
mental aspiration of the people, and
the main aim of their many and many
revolutionary struggles: it made the
people the masters of their country,
gave them state power and guaranteed
tnem their freedom and indepen-
dence.

By declaring that no return to the
past was possible, the historic Con-
gress of Pérmet showed the worid
that with their heroic siruggie, the
Albanian people had become the ma-
sters of: their own fate, that anti-
Ppopular regimes had no piace on their
so14, tnat the vime waen tiny Aibania
was treated as a token for barter to
twiril the appetites of foreigners was
gone once and for all times.

In particuiar, by commemorating
the marked day of vay 24, we honour
vhe great deed of our giorious rarvy
and pay homage to Aivanias legen-
dary leader, Comrade Enver Hoxna,
Wuo were tne inspicers and orgaiuzers
of 1niS histuric oongress., ‘aae ViCid-
ries or tmne people, iae triumpa of
tne Nauonat Liperation war, tane nis-
toric victory of November %Y, 1Y44,
e new Amwama and he pProspecss
Ol 1¥S advance are lINKed wiwn bae
araist-vennist  line and
Wisu0m Wnica has atways caaracie-
rized our heroic FParty, with Com-
rade liaver Hoxna at the head, in
tne lead of our revolution.

corcect

Today, when after about five de-
cades we see Aibania a L1I0UriSuiny
and cuitured country, we vafue even
more the far-sighteaness with which
tne Party has mapped out its future.
Albania has been radically transtor-
med in all directions. It has become
stronger, more beautiful, and more
respected. It was expiloited and op-
pressed by the beys and aghas and
foreigners; today it is a free and in-
dependent country, a sovereign coun-
try in the true meaning of the word.
It was a backward country from the
economic and educational point of
view; today it is a couniry with an
advanced agriculture, a multi-branched
industry, and many schools and cul-
tural and scientific institutions, a

-ueApe pue sdo[eAlp YIIYm LIjunod

ces. relying on its own forces. Al-
bania, which foreigners have once
trampled underfoot, now has a per-
sonality, a name, a policy and a
stand of its own, which enjoys the
sympathy of the peoples and is liste-
ned vo with respect in the weorld.

I mentioned these achievements in
order to stress, with a feeling of Joy
and pride, with what determination
and consistency the rarty has forged
anead on the read mapped out by
the Congress of rermet. We mention
tnese wnings here also to indicate
tne greainess of wnat was done in
lnis smail simple han, and its great
Importance to this day.

Commemoration of nistoric events
is not intended oniy to pay homage
to the past. It has great importance
also for the present and the future,
because history is a school, and we
inspire ourselves by it to cope with
tne demands of the time, and respond
successtuuy to the new tasks set by
tne soc.afist construction of the
country.

The fundamental lesson we draw
from the commemoration of the Con-
gress of rerme¢ is that we shousd
ceasciessiy Strenginen and advance
our country, peopie's Albania. This is
acaicved sirenguaeming  the
posiuons of sociatism 1n our country,
acveiloping the economy, raising the
Cuitucat leve« and improving the weil-
bemg of the peopie. This is achieved
tarough preserving like ihe apple ot
the eye the freedom and indepen-
dence of tne Homeland, for which
our peopie shed so much blood and
made so many sacrifices. Hence, com-
rades, let us redouble our efforts,
work ever more intensely on every
front or sector of social activity to
score -ever new victories; let us keep
revolutionary vigilance sharp, and
raise the defence potential and mi-
litary capability of our armed forces
ever higher. Nothing should lull us
to sleep, neither words about the
easing of tension, nor the peace pro-
mises of the superpowers and other
aggressive forces.

varougai

Another lesson we draw when com-
memorating the Congress of Pérmet
is that we should preserve the po-
pular character of our state by ap-

pointing the finest sons and daughters
of the people to all its links and
instances, those who with their every-
day work and struggle have shown
that they are putting everything in
the service of the cause of socialism
and the defence of the Homeland.

The 45 years elapsed since the Con-
gress of Pérmet have taught us that
the more we advance on the road
of socialist construction, the more re-
silient state organisms must be, the
better they must be linked with the
masses of the people, their problems
and concerns. Revolutionization of the
state organs is a permanent task.
Uniy tarough a constant process of
revoqutiomzation and in permanent
struggle with bureaucracy and its ma-
nifestations, does state power remain
fresn, dynamic and operational, and
its decisions always etfective.

Comrade Enver Hoxha has taught
us that the only road for the re-
votutionization of state power is that
of its constant democratization,
tnrough the ever broader participa-
tion of the working masses in leading
state activities. '1'nis has been and
will be the constant line of the Party.
Wwith us democracy is not something
formal. It is a concrete thing and it
is expressed in the right of all the
working people to directly exercise
State power, taking decisions about
plans of socialist construction, the
roads of development of the economy
ana cutture, the amount of produc-
tton and distribution of material bles-
sings.

Our democracy was reflected also
in the May 7 elections, not only by
the fact that the people went to the
polls and cast over 99 per cent of
their votes for the candidates of the
Democratic Front, but also by the
many activities which took blace
dur.ng the electoral campaign. I will
bring two examples: in the district
of Tirana, taking account of the pro-
posals of the Trade Unions, the Wo-
men’s Union, the Youth Union, the
Veterans’ Organizations and the opi-
nions of the party organizations, the
Democratic Front put forward 7,960
candidates. After detailed discussion
at broad popular meetings, according
to constituencies, 3,046 candidates



were adopted, as many as were
needed, of whom 28 were proposed
directly at those meetings. In the di-
-strict of Fier, the Democratic Front
put forward 6,612 candidates for peo-
ple’s councillors. The people adopted
2,304 of them, as many as were
needed for all -instances, including
63 candidates that were proposed and
adopted directly at popular meefings.
The same happened in all the di-
stricts' of Albania. There is no coun-
try in the world with so democratic
debates and elections to state organs.
This deep-going analysis and nomi-
nation of candidates to state organs
by the masses- themselves is the me-
chanism of our socialist democracy
which led to brilliant results on the
‘voting day.

The plans the Party has mapped
out -together with the people for the
all-round  development of the country
open up brilliant -prospects to socia-
lism in Albania. We are aware that
work - and knowledge, indeed much
work and knowledge, are needed for
this purpose. However, no matter how
great. and difficult, tasks have never
intimidated our people. We have com-
plete - confidence in our forces. Our
optimism relies on our material possi-
bilities, the many resources of our
agriculture and industry, the inexhaust-
ible capacities of our people, and
our tireless workers and peasants,
and the gifted specialists and cadres
turned out by the Albanian school.
Our optimism is based on the tested
line of the Party which has brought
and will always bring victories.

Comrade Ramiz Alia’s address was
listened to with attention and inter-
rupted by applause and ovations jfor
our glorious Party of Labour.

Then the Party and state leaders
visited the museum-hall. They and
the ex-delegates to the Congress put
their signatures in the book of the
Congress.

The festive rally on the occasion of
the 45th anniversary of the Congress
of Pérmet took place in the main
square of the town. Comrade Simon
Stefani greeted those present on be-
half of the Central Committee of the
Party, the Presidium of the People’s
Assembly, the Council of Ministers

‘and the General Council of the De-
mocratic Front of Albania.

The Congress of Pérmet, he said
among other things, is one of the
more important events of the glorious
Anti-fascist National Liberation War
and one of the monumental achieve-
ments of the Party. It will always
remain an authentic evidence of the
fact that the Party posed the problem
of state power as the fundamental
problem of the revolution and solved
it-in faveur of the people right from
the time of the war.

The forty-five years that have elap-
sed -and the whole road we have left
behind shows that this state power
has ceaselessly grown and strengthen-
ed, been perfected and revolutionized
as a state of the dictatorship of the
proletariat. . The objectives of the
historic Congress of Pérmet have suc-
cessfully been achieved. The new
state, with its legislative and execu-
tive organs, displayed great skill in
coping with the major problems of
the liberation war, the reconstruction
and the construction of the new Al-
bania. It is a worthy representative
of the Albanian people, both within
and outside the country, and it has
smashed all attempts of the internal
and external enemies, and all their
efforts to turn it away from its
Marxist-Leninist road.

On this great day, Comrade Simon
Stefani said further on, we comme-
morate with profound longing and
gratitude the immortal life and work
of Enver Hoxha, the most outstanding
man our nation has ever produced,
the glorious and unforgettable leader,
the head of the first People’s Demo-
cratic Government. Everything done
in Albania within this half a century
is closely linked with and indivisible
from his name and work.

The strength and prospects of de-
velopment of our state power, he
went on, lie in the unity of the peo-
ple round the Party. This unity is
a vivid and wonderful reality — the
steel base for the protection of the
gains of the revolution, freedom and
independence of the Homeland. The
Party and our state
created all the necessary conditions,
political, economic, ideological and

power have



moral, for a permanent monolithic
unity of the entire working people
and their steel unity round the Par-
ty. «There can be no people’s po-
wer,> Comrade Ramiz Alia has said,
«without a true popular unity of the
working masses, just as there can
be no such unity without a true peo-
ple’s power.»

The task of all and everybody is
to work strenuously to strengthen the
moral and political unity of the peo-
ple everywhere.

The fundamental decisions of the
Congress of Pérmet opened up a

brilliant epoch in the history of the
Albanian people. They had a strong
influence also on the foreign policy
the new state of people’s democracy
would follow. With an open and in-
dependent policy based on Marxist-
Leninist principles, the Party and our
state guarantee Albania and its peo-
ple their freedom, independence and
sovereignty, and favourable conditions
for the construction of socialism. This
correct and peace — loving policy has
greatly enhanced the authority of so-
cialist Albania in the world. It has
increased the number of its friends

Gordial meeting of the beloved leader with delegates

and well-wishers, and constantly ex-
panded diplomatic contacts and com-
mercial, scientific and cultural ex-
changes with the outside world.

Albania has succeeded in surviving
through struggle in a turbulent world
in which the imperialists and social-
imperialists seek to rule the peoples
and make the law for them.

We are a people who have always
wished others well. We molest no-
body, on the contrary, we
friendship and good relations with
all those who respect us as we re-
spect them. We do not

want

want tur-
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in the Balkans. With our
stands and actions we have shown

bulences
that we are for peace, understan-
ding, cooperation and good neighbour-
Such relations
have with Yugoslavia, too. However,

liness. we want to
certain circles in this country do not
respond to our goodwill in a posi-
tive way. They try by all manner of
means to foliow the wrong road of
harming these relations,

In the meantime the state of emer-
gency, violence, arrests and imprison-
ments, intermenis and mass purges
of people in all fields, and draco-
nian repressions continue in Kosova.
This wave of chauvinist violence
unexampled in Europe has been and
is resolutely condemned by the Al-

banian people, and it has shocked
world and even Yugoslav opinion,
which . has stigmatized it without
hesitation.

Only recognition of the real state
of things, lifting of the state of emer-
gency, respect of democratic and na-
tional rights and a dialogue with the
Albanians can open up the road to
overcoming old and more recent pro-
blems.

This would have an immediate po-
sitive influence also on the develop-
ment of relations between the tweo
countries, which are an important ele-
ment in inter-Balkan relations and,
as such, carry their weight in the
incipient process of Balkan coope-
ration.

Our beloved Albania, Comrade Si-

mon Stefani went on, is today,
just as the Congress of Pérmet wan-
ted it to be, a new and prosperous

country, with a social system which
is the most advanced in the world.
The Party, people, state power and
socialism have made Albania a coun-
fry in which magnificent transforma-
tions have taken place in the eco-
nomy, education, science and culture,
and in the standard of living of the
working people.

Albania which before Liberation
could hardly nourish its one million
inhabitants, who, most of them, had
not enough to eat, and wheo. had an
average life expectancy of 38 years,

today has over 3 million inhabitants
with an average life expectancy of
over 71 years. The all-round socialist
transformations have made the coun-
try more prosperous, and have em-
bellished and = enriched the life of
our people. They have created great
possibilities for a more vigorous de-
velopment in the future. Here lies
the greatness of socialism. True so-
cialism, which is being built in Al-
bania, copes with any challenge of
the time, facing up fto the whole
frenzied campaign the bourgeoisie and
revisionists have embarked on against
socialism to devalue ifs ideals, fo
sow doubt and uncertainty about tl{é
socialist future of mankind. With the
reforms they are carrying out, the
with the Soviet
ones at the head, are wiping off any

modern revisionists,

trace of socialism and galloping to-
nothing
can save them from the grave econo-
mic, political and social crisis which
has their in its grip. It
is a result of their anti-Marxist and
anti-socialist course.

wards capitalism. However,

countries

By its example. our country shows
that socialism can successfully be
buitt and defended, that it
order of high suveriority and vitality.
It has created in our counfry a multi-
branched economy which is in con-
stant development. enabled our peo-
ple to live with dienity through their
work. and multiplied and streng-
thened evervthing that counts: na-
triotism and moral purity, determina-

is an

tion. the thirst for progress and know-

ledge. democratic and  progressive
feelings. With us there is no crime,
inflation. no
other ulcers
whirh are eroding the nresent canita-
list-revisionist world. We march with
a sure steo on the road of socialist
develonment. relying totally on our
own forces and fruitful international
cooperation, because this is the road
of honesty, the road which keeps our
hands free and strengthens freedom
and the independence of the Home-
land. There is no force which can
divert us from this road, on which
the Party with Comrade Ramiz Alia

no unemnlovment, no
drug-addiction. or any



at the ‘-head :are leading us. So shall
we always stand with a proud fore-
had before history.

At the conclusion of the rally, amid
the great enthusiasm of those ‘present,
Comrade Ramiz Alia said:

I cannot leave you without wishing
you also on behalf of my comrades:
A happy celebration! Long live our
people, long live our heroic Party, long
live the brave and industrious peo-
ple of Pérmet!

The square resounded with enthu-
siastic cheers for whole minutes.

Then the Party and state leaders
met the members of martyrs’ families,
distinguished workers and cadres of
the town and villages, veterans of
war and work, militarymen, young
men and women.

On the occasion of the 45th anni-
versary of the Congress of Pérmet,
the Central Committee of the Party,
the Presidium of the People’s Assem-

bly, the Council of Ministers, the Par-
ty Committee and the Executive Com-
mittee of the People’s Council of the
District of Pérmet put on a dinner at
«Dhémbel» Hotel. During the dinner,
which went on in a very cheerful at-
mosphere, toasts were raised to the
Party and its Central Committee, with
Comrade Ramiz Alia at the head.
With profound affection the people
of Pérmet saw off Comrade Ramiz Alia
and other Party and state leaders.

THE 5% SESSION OF THE 11th LEGISLATURE
OF THE PEOPLE'S ASSEMBLY

The 5th Session of the 11th Le-
gislature of the People’s Assembly held
its proceedings from 21-22 June.

Attending the session were guests
from central health institutions, va-
rious enterprises and sectors, council-
lors and representatives of the or-
ganizations of the masses, and army-
men,

The deputies and the guests gave
an enthusiastic welcome to the First
Secretary of the Central Committee of

‘the Party and President of the Pre-

sidium of the People’s Assembly, Com-
rade Ramiz Alia, and other Party and
state leaders, who came to attend the
work of the session.

The proceedings were held according
to the following agenda:

1. Report of the Council of Mini-
sters: «The results achieved in the
protection of people’s health and the
further measures for raising prophy-
laxis and health service to a higher

level»;

2. Draft-law «On the suppression
of the Energy Ministry»;

3. Decrees issued by the Presidium

of the People’s Assembly.

The Minister of Health, Ahmet Ka-
mberi, delivered the report on behalf
of the Council of Ministers.

Among other things in the report
he said, Our Party and the state have
always attached special attention to
the problems of the protection and
strengthening of people’s health. The
aim of the Party’s social and econo-
mic policy has been to create the best
possible material conditions for the
working people, so that they be in
good health and in
to work

a position
and produce for the
good of society, the family and for
themselves, and capable of defending
the Homeland and the victories achie-
ved until today. That is precisely why
from the beginning our health service
had a prophylactic orientation.

With the implementation in practi-
ce of the orientations of the Party,
that the health service should be
l;rought as close to the people as
possible, a whole network of health
institutions has been set up throughout
the country. Today we have 9,702
such institutions, 85 per cent of which
function in the rural area.

The Party and the state have shown
continuous solicitude for the health
of mother and child. This is reflected
in the extension of the maternity
leave and the adoption of a number
of other measures to do With the
strengthening of the prophylaxis in
general, and the hospital service, in
particular. Of the 730 maternity hou-
ses and wards and 5,571 mother and
child consultation clinics and houses
of the country, 654 and 5,281 or 95
per cent are respectively in the
countryside.

Along with the building and exten-
sion of this network of health servi-
ce centres, special care is devoted
to the training and specialization of
the medical siaff. The Faculty of Me-
dicine and the other schools for assis-
tant medical staftf have made their
contribution to the fulfilment of the
requirements of our health system.
Today we have 8 times more physi-
cians, pharmacists and dentists than
in 1962. Whereas the ratio of a phy-
sican per inhabitants today is 1:127,
against 1:2,800 in 1962. Every agri-
cultural cooperative has its health
centre: completed with the medium



has decreased noticeably:

health staff and every village has
one nurse and midwife.

The extension of health service and
the measures adopted to raise the
technical-scientific level of the per-
sonnel and the quality of the service,
have assisted in bringing about a con-
siderable improvement of the health
situation in the country. The natural
increase of the population today is
20 per 1,000 inhabitants, which is
amongst the highest in Europe. The
average life expectancy has gone up
to 72 years, against 68 which it was
in 1975. The birth-rate level is 25.3

"per 1,000, The age structare of our

population is dominated by the young
age-groups, whereas in many bour-
geois and revisionist countries the
bhenomenon of the ageing of the po-
pulation is growing into disquieting
proportions. In 1970, 75 per cent of
all births were delivered with medi-
cal assistance, whereas in 1988 the
figure reached up to 99.7 per cent.
There has been a rapid fall in the
infantile mortality in recent years,
and in 1988 it was reduced by half
against the year 1980. Total mortality

from 9,2
per 1,000 inhabitants in 1970, to 5.4 in

1988. All this is the result of the

continuous rise in the material and

cultural level of the people and of
the strengthening of the care for
their health.

. Our people’s state power, the Mini-
ster of Health continued, has adopted
a complete legislation which ensures
conditions for the health service and
for the free medical assistance for all
citizens, as well as a number of draft-
laws on the State Health Inspectorate,
and the protection of the environ-
ment against bollution. A broad net-
work of health propaganda and edu-
cation institutions has been set up
for the protection of people’s health
and the environment in which people

work and live. The intensification
of this service remains a primary
duty for the people of the health
service, but also for the organs of the
state and the educational and cul-
tural institutions. o

The rapid development of the mul-
ti-branched industry, the urbanization
and intensive growth in agriculture
are accompanied with problems of
pollution of the environment. Tue
higliest organs of the Pariy and state
have 1ssued laws and decisions with
the aim or aveoiding these natural con-
sequences of growth. Laws and ordi-
nances on this problem have been
supported with a number of measu-
res of technical, organizational and
scientific character, and considerable
investmenis have been made for this
purpose.

Among the many measures for pro-
phylaxis, for the protection of people’s
unealth, Comrade Ahmet Kamberi poin-
ted out, the scientific organization
of an extensive struggle to combat
infectious diseases has occupied a
special place in recent years. A pri-
mary factor in the protection of peeo-
ple’s heaith is also the early detection
wi wae non-infectious diseases and tne
regular check-up and observation of
the cases detected.

The protection and strengthening of
tne health of mother and child remains
a constant duty, because the future
of the Homeland depends on if. The
emancipation of the woman and fhe
protection of her health, especially
during the period of pregnancy and
after child-birth, and the care for the
welfare of the infant are ensured
through important measures. There is
a whole organizational structure, with
maternity homes and wards, with
obstetric-geneacological and pediatric
wards and hospitals, with mother and
child consultant clinics, outpatient cli-

nics and créches, with the Institute of



Pediatric Studies, which has a quali-
fied personnel and contemporary equip-
ment and means. The government is
actually studying the possibilities for
creating more facilities for mothers
with children, in addition to those
envisaged under the existing legisla-

tion. In this

manner a further de-

crease in the infantile mortality will

be possible and within the year 1991

to lower it to 20 per 1,000 live births.

The extension of the health service
institutions and the efforts to bring
them still closer to the people, espe-
cially in the countryside, in the cities
and work centres, the minister undec-
lined further in his speech, have
created the possibilities for everyone
to profit more from the general medi-

cal assistance provided in the out-

patient clinics, dental clinics, poly-
clinics and pharmacies. With the mea-
sures that are envisaged to be taken
in future, the aim is to make the
health service more and more available
for the people and still more effi-
cient, and to finally proceed towards
the system of the family doctor.
The number of medical staff with

university training has kept increasing




and this has led to the continuous
fall in the ratio between physicians
per inhabitants in favour of the lat-
ter. Nevertheless, the present ratio
is still not satisfactory. Theref(:)re, ad-
mission to the Faculty of Medicine
in the last two years have {rebled,
and this high rate will be maintained
with the aim that by the end the
next five-year period we could have
one physician per 537 inhabitants.
The recent measures include also pro-
visions for the raising of the level
of qualification of the assistant me-
dical personnel.

The present-day development in the
health service and the measures. adop-
ted for the future, said Comrade Ah-
met Kamberi concluding his report,
guarantee the further improvement of
the health service and the protection

and strengthening of people’s health.

After contributions to the discus-
sion of the report, the deputies una-

nimously adopted the decision <«On

the measures for the further raising
of the level of prophylaxis and health
service»,

Then the session went on to the
second point of the agenda. The de-
puties unanimously adopted the Law
«On the suppression of the Energy
Industry», whereby this ministry is
suppressed and its activities are trans-
ferred to the Ministry of Industry and
Mines, which is henceforth called
the Ministry of Industry, Mines, and
Energy.

On the last point of the agenda
the floor was given to the Secretary
of the

Assembly, Sihat Tozaj, who, on behalf

Presidium of the People’s
of the 'Presidium, presented the re-
port on the decrees issued by the Pre-
sidium of the People’s Assembly.

The deputies unanimously adopted
the decrees issued.

The Chairman of the Standing
Committee of the People’s Assembly,
Petro Dode, ddalivered the
speech.

closing



THE STRENGTH
AND VITALITY
OF OUR ECONOMIC ORDER

by Prof. HARILILA PAPA JORGII

Socialism in Albania creates the necessary political, social and economic
conditions in which the uninterrupted development of the multi-
branched socialist economy can carry out its fundamental so-
cial function, the continuous uplift of the material
and cultural level and the satisfaction of
the real requirements of the people.

As the great November celebrations,
the 45th anniversary of the liberation
of the Homeland, the triumph of the
people’s revolution and the establish-
ment of the people’s state power, are
drawing near, people everywhere are
drawing the balance-sheet of their
achievements and making pledges to
march further ahead on the road of
the complete construction of socialism,

What our country inherited from
the past was a profoundly backward
economy. The domination of the feu-
dal-bourgeois relations in production,
the intervention of the foreign mono-
poly capital and the damage caused
by this negative legacy of the past,
determined the low level of the forces
of production on the eve of the li-
beration of the country. Industry in
the real sense of the word was al-
most non-existent. The fragmentary
artisan preduction which prevailed all
over the country was accompanied
with a very low level of technique
and the one-sided structure of the
branches of the economy. The foreign
monopoly capital had penetrated
and made the law in almost all the
branches of the national economy. The
situation in agriculture was still worse,
with the general use of the wo-
oden plough with which not more than
a few months’ bread for a popula-
tion of one million could be snatched
from the land.

Mass unemployment, low wages,
emigration of labour, and bad wor-
king conditions — these were the cha-~
racteristics of the pre-Liberation pe-
riod. Poor living and working con-
ditions, the unexampled exploitation
of the working masses and the low
level of income, the poor health ser-
vice, etc., had a direct influence on
the health conditions of the popula-
tion and on the demographic indica-
tors. The material damage per head
of capita of population in the Second
World War in Albania was among
the highest of Europe. All these fac-
tors only served to make the already
backward economy still more back-
ward and to widen the gulf fixed bet-
ween Albania and the other FEuro-
pbean countries. The only way out of
this profound and all-sided backward-
ness was to carry ahead the socia-
list revolution in all fields.

1. THE REVOLUTIONARY CHAN-
GES IN THE FIELD OF OWNERSHIP

Upon -the liberation of the country,
the people’s state power, which had
just been established, faced major
complicated problems arising from the
need of healing the wounds of the
war, of beginning the development
of the economy and culture and of

strengthening our defence. In this
very difficult period, complicated by
economic problems and fraught with
political and military threats, the Par-
ty and Comrade Enver Hoxha displa-
yed their foresightedness. They charted
out the roads for the profound and all-
-sided transformations in the fields of
social and economic development. These
revolutionary changes of a very
broad range covered all fields of so-
cial life: the policy and ideology, eco-
nomy and education, culture and the
defence of the Homeland.

The economic base of socialism
could be built only by solving the
task for the liquidation of the frag-
mented economy and the old social-
-class structure, and by replacing
them with a new structure in which
the hegemonic role belongs to the
working class. The first radical step
towards the accomplishment of this
program which the newly established
people’s state power undertook, is con-
nected with the abolishment of the
capitalist relations and the creation
of the socialist relations in produc-
tion, through the socialization of the
main means of production in indus-
try and in the other branches, and
through the establishment of the so-
cialist ownership over them. The li-
quidation of the capitalist ownership
and its replacement by socialist state
ownership is carried out through
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the socialist nationalization ana tne
expropriation of the exploiting clas-
ses. The socialist nationalization, as
a revolutionary expropriation with-
out compensation of the exploiting
classes, tor the transformation of the
capitalist ownership into socialist
state ownership, is an objective neces-
sity of wne period of transition.

In agriculture the people’s power
inherited the old landowner-bour-
geois form of ownership, which exis-
ted as landowner property, the ca-
pitalist property and the small pro-
perty of the working peasantry. Im-
mediately after the liberation of the
country, one of the most pressing
fundamental questions was the li-
quidation of the old relations in the
rural area in order to gradually ac-
complish the agrarian program of the
rarty, as a conslituent part of the
broader program for the establish-
ment and consolidation of the socia-
list ownership of the means of pro-
auction. 1he first step tor the im-
plementation of this program and one
ot tne main links for the solution
of the agrarian problem in our coun-
try was the implementation of the
rand Retorm. The Land Reform
which was thereupon enacted brought
about the compulsory expropriation
without compensation of the land-
owner and capitalist property in the
countryside, giving it to the land-
poor peasants and paitly converting
it into socialist state property. It re-
stricted the private ownership of the
land to a minimum and helped in
the adoption of legal measures which
prohibited the sale, purchase, leasing,
alienation and bequeathing of the
land, as well as the use of land as
private property for the exploitation
of the labour of others.

The implementation of the Land
Reform, as the first important step
for the solution of the agrarian pro-
blem, had repercussions in many so-
cial and economic directions. By li-
quidating the remnants of feudalism
and the landowner class, the Reform
had, at the same time, an anti-impe-
rialist and anti-capitalist character.
It was one of the most important
changes in the domain of the eco-
nomy which overthrew the old struc-
ture of classes and contributed to

the creation of the new social-class
structure of our socialist society. As
Comrade Enver Hoxha said, the Land
Retorm marked the first revolution
in the social-economic relations in
the countryside.

In a country with an economy com-
prising many heterogenous sectors,
wnere is a contradiction in the very
existence of the sector af small com-
modity production. On the one hand,
tnis sector is connected with the so-
cialist sector and is used in the in-
terest of the construction of socia-
lism, while, on the other hand, small-
-scale commodity production, which re-
lies on the private ownership, pro-
vides the ground for the emergence
of capitalism. Therefore, despite the
contradictionary nature of the deve-
lopment of the sector of small-commo-
dity production, the socialist state
relied temporarily on this sector,
while gradually working to bring
about tne socialist transformation of
the small producers of the country-
side through their voluntary union,
and to introduce the small agricul-
tural producers on the road of so-
ciaiist collectivization.

The socialist transformation of agri-
cuiture is indispensable for the con-
struction of the economic base of so-
cialism. This historic imperative stems
from the contradictions which exist
between the socialist relations in pro-
duction, established in industry and
in the other branches of the eco-
nomy, and the relations of small-
commodity production in the rural
area, between the political super-
structure and the economic base. The
socialist collectivization of the small
farmers in our country is a compli-
cated process, involving complex
aspects which took a relatively long
time to solve. The socialist sociali-
zation of the small farmers cannot
be accomplished through the same
means as those used in the violent
socialization of the capitalist proper-
ty. The working peasantry, which did
not appropriate the labour of others,
is the natural ally of the working
class in the revolutionary process of
the seizure of political power and the
socialist construction of the country.
Therefore, the socialist collectiviza-
tion of the countryside is accompli-
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shed not through the expropriation
by violence, but on the basis of con-
viction and free will, under the lea-
dership and with the all-round sup-
port of the socialist state.

The all-sided measures in the field
of education for the upuit of the
culturat level of the people led ra-
pidly 1o iune liguwaation of iuteracy
in more than vu per cent or the po-
pulation. Of ma,or impact to the im-
proveraent of people’s health were the
enorts in the campaign against tuber-
cuiosis, typhus, malaria and many
owner diseases, which were comple-
te.y wiped out from our territory.

2. THE SOCIALIST INDUSTRIALI-
ZATION OF THE COUNTRY

While these achievements were
being made, the Party worked to
carry further forward the process
of socialist construction. It took into
account the fact that the socialist
industrialization constitutes a univer-
sal law of the socialist revolution
and construction for all the countries
which embark and develop on the
socialist road. In the concrete histo-
rical and social conditions of our
country, the socialist industrialization
constitutes an indispensable uninter-
rupted process of social-economic de-
velopment for the gradual transfor-
mation of the country from a back-
ward agricultural country into an
agricultural-industrial  country, and
tnen to an industrial-agrarian coun-
try, with the perspective of becoming
a developed industrial country which
relies on an advanced agriculture.

The industrialization of the country
in Albania has been carried out in
conformity with the concrete con-
ditions-and with the basic principles
of Marxism-Leninism. The industiry
was built on the basis of our local
primary mineral and agricultural ma-
terials and on the other assets of the
country. The development of the so-
cialist industrialization in Albania is
characterized by some features and
stages: the harmonious and simulta-
neous development of industry, con-
sidering it as the leading branch and
agriculture as the basic branch of
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the economy; the uninterrupted dea-
velopment of industry at high rates;
the uninterrupted perfecting of the
structure and branches of industry,
giving priority to the heavy industry,
and, parallel with it, the development
of the light industry; &and the har-
monious distribution of industry
throughout the territory of the coun-
try and protection of the natural en-
vironment. The development of the
socialist industry is an objective ne-
cessity, also, because it was to en-
sure the increase and strengthening
of the working class which consti-
tutes the main social basis of the
political power. The implementation
of the policy of the rapid socialist
industrialization of the country has
been accompanied with just as rapid
increase in numbers of the working
class, with the raising of the educa-
tional and technical-professional level
and with the enhancement of the
leading role of the working class in
the whole life of the country.

By proceeding on this road, in the
first stage of industrialization, which
ended in 1955 in general, our coun-
iry was transformed from a backward
agrarian country into an agrarian-in-
dustrial country, capable of reorgani-
zing the development of the other
branches of the economy. With the ra-
pid advance in the economic and in
the material-technical base in the
1960’s, the country was now in a
position to complete the construction
of the economic base of socialism in
city and countryside. The socialist
form of ownership became predomi-
nant, and a single system of the eco-
nomy was created. After 1961, the
fundamental task of this period was
the complete construction of the mate-
rial-technical base of socialism, which
was achieved through some five-year
periods, in which Albania was trans-
formed from an agricultural-industrial
country into an industrial-agricultural
country. The main link in the accom-
plishment of this task was, in the first
place, the continuation of the industri-
alization of the country.

In this manner, the economic map
of our country was filled with plants,
factories and combines, beginning from
the factories for the processing of
agricultural products, the textile mills-

and the plants = for the production
of footwear, to the metallurgical co-
mbine, the plants for the smelting
of non-ferrous minerals, chromium
and cooper, and the mines and huge
hydro-power stations. In 1987, as
against the pre-war period, the indus-
trial production had grown 1968 fold,
and its part in the total industrial
and agricultural production increased
from 6.7 per cent to 67 per cent. In
this same period, the number of the
urban population increased 6.7 fold,
al a time when the general popula-
tion of the country increased 3.1 fold.
As a result of the vigorous develop-
ment of the material-productive base
of industry, the country now could
support not only the rapid growth
of the cities and towns, the urban
population and the improvement of
the structure of the population living
in the rural and the urban aress,
but also the expansion and growth
in size of the inhabited centres, and
the better distribution of the urban
concentrations in different districts.
In the period of the socialist con-
struction, because of the high rates
of the development of the extended
socialist reproduction and the deepe-
ning of the technical-scientific revo-
lution, the electric, engineering, che-
mical and construction materials in-
dustries have played an increasingly
growing role. If in the years 1950,
1960, and 1970, these branches taken
together accounted for respectively
6.5 per cent, 86 per cent and 18.1
per cent in the total structure of the
branches of industry, in the year 1987
this figure went up to 30 per cent.
These progressive changes in the stru-
cture of industry are the results of
the priority given to the development
of the branches of these industries.
Our industry today is in a position
to ensure the bulk of the consumer
goods needed within the country. Like-
wise, the engineering industry can
supply spare parts for 90 per cent
of the needs of the country. The oil
and electric power industries, and the
energy base of the country can meet
the local needs for their products, and
ensure incomes from export. An im-
portant place is occupied by the
foreign currency incomes created by
the export of the minerals of chrome
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and ferro-chrome, and the export of
copper and its by-products, bauxites,
coal, etc.

3. THE DEVELOPMENT AND MO-
DERNIZATION OF SOCIALIST AGRI-
CULTURE

The development of industry is
accompanied with the harmonious
development of agriculture, as the
basic branch of the economy. The
complete collectivization of the coun-
tryside, which represents the second
revolution and the most radical change
in the countryside, was caried out
in the plains, the hills and mountains
on the basis of the Party’s agrarian
policy. The socialist collectivization,
which was accomplished within a pe-
riod of 20 years, first in the plains
and then in the hilly and mounta-
nious zones, has entirely changed the
aspects of our socialist countryside.
The hilly and mountainous agricul-
tural economies possess about 50 per
cent of the fund of arable land of
the country and account for a consi-
derable part of the agricultural and
livestock product.

The establishment and perfecting of
socialist relations in the rural area
and the consistent implementation of
the policy of the simultaneous deve-
lopment of industry - as the leading
branch — and agriculture - as the
basic branch of the economy, have
brought about major and all-round
changes in agriculture, in general,
and in the life of the Albanian vil-
lage, in particular. The place of the
undeveloped primitive agriculture with
a single-crop production has been taken
by the many-branched intensive
agriculture.

The harmonious proportional deva-
lopment of agriculture in all  its
branches has been and stil is the deci-
sive factor for the perfection of the
structure of agricultural production,
for the strengthening of reciprocal
relations between agriculture and the
other branches of the economy, the
increase in the volume and the rai-
sing of the effectiveness of produc-
tion, the all-sided development of
the country in rural rural area and the
constant -population in . it
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Dynamic changes have been made

in agriculture in the period of the
socialisl construction. The technical-
-scientific progress has been accom-
panied, in each stage, with the harmo-
nization of the development of the
extensive road with the intensive
road. The replacement of the wooden
plough by the powerful tractor and
of the pine-torch by the electric
lamp represent, in the conditions of
the Albanian countryside, epoch-ma-
king changes carried out within re-
latively short historical periods.
" The raising of the technical level
of agriculture and the liquidation of
backwardness inherited from the past
are an indispensable condition preli-
minary to the creation of a stable
national economy which relies both
on industry and on agriculture. The
development of industry in general,
and of the engineering and chemi-
cal fertilizers industries in particu-
lar, have led to the enhancement of
the degree of mechanization and the
chemization of agriculture. In 1987,
as against 1950, the number of trac-
tors reckoned at 15 hp has increased
54 fold, the use of chemical ferti-
lizers 95 fold and the irrigation ca-
pacity 10 fold. In comparison with
the pre-war period, the surface of the
arables has increased 2.5 fold.

By proceeding on this path, our
agriculture, along with industry, con-
stitutes a decisive factor in the sta-
bility of production and the indepen-
dent économic development of the
country. Agriculture ensures about 85
per cent of the staples of the popu-
lation, the primary materials for
the light and food — stuffs industries
and a consideérable part of the value
of “exports and the internal accumu-
lation needed for the extended so-
cialist " reproduction. Agriculture is
the sphere  which provides jobs for
more than  half of the working pe-
ople of the country; nearly 2/3 of the
population' of Albania lives in the
rural area — a population which ensu-
res 70 per cent of its income from
work in agriculture.

The dynamic changes in our coun-
try and the narrowing of distinc-
tions between the rural and the ur-
ban areas have their source in the
revolution of a ‘socialist character,

which has been made in the Alba-
nian countryside. Achievements on
this road have been great. The achie-
vement of self-sufficiency in bread
grain for more than ten years in
succession now, and the consolida-
tion year by year of this historic
victory and the self-sufficiency in
most of the staple food of the po-
pulation, speak of the vitality of the
system of our socialist agriculture, the
cooperatives and the state farms, of
the devotion of our patriotic peasan-
try and of the consistent implemen-
tation of the achievements of modern
science and technology.

4. THE ADVANCE OF THE COUN-
TRY RELIES ENTIRELY ON OUR
OWN FORCES

The liberation of the country and
its advance on the socialist road have
been achieved by Trelying entire-
ly on our own forces. The implemen-
tation of this policy has ensured the
freedom and national sovereignty, the
independent political, economic and cul-
tural development of our society, and has
defended it from outside pressures
and dictates. The thinking of the
Party and Comrade Enver Hoxha in
this field matured gradually and was
built in conformity with the concrete
conditions of each stage of develop-
ment. But one thing has been clear
from the beginning, namely, that the
independent development of the eco-
nomy would be ensured through the
establishment of the socialist owner-
ship in town and countryside, the so-
cialist industrialization of the country
as a whole, and the creation of the
independent energy base, in particular:
the collectivization of agriculture and
the Jocal production of bread grain;
the massive education of the popula-
tion and the creation of an army of
cadres; thé raising of the material
and cultural well-being of the peo-
ple; and the strengthening of the de-
fence capacity of the Homeland. These
are the main pillars which support
the country’s present and future in-
dependent development. If these pre-
conditions "had not been prepared
step by step, the country would have
come up against various difficultizs
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in the implementation of the prin-
ciple of self-reliance and the final
result would have been jeopardized.
Therefore, this strategy of the Party
has bezn salutary for our country.
Everything in our country has
been done without owing anything to
anyone. Albania has no foreign eco-
nomic debts, or obligations of any
other nature. Above all, our country
is independent, the Albanian people
are masters of all the riches of their
land, are sovereign and make their
decisions about how to use them.
Of a great original value is the ex-
perience of our country, also, as re-
gards the preservation of the purity
of the socialist relations in produe-
tion. By summing up this experi-
ence and making a critical analysis of
the theoritical and practical concepts
of the modern revisionists, impor-
tant measures have been taken in
Albania in order to close the door
to revisionism and to the return to
capitalism. This has been achieved
through the quantitative and qualita-
tive development of the state owner-
ship, and the gradual implementation of
the natural roads for the transition
from the property of the group to
the property of the entire people, by
perfecting the relations of distribu-
tion, and by correctly appreciating
their weighty role in the creation of
general well-being, without permitting
the ¢reation of privileged social strata
and groups, and by strengthening the
alliance between the working class
and the peasantry.
“Proceeding from these teachings and
from the positive experience and the
conclusions reached from the situa-
tion in which socialism is built in
Albania, the task is set that we must
ensure within the country everything
we can: wheat and maize, as well as
cotton and sunflower, electric power
and technological machinery, steels
and ferro-chrome, but also simple
handicraft means and tools and ar-
ticles. Although small, our country
must have the same complex develop-
ment as a big country. This has no-
thing to do with autarchic develop-
ment, as our enemies try to make out;
on the contrary, this is a very sig-
nificant expression of the economic
and political independence of the
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country. In the present conditions the
essence of this policy is clearly ex-
pressed in the implementation in prac-
tice of the principle that we must
consume as much as we produce,
must guarantee imports with our ex-
ports, must spend within the Ilimit
of our incomes, must increase reser-
ves, and on this basis, must extend
the balanced exchanges ‘with the
world.

Besides this, in the circumstances
when our country has foreign trade
relations with the other countries of
the capitalist and the revisionist world,
the need arises for a better appli-
cation of all those forms and prac-
tices of international trade and other
relations which are acceptable and
beneficial to us and do not violate our
country’s independence. We have taken
and will continue to take what-
ever is progressive and good from
world science, culture and technique,
making at the same time our
contribution to the development of
world progressive culture.

The implementation of the prin-
ciple of self-reliance has continuously
extended its sphere of operation
along with the increase in the hu-
man potential, the growth and deve-
lopment of the working class, the
cooperativist peasantry and the peo-
ple’s intelligentsia.

Our economic development is ac-
companied with the rapid increase
of the size of the working class.
Whereas in the pre-Liberation pe-
riod our country had only 15 thou-
sand workers, in 1950 their number
reached to 55,000, and 1987 to 650,000,
which, against the year 1938, is equal
to an increase of 43 fold. As a cre-
sult of these progressive changes,
throughout the period of the socialist
construction we notice a tendency for
the constant enhancement of the role
and weight of the working class
in the social production and in the
social-class structure of the popula-
tion. Whereas in 1950 the working
class represented only 10 per cent
of the population, in 1979 it reached
to 38.2 per cent.

The prevalent trend in the progres-
sive changes of the social-class struc-
ture of the population has been for
the working ciass to increase with

priority in comparison with the co-
operativist peasantry and the people’s
intelligentsia. In the period between
the last two censuses (1969-1979), the
working class has increased by 35
per cent, and the working peasantry
10 per cent. Since the working class
has developed at higher rates in the
period of socialist construction, the
part of the peasantry in the compo-
sition of the country’s population has
fallen from 75 per cent in 1950, to
50,2 per cent in 1979.

The same rapid growth rates have
been observed also for the people’s
intelligentsia. The number of peo-
ple with higher education today has
reached to 70,000, against a few hun-
dred that the whole country had b=-
fore Liberation. Our workers, specia-
lists cadres design and build major
projects, mines and mineral-smelting
plants, gigantic power stations, etc,,
with their own forces.

The implementation of the principle
of self-reliance has extended ceaseless-
ly along with the increase in the
volume of investments for the social-
-economic development. In our coun-
try high rates of investments are a
constant feature. During the five-year
period 1981-1985, the volume of fun-
damental investments was more oOr
less equal to that of the twenty-year
period 1951-1970, and 104 fold higher
than that of the period 1951-1955.
The increase in the volume of in-
vestments has been more rapid and
greater than the population growth.
In the five-year period 1981-1985, as
against the period 1951-1955, invest-
ments increased over 10 fold, whereas
the population doubled, and as a re-
sult, the investments per capita
of the population increased over 5.1
per cent.

The increase of the volume of
fundamental investments at increa-
singly higher rates have been ensu-
red from the rapid increase in the
social product and the national in-
come, from the policy pursued for
the distribution of the national in-
come and accumulation and consump-
tion fund, as well as from the effec-
tive use of accumulation. While ensu-
ring an uninterrupted increase in the
fund of consumption for coping with
the ever growing requirements of
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consumption per capita, the fund of
accumulation has also grown at high
rates. The maintenance of a relati-
vely high norm of accumulation is
the main source of the uninterrupted
development of fundamental invest-
ments. This policy has helped us
to maintaing high growth rates of the
state budget income and expenditu-
re, which is reflected directly in the
uninterrupted development of fu-
ndamental investments. In 1987,
as against 1950, the state bud-
get expenditure increased 13 fold,
whereas the part of the expen-
diture destined for the development
of the people’s economy and the so-
cial-cutural measures against the to-
tal budget expenditure, increased to
nearly 85 per cent in 1987, as against
50 per cent that they were in 1950.
The increase in the state budget ex-
penditure and the improvement of
their structure are clear proof of
the increase of the potential of our
socialist economy for investments,
which helps to strengthen and deepen
the consistent implementation of the
principle of self-reliance.

5. THE DEVELOPMENT OF MATE-
RIAL PRODUCTION LEADS TO A
HIGHER STANDARD OF LIVING

The dynamic development of our
country in the last decade has been
characterized by the constant imple-
mentation of the law that governs
the rates of increase of the social
product, the national income and the
production in the main branches,
which have been 2-3 times higher
than the increase of the population.
In our country we can observe the
phenomenon that, whereas the social
product doubles every 12-13 years,
the population doubles only every
three decades. Thus, in 1986, as aga-
inst 1950, the social product increased
over 13 times and the overall agri-
cultural production about 5 fold,
whereas the population only doubled.

Agriculture and stock-farming are
the basis for ensuring the food for
the people. The large-scale socialist
production is ever more capable of
fulfilling the requirements of the po-
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pulation of the country for food. Never-
theless, in our country ever grea-
ter improvements must be made n
the supply of the people, so as to give
an impulse to the definitive so-
lution of the problems of the present
and those of the distant future.

An important component part of the
plan to improve the supply of the pea-
santry with livestock products, vege-
tables, beans and potatoes, is the
creation of the small herds and plots
of the brigades, which represent the
collective property of their members.
The growth of these elemenis has
created a powerful trend which calls
for the mobilization of reserves, and
which shows in practice the vitality
of the cooperativist order. This will
also encourage the increase of mar-
ket supplies for the requirements of
the cities and industry. If at present
work is concentrated on the supply of
the population at a reasonable level
of consumption, Comrade Ramiz Alia
has pointed out that the not-too-dis-
tant objective of the Party is to en-
sure that the food program should
be built on the basis of scientific
norms of consumption.

The raising of people’s well-being
is accompanied with a profound ideo-
logical and cultural revolution which
has always played an important role
in the all-sided emancipation of the
whole people and the overall develop-

ment of the country on the indepen-
dent socialist road requires the most
complete and thorough utilization of
all the great intellectual potential
which has been created in the ranks
of the working people. The uplift of
their educational level is supported
by the large number of pupils and
students in all links of our educa-
tional system, which reached to over
750,000 in a country with a popula-
tion of a little over 3 million inha-
bitants. The average life expectancy
in Albania today is nearly 72 years,
against 38 in the pre-Liberation pe-
riod. Expenditure for education and
culture take up more than 11 per
cent of the total state budget ex-
penditure.

The health service has a network
which covers virtually the whole
country and is given free of charge.
An imporant element in the uplift
of the standard of living, especially
in the countryside, is the completion
of the electrification of all the villages,
and the supply of abundant drink-,
ing water to all inhabited centres
in the rural area. Almost all villages
are linked by motor-roads and have
telephone lines. If in 1955, the vil-
lages with over 1,000 inhabitants re-
presented about 3 per cent of the to-
tal number of villages, in 1979 they
made up 17 per cent of them.

For some years now the country-
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side has been included in the system
of state social insurances, which are
applied according to unified and cen-
tralized criteria. The peasant enjoys
the right to a pension just liké the
city worker. He is also entitled to
all the health services, for himself
and for all the members of his
family.

The rapid social-economic deve-
lopment has created tavourable con-
aiutons  for the maintenance of a
high rate of popu.adon increase,
wulch is among the highest in Eu-
rope, wilh a natural increase of 21
per 1,000 inhabitants. In this man-
ner, socialism in Albania has ensu-
red, at the same time, the continui-
ty of the present and future gene-
rations. Socialism in Albania creates
the necessary political, social and
economic conditions in which the un-
interrupted development of the multi-
-branched socialist economy can ful-
fil its fundamental social function,
the continuous uplifi of the material
and cultural level, and the satistac-
tion of the real requirement of the
people. In our country, the construc-
tion of socialism is closely linked
with the well-being of the people and
the defence of the Homeland and the
victories achieved, because only so-
cialism can create the conditions for
the working people to be direct produ-
cers and consumers.



THE PERSONALITY
OF THE INDIVIDUAL
IN OUR SOCIETY

by FATMIR ZANAJ

Inter-personal relations in our socialist society are influenced
by political and social relations. They are permeated
through-and-through by equality, mutual trust and

respect, and moral and political unity

With the liquidation of the exploi-
ting classes, the deepening of the pro-
cess of narrowing essential distine-
tions between city and countryside,
between mental and physical work,
during the complete construction of
the socialist society socio-political equ-
ality among the members of our SO~
ciety goes on increasing. Simultane-
ously, up to the complete construc-

. tion of communist society, the working

class will remain the vanguard, the
leading and hegemonic class of so-
ciety, enjoying, so to say, all the «pri-
vileges» accruing to it from this po-
sition. These are embodied in the prin-
ciples, norms and criteria of the cons-
truction and functioning of the po-
litical system of socialist society, so-
cial ethics, etc.

Observance of them does not affect
the socio-political stalus of our co-
operativist or people’s intellectual, nor
does it create a hindrance on the road
of the all-round development of
their personality.

Their fundamental political and eco-
nomic interests are the sameas those
of the worker. On this communi-
ty and unity of interests created by
socialist ownership and socialist re-
lations of production, unity grows
stronger in the field of psychology
and ethics, as well as in the treat-
ment and assessment of events, so-
cial-processes and phenomena. Com-
rade Ramiz Alia points out, «Ours
is a society characterized by souad
political and ideological unity, the
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one psychology and the one social
mentality.»!

The above conclusion shows that in
our social reality, in our social be-
ing, there exists such socio-econo-
mic and socio-political conditions
which necessarily produce this poli-
tical unity and social and psycholo-
gical wunity, that is, this social con-
sciousness.

But how does this feature of our
society stand against its centralist-de-
mocratic political organizations? The
reply to this question has to do with
the elucidation of a number of pro-
blems.

In the formation of the conscious-
ness and psychology of people, apart
from their economic conditions of pro-
duction and their mode of living,
their place in society, which includes
their function, socio-political status,
etc,, has particular importance. This
process is also influenced by other
social factors like class, social origin,
membership in the Party or mass
social organizations, belonging to
smaller social groups, the familly, the
working collective, society, ete.

In their composition the individual
enters into relationship with the class,
the group, the organization, and other
individuals. This relationship directly
produces the essential components of
the personality of each individual and
his psychology.

In the Constitution of the PSRA it
is sanctioned: «All citizens are equal
before the law. No limitation or pri-
vilege in the rights and duties of

citizens is allowed on account of
sex, race, nationality, education, so-
cial status or material condition.»

Of course, as Marxists we know
that it is not the law or right that
creates socio-political equality among
people. Before coming to its legal
expression, it lives and extends in
our socialist society. Knowing the
primary character of socio-economic
factors, it is important to explain fur-
ther how superstructural, political,
juridical or other factors exercise their
influence on it. Here it is important
to understand the great distinction of
principle of the socio-political orga-
nization of socialist society from the
socio-political organization of capita-
list society. The former is anti-bure-
aucratic, democratic and popular,
while the latter is bureaucratic, an-
ti-democratic and anti-popular.

Analysing the capitalist political or-
ganization and the capitalist state, K.
Marx emphasized that bureaucracy is
in their spirit, and its spirit is «the
formal spirit of the capitalist states.
Marx wrote, «Bureaucracy is a circle
nobody can break out of.. The gene-
ral spirit of bureaucracy is its se-
crecy and misteriousness. This mis-
teriousness is maintained through its
hierarchical organization towards the
outside world, which is due to its
closed corporative character.»?

In a political organization of any
kind, its essence and content are con-
ditioned by the class holding political
power, the relationship of other clas-
ses to this power, and the degree of
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their participation in the regulation,
organization and management of the
political system in power. The admi-
nistrative aspects — the forms of the
political and juridical regulation of
the functioning of this ystem — are
formal elements. In the capialist bu-
reaucratic order the individuals who
make up the mass of the oppressed
and exploited people are excluded
from the exercise of political power.
In order to make this oppression,
which is to the advantage of the
ruling classes, easier the capitalist so-
cio-political order is built in such
a bureaucratic way as to present
its formal aspects as it content, to
beguile the masses with illusory
«rights» and «democracy». There «...
where capital rules,» Comrade Enver
Hoxha wrote, «there is democracy for
the capitalists, oppressors and exp'oi-
ters, and oppression for the majority,
the masses, the people. Here exists
the dictatorship of the bourgeoisie,
the fascist dictatorship, the bureau-
cratic order.»?

In the system of capitalist political
relations the individual undergoes a
mystical bureaucratic alienation. Bu-
reaucracy transforms him and treats
him as an abstract citizen, ignoring
the real fact that he is either the
oppressed or the oppressor. The capi-
talist bureaucratic organization con-
siders political activity only that
which is carried out within the
scope of the laws, articles, and the
constitutional order in power, which
exercises a direct influence on the
equilibrium and status quo of the
existing order. In bourgeois political
science the notion of politics, in ge-
neral, and political activity, in parti-
cular, is an extremely narrow one.
Almost the whole of it is contained
within the scope of bourgeois law
which defines the rules of the «po-
litical ensemble», the system of repre-
sentation, the parliament, political par-
ties, lobbying, etc. According to this
bureaucratic concept there is both po-
litical inequality among the different
closed levels of the hierarchy of po-
litical organization and class inequ-
ality as a product and requirement
of the rational functioning of the sys-
tem, of the operation of its inner
laws towards integration, equilibrium

and stability. It is clear that these
anti-scientific theories are aimed at
justifying and perpetuating inequali-
ty and, along with it, the socio-po-
litical system that is intended to main-
tain it — capitalism.

In the conditions of the dictator-
ship of the proletariat in our country
the people in power lead and admi-
nister the country. Our individual is
included and organized in different
component parts of this political sys-
tem, in the PLA or mass organiza-
tions, in state or cooperativist or-
gans. As a member of a class or
stratum of the people, everywhere he
works the individual not only im-
plements but also creates, decides, dis-
cusses, criticizes, proposes and ams=nds.

The party of the working class, the
Party of Labour of Albania, is @
concrete and inspiring reality and a
model of relations of equality among
the individuals of our society as a
whole, and every element in the sys-
tem of the dictatorship of the pro-
letariat. In the organs and organiza-
tions of the PLA there is no hierarchy.
All individuals, members of the PLA,
regardless of the function they exer-
cise in the Party or in the State,
are equal among themselves, and
enjoy the same social and political
consideration.

The whole system of social, state
and coopsraiivist organizations is built
in accordance with the line of the
Party. Individuals, regardless of their
party or state functions, are politi-
cally equal among themselves.

As the PLA is the one leading po-
litical force of society and the state,
the party member has a particular po-
litical relationship with the non-par-
ty masses. The communist is a lea-
der of the masses everywhere he
lives and works. On the other hand
as they stand in the service of the
masses, the cadres of different socio-
-economic sectors also-perform leading
functions. However, as individuals,
both the communist and the cadre is
politically and socially equal to any
working individual of city and coun-
try.

The explanation for this reality is
found in the profoundly democratic
essence and nature of socialist so-
ciety and its polilical organization. The

ALBANIA TODAY

building and functioning of this or-
ganization is such as to enable the
working class and the working mas-
ses to maintain state power always
in their hands. «When the people give
their votes for their representatives.»
Comrade Enver Hoxha points out, «it
must be kept in mind that it is they
that decide the appointment {o sta-
te functions, and not the party or sta-
te organs.»® The particular individual,
whoever he happens to be, is not
a self-sufficient element, carries no
sign of sovereignty with the right
to use or misuse it arbitrarily. The
people in power, the working class
with its party, and the working mas-
ses are sovereign.

This is true political power. This po-
wer is institutionalized in the system
of state and social organs and orga-
nizations.

Directly or through their loyal sons
militating in the PLA, the other so-
cial organizations or the legislative
organs of the state, the people, the
true sovereign, define by law the
duties and competences of the in-
dividuals who hold various functions
at different levels of the organs of
state power and administration. These
duties and competences, no matter
how different in direction, volume,
quantity and social importance, have
one thing in common — all of them
serve the political, ideological and
economic interests of the people in
power. :

The different state functions as well
as the competences related to them
are structured according to the orga-
nizational principle of democratic cen-
tralism. The closer to the centre of the
different inslances of the political,
economic and social organization the
function performed by the individual,
the broader his competences generally
are. However, inequality in compe-
tences is not political inequality
among individuals who operate at dif-
ferent levels in the organs of our
political system. In a broader po-
litical meaning, our individual, as
a member of a social class, has im-
portant rights and duties which call
for his opinion and activity in the so-
lution of key political problems which
are linked with the problems of the
class in power. These represent his
broad political competences which, be-
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fore being given him by the state
organ, he has won through the re-
volution and his struggle, toil and
sacrifices for the construction of a
new society. Legislative competences
are of this nature. Then come functio-
nal competences, the competences the
individual acquires through his social
status, his administrative position, etc.
If the individuals are equal in their
political competences, they differ in
the exercise of functional competen-
ces.

One of the more important pecu-
liarities of the political organization
of socialist society is that the poli-
tical competences of the sovereign pe-
ople stand above all functional or ad-
ministrative competences.

Respecting the leading hegemonic
position of the working class .in so-
ciety in the criteria of the building
of the different elements of the socia-
list political system reflects the re-
ality. Objectively, our working indi-
vidual displays the moral and poli-
tical abilities and qualities of his
class. Comrade Enver Hoxha says,
«The worker distinguishes himself
from others through his coolheaded-
ness and persistence... The worker is
prudent because he is aware of the
superiority of his word and thought
and knows that patience, coolheaded-
ness and sound reason convince pe-
ople. Workers are modest, they feel
themselves strong in their ideolo-
gy and purpose..»®

However, at an individual level, in
every historical period of the buil-
ding of our socialist society, through
the educational work carried out by

the Party and all the subjective social.

factors and, as a consequence, the gra-
dual creation - of almost equal socio-
-economic conditions of living, these
abilities and qualities can be assimi-
lated and perfected by other people,
too, peasants or people’s intellectuals.
Hence, origin or social status cannot
be a barrier to the affirmation of the
political personality of the individual,
nor can they be factors creating so-
cial or political inequality among them.
On the individual plane, apart from
political guarantees, the fundamental
criterion for the assessment of the
individual is his carrying out of tasks,
which calls for maturity, ideo-politi-

cal formation, resiliency, practical aad
intellectual abilities, a high sense of
duty, etc. Hence, when the question
was about leadership in different or-
gans, Comrade Enver Hoxha recom-
mended that nobody should be ex-
cluded from it, regardless of his ori-
gin, if he has carried out and conti-
nues to carry out his tasks in an
exemplary manner.

In the process of the functioning of
our socialist political organization, all
premises and possibilities are created
for every individual to affirm his per-
sonality, to occupy a social position
in accordance with his personal abi-
lities and qualities. Society entrusts
our people with a task, or a parti-
cular economic, political or social fun-
ction. In keeping with the principle
of democratic centralism, all the sta-
te organs are links of a single or-
ganizational structure. This structu-
ral oneness of these links is not an
aim in itself, but a means for car-
rying out the policy of the Party.
Centrally structured state organs and
not individuals make up this organi-
zation. The same can be said about
competences as «all-round political
and juridical characteristics» of the
social organ.

The social character and the acti-
vity of the organ, its place and ro-
le in the system of the dictatorship
of the proletariat is judged on the
basis of these characteristics. How-
ever, these characteristics cannot ap-
ply also to man, the individual, al-
though state organs are made up of
people. Competences are not equal to
personal abilities or qualities. There
can. be no equalization of them nei-
ther as concepts nor in practice. A
person may have outstanding personal
intellectual- or organizational abilities
and qualities and yet, as practice shows,
may not properly carry out the com-
petences deriving - from the function
he exercises. On the contrary, when
society charges a person with .an im-
portant function and broad competen-
ces, in most cases, because of his sen-
se of political responsibility, he steps
up his efforts to increase and per-
fect his intellectual and professio-
nal, organizational and political abili-
ties and qualities, so as to be in
a position to carry out best the com-
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petences he is given through the fun-
ction he exercises. Competences, be-
ing in their content a system of du-
ties and rights based on the duties
and functions of the state, serve as
regulators in the relations of the indi-
vidual with the state organ. When
understood and implemented in a re-
volutionary manner, they become po-
litical and juridical bridges through
which social and state interests are
harmonized with personal interests.
However, they are never personal at-
tributes, just as the organs or the fun-
ction from which competences stem
must not be identified with the indi-
vidual that exercises them.

All these competences, all the duties
and functions carried out by the in-
dividual in the context of the fun-
ctioning of the socialist political sys-
tem are elements of a great task,
the historical mission of our working
class and working masses for the con-
struction of communist society. This
mission is a source of broad, but not
normative, political, ideological and
economic competences which are exer-
cised simultaneously and equally by
all citizens, individuals of our socie-
ty, and elements of the people.

Confronted with this mission, this
task, all individuals, regardless of
their function or social position, re-
gardless of distinctions in their socio-
-economic status, are equal, are mem-
bers with equal political and moral
rights, as Lenin put it, of «the great
army of joint work» for the con-
struction of the new society.

The authority and prestige an indi-
vidual, a communist or a cadre en-
joys is not created by himself for
himself, but is created with the assis-
tance of society, through the har-
monization of social activity with per-
sonal activity. The interest of society,
and the society itself are the milieu —
the starting-point and bockground, in
which the authority and prestige
enjoyed by the individual emerge and
operate. Not only in the dominant so-
cial psychology, bui also on the poli-
tical and juridical plane, in our so-
ciety there exists no normative regu-
lation through a hierarchy of respect
and prestige. Only in the petty-bour-
geois psychology and the bureaucra-
tic ‘mentality are they conceived in
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this way. This explains those few
cases in which particular individuals
try. to ensure for themselves privile-
ges and material profits, etc., by mis-
using the respect of society for their
merits and authority, which they have
won at some moment. It is clear
that in merits and respect and pre-
stige they enjoy in society, all in-
dividuals are not equal. Inequality here
lies in the one moral and politi-
cal criterion of the assessment of
their activity. This criterion is put-
ting one’s entire abilities, intellectual
and - physical forces, in the service of
the people, the Party and the Home-
land. Hence, cases of infringement
of the above criterion, which lead to
subjectivist and unequal assessments
of the behaviour, activity and social
position of particular individuals, stri-
ke a jarring note in our society. Peo-
ple infected with this evil are those
who seek undue favours, who yearn
for them and consider them some-
thing legitimate and mystical. Apart
from their petty-bourgeois nature,
these manifestations also indicate 3
bureaucratic confusion of the politi-
cal with the socio-economic status
of the individual, or his political
ahd administrative function in the so-
cio-political organization. As Comrade
Ramiz Alia put it at the 9th Coa-
gress of the Party, «Bureaucratic
concepts and practices... cultivate of-
ficialdom and arrogance, the feeling
of superiority over others, which comes
from the  opinion that authority
and respect are given by the post,
degree and rank in the nomencla-
ture.»®

. Qur socialist reality proves that the
demand for socio-political equality
among individuals does not presup-
pose equality and uniformity in all
the dimensions and components of
the direction and development of
their personality. Socio-political equa-
lity is a guarantee for the all-round
development of the personality of our
people, a guarantee for the variety
and diversity of the personalities of
men and women of our society, whose
general political, moral and ideolo-
gical orientation converges on and
merges with the common socjal ideal

of ‘the construction of communist so-
ciety.

Through the operation of a number
of factors like the educational work
carried out by the Party, the state
and the collective, and all the means
and forms of information and collec-
tive education — all individuals are
considered socially equal. The fact of
the ceaseless narrowing of economic
and material differences among them
must be added here, too.

All the subjective factors of our

society, the Party, the state, the mass
organizations, or the school, though
taking account of the objective laws
of development and the objective
distinctions and inequalities among
people, operate as a major factor of
equality. The programs, directives and
various decisions of the Party deal
with the forms, methods, and di-
rections of narrowing class and so-
cial distinctions and inequalities on
the road of the complete construc-
tion of socialist and, then, commu-
nist society. In keeping with this
line of the Party, the socialist state
operates by means of state, economic,
organizational, financial, administrati-
ve, juridical and other measures o
narrow the scissors of these distin-
ctions. With their own peculiarities,
the mass organizations, the school, etc.,
work in this direction, too.
. In performing this humane mis-
sion of equality, the 9th Congress
of the Party emphasized the
need for the struggle against any su-
bjectivist tendency in the work with
people, which would lead to «obli-
terating individualities»¢® The question
is that, in the treatment of this pro-
blem, the Party, the state, the mass
organizations and the school do not
proceed from abstract consideration of
equality among «average» individuals
who represent social classes and stra-
ta, thereby simplifying the broad and
extremely complex picture of the in-
dividual variety of personalities of pe-
ople of our society, who are divided
into social classes, strata, groups, fa-
milies, collectives, etc., and by their
nature are not equal among themsel-
ves, do not proceed at the same step,
have different inclinations and inte-
rests.
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Our reality proves that the power-
ful influence of subjective factors
does not mean suppressing and level-
ling out personalities, as the bour-
geois and revisionist propaganda says
of socialism. When the Party and
other subjective factors of our socia-
list society operate as factors of equ-
ality, this does not in the least
mean that, in the economic field, they
intend (as the bourgeoisie imagines)
that all people should have the same
material and spiritual needs, the same
tastes, or the same means for their
fulfilment every time and every-
where.

To struggle for social and political
equality does not mean that, for the
sake of moral and political unity, or
the same political and ideological
formation, you should slide into uni-
formity in the intellectual and cultu-
ral development of people on a low-
er level, does not mean that you
should not distinguish one political
personality from the other, does not
mean to «politicise», in the bourgeois
meaning of the word, the whole many-
sidedness of man’s life, leaving no
place in it for other spheres or va-
lues of spiritual production, does not
mean that you should interfere with
brutal methods and without human or
communist tact in the inner life of
the family and in the personal life
of people.

Inter-personal relations in our so-
cialist society are influenced by politi-
cal and social relations. They are
permeated through-and-through by equ-
ality, mutual trust and respect, and
moral and pdlitical unity. On social
or professional problems of common
interest, the Party carries out broad
discussions, always proceeding from
positions of equality.

In inter-personal relations, too, the
determinant factor for political equ-
ality among individuals is their stand
towards their tasks, and the quality
of their implementation. In our so-
cialist society, the opinion expressed
by Comrade Enver Hoxha to the ef-
fect that everybody should write with-
out fear and in big letters what
he thinks about work and people has
been turned into a dominant psycho-
logy. .

r]
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This state of equality Comrade Enver
Hoxha had in mind when he
ifstructed that, in every link of our
social and political system, inter-per-
sonal relations should be relations of
comrades and not bureaucrats, so
as to enable the creation among peo-
ple of a warm social climate in which
everybody can freely express his opi-
nions and take problems, general or
personal, up for discussion.

Looking closely at inter-personal
relations one sees the constant deepen-
ing of the process of identification of
our political organization with our
social organization. This process is

1 Ramiz Alia, The Correct Line of the
Party — the Source of Our Victories»,
pp. 18-19, Tirana 1984.

2 K. Marx, About the Critique of the
Hegelian Philosophy of Law, p. 94,
95, Tirana 1979,

another evidence of ihe enhancement
of the socio-political equality among
our people. This is also expressed
in the relationship between moral
norms and our socialist law. In the
Civil Code of the PSRA every ar-
ticle dealing with inter-personal rela-
tions stresses that the exercise of ci-
vic rights and the performance of
various juridical operations must be
always in conformity with the requ-
irements of the law and the norms
of socialist morality.8

The process of the enhancementi of
the socio-political equality among our
people is conditioned, first of all, by
the economic development of our co-

3 Enver Hoxha, Reports and Speeches
1967-1968, p. 44, Tirana 1969, Alb. ed.
4 Enver Hoxha, Works, vol. 43, p. 161,
Tirana 1984, Alb. ed.

5 Enver Hoxha, Works, wvol. 43, pp.
288-289.
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untry on the road of the complete
construction of socialist society, by the
ceaseless revolutionization of all the
aspects of our society, andour socia-
list political system. These develop
in our couniry in such a way as the
construction of socialism never to be
transformed into an administrative
bureaucratic process, but to enable the
deepening of the line of the masses
and socialist democracy, the develop-
ment of the personality of the socia-
list man, the constant strengthening
of the leadership and management
of the whole life of the couniry by
the working class and its Party of
Labour.

6 Ramiz Alia, Report to the 9th Con-
gress of the PLA, pp. 113-114, Eng. ed.
7 Ibidem, p. 119,

8 See The Civil Code of the PSRA,
articles 9, 142. The Code of the
PSRA, Tirana 1982.



CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT
IN ALBANIA

THROUGH THE CENTURIES

by ALI DHRIMO

The culture of a people is as
old as its creators and carriers.
There is no people without a cul-
ture, if we agree to understand with
the word culture the total of the
spiritual and creative achievements
of a people. For its part, the degree
of -perfection of the cultural fea-
tures of a people depend on their his-
torical conditions, their way of life
and their historical destiny. In this
sense, in his famous poem Childe Ha-
rold the great English poet George Gor-
don Byron writes about Albania and
the Albanians:

Land of Albania! where Iskander
rose,
and beacon
of the wise,
And as his mamesake, whose oft-
baffled foes
Shrunk from his deeds of chivalrous
enterprise:
Land of Albania! let me bend
mine eyes
On these, thou rugged nurse Of
savage men!

Theme of the young,

Fierce are Albania’s children,
yet they lack
Not virtues, were those more
mature.
Where is the foe that ever saw
their back?
Who can so well the toil of wars
endure?
Their native fastnesses not more
secure
Than they in doubtful time of
trouble need.

The Albanians are the immediate
descendants of the Illyrians: they are
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among the most ancient peoples of
Europe. As the long-time neighbours
of the old Greeks, they live for
more than 3000 years in a region
of the Mediterranean basin, on the
eastern shores of the Adriatic, which
has been called «the cradle of the
civilization» and in which the bril-
liant cultures of the Antiquity met
on our continent. They, too, had a
developed civilization; their country
had famous cities and magnificent
amphitheatres in a time when many
present-day very civilized peoples, as
a German journal wrote some months
ago, lived still in a barbarian state.
The amphitheatres of Durrhachium,
Apollonia, Bouthroton, Bylis and
other cities, with their places for

some thousands of spectators, were
famous in the Antiquity.
A rich art-painting and sculp-

ture, music, dramaturgy and why not,
literature, flourished in all these ci-
ties of the Antiquity. The French
Monk William Adae, alias Brocard,
wrote in 1332: «Licet Albanienses
omnino linguam a Latina habeant di-
versam, tamen litteram Latinam ha-
bent in uso et in omnibus suis libris»
(Although the Albanians have a lan-
guage which is totally different from
Latin, they use Latin letters in their
books).

The existence of a high-level cul-
ture in these settlements has been
incontrovertibly proved by the objects
brought to light by the excavations
that have been carried out, especially
after the liberation of the couniry.
The objects of the exhibition put on
some time ago in Hildesheim of the
Federal Republic of Germany are only
part of them.

On the other hand, Albania has
also been a neuralgic spot in which

the interests of the great powers of
all times have clashed together. It
has been under the domination of
ancient Rome, Byzantium, the South-
ern Slavs and the Ottoman Empire.
Albania had to endure their op-
pression, including its cultural aspect,
but withstood it successfully, although
not without sustaining considerable
losses. The visitor of Albania today
sees the ruins of many castles which
bear testimony to the bloody battles
between the Albanians who fought
for their freedom and independence,
and the foreign invaders who tried
to put them under their yoke. It goes,
however, to the credit of the Alba-
nians that, although they had to face
up to so many difficulties, in the
course of their history stretching over
thousands of years, they never at-
tacked any other country or people.
They fought only for their own
freedom and independence. In their
relations with other peoples the Al-
banians have never behaved bar-
barously, at a time when they
had to suffer the blind cruelty of
their oppressors. Culture was always
on their side. Even in those ditfi-
cult conditions our people have pro-
duced many personalities of culture
— architects, artists and others. The
vitality of the culture of our people
from the most ancient times to our
days is unprecedented. In the course
of their history, our people had to
fight against the great powers of the
time, so their culture has been de-
veloped in ceaseless struggle. In this
struggle, however, the culture of our
people has not been assimilated; it has
not lost its national identity. This is
evidence of its deep roots among the
people; without these roots, this cul-
ture would have lost its creative force,



even if it had managed to sur-
vive.
When the Ottomans appeared at

the gates of Europe, the Albanians
were again the first victims of their
savage invasions. Alone, they stood
putting up for twenty-five years on
‘end their fierce resistance to this
wave sweeping destructively over the
culture of mankind. Only ten years
after the death of their National
Hero, Gijergj XKastrioti Skanderbeg,
they fell completely under the Otto-
man yoke. For the Albanians this
meant not only the loss of their free-
dom and independence, but far worse;
it was a decline into darkness
which nipped in the bud any aspira-
tion to and attempt at development,
culture and social emancipation. So,
despite their heroic struggle, the Al-
banians were suddenly isolated from
the culture and social emancipation.
So, despite their heroic struggle, the
Albanians were suddenly isolated from
the cultural development Europe was
going through in the time of the
Renaissance. This brought about a
cultural retrogression; a return to
the  sun-dried brick houses and the
pine-torch, and a plunge in utter
ignorance. And this not for a short
time, but for five long centuries, All
this made Albania a prosperous and
civilized country in the past, «an un-
fortunate country under foreign yoke»,
as the Swedish historian, Johann
Thunmann, wrote in 1774 (he was
teaching in Germany at that time)
in his work «About the history and
language of the Albanians and Val-
lachians». And as the fame and glory
of Albania had died away, only fo-
reigners, among them even those who
did not exactly know where Albania
lay, could write about its history and
fate.

Peaceful and sure of their future,

the Albanian people build their new life,
but they also sing and dance, and ceaselessly create

valuable artistic works, which not only reflect their beautiful life,

but also make a modest contribution to the enrichment of world culture

However, with their militant and
unyielding spirit and their ancient
culture, our people were not broken;
they did not bend their heads io
foreign oppression. They succeeded in
overcoming this dark period of their
history and jealously preserving their
identity, their language and customs.
Thus, for example, the Canon of
Leké Dukagjini, the Albanian popu-
lar customary law which comes from
Skanderbeg’s time, has been trans-
mitted from generation to generation
down to our times.

In the course of centuries our
people have passionately preserved
their beautiful costumes and made
them ever richer and more beautiful.
The Albanian has always attached
great importance to his outward ap-
pearance. In all times, the foreigners
who have travelled through Albania
have been marvelled at the beautiful
dress of the Albanian men and wo-
men. This is what Byron says:

The wild Albanian kirtled to his knee,
With shawl-girt head and ornamented

- gun,
And gold embroider’d garments, fair
- to see.

In calling the Albanian «wild», we
think that the great Byron intended
to émphasize Albanian’s military bra-
very and his pride, for as our un-
forgettable leader Enver Hoxha has
put it, the Albanian may have been
illiterate, but he never was devoid
of culture, and he was not wild.

Through the folklore, the life of
our people, their culture, and customs,
have been transmitted from genera-
tion to generation over the centu-
ries. The folklore reflects their joys
and sorrows, their ceaseless struggles

and their long suffering, because the
people, as the great Russian writer
Maxim Gorky once said, have crea-
ted all the great poems and all the
tragedies of the world. )

The Epic of the Knights is doubt-
lessly among the most ancient and
finest creations of our people. A
central part in it is occupied by
the Cycle of Muji and Halili, crea-
ted between the 12th and the 15th
centuries, of which there are more
than 140 variants. Precisely the great
number of variants is incontrovertible
evidence of its autochthony of the
Albanian soil. These songs are about
the heroic feats of Muji’s armed de-
tachment in permanent struggle with
evil oppressors and their wrong doings.
The daughters of these hateful and
perfidious oppressors, however, fall
in love with our heroes who are
given legendary features and are in
a constant relationship with the fai-
ries of the mountains, who assist them
and give them superhuman power.
So, when the knights drink, moun-
tain sources dry up; when they breathe
in their sleep, mountain oaks are
uprooted; and their horses are ca-
pable of flying and communicating
with their masters in a special lan-
guage. In this respect, our epic songs
are very similar to the Chants de
Geste of many European peoples.
Their beauty has attracted the at-
tention of many students, among them
the well-known Albanologist Maximi-
lian Lambertz who has published a
very interesting and acute compara-
tive study of them.

Another epic song, which is very
popular in the north of the country,
is the legend of Gijergj Elez Alia,
which is about the struggle of our
people against foreign invaders and
rulers. This song has also several va-
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riants, but one of them is a master-
piece which, according to literary cri-
tique, may easily rank along with
the finest songs and legends of world
literature. The body of Gjergj Elez
Alia, famous popular hero, is cove-
red with nine bleeding wounds which
he has got in the course of his fierce
battles. However, to save the honour
of his sister and his country, he rises
from his bed and fights and de-
feats his enemy, but his last wound,
the tenth, is too much for him, and
he falls dead on the battlefield.

No less beautiful are the historical
songs devoted to the fierce struggle
of our people against their foreign
invaders before and after the Otto-
man occupation. There is a whole
series of folk songs of this kind:
from the first battle of the Albanians
with the Ottomans in 1389 in Ko-
sova, to the glorious battles of Skan-
derbeg and historic feats, the histo-
rical events in the period of the feu-
dal rule of Ali Pasha in the south
and the Bushatlis in the north of
the country, the national movement
for freedom to the Liberation War
of Vlora in 1920 and the National
Liberation War of 1939-1944.

Our folklore deals with social
themes, t0o. Our people have very mo-
vingly sung to their bitter fate, and
the tragedy of their sons dispersed
throughout the boundless Ottoman
Empire, when they were recruited
by force to serve in the Ottoman
army and often met their death or
were lost, while their old mothers
and their young wives waited in vain
for their return. Just as sad are the
songs of emigrants who, to do some-
thing about misery of their homes,
went roaming about the world in
search of a livelihood, with the result
that they often disappeared in the
woods of Australia, the boundless
plains of Argentina or other far-
away places.

Although they come last here, love
songs are perhaps the most beau-
tiful productions of our folk litera-
ture. They stand out both for the
delicacy of their feelings and the
masterful manner of their expres-
sion. So rich is their content and

so colourful are their figures that
they defy the skill of the ablest trans-
lator from Albanian to a foreign
language. This is the richest genre
of our folklore. The love they sing
to is made up of pure affection and
profound loyalty. Were the transla-
tion of our love songs possible and
were it possible to illustrate this
through one example, we would
choose two lines which, in the opi-
nion of an Albanian scholar who
knows several foreign languages and
is at the same time a passionate stu-
dent of our folklore, can bear the
comparison with the finest production
of world folklore of this kind: «Men,
when I opened up her bosom, I was
lightening-struck by what I saw!»

This aspect of our folklore is evi-
dence of a powerful creative spirit
and a high sense of beauty, which
have attracted the attention of Alba-
nian and foreign students like the
Frenchman August Dozon, the Czech
Urban Jarnik, the Austrian Gustav
Meyer, the two Germans Karl Hein-
rich Reinhold and Johann George von
Hahn, the Dane Holger Pedersen, and
others.

Along the remarkable folk creati-
veness, which is a source of inspi-
ration for the artistic culture of a
people, the cultured sons of the Al-
banian people have also kept up their
efforts not only to keep the national
awareness alive, but also to develop
it further. As early as 1504, the well-
known Albanian humanist Marin Bar-
leti wrote his memoirs about the
siege of Shkodra by the Ottomans
in 1478. Six years later he wrote
his famous biography of Skanderbeg
(«Historia de vita ang gestis Scander-
begi»), which was translated into ma-
ny European languages, and made a
great impression and had a wide
response on a world scale. This book
was written in. Latin, the language of
culture of that time.

Forty-five years later another Al-
banian wrote the first book in the
Albanian language, at least according
to the present level of scientific re-
search in this field; Gjon Buzuku, a
simple priest living somewhere in
North Albania translated The Missal
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into Albanian. This translation was
done in a time of complete Mediae-
val obscurantism and under the
heavy Ottoman yoke. Thirty-five years
after Buzuku’s The Missal the Albanians
who had emigrated to Italy, produced
an Albanian catechism. Then, eighty
years after Buzuku, another book was
published, this time a dictionary in
which the Albanian was successfully
confronted with the Latin, the most
important language of culture of the
time. This work comprises, among
other things, many proverbs and ex-
pressions of greeting. Slowly and
with great difficulty, the Albanian
was proceeding towards its written
expression, mainly through religious
works, until the 19th century.

In the 19th century the Albanians
redoubled their efforts to regain
their independence. Among other
things they devoted greater attention
to the wealth of their national cul-
ture. They began systematically collec-
ting and publishing the treasuries of
their spiritual culture. This they did
both to become themselves better
aware of the fact that their country,
their language and their traditions
deserved higher evaluation, and to
convince world opinion that there was
an Albanian people and an Albanian
nation of ancient traditions, suffi-
ciently developed and civilized as !o
live and govern themselves indepen-
dently. Precisely at this time fresh
efforts were made to promote the
writing of and standardize the Alba-
nian language. The first harbinger of
this new self-awareness of the Al-
banians was the ABC-book of Naum
Bredhi (Vegilharxhi), the first repre-
sentative of our National Renaissance;
this book was written in the twen-
ties' of the 19th century and publi-
shed in 1844. This ABC-book was
written in an alphabet which had no
connection with any of the alphabets
previotisly used by the Albanians. The
intention of the author was to have
his alphabet accepted by all the Al-
banians. However, because of the
difficult situation of Albania in that
time, the practical use of his book
was impossible. Nevertheless, his idea
lived on: «Let us cast the seed. Na-
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ture will for certain give it life, and
it will grow and prosper,» he said.
His idea had many followers in the
course of time. The efforts of the
Albanians for the development of
their language and their culture were
intensified in the period of the Na-
tional Renaissance, from 1830 to 1912.
There began the full involvement and
the general mobilization of our in-
telligentsia which had studied, and
generally, lived abroad. Its aim was
to speed up the awakening of the
masses in all fields. Among the lea-
ders of this movement there were
great personalities who were also
outstanding figures of our National
Movement: Kostandin Kristoforidhi,
Sami Frashéri, Ismail Qemali, Jani
Vreto, Pashko Vasa, and others. In
this period special importance was
devoted to literary language, its cea-
seless development, its standardization
and purity. It was proclaimed the
main symbol of the nation and the
most important means for the unity
of the Albanians. It had to be en-
riched from the life-giving source of
the popular language and new forms
for its possible widest use had to
be found. The present day alphabet of
the Albanian language was adopted
at a Congress held in Manastir (today
Bitolje of Yugoslavia), in 1908. All
these developments had a fundamen-
tal importance for the culture and
future of our country, for right at
that time the finest representatives
of our nation were clear about the fact
that «many languages and dialecis
bring about splits and divisions».
Precisely at this time we have the
efflorescence of a broad artistic, jour-
nalistic, didactic-scientific and popu-
lar scientific literature. The Albanian
periodical press was created for the
first time, although literature of any
kind could be published only outside
the country. A pleiad of good writers
aroused world opinion for the Alba-
nian cause. The entire couniry was
awakening and thirstying for know-
ledge and culture. In this period po-
etry developed more than prose and
not only raised current problems,
but also achieved a high artistic
quality.

In this period stand out the names
of the brothers Naim and Sami
Frashéri, the former a great and
famous poet, «The Nightingale of the
Albanian language», as he was called,
and the latter a philosopher, histo-
rian and linguist, whose name was
known long ago beyond the borders
of his country. Worth mentioning is
also a number of poets and journa-
lists who played a very important
role in_ the cultural development of
the country in that time.

However, one could not yet speak
of a cultural development in the true
meaning of the word. In the few
existing schools there was a complete
chaos of languages, Turkish, Greek,
Italian, etc.,, which befuddled the
minds of children attending them.
Only Albanian, the national language,
was not allowed to be taught or
written. In these conditions the work
done by the men of our National
Renaissance commands even greater
respect. Through their struggles and
efforts, they succeeded in opening
the first Albanian school in 18387.
Although obstacles continued to be
raised to the free development ot
this school up to the final liberation
of the country, this was an important
victory for the democratic forces and
it played a major role in the deve-
lopment of the country later on.

When in 1912 Albania broke away
from the crumbling Ottoman Empire
and proclaimed itself independent, the
Albanian people were hoping that
from then on they would proceed on
the road of their ceaseless develop-
ment and advance. But the suffering
of this brave small people of the
Balkans was not destined to end. A
year later, in 1913, Albania lost half
of its territory and population through
the delimitation of its new state bor-
ders. Then Wilhelm von Wied came
to Albania as a king (1914) and stayed
only five months there. After his de-
parture, the First World War broke
out, which caused Albania more hu-
man, material and cultural losses.

The Ottoman rule had caused, if
not a stagnation, at least a general
slowing down of the cultural deve-
lopment of the Albanians. Now the
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plunder of cultural values was added
to this. In 1918, for example, the
Austrian army took valuable cultural
objects away from Albania.

In 1924-1939 Albania languished
under the rule of a tyranical king
who, totally inconcerned about the
cultural development of the country,
allowed an outrageous plunder of its
cultural values. The Italians, in the
first place, felt as the masters of the
country and shipped all cultural va-
lues they could lay their hands on
to Italy. The king led a life of lu-
xury, while the Albanians went about
barefooted, the women remained veiled
as under Ottoman rule, and poverty
and illiteracy reigned all over the
country. At a time when more than
80 per cent of the population was
illiterate, the then minister of edu-
cation clamoured that the country
was threatened by an overproduction
of graduates. The only great singer
Albania had at that time, Tefta Tash-
ko, who had studied at the Paris
Conservatory, travelled on an ox-
drawn cart about Albania in the
company of a gifted pianist, who, had
also been educated outside the country,
and performed Albanian folk songs
free of charge.

In 1938 we published one book per
20 inhabitants. There were no pro-
fessional theatres, and no institution
for music or any other artistic acti-
vity.

In the thirties an Albanian poet
described the bitter fate of the Al-
banian people in six lines:

Unwashed beside the sea
Unseeing beside the light 1
Hungry beside the table

Unlearned beside knowledge,

Naked and suffering,

Crippled in body and soul.

Eventually in 1939 the king openly
betrayed his subjects and handed the
country over to fascist Italy and
took to his heels on the sly, bandit-
like. It was not the first time that
the Albanian people were abandoned
in shackles and at the mercy of their
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fate; almost intuitively they took fto
arms and began an unequal fierce
struggie against a new enemy. Pre-
ciseiry at this difficult time, at this
dectsive moment of our history, the
Communist Farty of Albania was
founded and set itself the task ot
liperating the country and ensuring
s tuture on the road of genuwne
macerial and cultural development.

tmmediately after the liberation of
the country, in 1944, the situation of
the country was for the first time
taken stock of: Aibania was a country
80 per cent illiterate, with a comple-
tely ruined economy, with some ol
its regions still living in the Middie
Ages, with its national language sitill
being written in two literary variants,
with no schools, no theatres and, worst
of all, no bread.

Nevertheless, immediately after the
establishment of the people’s state
power the new Albanian state attached
great importance to the book and
culture in the new democratic Alba-
nia which had embarked enthusiasti-
cally on the road of socialist construc-
tion. The new state put the extension
of education, especially the eradica-
tion of illiteracy, in the centre of
its attention, although bread and many
other things were still  lacking.
Precisely at this time Comrade Enver

Hoxha launched the siogan, <«More
bread and more culture for the
people.»

The achievements in the field of
education in Albania are a compo-
nent part of the great successes of
our society. Within four decades Al-
bania went from complete illiteracy
over to compulsory eight-year edu-
cation and a broad network of mid-
dle schools almost the whole of the
younger generation go through now.
This happened because, after Libera-
tion, we were aware that without
education there could be no question
of general progress. So, many things
could be lacking, but books could
not. Books were considered an indi-
spensible premise for a sure and
rapid advance, The slogan was laun-
ched, «With illiterates, without -cul-
ture and without knowledge, socia-

lism cannot be built.» So the campaign
against iiliteracy assumed a mass
cnaracter. This campaign had also
its martyrs, for the forces of dark-
ness persecuted and Kkiilled some tea-
cners anda 1tignters for the new in
tne nortnern mountains and other
p:aces. nnowever, the Albanian people
had a tnirst tor Knowiedge and cui-
wure, whicn had remainea unquencned
tor centuries, had their innate intes-
ugence anu toell poundless yearrung
ior civiizauon, and . 10r marching
aiong with tne other deveioped coun-
tries. Now . that suitabie conditioas
were created for them, they went all
out to assimilate as much Kknowiedge
and cuiture as possible. Qur society
considers education and culture not
mere ornaments of the mind, but a
conditon for social development, be-
cause material production is depen-
dent directly on the level of know-
ledge, and the education and qualifi-
cation of the working masses. Hence,
as eariyy as 1954, when illiteracy was
already being wiped out, it was en-
visaged to open not only schoois of
compuisory education and middle
schools, but also high schools, be-
cause the country could not constantly
meet its needs for cadres of higher
training with only those who it had
sent to be schooied abroad.

This target has been achieved to-
day. Our state has set up schools even
i tne remotest villages of the country,
even there where there are only 3-4
children of school age. Books are in
great demand: more than four books
per inhabitant are published each
year. One third of the population
attends school. Here it must be
borne in mind that more than half of
our population is under fifteen years.

The founding of the first univer-
sity in our country in 1957 was an-
other great success for our society,
because it is not only a great edu-
cational institution for training ca-
dres and specialists, but also an im-
portant cultural centre. Seventy thou-
sand cadres of various qualifications
have graduated from this university
so far. Today they work all over
the country and make their valuable
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contribution to the emancipation and
development of our society.

In 1972 was founded the Academy
of Sciences which, with its twelve
institutes and research centres, has
become an important scientific and
cultural centre. A great number of
cadres trained within and outside
the country work there. Our Acade-
my has close relations with acade-
mies and scientitic centres all over
the world. Its task is to precede the
genesral economic, technical and cul-
turai deveiopment of the country.
S0, science must be assimilated by
the masses, and serve to raise the
level of the working masses, because,
as is known, by developing science
man transiorms nature, society and
himself in the process.

An event of particular importance
in the life of the Albanian people was
the unification of the literary language
at the Spelling Congress which
was held in 1972 in Tirana and in
which Albanians representing Albanian
science and culture of Kosova, Ma-
cedonia and Montenegro, also, took
part and signed the Resolution of
the Congress.

Our literature has taken important
steps forward. Our writers have put
their talents and capacities in the
service of the people. First, they
get acquainted with their life, their
history, their problems past and pre-
sent, their wishes and aspirations and
then try to reflect them through the
medium of art in their works. With
us the main thing is not the form of
a literary work, but its sound con-
tent, which should serve the masses,
and encourage them to work for
social progress, while arousing their
aesthetic emotions at the same time.
We have today a number of writeis,
poets and playwrights whose names
are known not only within our coun-
try.

Several foreign languages are taught
and much foreign literature is trans-
lated in Albania. We have the trans-
lations of the main world classics
and the more important works of
world famous writers like Balzac,
Stendhal, Hugo, Dickens, Dreiser, Gor-
ky, Goethe, Schiller, Griin, Grass and
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many others. At the same time we
see with profound satisfaction that
many Albanian authors have made
themselves known in the world. Many
of Ismail’ Kadare’s works, among
which the General of the Dead Army,
the Last Winter, Chronicle on Stone,
The Caravan of Purdas, and The
Castle, have been translated into
some foreign languages. Some works
by Dritéro Agolli, and the Free Rhy-
mes by Migjeni have also been trans-
lated.

Cinematography is no longer a no-
velty to us, either. More than fifteen
feature films are produced in Alba-
nia each year. Some of them have
been awarded various prizes at inter-

national film festivals. Albanian films
for children have won special reco-
gnition, too.

There are professional theatres in
all the more important towns of our
country, with minor towns having
their amateur troupes. The larger en-
terprises and work centres, combines,
hydro-power station building sites,
factories, higher schools, ete., also ha-
ve their own amfateur troupes. Like
professional troupes, these troupes go
frequently on guest tours all over
the country.

Our Folk Song and Dance Ensemble
is well-known not only in Albania.
but also in many other countries and
has won prizes at various interna-
tional festivals. Albania, the country
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in which once only the shepherd's
flute was heard, today has two large
symphonic orchestras and the Opera
and Ballet Theatre.

Every five years in the characteri-
stic city of Gjirokastra, South Albania,
a folklore festival takes place, in
which the finest folk songs and dan-
ces from all the regions of the country
are performed.

So, the diction that «our life is
culture» remains always true. Peaceful
and sure of their future, the Albanian
people build their new life, but they
also sing and dance, and ceaselessly
create valuable artistic works, which
not only reflect their beautiful life,
but also make a modest contribution
to the enrichment of world culture.



THE ALBANIANS
AND THE BATTLE OF KOSOVA -

by Prosf. STEFANAQ POLLO

The battle of Kosova-Plain in
1389 between a coalition of the
Balkan countries and the Otto-
man invaders is among those
great events of the past which
have marked a turning-point
in the life of the peoples of our
Peninsula. We commemorate it
not as a simply historical event.
Although the Ottoman armies
won this battle, and following it,
set out on the conquest of the
whole of the Balkans, we recall
it as a battle in which the Bal-
kan peoples fought to defend
their freedom and independence,
making innumerable sacrifices,
a battle which united the peop-
les of the Peninsula against the
foreign invaders, a battle perpe-
tuated in their songs and le-
gends for the collective memory
of successive generations. With
their heroic resistance to the Ot-
toman invaders in the end of the
14th century, the Albanians dis-
tinguished themselves both for
their freedom-loving spirit and
their readiness to cooperate with
their neighbours against their
common enemy.

In the second half of the 14th
century in Albania there was a
growing tendency towards the
formation of a centralized state,
which, under the rule of Gjergj
Balsha II in the seventies and
eighties, included most of the Al-
banian  territories, extending
though temporarily to Prizren
and Kosova Plain. The Otfoman
onslaught, however, stopped this
process. So a long period of
struggles to defend their free-
dom and independence, a pe-
riod which lasted for more than
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100 years, started for the Alba-
nians. The armies of the Sultan
posed a threat not only to the
Albanians, but to all the Bal-
kan peoples. Right from the be-
ginning they felt the need for
uniting their forces to face up
to the Ottoman aggression. The
Albanians joined - forces with
their neighbours at the Marica
Battle in 1371. Then came other
battles between the Albanians
and the Ottoman Turks. The de-
feats they suffered convinced
them of the absolute necessity of
their unity. The first victory of
the Albanian detachments of
Gjergj Balsh II, together with
Serb and Bosnian forces, was
achieved at Ploshnik in 1387.
This victory consolidated the
coalition of the Balkan peoples
and their conviction that for the
Ottoman aggression to be halted,
they had to prepare for a deci-
sive battle with their joint for-
ces. This battle took place at
Kosova-Plain on June 28, 1389.
The main forces participating in
this battle were those of the
Serb Principality under the com-
mand of Knjaz Lazar, the Alba-
nian Principality under the com-
mand of Gjergj Balsha II, «Jor-
gji, the ruler of the Albanian
Shkodra», as the Ottoman chro-
niclers called him, the Serb
Principality under the command
of Vuk Brankovié, the ruler of
the Albanian territories of Ko-
sova, and the Bosnian Principa-
lity under the command of
Tvartko. Historical sources indi-
cate that the forces of two other
Albanian feudal rulers, Dhimitér
Jonima, with possessions exten-
ding between ILezha and Rré-
shen, and Theodore Muzaka II,

the lord of Berat and the ruler
of Mpyzeqe, also, took part in
this battle. «The Albanian lords,»
the chronicler of the Muzaka dy-
nasty writes, «went to that bat-
tle as allies in a common wars.

In addition, according to the
same sources, there were also
Bulgarian, Vallachian and other
forces.

The regular formations of the
Albanian armies stood on the
left wing of the front where, not
without a reason, were aligned
the forces of Vuk Brankovig,
in which the Albanians of Kosova
were included.

The battle was very fierce, with
huge losses on both sides, Sultan
Murad I was killed by the Al-
banian Milosh Kopilig, and Prin-
ce Lazar, the head of the Bal-
kan coalition, was taken prison-
er and executed by the Turks in
revenge. According to K. Jire-
cek, «only a few of the Alba-
nian lords who fought in this
battle, succeeded in seeing their
Homeland again.»

The Ottoman victory had cata-
strophic consequences for the
Balkans. The unstoppable advan-
ce of the Turkish armies put an
end to the independence of the
Balkan feudal states, which had
to accept the suzerainty of the
Ottomans.

Still, the battle of Kosova
Plain remains a brilliant page
of their Mediaeval history. It
bears testimony to the freedom-
-loving spirit of the masses of
the people which, also prior to
that, had given proof of their
determination to resist aggres-
sion and defend the indepen-
dence of their countries. This
militant spirit lived on after
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their defeat. The most brilliant

example was provided by the Al-

banians who, with their uprisings

of the thirties in the 15th cen-

tury (Gjon Kastrioti, Gjergj Ar-

aniti, Dep Zenebishi, Nikollé
| Dukagjini and others) and, espe-
-, cially, with their 25 year-long
anti-Ottoman war under the le-
adership of Gjergj Kastrioti
Skanderbeg, displayed their fie-
ry patriotism, their boundless love
of freedom and independence,
and their readiness to sacrifice
everything for them.

The battle of Kosova Plan,
just as the previous battles of
Marica and Ploshnik, have gone
down in history as luminous
examples of Balkan cooperation.
Faced with a common threat, the
Balkan princes relied on the
masses of the people, set aside
their quarrels, ambitions and in-
dividual interests, and joined
forces against the foreign intru-
ders. If history, as is said, is
the teacher of life, this is the
more important and positive les-
son that may be drawn from
those events. Precisely this was
emphasized by Karl Marx when
he wrote that at the battle of
Kosova Plain, the Ottomans sma-
shed the joint forces of the
Serbs, Albanians, Bosnians, Bul-
garians and Vallachians. This
battle does honour to the histo-
ry of the Balkan peoples. The
cooperation of the Balkan peop-
les went on during the Otto-
man rule, too. A brilliant exam-
ple of it is the participation of
volunteers from the Balkan co-
untries in the liberation revolu-
tions of the Greeks, Serbs and
Rumanians in the beginning of
the 19th century, as well as the

efforts of the democratic revo-
lutionaries of these countries to
build up Balkan solidarity in
the struggle to oust the Sultans
from the peninsula. However,
after consolidating their rule,
the Serb, Greek and later, Bul-
garian monarchies, set out on
an expansionist course to the
detriment of the other Balkan
peoples, the Albanians in par-
ticular, with the aim of creating
large states within their media-
eval borders, which was only in
the inferest of their own bour-
geoisie. This policy not only un-
dermined Balkan solidarity, but
was also the main cause of the
splits and strifes which did in-
calculable damage to the Bal-
kan peoples and, in particular,
the Albanian people, who, al-
though they had made an out-
standing contribution to the
liberation process in the Balkans,
not only were the last to win
their freedom, but also had to
put up with the dismemberment
of their country, which was done
by decision of the imperialist
powers.

As a fact of history, the bat-
tle of Kosova Plain has attracted
the attention of historians of va-
rious countries within and out-
side the Balkan Peninsula. Un-
fortunately, the expansionist
tendencies to break up Albania
and wipe the Albanian nation
off the political map of the Bal-
kans, were also reflected in his-
toriography, as well as in news-
paper articles and the whole na-
tionalistic propaganda which
tried to present the Albanian pe-
ople as a people without a histo-
ry or a culture, and consequently,
not deserving to have a state of

their own. The history of the Bal-
kans has been treated in this spi-
rit. This iniquous tradition has
been revived by the Great-Serb
historians today on the occasion
of the anniversary of the battle
of Kosova Plain of 1389. The
nationalistic Serb history writens
try to deny the participation of
the Albanians in this battle, es-
pecially, that of the Albanians
of Kosova for the simple rea-
son that, according to them, in
the 14th century Kosova was
«primordial Serb territory», with-
out Albanians, who came to it
as invaders with the assistance
of the Ottoman rulers by the end
of the 17th century and the be-
ginning of the 18th century.
Hence, the battle of Kosova
Plain is, in their opinion, not a
battle of the peoples of the Bal-
kans, as a number of outstan-
ding historians have considered
it, a battle in which the Alba-
nians played an important role,
but a battle of the Serb and
Bosnian forces. And they con-
tinue to stick to this opinion to
this day, although important his-
torical  documents, especially
from Ottoman sources, have come
to light, which very clearly
and unequivocally show that
Albanian forces were present in
this battle, and that they were
the more important, along
the Serbs and the Bosnians.
What preoccupies the Great-Serb
historians more than any other
thing is the presence of the Al-
banians of Kosova in the battle
of Kosova Plain, which refutes
their much-~advertised thesis that
Kosova is «the cradle, soul and
heart of Serbia». A number of
historical documents, especially
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from Ottoman archives, ' prove

that the Albanians of Kosova, al- -

though, unlike the other Alba-
nian territories, had no state
formation of their own, as they
were under the rule of the
Principality of Vuk Brankovig, in
the 13th century were the domi-
nant population of the towns and
villages of Kosova, their ancient
territory — a sedentary popu-
lation of farmers, artisans, tra-
ders and clergymen.

It is’ important to note that
the oral epic literature of the Al-
banians of Kosova about this bat-
tle, although fragmented and al-
tered in the course of centuries,
extends all over the region. Un-
like the same literature of the
Serbs, who sing mainly to
Prince Lazar and the Serb great

lords, ‘Albanian tradition sets
the true hero of the battle, the
Albanian Milosh Kopiliq, who
killed the Sultan by sacrificing
himself, in the centre of the
story. It also narrates the emi-
gration of the  Albanians af-
ter the battle and, what is
more remarkable, expresses the
hope that they would eventually

return to their territories «when
the Turk is destroyed».

The names of the Albanian
fighters in the battle of Koso-
va Plain, Milosh, Musa Arbanasi,
Ivan Kosanciqi and others, figure
in the Serb oral literature, too.

The 6th centenary of the bat-
tle of Kosova Plain has given
rise.to a confusing propaganda
campaign in the Serb mass me-
dia, in which historical truth is
substituted for the Serb myth
about Kosova, which arbitrarily
makes light of the facts to fa-
vour Serb  exclusiveness. This
campaign has the blessing of
the Serb Church, which had
formerly proclaimed Knjaz La-
zar a «saint» and at whose gra-
ve endless pilgrimages are or-
ganized each year. All this, as
well as the mammoth rallies
which will be organized in Ko-
sova, are inflating Serb nationa-
lism to monstrous proportions
and working people up into a
chauvinist delirium of hatred
towards the Albanians. One is
justified to ask why all this cla-
mour is being raised at atime
when none of the other major
historical achievements of the Serb
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people has been deemed worth
of such celebration. The answer
is that the Great-Serb circles
try to use the blood shed in
this battle as their main argu-
ment to convince internal and
external opinion of the «his-
torical» «rights» of Serbia on
Kosova, and to justify the an-
ti-Albanian policy followed in
this region today.

A careful study of historical
documents about the battle of
Kosova Plain and their dispassi-
onate interpretation is a task of
the historical sciences. In this
way they would help not only
discover the truth, but also
draw the necessary lessons from
it, which should serve the streng-
thening of understanding among
the peoples and their coopera-
tion. In commemorating the 6th
centenary of the battle of Ko-
sova Plain in 1389, we pay ho-
mage to those who fought in
defence of the freedom, indepen-
dence and culture of their coun-
try, and honour the message of
friendship and cooperation they
addressed to the coming genera-
tions from the field of this bat-
tle.



GOOD NEIGHBOURLINESS -
- A CONSTANT ORIENTATION
OF RELATIONS
IN THE BALKANS

by VLADIMIR PREILA - HARILLAQ KEKEZI

It is at least one year since the
states of our Balkan Peninsula are
being engaged in serious attempts at
finding the ways for creating a cli-
mate of understanding and coopera-
tion, and for opening up prospects
created by remote or present histo-
ry. The meeting of the high officials
of the ministries of foreign affairs,
which was held in Tirana on January
18th-20th this year was part of these
efforts.

Public opinicn in our country and
in the Balkans, and world progressive
op‘mion highly valued the proceedings
of this Balkan meeting, emphasizing
its constructive spirit, its tendency to
enriching inter-Balkan cooperation
with a new content and, especially,
its conclusion that this process must
be made irreversible and turned into
a promising basis for the present
and the future. .

Just as . at the Belgrade Meeting
of February 1988, at the Sofia meet-
ing and, more recently, at the Tira-
na meeting it was clearly indicated
that the involvement of every Balkan
state and of all of them together is
required for the creation not only of
the atmosphere, but also the real
conditions for overcoming difficulties
and making other important achie-
vements in all fields, and for promo-
ting peace and security, understan-
ding, mutual trust and cooperation
of mutual benefit in the Balkans.

VLADIMIR PRELA and HARILLAQ
KEKEZI - Journalists

Socialist Albania has made its ac-
tive contribution to't'his new process
of positive relations for strengthen-
ing inter-Balkan éooperation. Ana-
lysis of the present and past policy
of Albania towards the other Balkan
countries leads to the logical conclu-
sion that this policy has always been
based on respect of good neighbour-
liness, which has represented one
of the priorities of the Albanian fo-
teign policy.

The policy of creating an atmos-
phere of understanding among the
Balkan states is aimed at establi-
shing normal and equal relations on
the basis of the principles of non-in-
terference in internal affairs and mu-
tual respect. In its policy, Albania
has rigorously respected the sovere-
ignty and territorial integrity of all
states. Comrade Ramiz Alia has said,
«The new socialist Albania is parti-
cularly interested in peace and un-
derstanding, stability and spirit of
cooperation existing among the Bal-
kan peoples. It considers the policy
of good neighbourliness a constant
orientation in its relations with all
the Balkan countries.»!

Its consistency in implementing the
principles and norm& of good neigh-
bourliness in its relations with the
Balkan countries has made our coun-
try an active factor in this region
and the representative of a realistie
and constructive spirit in assessing
situations and finding ways for inter-
Balkan cooperation. This was shown

also by the meeting of the high fun-
ctionaries of the ministries of foreign
affairs of the Balkan countries, which
was held in Tirana.

The efforts of our Party and state
to make their contribution to the
creation of the conditions ‘necessary
for a real and durable- understanding
are based on past experience and
the. real state of things, avoiding any
opportunism and  following a con-
sistent policy of principle both in the
national interest and in the interest
of the Balkans, in general. -

A proverb of our people says that
«true friends = and neighbours are
known in difficult days.» This me-
ans that friendship and good neigh-
bourliness . call not only for smiles
and ceremony in. good days, but al-
s0 support and_aid in difficult days.
Pr_oceeghjng from this reglistic and
constructive assumption, our coun-
try has always seen good neighbour-
liness ‘as a serious pledge of mutual
support ‘of the Balkan countries in
case of imperialist aggression on any
of them.

In this context the foreign policy
of our country considers the prob-
lems of security in the Balkans from
a realistic and constructive stand-
-point. Socialist Albania never has
violated the freedom, independence
and sovereignty of any ‘country. It
has " nevér condicted a belligerent
policy, nor has it ever plotted against
this " or ‘that Balkan country. On the
contrary, in its official statements
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and political stands it has assured ifs
neighbours that no evil would ever
comle to them from its territory. This
was
the foreign ministers of the Balkan
countries, when it was emphasized

that the Albanian people would
allow nobody to violate the freedom,

reiterated at the meeting of

independence and sovereignty of the
neighbouring states from its territo-
ry. The aim of the Balkan policy of
our country has always been to make
this stand general and turnitinto are-
ality for all the Balkan countries,
fpecause this serves stability and peace

in. this important region of the
world.
- Actually,  these problems concern

all the Balkan countries, both in ge-
neral and in particular, hence there
has been no lack of proposals, such
as, for exémple, the proposal for
turning the Balkans into a region with-
out atomic or chemical weapons.
These proposals contain rational ide-
as, because removal of weapons of
mass extermination from the Balkans
would be a step of great signifi-
cance. It would pave the way for the
turther strengthening of the sovere-
ignty of the countries in which these
foreign weapons are stationed and
reduce political and military compli-
cations. on a regional level. On the
other hand, this step would also
bring about a perceptible improve-
ment in the general climate in the
Balkans, especially, an easing of ten-
sions and frictions, and would en-
hance mutual trust.

Our country has never been indif-
- ferent . towards these problems. Al-
though there are no such weapons
on its soil, it is just as inferested in
their immediate and total removal
from other countries. However, the
road it has proposed for achieving this
aim does not lie only in goodwill,
but also. in the real state of things.
The opinion of our country, as it

was stated at the meeting of minis-
ters of foreign affairs, is that nuc-
lear. weapons should be removed in
the same manner as they have been
stationed and by the same countries
as have allowed them in, which
should pledge themselves not to ad-
mit foreign atomic weapons and not
to enter the atomic armaments race.

Honouring and implementation of
these pledges dn the part of the
Balkan countries which have allowed
these weapons to be stationed on
their territories, would only partly
solve the problem, because weapons
of mass extermination are only a
link-in the chain the superpowers have
encircled our- Peninsula with. The other
links are foreign military bases and
troops, and military treaties themsel-
ves. Only severing of all these links
would create the appropriate con-
ditions for genuine Balkan security.

In its foreign policy our country
has always taken into account the
legitimate demand that problems in-
herited from the past should not be-
come a source of quarrels and fric-
tions, but should be solved in. an ap-
through goodwill
and at open and sincere talks bet-
ween the -parties concerned. One- of
these problems is that of national
minoritiés. The stand of each Balkan
country towards ethnic minorities or
nationalities which are linked with

propriate manner,

the population of neighbouring coun-
tries, has been an irhportant factor
: : N and
region, or

for improving . mutual
understanding in
otherwise. . .

Our Party has theoretically analy-
sed . this problem on the basis of the
Marxist-Leninist doctrine
close connection with the experience

trust
our

and in

of our country and its .concrete con-
tribution to the solution of the na-
tional prohlem. Our stand towards
the problem of national minorities
en a regional scale takes account
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of concrete historical realities. In
the Balkans, the past has left many
unsolved ethnic problems which even
today may become a source of na-
tional hatred and quarrels, setting
another.

avoided

the peoples against one

This eventuality is only

through realistic and constructive
stands on the part of each Balkan
country. The history of the Balkans
should enable us to draw the neces-
sary lessons so that the mistaken
stands of the past are never repeated.
Present times do not tolerate old
political and ideological mentalities
and obsolete discriminating practices
which, instead of leading to respect of
the Tights and identity of mnational
minorites, turn them! into a factor of
discord, and
within the country and between co-
untries.

tensions differences

The period we live in is characte-
rized by a process of extension of
relations between countries, streng-
thening of economic and cultural links
among them, and the rapid enrich-
ment of these mutual links. Eman-
cipation- of the peoples has made the
equality of nations, their sincere rap-
prochement "and the development of
friendly relations among them an ab-
solute necessity. With the develop-
ment of these relations national mi-
norities should serve as bridges of
between
countries and, as a consequence, as
factors of cohesion and stability with-
in each individual country.. This
aim cannot be . achieved . without
fully recognizing and -accepting the
identity -of national minorities, with-

cooperation neighbouring

national - tradi-
tions in the field of history” and cul-
ture, and spiritual links with their
mother nation, without creating the
conditions for their equal economic
and” cultural development in the
country where they live at present.
Hence, our country has always held

out - respecting their
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the view that in dealing with the
problem of national minorities every
state should exercise patience, to-
lerance and political wisdom. In
other words, democratization of inter-
-national relations has become an
absolute requirement today.

It is clear that the stand towards
national minorities and their treat-
ment are an internal question of
each country, and a sphere in which
it exercises its complete sovereignty
which is determined by the state
system and the laws of each coun-
try. At the same time it is just, and
this is borne out by some recogni-
zed international norms and rights,
that every country should be intere-
sted in the fate and development of
its minority on the territory of other
countries, proceeding from the sin-
cere will and desire to contribute to
the strengthening of friendship amh
ong the peoples. Based on this thesis
of principle, the People’s Socialist Re-
public of Albania has never posed
the question in such a manner as to
make the problem of minorities so-
luble through border changes or in-
terference in the internal affairs of
each other. It is convinced that the
interests of peace and security in the
Balkans call for a realistic and mo-
dern stand not only in inter-state re-
lations, but also in the stands to
and relations with national minorities
that live within each Balkan state.

Constantly working for the streng-
thening of good neighbourliness and
friendship among the Balkan coun-
tries, our country opposes any at-
tempt of the superpowers at having
the Balkan peoples at loggerheads. In
this context it has never reconciled
itself to the reactionary idea that some
Balkan country,
laboration with some superpower,
allegedly has the right of monopoly
in speaking and acting in the name
of the Balkan peoples, in

alone or in col-

striking

cut and based

bargains and dividing roles to the
detriment of the other peoples of this
region. When confronted with expres-
sions of this kind, Albania has- reac-
ted immediately and assumed a cor-
rect -stand.

The stand of our country is- clear-
on principle also
when proposals about Balkan mili-
tary alliances are made. Exposing
the plans of such alliances as very
dangerous plots against all the peo-
ples of the Balkans and the world,
in his book Reflections on China,
Comirade Enver Hoxha ‘'points out
that the PSRA has played

sive role in preventing the realizati-

a deci-

on of war-mongering plans in which
the Balkans would play the role of
the powder-keg.

Finally, socialist Albania has al-
ways wanted and worked for - the
development of good state relations
with its neighbours on the basis of
mutual benefit. It has publicly made
known its and views to
every state, while imposing them to
nobody. It is up to each state to cor-
rectly understand these desires and
actions and respond to them accor-
dingly. The policy of good neighbour-
liness - is closely linked with coopera-
tion in fields of mutual benefit. Our
country has always been for this co-
operation, created appropriate con-
ditions for its

desires

and
worked with others to do the same
thing together.

Throughout their history our peo-
ple have wanted to be on good terms
with their neighbours and have rte-

development

lations of friendship and coopera-
tion with them in good days and
bad. This stand became consistent
and miore conscious especially after
the Liberation of the country, when
our people felt that sincere coopera-
tion and friendship with the neigh-
bouring countries was a necessity for

the creation of a favourable atmos-

-Understanding,
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phere for the normal development of
eacn Balkan coumiry. So, they did
everything to attain this objective.

However, the betrayal of the Tito-
ite leadership and, later, the Khrush-
chevite leadership, along with its
repercussions in the Balkans, influen-
ced these efforts not always achie-
ving the results that were expected
of them.

At the outset of the sixties, Albania
miade fresh efforts and expressed its
active desire for inter-Balkan coope-
ration in various fields. The initiative
of Greek progressive personalities,
Stamatis Merkuris in particular, who
founded the Movement for Balkan
was welcomed with
enthusiasm by our country and the
Albanian Committee for Balkan Un-
derstanding was set up in January
1960. It tried sincerely to make its
contribution to the realization of
the aims of this movement for peace,

cooperation and friendship among
the peoples of the region. Our coun-
try indicated its veadiness to take

part in meetings and all other Bal-
kan activities which were proposed.
However, our participation became
impossible because of some obstacles
or discriminating activities. The dec-
larations of the Albanian Commit-
tee for Balkan Understanding of
March 15, 1962 and June 11, 1964
held the view that the Moverrient
for Balkan Understanding would be
effective if sincere efforts were made
for the and rap-
prochement of the peoples of the

understanding

region on sound and just bases, not
allowing this movement to be tur-
ned into a secluded and discrimina-
ting activity.

To our country the first and most
important task of the Movement for
Balkan Understanding was the union
of forces for active work to promote
the cause of peace and security in the

Balkans, in Europe and beyond. .In
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the middle of the sixties, when these
committees failed to do what was ex-
pected of them, the need arose for
making fresh efforts for the crea-
tion of a suitable atmosphere for
the achievement of cooperation, This
called for realistic steps, avoiding
activities which could assume the
form of parades or create the false
assumption of a normal develop-
ment of inter-Balkan relations.

Proceeding from these conclusions,
at the meeting of ministers of foreign
affairs of the Balkan countries Al-
bania proposed the reactivization of
the committees for Balkan coopera-
tion. Because .of their composition,
with representatives of all the stra-
ta of the population and all walks of
life such as deputies, scientists, wri-
ters, ~journalists, and. others, these
committees could and should be tur-
ned into democratic forums at which,
through bilateral or multilateral me-
etings, the views of each country on
the problems of the Balkans and re-
lations in various fields of mutual
interest would be expressed. Through
their activity at non-governmiental
levels they would at the same time
assist the Balkan governments, for
they would discover ways leading to
all-round cooperation of mutual inte-
rests, and would prepare the ter-
rain for the expansion and develop-
ment of this cooperation.

The Albanian proposal has alrea-
dy been implemented. In our coun-
try, the Committee for Balkan Un-
derstanding and Cooperation has been
reactivated and is playing its role
in this direction. This was shown
at its first talks with the represen-
tatives of its Greek counterpart at
Kakavia immediately after the me-
eting of the high officials of the mi-
nistries of foreign affairs, which was

‘held in Tirana. These talks showed
-that ‘representatives of a great num-

ber of non-governmental organiza-

{ions can also contribute through
various kinds of activities to the
strengthening of the spirit of coope-
ratidn in the Balkans, and decided
that a meeting of the commlittees for
Balkan Understanding and Coopera-
tion and other similar non-govern-
mental organizations should be held
in October this year in Tirana.

Historical developments have
brought about that the Balkans is
lagging relatively behind the other
regions of the European continent
in the field of cooperation. For this
lagging to be overcome, practice has
shown thét preliminary bilateral co-
operation is the right road. This is
also linked with the fact that pro-
blems existing among the Balkan co-
untries are on the main of a bilate-
ral character, hence, difficulties must
first be surmounted on this plane.
However, the priority given to bila-
teral cooperation does not negate the
value, benefit and necessity of mul-
tilateral cooperation in fields of mu-
tual interest, on the contrary, both
forms of cooperation are in corre-
lation with and complement each
other. . .

Developments of the recent years
show a tendency of the Balkan
countries to take concrete steps, along
bilateral relations, on the multilate-
ral plane, too, because they have
similar and common interests and
need to fill the gap created in their
technical, economic and scientific de-
velopment as compared with the
other part of Europe, and in the ap-
plication of new technologies and
the development of economic infra-
structures, especially in the field of
communications, in taking measures
in the field of ecology, etc.

The meeting of the ministers of
foreign affairs and other meetings
following it, have discovered many
fields in which cooperation amiong the
Balkan ceuntries can successfully be
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developed. Economic cooperation, in-
cluding trade, is one of these fields.
Our country attaches great importance
to it. This is shown by the fact
that trade with the Balkan countries
accounts for about 33 per cent
of all its foreign trade. A further
expansion of this cooperation, which
is of great benefit to every Balkan
country, would be promoted if some
existing barriers were revised, such
as customs tariffs, import and ex-
port licences for some goods, etc.
Albania has declared itself ready
for this expansion, indeed it has al-
so proposed the expansion of small-
-scale border trade. A number of
activities envisaged in this direc~
tion will have an influence on the
development of economic coopera-
tion, like the meeting of the minis-
ters of the economy and foreign
trade, held in the middle of March
in Ankara, the meeting at a minis-
terial level for industrial cooperati-

on and the transfer of technology

held in the end of May or the begin-
ning of June in Rumania, a special
meeting for the promotion of eco-
nomic and commercial cooperation
among Balkan countries, which will
be held in the second semester of

1989 in Bucharest, etc.

Economic exchanges among Balkan
countries, especially in the field of
trade, communications, argiculture,
water conservancy, etc., need not be
instituted, for there is alredy a basis
and a tradition for them. The ques-
tion is that they should assume fur-
ther development. For this purpose,
however, existing realities, the trends
of development of the national eco-
nomy of each state, the international
obligations of this country or that,
and above all, the principles fromi
which each country proceeds in the-
se fields, must necessarily be taken
account of. Through this stand, ex-
pansion of economic and commercial



ALBANIA TODAY

cooperation among Balkan countries

is possible and should be realized
through joint efforts.

On the other hand, this coopera-
tion also includes cooperation in the
field of road, rail and sea transport
as was shown at the Belgrade me-
eting of the transport ministers of
the Balkan countries. Increased pos-
sibilities of the Balkan countries for
the utilization of the power, irrigation
and fishing potential 'of their ri-
vers and lakes call also for bilate-
ral and multilateral cooperation in the
future, because in our peninsula
many rivers flow through the terri-
tories of several countries, whereas
lake or sea waters are often delimi-
tated into very narrow 2zones. For
this purpose the meeting of the mi-
nisters of power resources will be
held in the first semester of 1990 in
Tirana.

In the long practice of internatio-
nal relations, cultural exchanges
among different peoples are conside-
red an effective mleans for bringing
the peoples closer together and get-
ting them better acquainted with
one another, and a valuable con-
tribution to the creation of a favou-
rable atmosphere for efforts to stren-
gthen mutual trust. They have al-
ways been seen as favouring peace
and international security. Comrade
Enver Hoxha writes, «Art plays a
great role in the people’s getting ac-
quainted with and coming closer to
one another.»?

It is a well-known fact that the
cultures of our region have been in
constant give-and-take relations with
one another, have coexisted through
the centuries and enriched one an-
other. Regardless of the political re-
lations among Balkan countries, time
has proved that links
among their peoples have never been
lacking,

cultural

for exchange of one an-

other’s achievement in the field of

culture, art and knowledge, in gene-
ral, is an absolute necessity. The more
renowned authors of the progres-
sive literature of the Balkan peoples
have been translated into Albanian.
Many cultural and sports activities
have been carried out on a Balkan
scale and have shown that, when
there is no disérimination, participati-
on has been complete and effective.
Our
ady to take part in and organize ac-
tivities of this kind in the interest of
peace and understanding in the Bal-
kans.

country has always been re-

In the present conditions pos-
sibilities for bilateral and multilate-
ral exchanges are even greater, as
the last five-year period shows.
Problems of environment protecti-
on have assumed special importance
today. In many regions of the world
and, especially these
problems have become acute for many
reasons. As

in Europe,
environment pollution
through water, the air, ete., trans-
cends state boundaries, the countri-
es of our Peninsula, too, face special
tasks in the protection of the natu-
ral environment.
Albania has always been ready,
which it expressed once again at the
Belgrade Meeting, to extend Balkan
cooperation to co-ordinating activities
It has
taken part regularly in Balkan acti-
vities of this kind, including the
meetings of the representatives of
the academies of sciences and go-
experts, which
were held in Bulgaria. At the same
time it is of the opinion that orga-

nization of Balkan conferences

for environment protection.

vernmental ecology

and
at which specialists in
the field of medicine and ecology
would exchange their experience
and the results of their research for
preventing epidemic and
diseases,

symposiums,

infectious

especially in border areas,

ment protection, etc., would further
for coping with problems of environ-
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strengthen cooperation and mutual
assistance among the Balkan coun-
tries in this field.

This aim would be served also by
cooperation in the protection of the

flora, fauna and natural environ-

ment, this great centuries-old asset
which is of great scientific economic
and aesthetic interest. Of particular
value for the strengthening of Balkan
cooperation would be a better orga-
nization of the exchange of scientific
information on problems of ecology
and methods of study in this field,
the concrete results of these studi-
es as well as the related literature.

For this understanding and coope-

‘ration to become a reality, Albania
"has striven to rise above the nega-

tive factors which spoil the political
atmosphere in the Balkans, and old
mentalities which hamper friendship
among peoples. It has always seen
the road to true security in the Bal-
through the

full national

kans strengthening of

sovereignty, political,
economic and military, of each coun-
try, as well as through the elimination
of the presence of the superpowers
in our Peninsula, and opposition to
any external interference. Our coun-
try has been and is of the opinion
that the Balkans belongs to the peo-
ples of the Balkans. At the same time
it has declared that no evil will
ever come to its neighbours from its
territory and that it wants this stand
to becomde general and for the whole
region, regardless of the participa-
tion or non — participation of its
countries in military blocs,

Proceeding from the conviction that
fruitful cooperation among the peop-
les of the region is possible, the po-
licy of good neighbourliness of our
country has been aimed at the ex-
pansion in a realistic spirit of this
cooperation in all concrete fields of
mutual interest.

The Albanian foreign policy prg-
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ves not only in theory that our
country works for the establishment
of good relations with all the neigh-
bouring states, especially the border
states. Good relations are essential,
because we are neighbours, have been
living near one another for cen-
turies, and our: destinies have often
been the same; world storms have

not infrequently affected us in the

‘same manner, just as they might af-

fect us in the future. However, the
anti-Albanian policy of the Great-
-Serb circles and the constant natio-

‘nal oppression of the Albanians in

Yugoslavia not o‘nly does not help
the establishment of a good inter-
-Balkan climate, but on the contra-

‘ry, compromises it.- Force and violen-

ce serve by ne means the streng-
thening of Balkan understanding and
cooperation, but on the contrary,
complicate situations and exacerbate
conflicts.
Cooperation and  understanding

among Balkan countries cannot pro-

perly develop if one proceeds frormrs

a Mediaeval mentalit){. In',this case
the declarations signed during 1988
and the programs adobted for later
activities would remain a dead let-
ter.

-Participation of our country in the
Meeting of the Foreign Ministers
of the Balkan Countries and its con-
tribution to all the other activities
carried out within one year, are a

concrete expression of the princi-

pled policy of good neighbourliness

of the PSRA and ifs sincere interest
in the improvement of the political
atmosphere, the creation of a po-
sitive spirit of understanding, trust,
peace and security in this region, and
in the preparation of conditions for

.the development of cooperation in

all those fields in which the interests
of the Balkan countries coincide.
Among the future activities, inclu-
ded in the protocol of the meeting
of the high officials of the Balkan
countries .which was held in Tirana,
the more important is the next me-
eting of the foreign ministers of the
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Balkan countries, which will be held
in October 1990 in our country. It
wiil have special importance, beca-
use it will draw the balance of the
achievements that will have been ma-
de until that time in the field of
Balkan understanding and coopera-
tion. Our country will spare no ef-
forts to fulfil its obligations and give
a fresh impulse to inter-Balkan
cooperation and relations. «The Peo-
ple’s Socialist Republic of Albania~,
reads its miessage of greeting addres-
sed to the Balkan meeting in Tirana,
«just as up to now, will spare no
efforts for this cooperation to yield
its fruits t{o the henelit of our [ri-
endly peoples, peace and stability in
our region, the Mediterranean and
Europe.»

1 Ramiz Alia, «Greeting to the Meet-
ing of the Ministers of Foreign Af-
fairs of the Balkan Countries», Zé-
ri i popullit, February 25, 1988.

2 Enver Hoxha, Two Friendly Pe-
oples, p. 242, Alb. ed.
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A STEP FORWARD IN THE RELATIONS WITH THE GERMAN
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC

«ZERI I POPULLIT», organ of the CC of.the PLA

The official and friendly
visit of the Foreign Minister
of the German Democratic
Republic, Oscar Fischer, in
our country ended with suc-
cess. His reception by and
meetings with the First Se-
cretary of the Central Com-
mittee of the PLA and Pre-
sident of the Presidium of
the People’s Assembly, Com-
rade Ramiz Alia, and the
Chairman of the Council of
Ministers, Adil Carc¢ani, and
his talks with the Minister
of Foreign Affairs, Reis Ma-
lile, and other senior perso-
nalities of the country, are
an expression of cooperation
and the prospects for the re-
lations between the two co-
untries.

This visit and the results
of the talks constitute a co-
ntribution to the intensifica-
tion of cooperation and dia-
logue between the PSR of
Albania and the German De-
mocratic Republic and the
further development of re-
lations for the good of the
peoples of two countries. The
agreements signed in Tirana
on economic, industrial and
technical-scientific  coopera-
tion, and those on the field
of health and medical scien-
ce open up new prospects
on this road.

The talks between the two
foreign ministers in Tirana
expressed the common wish

for the relations between Al-
bania and the East Germany
to be further promoted in
various fields of mutual in-
terest, especially, in the eco-
nomy and trade, technique
and science, culture, health,
etc.

Among others they stressed
the need for using the exis-
ting possibilities and explo-
ring new ways for stepping
up economic cooperation and
extending trade. exhanges,
which will create the basis
and give a new impulse to
the development of bilateral
relations in these fields.

All these constitute a fresh
step forward in the inten-
sification of friendly rela-
tions in still broader fields
of bilateral cooperation. The
fact that the visit of the
East-German foreign minister
takes place at a time when
40 years are completed from
the day of the founding of
the German Democratic Re-
public .and 40 years from
the day of the establishment
of diplomatic relations bet-
ween the two countries, is
not accidental, but a signi-
ficant landmark in the his-
tory of our relations.

Cooperation in various fi-
elds and the feelings of mu-
tual respect, as well as the
common interest for the pre-
servation of peace in Europe

and in the world, link
our country with the Ger-
man Democratic Republic.

Friendship and cooperation
between our two countries is
in the interest of the peoples,
brings them closer and helps
them to understand one an-
other. Comrade Ramiz Alia,
during the meeting with
the foreign minister Oscar
Fischer, said, «Your visit in
Albania is an important de-
velopment which, will, with-
out doubt, influence the fur-
ther strengthening of rela-
tions between Albania and
the German Democratic Re-
public. Our +two countries
and peoples are friends and
it is our duty to promote this
friendship.»

This visit served to give
new strength to the atmos-
phere of mutual trust which
exists. As two European
countries, the PSR of Alba-
nia and the German Demo-
cratic Republic consider coo-
peration between them as
something which is in the
interest of the improvement
of the situation on the Euro-
pean continent. The streng-
thening of relations of coo-
peration between our two
countries is a contribution to
the strengthening of relations
of cooperation between the
peoples and countries of Eu-
rope.
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‘were Kkilled.

The foreign minister of the
German Democratic Republic
hailed the independent policy
of Socialist Albania and its
determination to defend its
national prestige and pride.
He also appreciated the ef-
forts of the People’s Socialist
Republic of Albania, toge-
ther with the other states,
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to transform the Balkans
into a region of peace, con-
fidence and cooperation.
The visit of the East-Ger-
man foreign minister to Al-
bania will give a new im-
pulse to the relations of
friendship and cooperation
between the two countries.
By hailing the results of this

visit, we express our confi-
dence that, continuing on
this road, both sides will
achieve new positive deve-
lopments in the relations
between the two countries
for the good of peace and
progress, which are so ne-
cessary for stability in Eu-
rope and in the world.

POLITICAL PROBLEMS CANNOT BE SOLVED WITH
CHAUVINISTIC PASSIONS

«ZERI 1 POPULLIT»

This year began with the
tragic events in Kosova:
scores of Albanians, among
whom children and women,
Hundreds of
others were imprisoned. Tho-
usands are persecuted.

As regards severity of po-
lice violence, this has no
precedent in Europe, at least
in the last 30-40 years. Ne-
ver have national suppres-

" sion, chauvinism and natio-

nalist hysteria come out in
all their naked savagery as
they did in Yugoslavia.

The chauvinistic ~ terror in
Kosova. has shocked the in-
ternational public  opinion.
The horrible scenes which
showed how the police club,
the tanks and the army se-
cured the approval of the
ammendments of the consti-
tution of Serbia, filled the

television sereens all over the
world. Who could watch the
stoic attitude of the miners

at Stari Terg without a
shiver? Who could watch
children and women and

youths being attacked with
tear-gas bombs, the peaceful
demonstrants beaten till they
bled by the militia, and re-
main unrevolted? The world
saw everything except the
killed. They were not shown
to the public. Even today it
is not known how much they
were: 24, 124 or 224.

The international public
opinion, including many pe-
ople in Yugoslavia, condem-
ned these acts. The world
press was outspoken, many
statements were made, the
European Parliament expres-
sed its reprehension of them.
And all this condemnation

and stigmatization did not
come about because they
were not informed, or be-

cause they are against the
Serbs, or because the Alba-
nian propaganda had sup-
posedly convinced them, as
is claimed in Belgrade. They
did this because the events
were so savage and the cri-
mes so hideous that no one
could keep silent about it
with an easy conscience.
Yugoslavia found itself for
the first time on the deck
before the world opinion,
The economic crisis has al-
ready discredited its system
of self-administration. The
political crisis, especially the
events in Kosova, and the
means that were resorted to
in order to solve the natio-
nal question threw discredit
upon the image that Belgra-



IR 7 AT

ALBANIA TODAY

Press
review

de had tried to attribute to -

itself, as the country in which
freedom, democracy and na-
tional equality were a com-
mendable achievement, as
the country which could ser-
ve as an example for every
other - country, especially for
the non-aligned countries, as
the country which could ser-
ve as the model of wisdom
and patience in the Ssolution

of conflicts through dialogue, °

democracy, etc.

Instead of making a clear
analysis of the situations cre-
ated, the objective causes
that emerged, and the re-
sults of the political course
they had followed, the Yu-
goslav leaders, and in the
first place, those of Serbia,
clung tenaciously to the ne-
gative factors, the causes of
the misfortunes which have
assailed the whole country.
This led them into defending
an old bankrupt policy and
opposing the reality and com-
mon sense.

The reaction of the press,
the parliamentarians, the de-
mocrats, both outside and in-
side the country, towards the
events in Kosova = created
great confusion and preoccu-
pation in the leading circles
of Belgrade. How is it pos-
sible, they said to themsel-
ves, that Yugoslavia, the fa-
vourite of every one, which
has done so many services to
world imperialism and capi-
talism, should be made the
object of their attacks.

In order to save what they
could, in order to convince

the world that. a hasty jud--

gement was passed, that
things in Kosova were dif-
ferent, that the world had
been 'misinformed, the Serb
propaganda and diplomacy,
even the ultra-chauvinist
clergy, were mobilized.

But the theses that were
dished out in a  haste and
confusion were contradictory
and stale.

The Albanians in XKosova,
they say among other things,
enjoy- rights which no other
nation in the world does;
those who oppose the con-
stitutional changes are sepa-
ratists who threaten the «so-
vereignty and territorial in-
tegrity» of Yugoslavia; the
Albanians are = «terrorists»,

and it is they who organized -

the demonstrations’ and who
did the shooting from up
the minarets and are res-
ponsible for the Kkilling of the
demonstrators, etc. And who-
ever has the courage to
doubt these theses of the
Yugoslavs is instantly branded
as an enemy of Yugoslavia. E-
veryone must believe ‘wl}at
Belgrade says.. No one should
worry about the arbitrary
measures which are taken in
Kosova, about the . policy of
violence and discrimination
which is pursued there. On
the contrary, everyone should
approve them as a condition

- for a stabilized -Yugoslavia,
everyone ‘should' support the -

«differentiation» +that is' ta-
king place, the psychological
terror that is exercized among
the Albanians, and last but

‘not least, the replacement
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of the local cadres with
those loyal to Serbia.

But, as our saying goes,
you cannot put the minarat
into a bag. In fact, the con-
stitutional changes were a
heavy blow at the Albanian
nationality; they were meant
to cut down its autonomy,
and in fact, the Albanians no
longer have those rights
which they had before, like
the other constitutional sub-
jects of the Yugoslav Fede-
ration Efforts are being
made now to make XKosova
and the Albanians, who are
the third largest nationality in
Yugoslavia, fit somehow with-
in the network of Serbia,
in a subordinate status, ex-
cluding it as a nationality in
itself from the Yugoslav
space. By rising against the
changes in the Serb Consti-
tution, the Albanians did not
demand either secession,
or disintegration of the con-
stitutional and social order
in the Federative Yugosla-
via, but only protested aga-
inst the injustice that was
being done to them, an in-
justice which adds fuel to
and does not help to calm
down the national animosi-
ties and quarrels.

Many meetings are being
held in Kosova, false testi-
monies are called up, arrests,
police pressure and trials,

"sensational revelations and

the most absurd accusations

‘are being made in order to
“frighten the Albanians into
" giving up their rights. But
‘the strategists of this course

of action forget that such
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and like measures can bring
no good, that the Albanians
are not made of that stuff
that can be manipulated at
will, as those who want to

deny the Albanians their
rights and freedoms would
like to.

An unbriddled propaganda
campaign has been mounted
at the same time against the
PSR of Albania. We have
lost count of the articles,
books, and interviews publi-
shed inside and outside Yu-
goslavia. One can hear every-
thing these days: most vul-
gar slanders, crasy fantasy,
maniacal big boasting and
chauvinistic calls.

Someone says: Albania is
to blame if the world con-
demns the anti-Albanian ca-
mpaign undertaken by the
Serbs in Kosova, But is it
Albania which urged them
to make the changes of the
Constitution of Serbia, by
which Kosova is deprived of
its autonomy and the rights
of the Albanians are tram-
pled upon? It is the Yugos-
lav leadership which has im-
prisoned, has brought char-
ges against and opened po-
lice dossiers on 480,000 Ko-
sova citizens. It is precisely
this leadership which is sack-
ing the Albanian intelligen-
tsia of Kosova and is exer-
ting psychological pressure
and terror on it. It is this
leadership which  ordered
15,000 soldiers, hundreds of
tanks, armoured cars, heli-
copters and aircraft, and spe-
cial police forces to move
into Kosova. It was on or-
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ders of this leadership that
bullets were showered on
the children, women and
youths, putting hundreds of
Kosova families in mourning.

Someone else says: Alba-
nia has no right to speak
for Kosova, about the defen-
ce of human rights, about
the denial of the democra-
tic rights to the Albanians
in Yugoslavia, because, ac-
cording to this one, in Al-
bania these rights are de-
nied, because the national
minorities there are oppres-
sed, etc., ete., All this is a
very common slander, which
it is waste of time to deal
with. In Albania provisions
are made for the defence of
human rights, the freedom
of consciousness and the de-
mocratic freedoms of all ci-
tizens without distinction, be
they Albanians or of Greek,
Jeweish, Slav, or other
nationality. And this the Yu-
goslav officials know only
too well,

But even if for a moment
we were to accept that there
is a grain of truth in the
slanders of the heated heads
of anti-Albanian chauvinists,
is this sufficient justifica-
tion for them to deny the

rights due to the Albanians -

of Kosova, does this excuse
them to proclaim the state
of emergency, to imprison
and murder the innocent?
Does this help to save the
face of Yugoslavia, which
has replaced the democratic
dialogue in Kosova with the
savage police repression with
the help of tanks, in order

to impose the laws and ru-
les of the colonial times on
them?

A third one writes: «Alba-
nia misuses the Yugoslav
politeness» when it exposes
the anti-Albanian acts in Ko-
sova. First thing, socialist
Albania has been and is for
good neighbourliness with
Yugoslavia. This has been
and is our constant policy.
Even when it exposes and
stigmatizes what is happe-
ning is Kosova, even when
it calls for the respecting of
these national rights of the
Albanians, Albania proceeds

from this policy of good
neighbourliness. How can
friendship and confidence

between our two countries
be strengthened when our
compatriots in Yugoslavia,
who are over 2 million, are
persecuted and murdered like
this?

As for the so-called «Yu-
goslav politeness», we have
much to say about it. But
we find it unsuitable to open
the chapters of the past here.
We will limit ourselves
to responding only to some
inventions out of the whole
cloth, which are appearing
more and more often in the
Yugoslav press.

The questions are presen-
ted as if Yugoslavia has
made and continues to make
sacrifices for the sake of
Albania, as if it has accepted
unreciprocated relations with

“ Albania, etc., etc. This is

short of saying that Yusgo-
_slavia is keeping Albania
alive! This maniacal big
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boasting in itself reflects
only the chauvinistic mentali-
ty, the prejudices and day-
dreaming of some individu-
als in Yugoslav leading cir-
cles, who think that they
are the protectors of Alba-
nia, and that Albania is
their own sphere of influence.

What are these <«unreci-
procated» relations which the
Yugoslavs have accepted to
maintain with Albania? There
is no such relation. Every
single agreement that has
been entered into is conclu-
ded on the basis of mutual
interest and always after the
consent of both sides. They
mention the transit passage
of the Albanian trucks and
cars through Yugoslav terri-
tory. But they fail to say
the same about the same
right which is recognized to
the Yugoslav trucks and cars
which travel through Alba-
nia. There is talk that after
the construction of the lake
at Fierza, at levels above
maximum, about 300 ha. of
land in Kosova are flooded.
But they fail to mention the
fact that as a’ result of great
expenditure made by the Al-
banian side for harnessing
the Drin River, it is Monte-
negro, that is Yugoslavia,
which has gained about 2,300
hectares of land from the
fall of the level of waters
around the Shkodra Lake.
And for this it has not put
in a cent. There is talk
about the airline Belgrade-
Tirana, which they say is
unprofitable, justasthe rail-
road Shkodra-Titograd is.

But they fail to admit that
these means are used to
transport not only Albanian
citizens and goods. Profita-
bility in these matters de-
pends on the economic acti-
vity of both sides and espe-
cially on the charges set and
asked for by the Yugoslav
railways, which, it should
be said, are very high. But
eventually the JAT solved the
problem, shook off the bur-
den of sacrifices by oneside-
dly annulling the existing
agreement on the airline Bel-
grade-Tirana.

The last surprise, about
which the Belgrade press
wrote in recent days, is that
in the trade exchanges with
Yugoslavia we are treated
under the clause of the most
favoured nation! Before we
can thank the Yugoslav side
for its benevolence, we would
like to see some concrete
fact about the goods which
our northern neighbour sells
to us under the most favo-
ured c¢lause!

The world opinion cannot
be convinced, the ills of Yu-
goslavia can not be remedied,
the problem of Kosova can-
not be solved, and the re-
lations with Albania can-
not be made warmer, by
blowing the anti-Albanian
bugles. Even less is good
neighbourliness served by
massing and keeping tens
of thuasands of soldiers and
tanks and aircraft and heli-
copters on the border with
the PSR of Albania. If there
is someone who think that
they can frighten us by so
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doing, that this could be used
to bring pressure to bear -on
Albania, we would like to
tell him that the Albanian
people have never been af-
raid and are not afraid of
anyone. Threats, blackmail
and provocations will never
catch us asleep. When it co-
mes to defending their free-
dom, the independence of
their Homeland and the na-
tional sovereignty, the Alba-
nians have never stepped
back before the sublime sa-
crifice.

We have said repeatedly
that the way to the solu-
tion of the problems accu-
mulated can be opened and
the heated tempers can be
cooled down only with wis-
dom and cool-headedness,
political realism and good-
will. Chauvinistic  passions
must be abandoned; the sta-
te of emergency and the mi-
litary-police regime in Ko-
sova should be lifted and the
road opened to democratic
dialogue and calm; the per-
secution of honest people
should cease and the rights
of Albanian citizens respec-
ted just as much as those of
the Yugoslav citizens; the
Albanian nationality should
be recognized and its rights,
in proportion with the we-
ight and role it has as a su-
bject of the Yugoslav Fede-
ration, bhe recognized.

It is the wish of Albania
that as good and normal re-
lations as possible should
exist between the two coun-
tries, Albania and Yugosla-
via. We think that this is
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.an outstanding

in the interest of both coun-
tries and in the interest of
peace in the Balkans and
beyond it, in Europe. Our
country sticks to the line de-
fined at the 9th Congress of
the PLA in which it is said
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that if they begin to think
differently in Yugoslavia a-
bout Albania and the Alba-
nians, if they want to live
in friendship and peace with
them, they will find us part-
ners ready to collaborate and

advance in all those direc-
tions which serve the free-
dom and independence, so-
vereignty and territorial in-
tegrity of our countries, good
neighbourliness and friend-
ship between the peoples.

THE LESSONS OF THE SECOND WORLD WAR AND OURTIME

«ZERI 1 POPULLIT»

Forty-four years separate
us from the end of the Se-
cond World War and the hi-
storic victory over fascism.

And the memory and les-

sons of this war are still
alive in the minds and hearts
of the peoples.

The victory in the Second
World War and the defeat
of fascist forces marks one
of the greatest events in the
history of mankind. It was
one of the heaviest blows at

‘world imperialism, which
contributed to the radical
change in the ratio of

forces in the world in fa-
vour of the freedom-loving
forces, democracy and socia-
lism,

The Albanian people, un-
der the resolute leadership
of the Communist Party of
Albania (today the PLA) and
Comrade Enver Hoxha, took
an active part in and made
contribution

to the common anti-fascist

war of the peoples, with
their struggle within and
outside their state borders.
They gave 28,000 martyrs,
one for every square Kkilo-
metre of the country’s terri-
tory, to the cause of victory
over fascism. Apart from
this the country was rava-
ged and suffered other da-
mage in the years of occu-
pation. With their heroic war
and contribution to the com-
mon cause for the destruc-
tion of fascism our people
won the right to live free
and as equal among equals.

But whereas the PLA and
the Albanian people cherish
pure and unsullied and pro-
mote the ideals of the great
anti-fascist war, the modern
revisionists betrayed these
ideals and liquidated the hi-
storic victories won at the
cost of so much bloodshed
and innumerable sacrifices.
They . changed the Soviet
Union from the homeland of

socialism and the liberator
of peoples, to a social-im-
perialist power, and an op-
pressor of the peoples, which
rivals with American impe-
rialism for spheres of influ-
ence and world domination.

At the present time, the
overt anti-communists and
the modern revisionists, and
the Gorbachovian revisionists
most of all, have made com-
mon cause in their broad-
front attack of vilifying the
socialist order, and of un-
serupulously distorting the hi-
storic truth about the Se-
cond World War for their
ends. In this framework, ef-
forts are being made to
present the homeland of so-
cialism, the Soviet Union of
the time of Stalin, almost
as the cause of and accom-
plice in the outbreak of the
war, to put the equalizer
between the socialist order
which existed there, and the
Hitlerite order of massacres
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and extermination camps, etc.
These efforts are doomed to
failure. The monstrous slan-
ders and the vicious attacks
of the bourgeois-revisionist
propaganda cannot wipe
from  the memory of the
peoples the colossal role of
the first socialist country in
the demolition of fascism and
its liberating and humanist
role, nor can they darken
the great contribution of the
enslaved peoples to the
achievement of the final vi-
ctory.

At the present time and
in the conditions of new
world developments, the les-
sons from the Second World
War on imperialism, its eri-
ses and contradictions, as the
deep cause of the emergen-
ce and the advent to power
of fascism, and the outbreak
of the world conflict, the
lessons that can be drawn
from the policy of conces-
sions pursued by the Great
Powers of that time, which
encouraged and fanned up
the fascist aggression, etc.
— all these assume a spe-
cial importance.

The Gorbachovian revisio-
nists, in particular, have
mounted an unbriddled ca-
mpaign in order to confuse
the consciousness and to
bemuddle the minds of the
peoples, and to Iull their
vigilance in face of the dan-
gers to the destinies of the
security of the peoples and
peace in the world, which
emerge from the hegemonic
policy of the two superpo-

wers, American imperialism
and Soviet social-imperia-
lism.

Great publicity is being
given to the opportunist the-
sis that allegedly in the co-
nditions of the existence of
nuclear and other weapons,
imperialism has changed or
is changing its nature, that
it has already given up or
is. prepared to renounce its
policy of expansion and ex-
ploitation of the peoples, mi-
litarization and the arms
race, the wars of aggression
and suppression, etc.

The peoples, and our peo-
ple among them, the progres-
sive and peace-loving forces,
hail the realistic steps and
developments towards demi-
litarization and disarmament,
deténte, security and peace.
But a realistic stand is re-
quired over these questions,
The source of wars in our
time is imperialism. As long
as it exists, it will always
remain a threat of wars, in-
cluding that of a new world
war. As Lenin has shown
with argument, «wars can
be avoided only when the
division of society into clas-
ses is entirely liquidated».

The main danger of a new
general conflict today comes
from the two superpowers,
from their expansionist poli-
cy, from their militarization
and the super-armaments
race, as well as from their
rivalry for hegemony and
world domination. As Com-
rade Ramiz Alia stressed at
the 9th Congress of the
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PLA, the efforts to avoid war
and secure peace require a
firm opposition of imperia-
lism by everyone, and the
exposure of the aggressive
policy and enslaving plans
of the superpowers, because
retreat in face of the im-
perialist pressures and illu-
sions about the possibilities
that they could correct their
policies have brought great
damage to the peoples’ free-
dom and sovereignty and
to international security.
That is the reason why our
Party has always stressed
and insisted on the impe-
rative need that the peoples’
consciousness should be li-
berated from the psychosis
of submission to the super-
powers, that the destinies of
peace and security should
not be left in the hands of
the superpowers, and that
the superpowers should not
be allowed to become the
arbiters of world affairs. On
the contrary, it is imperative
and vital that the peoples
themselves should take up the
question of the preser-
vation of peace and avoi-
ding the threat of war. Facts
have shown that even when
the superpowers reach an
agreement or compromise a-
bout a partial limitation and
restriction of the arms race,
or about temporarily toning
down in their rivalry over
this or that zone, this is
always done at the expense
of a third party, in order
to preserve the equilibrium
between the superbig and
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to impose their domination
and hegemonic role on the
others.

By trampling on the en-
tire historic experience of
the development of the hu-

man society, the modern
revisionists, and the Soviet
revisionists in particular,

have been overzealous in
spreading the thesis that
in the conditions of the
existence of nuclear weapons
and the threat of a nuclear
catastrophe, such forms of
the road of social progress
as the class struggle, the re-
volutions, the anti-imperialist
wars, etc.,, should be consi-
dered as superceded and un-
suitable, and even as un-
desirable and dangerous to the
cause of peace and the des-
tinies of civilization. They
preach that class and na-
tional confrontations should
retreat to yield their place
to the «general human con-
sensus», in other words to

THE COMPROMISE DECLARATION AND THE

«ZERI I POPULLIT» .

A compromise declaration
was the only solution the
high officials of the NATO
member countries could achi-
eve at the high-level mee-
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conciliation, to the agree-
ment and collaboration among
the exploited classes and the
exploiters, between the op-
pressed peoples and imperia-
lism, between the two
opposite social systems — so-
cialism and capitalism — in
order to save the world
from the danger of a nuclear
holocaust, and so on and
so forth. With this they want
to justify the preservation of
the status quo of the ca-
pitalist and imperialist do-
mination.

All these and similar prea-
chings are a great humbug
and a disservice tothecause
of peace. On the one hand,
the world historic experience
shows that the class strug-
gle, the revolutions and the
liberation 'wars are unavoi-
dable as long as the exploi-
tation of man by man and
the plunder and suppression
of the peoples by imperia-
lism in whatever form conti-

ting they held in ‘Brussels
recently. «The NATO high
officials left Brussels satis-
fied that no complete split
had occurred among them-

nues. No one can stop the
workers and peoples from
fighting for their legitimate
rights, for shaking off the
capitalist and imperialist
yoke, for freedom and social
justice and for a new bet-
ter life. On the other hand,

historical experience, inclu-
ding the experience of the
Second World War, has

shown that the revolutiona-
ry and liberation wars have
never opposed, but on the
contrary, have assisted the
efforts for avoiding impe-
rialist wars or for putting
an end to them, when the
imperialists have succeeded
in kindling them. Besides this,
the just wars represent the
only real road for the definiti-
ve solution of the questions of
war and peace, for excluding
wars once and for good from
the life of society in a new
world based on the princi-
ples of socialism and com-
munism.

NATO CRISIS

selves,» commented the news
agencies about the conclu-
sion of the high-level mee-
ting of the NATO member
countries. The British news
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agency «Reuter» pointed out
that the agreement reached
there was a concession to
the Federal Republic of Ger-
many on the part of the
United States and Britain,
as both Washington and Lon-
don insisted that no talks
on the «Lance» short-range
nuclear missiles should be
held in Brussels. However,
the more years go by, the
more evident become the
splits and contradictions with-
in NATO, which is ex-
plained by the enhancement
of the identity and indepen-
dence of its member coun-
tries. This was clearly seen
in Brussels recently. Taking
into account the different
stands within the alliance on
American policy, conventio-
nal  weapons, short-range
nuclear missiles, and talks
with the Soviet Union on the
problems of disarmament
and East-West relations, the
final declaration was couched
in compromise terms. Accor-
ding to this declaration, the
future of short-range nucléar
missiles will depend on the
Vienna talks on the reduc-
tion of conventional forces in
Europe. The NATO high of-
ficials agreed that, as soon
as the preparatory phase of
the reduction of conventio-
nal weapons sets in, the Uni-
ted States would enter talks
with the Soviet Union on the
reduction of short-range nuc-
lear missiles.

As is seen from the final
declaration, this time - the

United States was forced to
listen to the voice of the
majority of its European par-
tners, indeed to take it in
serious consideration. At first
the Americans came with
great self-assurance to this
meeting. The conflict about
the «Lance» short-range nu-
clear missiles stationed = on
the territory of the Federal
Republic of Germany was
seething for a long time. On
one side stood a group of
West - European countries
like the FR of Germany,
Greece, Spain, Denmark, Ita-
ly and others, which called
also for the reduction of
some other kinds of arma-
ments, and on the other
side stood the United Sta-
tes, Britain and some other
countries, which were for
the modernization of these
missiles and the strengthe-
ning of the nuclear potential
of NATO. The United Sta-
tes tried by all manner of
means and pressure to over-
come any West-European op-
position. During his visit in
Europe, the US Secretary of
State, Baker, told the West-
European leaders more than
once that, «We are against
the liquidation of any kind
of nuclear weapons, inclu-
ding short-range nuclear mis-
siles, on the continent.» For
his part, President Bush
tried to capitalize on the as-
pirations to peace of the Eu-
ropean peoples when, at the
cemetery = of the American
soldiers killed in the Second
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World War at Nettuno of
Italy, he declared that «Ha-
ving no experience of a hor-
rible and destructive war,
they (the younger generati-
on) may have some difficul-
ty in understanding why we
must keep powerful means
of military dissuasion to
prevent war.» The message
was clear. He was addres-
sing himself to the fifteen
other NATO members. How-
ever, Europe 1is no longer
the minor of forty years ago
for the TUnited States. This
is being increasingly felt
within NATO. West Germa-
ny does not see it that way,
and opposes the moderniza-
tion of the «Lance» missiles
at a time when there are
cries for disarmament in
Europe. In this direction it is
backed up by other West-
European states. Thus, the
Greek Prime Minister, Pa-
pandreou, pointed out, «We
support the West-German
stand and I think that it is
a grave mistake to turn to
medium -— range weapons,
which, after their moderni-
zation, would be called
short-range weapons.»

This atmosphere could not
be to the liking of the do-
mineering American policy.
In these conditions Washing-
ton was forced to change its
tactic and put forward a
package of proposals on the
reduction of conventional
forces. President Bush dec-
lared that the United States
would cut down by 20 per
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cent the number of US ope-
rational troops in Europe,
bringing them down to 275
thousand, and demanded
from the Soviet Union that
it should reduce its forces
to the same amount. As re-
gards the West-German
proposal on the reduction of
the medium-range nuclear
missiles, the American pre-
sident said that it could be
adopted after results were
achieved at the Vienna talks
between NATO and the
Warsaw Treaty on the re-
duction of conventional for-
ces. In this way the Ame-
rican policy achieved two
aims. First, it created a si-
tuation of «disarmament»
within the Atlantic alliance
and, second, replied with a
counter-proposal to the many
Soviet proposals so that it,
too, might capitalize on world
opinion. In the meantime it
must be noted that Bush
puts the stress on the con-
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ventional forces, whereas the
Soviet Union emphasizes the
nuclear armaments. This, too,
represents a  contradiction,
within each superpower try-
ing to weaken its rival on
its strongest point in order
to gain military supremacy.

It is true that in the his-
tory of international relations
in Europe the military poli-
cies of the superpowers have
occupied an important place
and have been reflected in
East-West relations. In the
present conditions the Euro-
pean countries are more and
more seeking to replace mi-
litary policy with diplomacy.
But this does not suit Wa-
shington, which bases its he-
gemony in Europe precisely
on its military control. On
the eve of the NATO high-
level meeting President Bush
openly expressed this objec-
tive of Washington’s Euro-
pean policy when he said:

BETWEEN THE TWO SUPERPOWERS

«ZERI I POPULLIT»

Recently the former US
secretary of state, Henry
Kissinger, came out with a
plan for a new grand poli-
tical regulation of Europe,

which has become the ob-
ject of much discussion in
diplomatic and political cir-
cles. The discussion arises
not only because the propo-

«I will not allow the Uni-
ted States to withdraw from
the continent., The defence
of Europe is in our inte-
rest. We are not there for
mere philanthropic reasons.»
Here we have an expression
of the political philosophy of
the American leadership,
which wants to maintain at
all costs its supremacy in
Europe, regardless of the
fact that this supremacy is
in opposition to the easing
of tension, disarmament and
democratization of interna-
tional relations. Bush ex-
pressed this also at the
Brussels high-level meeting,
at which he sought to im-
pose himself upon his allies.
Times, however, have chan-
ged, and the United States
has to be satisfied with a

compromise declaration, a
declaration which conceals
neither the contradictions,

nor the crisis of the Atlantic
alliance.

«KISSINGER» PLAN FOR THE DIVISION OF EUROPE

sal is made by a politician
well-known in international
circles, but also because Kis-
singer now has entered the
narrow circle of the sha-
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dow-advisers of the Bush
administration and exercises
strong influence on the for-
mulation of the European
and world policy of the pre-
sent American government,

The «Kissinger» plan for
Europe envisages a histori-
cal pact between the Uni-
ted States of America and
the Soviet
would bear on a political
regulation and a whole sys-
tem of security in Europe.
The plan is made up of two
main elements: first, the
United States . and the West
in general, recognize the
legitimate and vital interests
of the Soviet Union in Eas-
tern Europe. Second, the Uni-
ted States should be ready
to give the Soviet Union gu-
arantees that it would not
create problems for these So-
viet interests in Eastern Eu-
rope on the condition -that
Moscow would allow the li-
beralization -of domestic po-
licies and - recognize the au-
tonomy of its allies.

Kissinger calls his plan a

new Treaty of Westphalia,
after that which put an end
to the thirty-year war in the
middle of the 17th century.
The new treaty between
Bush and Gorbachov is in-
tended to put an end to the
40 year-long cold war bet-
ween the United States and
the Soviet Union. American
political and academic circles
give the «Kissinger» plan
more importance than the

Union. which .

Yalta and Potsdam agree-
ments concluded between
the victorious Great Powers
after the Second World War.
The analogy has a strong
political implication. This
will mean that, with the
conclusion of this new his-
torical treaty for Europe,
the two superpowers will re-

tain the status of the vic-

tors and the right of vetoon
any regulation in FEurope.
This will also mean that the
countries of both Eastern and
Western Europe not only will
not take part in these fo-
rums. at which the future of
their - continent will come
under discussion, but also
will accept the consequen-
ces of the agreements con-
cluded between the two su-
perpowers. The «Kissinger»
plan unceremoniously exclu-
ded the European countries
from the «new grand politi-
cal regulation» of the conti-
nent, :
The concept of the bipolar
world, the division of the
continents and the whole of
the globe on the basis of
the spheres of influence het-
ween the United States and
the Seviet Union, is clear-

ly expressed in the essence .

of this plan. Here the ques-
tion is not merely about the
former US secretary of sta-
te’s nostalgia for the time
when he was at the head of
American - diplomacy and one
of the -main -architects of
the many American and So-
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viet agreements of the past
decade, which is known as
the decade of the bipolar
world. The insistence of the
American big bourgeoisie on
a bipolar policy is expres-
sed here. Kissinger maps
out the future policy of the
United States and his plan
is not simply the thesis of
a well-known student of in-
ternational relations. As the
well-informed US newspa-
per New York Times puts
it, «the great «Kissinger> plan
is entering the operational
phase and the present US
secretary of state, Baker,
has made it his own» In a
statement to the above news-
paper, Baker said that, «the
<Kissinger» plan has become
a working thesis of the
Bush administration in the
context of the strategical re-
view of the American poli-
cy. It must be taken into
consideration because it is
a new stand.»

The division of Europe
between the United States
and the Soviet Union on the
basis of a bipolar scheme is
not something new. Actual-
ly the two superpowers have
recognized the dividing
line between the two mili-
tary blocs, NATO and the
Warsaw Treaty, as the di-
viding line of their spheres
of influence in Europe. This
was clearly reaffirmed at
the time of\ the Soviet aggres-
sion on Czechoslovakia in
1968. A new fact is the im-
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plementation of this scheme
in the European and global
policy of the Bush adminis-
tration. Now this dividing
line should be sanctioned by
means of official treaties.
The «Kissinger» plan refutes
the illusions and hopes of
some European circles that
the American-Soviet dialogue
and agreements on the limi-
tation of weapons would put
an end to bipolarism. The
«Kissinger» plan sheds light
on two aspects of the Euro-
pean situation. From the mili-
tary stand-point, withdrawal
of some weapons or some mili-
tary contingents of the super-
powers does notchange the
military strategy of the super-
powers towards Europe. A
change in numbers does not
mean a change in the chara-
cter of the American or
Soviet military presence in
the European countries,
which is supposed to guaran-
tee security,- or more pre-
cisely, the interests of hege-
mony of . the two .superpo-
wers in their spheres of in-
fluence. In one of its recent
issues the American journal
Newsweek stressed that one
of the results of the «Kissin-
ger» plan would be «the per-
petuation of Soviet rule in

- Eastern Europe». From the

" ments

political
détente between the two su-
perpowers and the agree-
" concluded between
them on easing - tension in
zones of conflict imply the
solution of world problems
between them only. Europe

" part,” the ' Soviet

stand-point, the
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is no exception to this, and
the kind of political regula-
tion ~the superpowets are
after on our continent inclu-
des the legalization of their
interests and influence.

On a broader plane, the
«Kissinger» plan brings out
once again the nature of the
talks and agreements con-
cluded or about to be con-
cluded between the United
States and the Soviet Urdion.
The assurances Washington
and Moscow give the capi~
tals of their allies after eve-
ry American-Soviet meeting
do not go beyond the li-
mits of routine propaganda.
The true nature of the Eu-
ropean policy of the Ame-
rican administration comes
out clearly in this context.
America recognizes the So-
viet "hegemony in Eastern
Europe, but does not do this
for nothing. As a counter-
: Union
should recognize the vital
interests of the United Sta-
tes in Western Europe, and
give the rela'tive':guat‘ante'es

for this purpose. The «Ki_s;'

singer» plan is Teminiscent
of the Sonnefeld doctrine
which was named after Kis-
singer’s close assistant in
‘the d.s.
and ‘according te which the
United States recognizes So-
viet rule in Eastern Europe.
The American - plan - suits
Moscow, so there was no
reaction on its part, whereas
only “some days ago . “the

(state department)

Kremlin high official Ale-
xander Yakovlyev reminded
the Eastern and Western Eu-
ropean countries that «there
is no Europe without Rus-
sia,» which should never be
forgotten when the future of
Europe comes under discus-
sion.

The «Kissinger» plan of
the Bush administration a-
bout a regulation in Europe
between the United States
and the Soviet Union wasa
bitter pill for the European

~ countries. It aroused a wave

of protest and great concern
in Europe and, as the Italian
newspaper Corriere della
Sera writes on April 14, «so-
me European governments
voiced their concern to the
American government about
the «Kissinger» plan».

The concern and indigna-
tion aroused by the plans
for the division of Europe
between the two superpo-
wers are fully justified. Kis-
singer makes his proposal
at a time when Gorbachov
is speaking about a peres-
troika in international rela-
tions and coming out witha
Soviet plan for «the com-
mon European home». Kis-
singer does not reject «the
common European  home»,
but he intends to divide it
according to the
of this superpower or that.
In the succession of these
plans of the imperialist ty-
pe, like the omne proposed

influence
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by the Americans, it cannot
be expected from the two
superpowers to renounce of
their free - will their bipolar

FOR OPEC UNITY
«ZERI NI POPULLIT»

The oil producing and ex-
porting countries (OPEC) have
reached unity now, and
they aim at promoting it
furthert through co-ordinating
the oil production quotas and
selling prices of their Or-
ganization. The meeting of
the oil ministers of the OPEC
countries in Vienna is evi-
dence of this.

The OPEC members had
to overcome great difficulties
to achieve this unity. How-
ever, they have to cope with
still greater difficulties to
preserve and strengthen i,
because past disagreements
lingering among various co-
untries may crop up again
because of the influence of
various factors. «If proper
account is not taken of the
present situation, it may be-
come very unstable,» the Ni-
gerian oil minister, Luck-
man, warned at the meeting.
This warning had to do with
the implementation of a
new agreement which was
signed at this meeting. Here

policy and their strategy of
bipartite " control of the world.
Bitter experience has taught
the European countries so

there is no question of a
long-term agreement, but of
an agreement valid for only
some months. The meeting
decided to raise the OPEC
daily production quotas by
another million barrels dai-
ly, with a total of 20 million
barrels for all the OPEC
members.

Apparently this looks like
a return to the old disa-
greements which led to a
spontaneous increase in oil
production. The reason seems
to be that in summer oil
quotas and prices should go
down, whereas the contrary
is true. What counts is not
the increase in production
(which is dictated by market
contingencies), but the fact
that the OPEC has come to
a joint decision for all fu-
ture activities, either raising
or reducing production quotas
and selling prices. This de-
cision sanctions the practice
of the 13 OPEC member co-
untries to take joint decisions
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much that they should not
allow the superpowers to di-
vide up Europe and take
decisions on its behalf.

to the common benetia. Still,
the new agreement is also
liable of giving rise to new
conflicts, of which Luckman
warns, and their emergence
will depend on how personal
quotas are alloted. A daily
increase by 1 million o¢il
barrels is envisaged in the
OPEC framework. However,
this quota should be portio-
ned among the 13 members
on the basis of a previous
agreement. Quwait, Saudi
Arabia, and the United Arab
Emirates want to increase
their individual production
quotas, pointing out that, in
case they are not given their
fair share from the general
quota, they will transgress
the limits set by the OPEC
agreement.

OPEC has already taken
measures to deal with this
danger which is possible in
an organization of 13 me-
mbers with different econo-
mic and oil-extracting pote-
ntial. After the bitter expe-
rience of the disagreement
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caused by the relatively long
intervals between two mee-
tings, they decided to shor-
ten these intervals. Here they
did not want so much to
increase the frequency of
their meetings, as to make
the implementation of the
collective decisions of the Or-
ganization as fruitful as pos-
sible. In particular, they de-
cided to assess the imple-
mentation of the oil pro-
duction quotas and selling

ALBANIA TODAY

prices under the agreement
and make eventual correc-
tions. So, last week the oil
ministers took the decision
of viewing the situation in
the oil world market by next
September, as well as on the
implementating the agree-
ment and lowering oil pro-
duction quotas and selling
prices of the OPEC countries
for winter. Considering these
good developments the re-
sults of joint efforts, the ef-

forts of the OPEC itself, in
the first place, as well as
the results of collaboration
with several oil non-produ-
cing countries, the president
of the Organization, the Ni-
gerian oil minister Luckman,
stressed at the Vienna mee-
ting that unity can be «pre-
served only by promoting
cooperation and co-ordina-
ting the plans and interests
of all the OPEC member cou-
ntries.»



Delegates in the intervals between the sittings of the Congress
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